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TBEV  ABE  VNFKOFITABtE  AND  VAIN TitUS  ill.  8,  9. 
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SERMON    I, 


jdlSTAKBS  CONCERNING  THE  NUMBER  OF  T^ 

RIGHTEOUS. 


Rom.  xL  2-r-4. 

Wor  TB  Kor  wHAf  THE  scrxfTurr  saitb  or  Elias?  Hoithb  ma-^ 

KETH  IHrSRCMSSIOS  tO  GoD  AGAINST  ISSAELf  SAriNGy  LoRDj  TBEV 
HAVE  KILLED  TRT  FROPUETS^  AND  DIGGED  DORTN  TRINE  ALTARS  ^ 
AND  I  AM  lEPT  ALONEj  A^D  THET  SEEK  MT  LIFE,  BuT  WRAT  SAlTm 
THE  ANSWER  OF  GoD  UNTO  HIM?  I HAFE  RESERVED  TO  MTSELF 
SE.r&V  twiUKAVD  MEN,    RmO  HAVE   NOT  BOWED   THE   KNEE   TO   THE 

IMAGE  OF  Baal, 

VV  HO  can  understand  his  errors  P* 
How  numerous,  how  various,  how  opposite  to  each 
other,  are  the  mistakes  of  mankind?  The  lives  and 
the  langus^e  of  many  seem  to  imply  a  full  persuasion, 
that  there  is  very  little  evil  in  sin  \  that  the  difficulties 
of  reBgion  are  by  no  means  great ;  that  it  is  an  easy 
thing  to  be  a  christian  ;  that  if  there  be  a  hell,  few  are 
wicked  enough  to  be  turned  into  it ;  and  that  the  gen* 
erality  of  our  fellow  creatures  are  in  a  fair  way  for 
heaven.  This  persuasion  is  as  false  as  it  is  fataL 
^  Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate :  for  wide  is  the  gate^ 
^and  barood  is  the  way  whidi  leadeth  to  destruction. 
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"  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat :  because 
•.'  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way  that  leadeth 
"■  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it." 

Is  it  possible,  however,  to  faD  into  another  extreme, 
and  to  draw  an  unwarrantable  conclusion  respecting 
the  state  of  religion,  and  the  number  of  its  adherents  ; 
and  even  wise  men,  and  good  men,  are  liable  to  thia. 
**  Wot  ye  not  what  the  scripture  saith  of  Elias  ?  how 
"  he  maketh  intercession  to  God  against  Israel,  saying, 
*'  Lord,  they  have  killed  thy  prophets,  and  digged 
"down  thine  altars;  and  I  am  left  alone,  and  they 
*'  seek  my  life.  But  what  saith  the  answer  of  God 
*'  unto  him  ?  I  have  reserved  to  myself  seven  tliousand 
»*  men,  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  image 
«  of  Baal." 
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Sometimes  we  ar^  led  to  this  reflection,  by  obsbrv- 

ING     MULTJPXIED     INSTANCES     OF    FALSE     PROFESSION. 

These  are  to  be  found  in  every  period  of  the  church  : 
our  own  age  abounds  with  them^  and  some  of  these 
unhappy  characters  excite  our  surprise,  as  well  as  our 
sorrow*  They  promised  &ir ;  they  "  did  many  won- 
derful things  ;'*  for  a  while  they  bore  cheerfully  "  the 
*^  reproach  of  the  cross ;"  they  passed  us  on  the  road, 
and  reproved  the  sluggishness  of  our  steps.  By  and 
by  we  met  them  on  thteir  return,  laughing  at  that 
which  once  made  them  tremble,  and  loathing  that 
which  was  once  esteemed  by  them  like  life  from  the 
dead.  Our  entreaties  were  despised}  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  we  watched  them  with  tears  and 
alarm  j  sat  down  **  discouraged  because  of  the  way," 
and  "  ssdd  in  our  haste  all  men  are  liars." — ^^  Take 
^e  heed  every  one  of  his  neighbour,  and  trust  ye  not 
in  ANY  brother :  Icr  evbry  brother  wUi  utterly  sup-  . 
««  plant,  and  every  neighbour  will  walk  with  flan- 
*«  ders."  But  it  was  in  our  haste  we  said  this ;  it  was  a 
rash  conclusion.  What,  because  there  is  counterfeit 
coin,  is  there  no  genuine  gold  ?  Were  all  the  disciples 
fsilse,  because  one  of  them  was  a  devil?  "They  went 
*'  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us :  for  if  they 
*i  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued 
^'  with  us  i.but  they  went  out  that  it  might  be  made 
"  manifest  they  were  not  all  of  us."  But,  alas !  tlic 
falling  star  strikes  every  eye,  while  few  observe  the 
fixed  and  the  regular  orbs.  The  apostacy  of  one 
pretender  often'  excites  more  attention  than  the  lives 
of  many  solid  and  fte^y  christians.  They  who  would 
never  mention  the  excelliencies  of  professors,  will  be 
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...  ■      I  .    ■■tjll    l/iSf':  ir^'' 
» !••      !•  /•   ;  J  f  I  ♦ »'.        ;  ;  1 1  M '.  J  /.  V  J     .         1 

•/).!'  Ii  '//ill  hi-  IfiiJiul  to  luvc  their 
iiii)(  )i :    Tifit  riUNcnRiTY  op  the 

l9\¥PWI^m'9^    iif    Tlfnill    DIBPOSITIO 
n»    YMltlll     rONVUHNION  I     THE    DI 
ltl<IHIIiMM,       Uiul       TIIX       IMPERFEC 
I  MAHArt  liN. 

I.    1  MIt  oniiClfMITV    OF    THE  STAT. 

•ly  III  liip  liKlilrouM  arc  pbccd,  hidi 
iiPiv»tilnit.  Wlirii  the  rich  and  the  h 
liiiitid,  ihry  ui'c^  lint  K)n{|;  coiiccsded. 

(till  itiAWii  lowanl  ihr  ««ll^vatinn  i  1 
ihrlr  tcnulttloii  cauNfs  thuir  virtues  to 
flccliun  of  the  sun  from  the  tops  of 
8cen  by  many,  and  from  afar.  The; 
set  on  a  hill,  which  cannot  be  hid 
religion  than  is  necessary  to  canonize 
even  unobserved  among  the  shades  oi 
the  common  operations  of  life.  Here  ] 
opportunity  or  ability  to  display  theii 
are  often  sanctified  and  rpnnr."-'' 


^ 

^ 
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dang^.  Where  there  is  no  dignity,  there  canbtno 
^ndefcension.  Where  there  are  no  •  distindions  to 
«late,  humility  cannot  shine ;  and  where  there  is 
nothing  to  give,  benevolence  cannot  appear.  God 
indeed  "  looketh  to  the  heart,"  and  "  where  there  is 
<<  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  what 
<^  a  man  hath,  and  not  accordiilg  to  what  he  has  not.'* 
In  forming  his  estimate  of  the  feryices  of  his  people, 
he  considers  not  only  what  they  do,  but  what  they 
wish  to  do.  He  fees  many  a  benefador  where  there  is 
nothing  done,  many  a  martyr  where  there  is  nothing 
suffered.  But  we  can  only  know  them  by  "  their 
**  fruits  :*'  and  their  good  works,  as  far  as  they  are 
observable,  are  few;  their  principles,  however  well 
established,  are  checked  and  limited,  both  in  their  effect 
and  discovery.  Such  are  God's  */  hidden  ones  ;*' 
bidden,  by  the  obfcurity  of  their  situations,  and  the 
restrictions  of  their  eutrumstances  ;  they  are  candles, 
but  candles  put  under  bushels^ 

The  poor  are  to0  generally  overlooked,  whereas  by 
chrisj:ians  th6y  should  be  principally  regarded.  The 
^penlation  of  the  gospel  is  peculiarly  their  privilege  ; 
the  most  extend ve  provinces  of  religion  are  occupied 
by  them,  and  were  We  to  open  a  more  familiar  inter- 
courfe  with  them,  it  would  often  rectify  our  mistakes. 
AH  exertions  to  render  the  oreat  religious  have 
hitherto  proved  ineffectual ;  and  the  bible  holds  forth 
a  langiiage,  sufficient  to  fill  all  those  who  aim  at  their 
conver^on  with  despair.  Few  comparatively  are  called 
from  the  higher,  orders  of  society.  He  who  was  poor 
himfelf^  l^r^ofe  kingdpm  is  not  of  this  world,  and  tif 
^AOfirit  wmm^df  M  have  any  of  the  rulers  belielred  04 
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"  him  V'  generally  felects  his  followers  from  the  low- 
er ranks  of  life  ;  and  there  we  are  to  feek  them.  *'  J 
"  am  left  alone  !"  But  perhaps,  complaining  prophet, 
you  have  been  only  at  court ;  walking  tlirough  palaces 
or  mansions  ;  examining  the  high  places  of  the  earth. 
"  What  dost  thou  here,  Elijah  V  Who  led  thee  here 
in  fearch  of  religion  ?  "  Not  maiiy  wise  men  after 
*'  the  flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are 
"  called."  "  How  can  ye  believe  who  receive  honour 
•'  one  of  another,  and  feek  not  the  honour  that  cometli 
•'  from  God  only  f"  "  How  hardly  fliall  they  that 
**  have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !  it  is 
*'  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle, 
**  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  Idngdom  of 
*'  God."     The  voice  of  Heaven   calls  you   away  from 
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guage  of  prophecy,  "  I  will  leave  in  the  midst  of  thee 
^^  an  afflicted  and  poor  people,  and  they  shall  trust  in 
^  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

II.  A  TIM10  DisposiTioK  conceals  many.  A  bold 
mind  will  soon  obtrude-  a  min  into  notice  ;  he  will 
iignalize  himself  fay  his  forwardne&  on  every  occasion  ; 
he  will  be  the  first  to  speak,  and  to  act.  Eager  to  en- 
gage  in  every  duty  and  alvrays  talking  on  religious 
themes,  many  will  remark  him  as  a  lively  soul,  and 
say,  ^  come,  behold  hk  zeal  for  the  Lord  of  hosts.'' 

We  win  not  deny  that  this  disposition  may  some- 
times be  connected  with  sincerity :  but  instances  of 
an  opposite  nature  are  much  more  common,  and  a 
mind  dealing  in  professions,  and  fond  of  publiqty,  is 
generally,  and  deservedly  to  be  suspected.  It  has 
been  justly  observed,  that  when  of  old  the  angels  de-^ 
&ceT\d«d»  thcry  assumed  the  form  and  likenefs  of  men  ^ 
but  when  Satan  apjpentsd,  lie  transformed  himself  into 
an  ange!  of  light.  The  pretender  exceeds  the  real 
character;  the  actor  surpasses  nature,  and  goes  be- 
yond life.  Where  a  man  regards  show  only,  he  can 
afford  to  be  more  expensive  and  magnificent  in  appear- 
ances, than  thofe  who  are  concerned  for  the  reality. 
Empty  vessels  sound  loudest ;  religion  runs  along  like 
a  river,  noiseless  in  proportion  as  it  is  deep. 

True  piety,  affects  no  unnecessary  exposure  ;  its 
ifoice  is  not  heard  in  the  street  ;  it  does  not  found  a 
trumpet  before  it ;  the  left  hand  knows  not  what  the 
right  hand  doeth.  It  rather  eludes  public  obfervation, 
and  retires  from  the  applause  of  the  multitude.  It 
does  not  act  to  be  seen  of  men,  or  to  make  a  fair  fhow 
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of  szncdty.  The  christian  is  more  concerned  to  be 
good,  than  to  appear  fo.  His  reli^^on  is  commonly 
attended  with  diffidence  and  self  susfndon ;  he  hides 
lus  feelings,  and  makes  many  anxious  inquiries  before 
he  can  venture  to  fay,  **  come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
**  fear  God,  and  1  will  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for 
**  my  foul."  Baxter*  speaking  of  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Hale,  tells  us  he  had  once  entertained  fears  left  he  had 
been  too  little  for  the  ezpenmental  part  of  religion, 
such  as  prayer,  and  meditation,  and  spiritual  war- 
fare -f  becaufe  he  had  seldom  mentioned  such  subjects 
in  relation  to  his  own  feelings ;  but  he  found  ^er« 
wards  that  this  reluctance  arose  from  bis  averseness  to  * 
hypooisy,  of  which  in  his  day  he  h^  seen  so  many 
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truth  aad  sincerity  which  are  effentially  necessary  ^q 
the  christian  character,  and  to  gospel  worship. 

To  tlus  we  may  add  another  fear.  .  We  see  it  exemt 
plified  in  Nicodemus,  who  came  to  Jfesus  by  night 
for  fear  of  the  Jews.  HskI  aiany  seen  him  a,t  the  com« 
mencement  of  hift  rdi^ous  course^  th^y  would  have 
condempod  him}  nevertheless  he  gave  at  last  the 
clearest  proof  of  his'  attachment,  by  cpming  forward 
when  his  own  disajdes  fbrsoo|;:  him,  and  ad^nowU 
edging  a  suffering  Redeem^  j  and  there  m^y  be 
many  in  similai:  drcusistsmces :  repressed  aoid  con- 
cealed for  a  time  by  tl^ir  situations  and  connections. 
I  do  not  praise  them  in  this*  It  is  their  duty  unques- 
tionably to  ^  ga  forth  to  hipi  without  the  camp  bear« 
<<  ing  his  reproach.'*  I  only  state  a  fad  which  has  an 
influence  on  our  subje^ie^ 

m.  Thb  manner  in  which  some'  of  the  people  of 
God  ate  cavi^eu  by  ozvime  grace,  renders  them  less 
observable.  I  )iope  I  need  not  prove,  that  in  order  to 
the  existence  of  genuine  religion  in  the  soul,  (here  is 
absolutely  nec^flary  a  change  which  will  embody  the 
various  representations  ^ven  of  it  in  the  scriptures^ 
Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  chil« 
dreuy  ye  shall  in  no  .case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
^  heaven.*'  •*•  Yc  must  be  born  again."  *>  If  any 
man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature  j  old  things 
are  passed  away,  and  behold  all  things  are  becomei 
^^  new."  In  such  awfiil  and  decisive  terms  do  th^ 
sacred  penmen  speak' of  the  renovation  of  our  natures^. 
JI3  essential  to  our .  happiness  and  our  hope ;  and  this 
change  in  9|U  the  subjects  of  divine  grace  is  equally 
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real,  but  not  equally  perceptible,  either  to  themselves 
or  others.  When  a  man  is  suddenly  stepped  in  his 
mad  career,  and  turned  from  a  notorious  and  profli- 
gate course  of  life ;  when  the  drunkard  becomes  sober, 
the  swearer  learns  to  fear  an  oath,  and  the  sabbath 
breaker  goes  with  the  multitude  to  keep  holy  day ; 
all  must  take  knowledge  of  him  ;  the  effect  is  striking, 
the  world  wonders,  and  the  church  exclaims,  "  who 
**  hath  begotten  mo  these!  these,  where  had  they 
*'  been !"  But  the  work  is  not  always  so  distinguish- 
able. When  the  subject  of  it  is  moral  j  bleded  with  • 
a  pious  education ;  trained  up  under  the  means  of 
t^iace ;  the  change  is  much  less  visible.  He  avoids 
the  same  vices  as  before  ;  performs  the  same  duties  as 
before,  onjy  from  other  principles  and  motives,  with 
other  views  and  dispositions;  but  these  fall  not  under 
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small  still  voice ;  that  he  caii  draw  by  the  cords  of  love^ 
and  the  bands  of  a  man ;  that  he  can  \\'t)rk  as  efTedhially 
by  slow,  as  by  an  instantaneous  exertion  ;  »ancl  that  he 
can  ^ange  the  soul  in  a  manner  so  gradualand mild,  as 
to  be  scarcely  discernible  to  any,  but  the  glorious  Au^ 
thor.  And  here,  my  brethren,  we  axe  furnished  with 
evidence  from  analogy.  In  nature,  some  of  God's 
vsrorks  insensibly  issue  in  others;  and  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  draw  the  line  of  disttnction.  "  The  path  of 
the  just  is  as  the  shioing  lights  which  shineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day/'  But  who  can  ascer- 
tain which  ray  begins,  or  which  ends  the  dawn  ?  If 
you  are  unable  to  trace  the  process  of  the  divine  life, 
judge  by  the  result.  When  you  perceive  the  effects 
of  conversion,  never  question  the  cause.  And  if  peF- 
plcxed  by  a  number  o£  circumstantial  inquiries,  be 
satisfied  if  you  are  able  to  say,.*' one  thing  I  know, 
'^  that  whereas  1  was  once  bUnd  now  I  see." 

IV.  The  difperence  of  opinion  which  prevails 
among  christians,  has  frequently  occasioned  a  diminu- 
tion of  tfa^ir  number;  Indeed  the  readiest  way  in  the 
world  to  thin  heaven  and  replenish  the  regions  of  hell,  is 
to  call  in  the  spirit  ^  bigotry.  This  will  immediately  ar- 
raign, and  condemn,  and  execute  all  that  do  not  bow 
down  and  worship  the  image  of  our.  idolatry.  Possess- 
ing excliisive  prerogative,  it  rejects  every  other  claim  j 
"  stand  by,  I  am  *  sounder*  than  thou."  "The  temple 
'•  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of 
''  the  Ijord  are  we !"  How  many  of  the  dead  has  tbiti 
intoJeraQce  sentenced  to  eternal  misery,  who  will  shine 
forevQT  as  stars  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father  ?  How 
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liiany  living  characters  does  it  reprobate  as  enemies  to 
the  cross  of  Christ,  who  are  placing  in  it  all  their  glory. 
JJo  wonder  if  under  the  influence  of  this  consuming 
zeal,  we  form  lessening  vie\\'s  of  the  nutnber  of  the 
Saved.  "  I  only  am  left."  Yes,  they  are  few  indeed,  if 
none  belong  to  them  that  do  not  belong  to  your  party ; 
that  do  not  see  with  your  eyes  j  that  do  not  believe 
election  With  yon,  -or  universal  redemption  with  you  j 
that  do  not  worship  under  a  fteeple  with  you,  or  in  a 
meeting  with  you  ;  that  are  not  dipped  with  you,  or 
sprinkled  with  you.  But  hereafter  we  fliall  find  that 
the  righteoas  were  tiot  so  circumscribed,  when  we  shall 
see,  "  many  coming  from  the  east,  and  from  the  west, 
"from  the  north,  and  from  the  south,  to  sit  down 
*'  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of 
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imd  thirsting  after  righteousness  j  diligent  in  approadi- 
ing  unto  God ;  waUdng  ^*  in  newness  of  life  ;*'  and 
discovering  a  spuituafity  of  temper,  a  dispositicm  fbi^ 
devotion,  a  deachiess  to  the  world,  a  benevolence,  a 
]iberaiky,  sBch  M  we  seldom  find  in  thofe  high  toned 
dodtrkialists,  whfOHegard  themselves  as  the  only  advo- 
cates for  free  graoe'?  And  by  the  way,  it  is  not  a 
siystem  of  ao^ns,  however  good,  or  a  judgment  in  di« 
vine  things  however  clear,  ths^t  will  constitute  a  chris- 
tian. It  is  a  transformation  by  the 'renewing  of  the 
mind ;  it  is  a  putting  ^^  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds, 
^'  and  putting  on  the  new  nian,  which  after  God  is 
^created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness;''  it  iy 
walking,  "^ven  as  he -walked/' — ^'^  If  any  man  have 
^^  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his.^^ 

And  to  pass  to  the  opposite  side,  we  should  also  re- 
member, that  men  do  not  always  live  according  to  the 
iiatund  tendency  aikd  consequences  of  their  creed. 
"Some  hold  sentiments  very  injurious  to  hofiness,  who 
are  not  wicked  men ;  their  hearts  are  better  than 
their  opinions ;  their  principles  give  their  consciencies 
a  liberty  to  sin,  whidi  they  refuse  to  take ;  and  their 
practice  is  horned  with  good  works,  which  their  sys^ 
tern  by  no  means  requires.  No  one  can  imagine  that 
I  mention  this  with  a  view  to  countenance,  or  palliate 
the  adoption  of  such  sentiment;;.  They  blaspheme  eve^ 
ry  line  in  the  bible,  and  are  always  injurious  in  a  de- 
gree ;  but  where  they  happen  to  fall  in  with  a  love  of 
sin,  the  effect  is  dreadful;  where  such  a  poisonous 
infusion  is  imbibed,  and  not  counteracted  by  a  singu^ 
lar  potency  of  constitution,  the  consequence  is  certain 
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Finally  ;  many  are  excluded  from  the  number 
of  the  righteous  by  practical  imperfections. — 
There  is  a  blemish  in  every  duty,  a  deficiency  in  every 
grace,  a  mixture  in  every  character ;  and  if  none  are 
to  be  considered  as  the  people  of  God,  who  are  not 
free  from  infirmity,  you  will  easily  be  induced  to  Jake 
up  the  language,  "  I  am  left  alone  ;"  for  who  can  say, 
"  I  have  made  my  heart  clean,  I  am  pure  from  my 
"  sin  ;"  "  I  have  attained,  I  am  already  perfect."  The 
best  of  men  are  but  men  at  the  best.  "  I  am  left  alone." 
Nay,  Elijah,  you  arc  not  left.  Even  you  are  *'  a  man 
"  of  like  passions  as  we  are."  With  all  your  miraculoui 
endowments,  and  religious  attainments,  you  discovered 
the  same  natural  feelings,  the  same  moral  defects.  Yoa 
feared  Jezebel,  fled  dismayed  from  your  work,  impa- 
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monument  of  mercy  to  future  generations,   he  will 
harden  thee  into  a  pillar  of  fait. 

God  forbid  we  (hould  plead  for  fin;  but  let  us 
not  Ihun  to  declare  a  truth,  for  fear  of  a  pofCble 
abufe  of  it.  Severe  in  judging  ourfdves,  let  us  en- 
deavour to  judge  favourably  of  others,  and  place  before 
our  minds  every  confideration  tending  to  aid  that 
charity  winch  "  thinketh  no  evil,  believing  all  things, 
**  hoping  all  things,  enduring  all  things."——  ' 

—That  we  are  to  learn  of  One,  who  will  not  bceak 
a  bruifed  reed,  or  quench*  the  smoaking  flax,  till  he 
bring  forth  judgment  unto  victory.— That  there  is  a, 
day  of  small  things,  which  we  are  not  to  defpife.  That 
grace  corrects,  but  does  not  eradicate  nature ;  fubducs,. 
but  does  not  extinguifh  the  paffions ;  forms  us  chris- 
tians, but  leaves  us  inen.— ^That  there  are  inequalities 
among  the  righteous  j  that  the  good  ground  yielded 
\rv  varied  proportions,  fome  a  hundred  fold,  fome 
iixty,  fome  thirty!#— rXhat  a-  prevailing  holy  difpofition 
may  have  exceptions,  and  that  a  iingle  action  is  not  to 
pleaded  againft  a  long  continued  practice. — ^That 
perfons  who  would  abandon  an  unlawful  purfuit,  the. 
moment  they  were  convinced  of  its  impropriety,  may 
continue  in  it  for  i  tipie,  for  want  of  knowledge  or 
reflection.— That  as  we  entertain  a  confidence  in  our 
own  £dvation,  though  confcious  of  numberlefs  im- 
perfections, We  fliould  not  require  perfedion  of  others. 
—That  our  failures,  though  not  as  grofe,  may  be -as 
guilty  as  thofe  of  our  brethren ; — and,  that  we  may 
fometimes  entertain  a  hope  which  we  are  afraid  to 
publifh,  and  believe  that  fome  are  in  the  way  to  hea- 
ven, whofe  fafe  arrival  there,  we  truft,  will  never  be 
known  in  this  world. 
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ling  the  same  road,  heirs  of  the  same  ^'  grace  of  eter- 
"  nal  life." 

SecondlYi  are  you  of  the  number  ?  For,  my  dear 
hearers,  it  is  of  little  importance  for  you  to  know  that 
many  will  enter  in,  if  you  are  excluded :  ^^  there  shall 
'^  be  weeping  »id  gnasMng  of  teeth,  when  ye  shall  see 
^^  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets 
in  the  Idngdom  of  Qod,  and  you  yourselves  thrust  • 
out.''    As  you  all  hope  to  escape  this  dreadful  doom, 
it  behoves  you  to  examine  whether  your  confidence 
be  well  founded,  and  whether,  living  as  you  live,  the 
scripture  justifies  your,  hope  of  heaven.     Who  then 
you  ask,  will  be  saved  ?  Those  who  live  in  the  world, 
^nd  not  like  it ;  thofe  who  ^^  have  no  fellowship  with 
*'  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness,  but  rather  reprove 
them  y"  those  who  are  *^  a  peculiar  people,  zeal- 
ous of  good  works.**     It  is  the  character  here  given 
them  :    *'  I  have  reserved  to  myself    seven  thousand 
**  men,    who    have    not    bowed    the   ^nee    ro  the 
"  IMAGE  OF  baal:*    And    this  was  the   reigning  sin  ; 
the  court,  the  city,  the  country,  all  followed  Baal  ; 
his  worship  was   univerfal.      My  brethren,   the  beft 
evidence  you  can  give  of  your  integrity,  is  freedom 
from  the  prevailing,    fafhionable  vices  and  follies  of 
the  times  and  places  in  which  you  live.     A  dead  fish  . 
can  swim  with  the  stream,    but  a  live  one  oqly  can 
swim  against    it.     The    influence  of  one  man  over 
another,  is  truly  wonderful.     The  individual  is  up- 
right ;    his  connections  give  him  ajl  his  wrong  bias. 
Alone,   he  forms  good  resolutions ;    when  he  enters 
the  world  they  are  broken,    "  like  as  a  thread  of  tow 

*^  is  broken  when  it  toucheth  the  fir e«''     It  is  not 

D 


......  aivvavs  attends  iui  adl 

o(  JoriUS  Clirisr.     Others,  who  had 
progress,  have  been  easily  deprive 
sneer,  of  all  their  religion.    Not  to 
^^  Baal,"  when  all'  adore  him  ;.  to  \ 
family  behind  us,  and  say  to  our  n 
relations,  **  choose  you  this  day,  wl 
•*  but  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  w 
to  withstand  in  a  pious  cause,    tli 
ample;    to  keep  our  way  when-  \ 
multitude  approaching  us  ;  to  pass  tl 
unshrinking  as  we   feel    the  scourg 
this  is  no  easy  thing ;  this  is  princ 
and  this  christian  heroism  is  not  or 
but  nccessarv.    Do  not  sav,  therefore 
shall  be  sin^ruLir.     If  vou  arc  christ 
singular  ;  it  is  the  grand  design,  the 
sequence  of   the  gospel.     Read  the 
followers :  "  Ye  are  not  of  the  wor 
■  **  not  of  the  world."     Examine  its 
"  not  conformed  to  tliis  world,  but  1 
"  by  the  renewing  of  the  mind."  "^^ 
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language  is  too  plain  to  be  misunderftood ;  the  meaning 
too  awful  to  be  trifled  with.  Decide,  and  decide  im- 
mediately. "  Withdraw  yourselves  from  these  men,*' 
before  a  common  perdition  involves  you  all.  If  with 
them  you  will  sin,  vAili  them  you  must  suifer.  They 
^•ho  followed  the  multitude  rather  than  Noah,  were 
drowned  in  the  flood.  They  who  followed  the  multi- 
tude rather  than  Lot,  were  destroyed  in  the  cities  of 
the  plain.  They  who  followed  the  multitude  rather 
than  Joshua  and  Caleb,  perbhed  in  the  wilderness ; 
and  as  it  was  then,  so  'it  is  now .;  ^*  as  for  such  as  turn 

aside  to  their  crooked  ways,  the  Lord  will  lead  them 

forth  WITH  the  workers  of  .iniquity." 

Thirdly,  Let  those  who  have  been  "  reserved,* 
consider  the  Author  and  the  End  of  their  distioction. 
Remember  by  whom  you  have  been  secured  ;  God  is 
the  author  j  hence  he  says,  "  1  have  reserved."  "  For 
^'  who  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  another^  and  what  hast 
"  thou  that  thou  didst  not  receive  ?"  Had  you  been  left 
to  yourselves,  and  "  given  up  to  your  own  counsel,** 
you  would  have  been  carried  along  by  the  same  cvtl 
tendency  "  in  the  course  of  this  world."  But  his 
grace,  equally  free  and  powerful,  interposed  in  youjr 
favour  ;  it  gave  to  ordinances  their  eflicacy,  and  to 
the  dispensations  of  Providence  their  sanctifying  influ. 
encc  in  turning  the  mind,  andTestraining  the  life  from 
sin ;  and  boasting  excluded,  you  arc  indulging  your- 
selves in  language  used  by  all  the  redeemed  before 
you — "  not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unf o  us,  but  unto 
"  thy  name  be  glory,  for  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth's 
"  sake  :"  "  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am :  not 

I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me."     Re- 


cc 
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Inember  also  for  whom  you  have  been  secured,  God 
is  the  end  ;  hence  he  say^,  "  I  have  reserved  unto 
"  MYSELF  :''  "  they  are  to  be  my  reprefentatives  on 
*'  earth,  to  wear  my  image,  to  maintain  my  caufe,  to  be 
"employed  in  my  service."  "This  people  have  I 
*' formed  for  myfelf,  they  fliall  fliew  forth  my  praife.'' 
*'  They  fliall    be   called    trees   of    righteoufnefs,    the 

"planting of  the  Lord,  that  he  may  be  glorified." 

"  The  Lord  hath  fet  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  him- 
"  Self.''  Chriftians  j  it  is  an  high,  an  awful  deftiny. 
It  Iheds  a  facrednefs  over  the  whole  charat^er,  which 
you  fliould  always  feel.  It  hallows  you.  It  confecrates 
your  perfons  and  your  poflbffions.  All  you  have,  aH 
you  arc,  is  his  ;  ar.d  all  is  for  him. '  This  end  deter- 
mincsi,    and  fimplifies  your  work  ;    to  this  you  are 
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IIbRE  is  the  PAriESCE  OF  SAisrs. 

DID  you  iBver  obfenre  my  dear  brethren, 
the  exclamation  of  David  ?  '^  Mark  the  perfed  man, 
and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  nfian  is 
peace.**  A  religious*lc|iaracter  is  an  objefl:  truly 
wonderful  and  interefting  ;  there  is  fomething  in  him 
worthy  of  peculiar  not}ce  and  regard.  David  indeed 
fixes  the  mind  Qn  one  article  only,  and  calls  upon  Uft 
to  confider  his  *^  end  j"  but  his  way  is  as  remarkable 
as  his  end  ;  hb  life  is  as  deferving  of  attention  as  his 
death  ;  and  it  is  pleafing  and  ufeful  to  obferve  him  in 
every  relation,  to  purfue  him  through  every  condition, 
and  to  admire  thofe  excellencies  which  unfold  them, 
felves,  and  operate  as  proofs  of  his  origin,  and  pledges 
of  the  **  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality,"  to 
which  it  tend^. 

Hence  we  endeavour  to  excite  you  to  contemplate 
succeffively  his  various  features.  Sometimes  we  have 
placed  him  before  you  as  convinced  of  fin.  At 
^fther  times   as  cxercifing   faith   on  otar  Lord  Jefus 
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Chrift.  You  have  lately  seen  him  "  rejoidng  in  the 
"  hope  of  bis  calling."  This  morning  he  appars 
among  his  *'  brethren  and  companions  in  tribulation," 
dilHuguifhed  by  thepofieffionand  triumphs' of  patience. 
"  Here  is   the  patience  of  the  .^nts."      We   ihall, 

I.  Delineate  the  character  of  saints. 

II.  Explain  the  connbctiok  there  is  between 
saints  and  patience. 

in.  And  specify  80MK  cases  in  which  their  pa- 
tience   IB    to  BE    rendered  illustrious,  SO  AS   TO 

produce  the  exclamation— "Here  is  the  pa- 
tience of  the  saints." 

Fart  I.  God  has  always  a  people  for  his  name'; 
he  owns  them  to  be  saints  ;  and  they  are  often  found 
where  \vc  should  little  espcifl  to  find  thom.     Thus  we 
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aid  if  he  takes  his  talents^  and  ufes  them  for  any  otKer 
parpofe,  he  is  guilty  of  facrilege. 

The  fecond  is  derived  from  their  personal  reno- 
TATioN.  The  infiruments  under  the  law  were  only 
holy  by  appropriation ;  no  ch^ge  pa£G^  upon  them  ; 
no  change  was  necei&ry.  It  is  otherwise  with  us  \  for 
fince  God  finds  us  in  a  state  wholly  unfuited  to  his 
fervice,  we  muft  be  "  made  meet  for  the  great  Mafter*s 
"  ufe."  Hence  regeneration  is  neceflary,  by  which  we 
are  "  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  minds/*  and  ^  made 
**  partakers  of  the  divine  nature."  God  may  call  an 
angel  into  his  prefence,  and  immediately  employ  him 
without  a  change ;  he  will  love  the  command^  and  be 
equal  to  the  work.  But  does  he  determine  to  employ  in 
his  fervice  an  unregenerate  finner  ?  He  is  unqualified ; 
ke  has  neither  ability  nor  inclination  ;  and  is  deftitute 
of  the  fpirituaUty  which  the  work  of  God  requires. 
Hence  the  promiie,  "  a  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  yoxj,, 
^'  and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  witliin  you  ;  and  I  will  take 
"  away  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flefh,  and  I  will  give 
"  you  an  heart  of  flefli.  And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
*'  you,  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye 
*'fliaU  keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them."  And 
with  this  agrees  the  declaration  of  the  apoftle  j 
^  we  are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus 
**unto  good  works^,  which  God  lias  before  ordained 
**  that  we  fliould  walk  in  them."  View  him  then  as 
he  comes  from  the  hands  of  his  new  Creator.  ITiere 
'  is  nothing  by  which  he  is  fo  much  diftinguifhed,  as  an 
unconquerable  concern  for  holinefs.  What  does  he 
love  ? — "-^  I  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  after  the  inner 
**^man/'      What  is  his  grief  ? — ^*<  O  v^nretched  man 
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**■  that  I  am !  who  Ihall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
"  death  ?*'  What  is  hb  prayer  ?— "  Create  in  me  a  dean 
"  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me." 
What  is  his  hope  ?— That  he  "  fliall  be  like  Him,  and 
"  lee  Him  as  he  is :  and  having  this  hope  in  him,  he 
"  purifieth  liimfclf,  even  as  He  is  pure."  Holinefe  is 
the  gofpel  embodied.  The  Cunt  exhibits  it  alive. 
The  gofpel  is  holy;  its  Author  holy;  its  maxims 
and  its  commands  holy  i  its  promifes,  ordinances,  de- 
figns  holy  \  and  there  is  nothing  by  which  it  is  fo 
much  diftinguifiied  and  glorified,  as  the  holinefs  which 
pervades  it.  My  brethren,  contemplate  tlie  fubject 
in  tliis  light  more  frequently,  and  do  not  indydp  every 
thing  clfe,  rather  than  this  in  your  notion  of  the  gofpel. 
Do  not  imagine  with  fome,  that  it  was  defigned  to 
furnifli  a  fubftitute  for  hnliiipfs  :  ;inci  tiia'ti  Ir.  ujil  excufa 
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eftimadon,  principle  and  motive  are  eflential  to  the 
goodneis  of  action.  A  thing  may  be  materially  good, 
when  it  is  not  morally  fo.  A  man  may  give  ^^  all  hia 
^  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  not  have  charity  *^ 
while  a  poor  widow  is  hdd  up  as  an  examj^  of  be- 
nevolence^  though  ihe  cafts  into  the  treafury  but  two 
mites.  If  a  law  were  enacted  againi^  luxury  and  ex-^ 
travagance,  a  covetous  man  would  be  very  obedient ; 
but  let  his  avarice,  and  not  the  law,  have  the  honour 
€xf  his  obedience.  Apply  this  to  the  cafe  before  us, 
A  num  may  endure,  and  not  be  patient  \  there  may 
be  no  religious  principle  or  motive  to  influence  him ; 
it  may  be  a  careleis  indolence,  a  fiupid  infenfitdiity  ; 
mechanical  bravery  ;  conftitutional  fortitude ;  a  dar- 
ing ftoutnefs  of  fpirit,  refulting  from  fatalifm,  philofo- 
phy,  or  pride.  Chriflian  patience  is  another  thing ;  it 
is  derived  from  a  divine  agency,  nourifhed  by  heavenly 
trvit\\,  2Ltvd  guided  by  fcriptural  rules.  Such  is  the 
patience  o(  which  we  are  fpeaking;  and  as  this  i$ 
ONLY  to  be  found  in  the  fubjects  of  true  holinefs,  fq 
we  may  obferve,  # 

Secondly,  every  feint  pofleffes  patience ;  not 
indeed  in  equal  degrees,  "  for  one  ftar  difiereth  from 
^another  ftar  in  glory."  But  all  are  ftars.  All  are 
endued  with  this  virtue.  It  is  one  of  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit;  it  is  an  eflential  part  of  the  divine  image 
reftored  in  man.  The  work  of  God  in  the  foul  is  not 
like  a  piece  of  ftatuary,  where  one  part  is  finiflied  while 
the  reft  remains  in  block;  but  it  is  a  creation,  and 
imperceptible  as  the  beginning  may  be,  there  arc 
found  all  the  parts  which  increafed  and  developed,  pro- 
4uce^  and  (Ufplay   the   maturity;    aU   i^   adyanq^^ 
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Hthatlam!  -iiihii  niiiM^iiliwiilMiftfc»>riiMW<M«'l*» 
** -death  ?"  What  is  hb  prayer  ? — ^"  Create  in  me  a  deaa 
*?-h«rt,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me.'* 
What  is  his  hope  ? — That  he  "  fliall  be  like  Him,  and 
'^  fee  Him  as  he  is  :  and  having  this  hope  in  him,  he 
•♦■purifieth  himfelf,  even  as  He  is  pure."  Holinels  is 
the  gofpel  embodied.  'I'he  Ciiot  exhibits  it  alive. 
The  gofpel  is  holy ;  its  Author  holy ;  its  maxims 
and  its  commands  holy  ;  its  promiles,  ordinances,  de- 
figDs  holy  J  and  there  is  nothing  by  which  it  is  fo 
nucfa  diftinguifhed  and  glorified,  as  the  hoUnefs  which 
pervades  it.  My  brethren,  contemplate  the  fubject 
in  this  light  more  frequently,  and  do  not  incli;ide  every 
thing  elfe,  rather  tiian  this  in  your  notion  of  the  gofpcl. 
Do  not  ima^ne  vith  fbme,  that  it  was  defigned  ta 
iurniflL  a  fubfiitute  for  holinels ;  and  that  it  will  ezcuie 
your  being  holy,  provided  yov  are  found.  The  grand 
thing  it  is  intended  to  teach  you  is,  "  that  denying  all 
**  ungodUnefs  and  worhtiy  lufi,  you  fhould  live  foberly, 
^  righteeuily,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world."  An4 
remember  this  important  truth,  that  chrlftians  are 
called  by  the  gofpel  to  be  £unts ;  that  you  are  chrif- 
tians  only  in  proportiqn  as  you  are  £iints ;  and  that 
you  are  no  further  feints  than  you  are  *•  holy  'in  all 
**  manner  of  converiation  and  godUuels."  We  pro? 
feed  to  reflect. 

Part  II.     0(J    the    connection    there    is    be* 

TWEEN    SAINTS     AND    PATIENCE.       Aod    FIRST,     faintS 

ONLY  have  patience.  "  For  the  Lord  feeth  not  as 
**  man  seeth :  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appeiar* 
**  ance,  but  the  Lord  looketh  on  thie  heart."    In  h^ 
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ccHifinod  him  to  thje  houfe  of  grief  j  little  has  he  fup- 
pofed,  that  be  was  approaching  the  mod  ufeful  peri- 
od of  his  Jife.  But  this  has  often  been  the  cafe  ;  and 
he  has  rendered  more  fervice  to  religion  by  fuffering, 
than  by  doing.  O,  what  a  theatre  of  ufefulneis  is  even 
a  ^  bed  of  laRguifhing  !'*  "  We  are  a  fpeftade  to 
*<angeb,"  as  well  as  "to  the  world,  and  to  men/' 
The  fuSerer  lies  open  to  their  infpeclion ;  and  the 
view  of  him,  enduring,  fiiftained,  glorying  in  tribula- 
tioo,  draws  forth  frefh  acclamations  of  praife  to  that 
God,  whofe  grace  can  produce  fuch  wonderful  efieds : 
**  Here  is  the  patience  of  the  iaints."  But  all  his  fel- 
low  creatures  2Hre  not  excluded ;  there  is  generally  a 
circle  of  relations,  friends,  neighbours,  who  are  wit- 
neffes  of  the  fcene.  I  appeal  to  your  feelings.  When 
you  have  feen  a  chiiftian  fuffering  in  charader,  with 
all  the  compofure  and  majefty  of  fubmiflion  ;  when 
you  hsLve  heard  him  foftly  faying,  "  though  I  mourn, 
"J  do  DOt  murmur;  why  fhould  a  living  man  com- 
**  plain  ?'*  "  it  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth 
*'  him  good;**  "  his  ways  are  judgment  ;'*  "  he  hath 
"  done*  all  things  well  ;*'  "I  fee  a  litde  of  his  perfec- 
"  tion,  and  adore  the  reft,**  has  not  a  voice  addreffed 
you— • 

Now  see  the  man  immortal ;  him  I  mean 
Who  lives  as  such  ;  whose  heart  full  bent  on  heaven 
Leans  all  that  way ;  his  bias  to  the  stars. 
^     The  world's  dark  shades  in  contrast  set  shall  raise 
His  lustre  more  ;  tho  bright  without  a  foil : 
Observe  his  awful  portrait  and  admire. 
Nor.  stop  at  wonder,  imitate,  and  love.—-— 

Have  you  riot  turiited  afide,  and  exclaimed,  What  an 
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efficacy,  what  an  excellency  in  the  religion  of  Jefus  !-^ 
"  Here  is  the  patience  of  the  faints  !"     This  bring  us. 

Part  III.  To  fpccify  some  cases  in  which  the  pa- 
tience of  the  faints  is  to  be  rendered  illustrious  and 
STRIKING.  We  fliali  mention  three.  The  firft  con- 
cerns provocation;  the  fecond  affliction;  the 
third  DELAY  :  here  patience  is  neceflary  ;  and  here  we 
are  to  behold  its  triumphs. 

Firft,  it  is  to  be  difplayed  in  bearing  provocation. 
*'  It  muft  needs  be  that  offences  will  come."  Our 
opinions,  reputations,  connections,  offices,  buHneffes, 
render  us  widely  vulnerable.  The  charafters  of  men 
are  various  ;  their  purfuits  and  their  interefts  perpetu- 
ally  clafh.  Some  try  us  by  their  ignorance,  fome  by 
their  folly,  fomo  by  their  perverfencfs,  fome  by  their 
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fioBate.  They  who  are  eafily.  provoked,  commit  their 
repofe  to  the  keeping  of  their  enemies  ;  they  lie  down 
at  their  ieetj  and  invite  them  to  ftrike.  The  man  of 
temper  places  himself  beyond  vexatious  interruption 
and  infuit.  ^^  He  that  hath  no  rule  over  his  own  fpir- 
^  ity  is  like  a  city  that  is  broken  down  and  without 
**  walls,"  into  which  enter  over  the  ruins,  toads,  fer- 
pents,  vagrants,  thieves,,  enemies  ;  whUe  the  man,  who 
in  patience  pofleffes  his  foul,  has  the  command  of  him- 
felf,  places  a  defence  all  around  him,  and  fwbids  the 
entrance  of  such  unwelcome  company  to  ofiend  or  dif* 
compofe. 

His  wifdom  requires  it.  "  He  that  is  slow  to  anger 
"is  of  great  underfbmding ;  but  he  that  is  hafty  of 
**  fpirit  exalteth  folly*"  "  Anger  refleth  in  the  bofom 
**  of  fools."  Wifdom  gives  us  large,  various,  compre- 
henfive  failing  round  views  of  things  ;  the  very  exer- 
dfe  operates  as  a  diverfion,  affords  the  miiid  time  to 
cool,  and  /urniAes  numberlefe  circumflances  tending 
to  foften  feverity.  Such  is  the  meekne&  of  wifdom. 
Thus  randour  is  the  offspring  of  knowledge. 

H5s  dignity  requires  it.  "  It  is  the  glory  of  a  man 
**  to  pafs  by  a  tranfgreflion.*'  "  Be  not  overcome  of 
"  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good.'^  The  man  pro- 
voked to  revenge,  is  conquered,  and  lofes  the  glory 
of  the  fbruggle  j  while  he  who  forbears,  comes  off  a 
viftor,  crowned  with  no  common  laurels  ;  for,  "  he 
"  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty  :  and 
"  he  that  ruleth  his  fpirit,  than  he  that  taketh  a  city.^* 
A  flood  aflails  a  rock,  and  rolls  off,  unable  to  make 
^n  impreffion  ;  while  (Iraws.  and  boughs  are  borne  off 
in  triumph,  carried  down  the  ilream,  "  driven  with 
•*  the  win4t  ^nd.toffed.*' 
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It  IS  alfo  required  by  examples  the  mofi  worthy  of 
our  imitation.  What  provocations  had  Jofeph  receiv- 
ed A-om  bis  brethren !  but  he  £carcely  mentions  the 
crime,  fo  eager  is  he  to  announce  the  pardon  ;  "  and 
'*  he  faid,  I  am  Jofeph  your  brother,  whom  ye  fold  in^ 
"  to  Egypt :  now  therefore  be  not  grieved,  nor  angry 
''  ivith  yourfelves  that  ye  fold  me  hither ;  for  God  did 
"  fend  me  before  you  to  preferve  life."  "  Hear  David : 
**  they  rewarded  me  -e^  for  good,  to  the  fpoiling  of 
*<  my  foul.  But  as  for  me,  when  they  were  fick  my 
"  clothing  was  fackdoth :  I  humUed  my  foul  with 
*'  fafting,  and  my  prayer  returned  into  my  own  bof- 
"  om.  I  behaved  myfelf  as  though  he  had  been  my 
*<  friend  or  brother :  {  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one 
**  that  mourneth  for  his  mother  !'*  View  Stephen, 
dyinir  under  a  fhower  of    ilones  ;  he  more  thai 
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The  creatuxes  are  eager  to  puniilu  Peter  drew 
sword.  The  SUB  K9(dved  to  fldae  on  such  criminab 
BO  longer.  The  rodb  aiked  leav!^  to  crufli  them» 
The  earth  trend^les  under  the  sinful  load.  The  very- 
dead  cannot  ssemain  in  their  graves.  He  su&rs  them 
aU  to  teftify  their  sympathy,  but  forbids  their  revenge; 
and  left  the  Judge  of  all  ihould  pour  forth  his  fury» 
he  uiihu[itly  qies,  ^^  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
^  know  not  what  tjiey  do."  ^^  Here  is  the  patience 
«  of"  a  God. 

Secondly^  FaOience  is  to  be  displayed  in  suFPERiifo 
ATFUcrrojff.  ^  Man  is  born  to  trouble,  as  the  sparks 
^  fly  upward ;"  and  so  far  are  the  saints  from  being 
exempted,  that  we  are  informed  ^^  many  are  the  af- 
fiftions  of  the  righteous.''  But  we  &all  not  def- 
cribe  them ;  we  have  only  to  enquire  after  the  tem- 
per with  which  they  are  to  be  bore.  It  is  not  neces« 
sary  to  be  inseniible ;  there  is  no  virtue  in  bearing 
what  we  do  not  £oA  ;  grace  takes  away  the  heart  of 
stone,  and  patience  does  not  bring  it  back.  Tou  may 
de^e  deliverance ;  but  these  desires  will  not  be  rafli, 
insifting,  unoxiditional ;  but  always  closed  with  '^  nev- 
ertheless, not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  You 
may  employ  means  to  obtain  freedom ;  but  these 
means  wiU  be  lawful  ones.  A  suffering  christian  may 
see  several  ways  of  release,  but  he  seeks  only  God's 
way.  **  He  who  confined  me  fhall  bring  me  forth  ; 
'^  here  wiU  I  stand  still  to  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord, 
**  wlttch  HE  wiH  shew  me.**  He  would  rather  endure 
the  greatest  calamity,  than  commit  the  least  sin ;  and 
while  the  affli6tion  remains,  there  is  no  rebellious  car- 
nage, no  foaming  expressions,   no  liard  thoughts  of 
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God,  no  charging  him  ibolishiy.  He  calmly  acquis 
esces  in  a  condition,  of  the  disadvantages  of  which  he 
is  fully  sensible.  His  patience  keeps  him  In  the  mcdi- 
urn  between  presumption  and  defpair ;  between  des- 
pising  "  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  and  fainting  wheti 
*'  rebuked  of  him  ;"  between  feeling  too  little  and  too 
much.  Here  then  is  another  field,  in  which  patiencet 
may  gatlier  glory.  Afflidtion  comes  to  exercise  and 
illuftrate  our  patience.  *'  The  trial  of  your  faith 
"  worketh  patience  j"  and  it  does  so  in  consequence 
of  the  divine  blessing,  and  by  the  natural  operation  of 
things  ;  for  use  makes  perfedl,  the  yoke  is  rendered 
easy  by  being  worn,  and  those  parts  of  the  body  which 
are  most  in  aftion,  are  the  most  strong  and  solid. 
And  therefore  you  are  not  to  excuse  improper  dispo- 
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^example  of   fuffering   afflidion,    aod  of  patience. 

<*Tou  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job.     He  waai 

^  ftripped  of  an,  and  he  £ad,  the  Lord  gave,  and  the 

<*  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  bleflfed  be  the  name  of 

^  the  Lord :  what !  (Ml  we  receive  good  at  the  Lord's 

<<  hands,  and  ihall  we  nol  receive  evil  I  Confider  the 

^  unparalleled  fuflferings  of  thy  Sayiour  \  and  he  faid, 

^  the  cup  which  my  Father  giveth  me  to  drink,  fliall 

<*I  not  drink  it?    Do  not  imagine  thefe  trials  are 

^  fruits  of  my  difpleafure :  as  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke 

^and  chaften.    I  defign  tby  weUare;    and  I  know 

<•  how  to  advance  it.    You  have  often  been  miftaken  j 

^'fbmetimes  you  have  been  led  to  deprecate  events, 

^  which  you  now  fee  to  have  been  peculiar  mercies* 

^Truft  me  in  this  difpenfs^tion :    reafons  forbid  my 

<^  explaining  things  fully  at  prefent :  what  I  do,  tho^ 

^  knoweft  not  now,   but  thou  fhalt  know  hereafter* 

^^  In  the  mean  time  he  afiured,  I  do  not  afflict  willingly 

<^  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.    Thef^  troubles  are 

*^  as  necefiary  for  thy  foul,  as  medicine  for  the  body, 

<^  as  the  furnace  for  gold,  as  the  knif!^  for  the  vine, 

^  Be  not  afraid  of  the  ^filidion ;  I  have  it  completely 

^  under  my  management ;  when  the  ^nd  is  anfwered 

♦*  I  will  remove  it ;  J  know  how  to  deliver.    Till  then, 

f'  fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee ;  be  not  difmayed,  for  I 

<<  am  thy  Grod :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee,  yea  I  will  keep 

^  thee,  yea  I  will  uphold  thee  ^th  the  right  hai^d 

<*  of  my  righteoufnefs.'' rO,  could  I  hear  this  ;   this 

would  huih  each  rebellious  figh,  check  every  murmur* 
iog  thought.  Is  this  then  fuppofition  ?  has  not  God 
(lid  all  this  ;  does  he  not  fay  all  this  in  his  word  ? 

Thirdly,  Patience  is  to  be  exerdfed  vnder  ds{.avs« 
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We  as  naturally  purfue  a  desired  good,  as  we  fliun  an 
apprehended  evil.  The  want  of  fuch  a  good  is  as  griev- 
ous as  the  prefl'ure  of  fuch  an  evil ;  and  an  ability  to 
tear  the  one  is  as  needful  a  qualification,  as  the  forti- 
tude by  which  we  endure  the  other.  It  therefore  as 
much  belongs  to  patience,  to  wait,  as  to  fuffcr.  We 
read  of  "  tlie  patience  of  hope :"  for  patience  will  be 
rendered  neceJVary  according  to  the  degree  of  hope. 
"  Hope  deterred  niaketh  the  heart  lick :"  it  is  the  of- 
fice of  patience  to  prevent  this  fainting.  And  God  is 
perpetually  calling  for  the  esercife  of  it.  He  does  not 
always  immediately  indulge  you  with  an  anfwer  to 
prayer,  lie  hears  indeed  as  foon  as  you  knock,  but 
he  docs  not  inftnntly  open  the  door :  to  iland  there 
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"patient  continuance  in  well  doing."  *^We  have 
'**  alfo  need  of  patience,  that  after  we  have  done  the 
^  will  of  God,  we  may  receive  the  promifes/'  See- 
the chriAian,  waiting  compofedly  year  after  year  in  a 
vale  of  tears,  for  an  U) finite  happinefs  ;  the  heir  of  £dch 
an  inheritance  reiigned  to  abide  fo  long  in  indigence  ! 
Surely,  it  is  trying  to  be  detained  fo  many  months 
at  anchor  off  the  fair  haven,  the  end  of  his  voyage  in 
view;  to  have  all  the  glory  of  the  unfeen  world  Isdd 
open  to  the  eye  of  feith  ;  the  trials  of  this  life  to  urge, 
and  the  bleffings  of  another  to  dr;aw ;  to  have  earners 
to  enfure,  and  foretafles  to  endear.  Surely  there  is 
enough  to  make  him  diilatisfied  to  tarry  here.  And . 
it  feems  proper  for  the  chriflian  to  be  more  thajx. 
willing  to  go.  Should  an  Ifraelite  fix  o^  this  fide  the . 
promifed  land  ?  Is  he  not  commanded  to  arife  and  de- . 
part  hence  ?  Can  he  love  God,  unlefs  he  wiihes  to  be 
with  lum  1  Boes  mot  the  new  nature  tend  towards  its 
perfedtion  ?  What  wonder,  therefore,  if  we  Ihould 
bear  the  believer  fighing,  "  P  that  I  had  wings  UVe 
"  a  dove  ;  for  then  woiild  I  flee  awayj  and  be  at  reft. 
"  I  would  haften  my  escape  from  jhe  ftorpiy  wind  and 
"tempeft.  O,  when  fliall  I  come  and  appear  before 
*^  God  ?  When  fliall  I  leave  the  dregs  of  society, .  and 
"join  the  general  aflembly  above?  When  will  my 
"  dear  connexions  gone  before,  receive  me  ipto  ever- 
"  lafting  habitations  ?  O,  how  I  envy  them  !  O,  .the 
**  glories  of  yonder  world !  I  seem  iijdiftincUy  to  ?:ee 
"the  fliining  prize;  I  seem  to  hear  a  little  of  their 
"  melody*  O,  that  was  a  perfume  blown  across  the 
"  river  J  how  it  revives  my  spirits,  and  calls  me  away  T*- 
But  a  voice  cries,   "be  patient,  brethren,   unto   the 
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**  coming  of  the  Lord  ;  behold  tlic  husbandman  ;  he 
"  waiteth  for  the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  hath 
*']ong  patience  for  it,  until  he  receive  the  former  and 
*'  the  latter  rain."  'Ihe  saint  answers,  "  I  pray  not 
"  that  He  fliould  take  me  out  of  the  world,  but  keep 
"  me  from  the  evii.  I  am  willing  to  remain,  while 
*'  He  has  a  ftation  for  me  to  fill>  a  duty  for  me  to  per- 
'*  form,  a  trial  for  me  to  bear.  All  the  days  of  my 
**  appointed  time  will  I  wait  until  my  change  come-'* 
"  Here  is  the  patience  of  the  saints." 

Let  us  learn  then,  my  brethren,  how  neceflary  it  is 
for  us  to  pofless  this  temper  of  mind  ;  it  is  of  perpetu- 
al and  universal  use.  All  of  you  need  it,  and  ■wUl 
need  it  always.  You  do  not  all  need  genius,  learning, 
wealth ;  but  what  will  you  do  in  a  world  like  this 
without  patience  ?    How  can  you  be  prepared  for  ; 
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ery  thing  accor(&ig  to  its  fancy.  In  a  ftscte  where  fo 
little  is  left  to  chmce  and  convenience,  and  where  we 
are  liable  to  trials  and  changes  ev^y  day,  we  ihould 
feck  after  a  g^ieral  preparation  for  our  pafiage,  and 
ifanengthen  and  invigorate  the  £3ul  by  patience. 

— ^Labour  ilrefiuoudy,  not  only  to  acquire  this  grace, 
but  to  ^ccel  in  it.  Seek  higher  degrees  of  it^  Exer- 
cife  k  not  in  one  thing,  but  in  eveiy  thing,  and  in  ev- 
ery thing  to  the  end.  ^  Let  patience  have  its  perfeft 
<^  work,  that  ye  may  be  perfed  and  entire,  lacking 
*^  nothing.^  There  is  a  Cod  of  patience,  who  giveth 
more  grace*  Approach  him  with  enlarged  defire,  that 
you  may  abound  in  this  grace  aUb,  •''  flrengthened 
^^  with  all  might  according  to  his  glorious  power,  unto 
^  ALL  patience  and  long  fuffering  with  joyfufaiefs.*^ 

-—And  reaiember,  you  will  not  always  be  called  to 
the  exerdfe  of  patience.  Your  ^  warfare  will  foon 
*♦  be  accompliflied :"  for  **  yet  a  little  while.  He  that 
«*  fliall  come,  will  conve,  and  will  not  tarry .*^  A  little 
more  patience,  and  the  wicked  ihall  ceafe  from  troub« 
ling,  and  the  weary  be  at  reft  ;  a  tittle  more  patience, 
and  £urewell,  provocation,  affli£)ion,  and  anxious  de- 
lay&  Patience,  having  conveyed  you  fafe,  and  being 
no  longer  necefl^,  ||iall  return  for  more ;  but  it  wiU 
leave  yon  in  a  ^te  where  all  fliall  be  peace^  all  fhall 
be  quietneis,  all  fliall  be  afTurance  for  ever.    0,  bleb^ 

OUM   GODj     rs    PEOPLE^     AND     MAKE   THE   rOICE    OP    H2E 
PRAISE     ra    BE     HEAMD    J     POR       ^HOUj      0     GoDy     HAST 
PMOrED   USy   THOU  HAST  TRIED    U^j  AS  SILFER  IS    TRIED  : 
ITB   JTOJVr   THROUGH    PIRE    AND   THROUGH   WATERj     BUT 
THOV  MXOUCHTEST  US   OUT  INTO  '  A    fTEALtHT  PLACE. 


*r       ^A.j(«M 


SERMON  III. 

-u-  •*•  •* 

,*«i.^  th- 
rows CALLED  TO  RB31EMBR.iXCE.        ^. 

Gen.  ixxv.  1,  2,  3. 


./.vfl  God  said  vxro  jjcoa,  akhe,  co   ve  fti  aeratiL,  avd  owaLK 
THEBE  ;  AND  MAKE  ruESE  *ir  jl7jk  uHtD  God,  Tat 
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a  victory  over  the  flcfli.  They  are  also  recommended, 
as  holding  forth  the  dispensations  of  divine  Providence 
and  Grace  combined.  It  is  painfnl  to  see  a  man  raised 
up  to  be  an  inftrument  only  ;  girded  and  guided,  by  a 
hand  which  he  knows  not ;  accoinpliihing  designs 
which  he  never  desired  or  approved  ;  and  then  laid 
aside  or  dafiied  to  pieces  as  a  vessel  in  which  there  is 
no  pleasure,  and  such  are  often  the  philosophers,  the 
politicians,  and  the  heroes  of  thia  world.  But  how 
de%htful  and  edifying  is  it,  to  contemplate  men  who 
were  not  only  instruments,  but  favourites  j  who  did 
"  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart,"  and  "  had  the 
"  testimony  that  they  pleased  Him ;"  who  were  the 
depolitories  of  the  divine  counsel,  and  increafed  the 
treasures  of  revelation :  "  of  whom,  as  concerning 
"  the  flesh,  Chrifl  came,"  and  with  whom  we  hope  to 
reside  forever :  "  for  many  shall  come  from  the  east 
and  west,  and  shall  sit  down  witli  Abraham,  and 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  The 
command  of  God  also  leads  us  back  to  the  patriarchal 
s^e,  sends  us  forth  in  search  of  these  renowned  wor- 
thies, and  enjoins  us  '^  not  to  be  slothful,  but  followers 
**  of  them,  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the 
•*  promises/' 

These  reflexions,  my  brethren,  are  intended* to  raise 
this  book  in  your  esteem,  and  to  engage  your  atten- 
tion tg  the  words  which  I  have  detached  from  it  for 
your  edification  this  evening.  ^^  And  God  said  unto 
"  Jacob,  arise,  go  up  to  Bethel,  and  dwell  there  j  and 
*^  make  there  an  altar  unto  God,  that  appeared  unto 
**  thee  when  thou  fleddest  from  the  face  of  Esau  thy 
^'  brother.    Then  Jacob  said  unto  his  household,  and 
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"  to  all  that  were  v^th  him,  put  iway  the  ftnmge  Ckidi 
**tiuit  are  among  you,  and  be  dean,  and  change  your 
**  garments  ;  and  let  iu -arise,  and  go  up  to  Bethel  j 
**  and  I  will  mahe  there  an  altar  unto  Gdd,  who  an- 
*'  swered  me  in  the  day  of  my  diftress,  and  was  unth 
**  me  in  the  way  whidi  I  went."    Let  us   review 

THE  TRANSACTIbN  TO  WHICH  THESE  WOUSS  RE- 
FER ;  DRAW  FORTH  SOME  OV  THE  IKSTRUCTIONB 
IMPLIED  IN  THEU  }  AND  DISTIHCUISH  THE  CHAR- 
ACTERS IN  THIS  ASSEHBLY,  WHO  ARE  COMCBRNED 
IN    THE    COMMAND  AND  THE  EXAMPLE.-^**  AlisC,    and 

"  go  Up  to  Bethel.'*-—'^ — ^'*  Let  us  arise  and  go  up  to 
"  Bethel ;  and  I  will  there  make  an  altar  unto  God, 
"  who  answered  me  in  the  day  of  my  diflress,  and 
*•  was  with  me  in  the  way  which  I  went.** 
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^  behold  I  am  ^h  thee,  and  wUl  keep  thee  in  aU 
^  places  whither  thou  goefi,  and  will  bring  thee  agaia 
^  into  this  land ;  for  I  will  not  leave  thee  until  I  havei 
^^  done  that  which  I  have  spoken  to  thee  of/'  Deeply 
imprefled,  Jacob  arose  and  before  he  proceeded  on  hb 
journey,  **  vowed  a»vow,  saying,  Jtf  God  will  be  with 
^  me,  and  nidll  keep  me  in  the  way  that  I  go,  and  will 
^  give  me  bread  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  so  that 
^^  I  come  again  to  my  father's  house  in  peace ;  then 
<«ihall  the  Lord  be  my  Ood,  and  this  ftone  which  I 
«  have  set  for  a  pillar  (hall  be  God's  house,  and  of  all  that 
*'  thou  (halt  give  me  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto 
^  thee."  His  wifhing  to  by  God  under  an  additional 
bond  marks  his  infirmity.  God  had  spoketi,  and  Jacob 
{hould  hscve  been  satisfied.  But  it  was  wise  and  pious 
to  bind  himself*  Some  have  been  inclined  to  censure 
Jacob,  as  too  conditional  and  too  selfifh  oh  this  occa- 
fion  *,  supposing  he  engaged  only  to  serve  God,  provided 
he  ihouJd  be  indulged  with  the  blessings  he  specifies* 
This  would  have  been  censurable  indeed,  and  utteily 
oppofite  to  the  fsiith  of  the  patriarchs,  one  of  whom 
saud,  "  though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him  j** 
asxd  another  of  whom,  when  commanded,  "  obeyed, 
"  and  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went."  The 
meaning  is,  that  God  by  these  frelh  inftances  of  his 
favour,  would  furnish  him  with  frefh  motives  to  serve 
and  glorify  Him;  and  he  ftipulatcs  the  manner  in 
which  he  would  discharge  the  obligation  he  fhould  be 
laid  under. 

After  twenty  years  hard  service  in  the  houafe  of  his 

uncle,  Jacob  resolves  to  return.    Three  days  after  his 

departure,  laban  pursues  him.    He  overtakes  him  ia 
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Gilead,  is  pacified,  and  withdraws.  Jacob  moves  on, 
crofles  the  ford  of  Jabboc,  descends  on  its  southern 
bank,  reachclh  the  ford  of  Succoth,  wreftles  with  the 
angel,  passes  over  the  river  Jordan  weftward,  and 
comes  to  Shalem.  This  was  an  eventful  pofitionj 
here  he  bought  a  piece  of  ground  from  Hainor;  here 
he  raised  an  altar ;  and  here  befel  him  the  affliction 
he  experienced  in  the  seduction  of  his  daughter,  and 
the  murder  of  tlie  Shechemites ;  here  he  lingers  till 
seven  or  aght  years  have  elapsed.  O  Bethel,  how- 
art  thou  forgotten !  O  Jacob,  where  is  your  vow  to 
repair  thither  as  soon  as  you  returned !  Your  God 
haa  fulfilled  his  engagement.  He  has  been  with  you, 
defended  you,  prospered  you,  and  you  are  come  back 
in  peace.  Where  is  your  altar  ?  Where  the  tenth  of 
your  possessions  to  maintain  it  ?    We  may  compare  one 
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<^  thy  soul  liveth,  my  lord,  I  am  the  woman  diat  !ftoo4 
^'  by  thee  here  praying  unto  the  Lord.  For  this  chil^ji 
^  I  prayed,  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  xjoj  petition 
^^  which  "I  asked  of  him :  therefore  idso  I  have  lent 
'^^  him  to  the  Lord,  as  long  as  he  Uyeth  he  shall  be 
**  lent  to  the  Lord/*  O,  what  were  her  feelings  in  this 
journey !  what  a  contention  between  the  mother  and 
the  saint !  What  a  trial  was  here !  an  only  child,  a 
child  long  defired,  and  endeared  by  a  thousand  W^* 
iiderations;  to  give  him  up;  to  refign  him  for  £V£r^ 
to  see  him  Qnce  a  year,  only  to  renew  the  pain  of  sepa- 
ration !  what  a  superior  delicacy,  fervour,  pernianenx^, 
is  there  in  the  devotiqn  of  this  female  ?  Ho^^  dbes  the 
patriarch  vanifii,  from  a  comparison  with  this  pi(>us 
woman  ?  Here  Jacob  ftiU  Kngers,  and  discovers  no  d»* 
position  to  perforna  hf^  vows ;  and  it  becomes  necessary 
ibr  God  himself  to  address  him.  ^^  And  God  said 
^^txxito  lacob,  arise,^  go  up  tq  Bethel,  and  dwell  there: 
^^  and  make  there  an  altar  unto  Qod,  that  <4>peared 
^  unto  thee  when  thou  fleddest  from  |3>e  &ce  of  Esau 
thy  brother.  Then  Jacob  said  unto  his  Iiousehold, 
and  to  all  that  vere  vdth  him,  put  away  the  ftrange 
gods  that  are  among  you,  and  be  dean,  spid  change 
your  garments:  and  let  p^  arise,  and  go  up  to 
^^  Bethel ;  and  1  will  make  there  an  altaf  unto  God, 
f  <  who  answered  mc  in  the  day  of  my  diftress,  and  was 
."  with  mp  in  the  way  which  I  went.'^  From  these 
-words— 

Part  II.  We  ixuiy  derive  some  instru&ive  and  usq-p 
f ui  observations.  First,  we  may  remark  how  soon  the 
influence  of  impreffiye  seines  wears  ^way,  suid  ho;^ 
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prone  we  are  to  lose  the  sense  of  our  mercies,  and  aH 
the  fine  religious  feelings  they  once  produced.  If  a 
person  had  seen  Jacob  on  the  morning  after  his  vifion, 
and  when  he  was  leaving  the  place  made  sacred  by  his 
vow,  and  had  said  to  him,  "  God  will  accompliUi  thy 
"desire;  he  will  guide  thee  and  keep  thee;  provide 
?'  for  thee,  and  bring  thee  back  enriched  and  multiplied, 
*'  to  see  thy  native  land  ;  and  you  will  think  nothing 
"  of  all  this  ;  you  will  live  year  after  year  unmindful 
**  of  Bethel,  and  suffer  your  vow  to  lie  unperform- 
"  ed ;"  the  prophecy  would  have  been  incredible  ;  he 
would  have  exclaimed,  "  can  I  ever  thus  trifle  with 
*'  God,  or  become  insensible  to  such  a  benefaflwr  ?" 
*'  What !  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this 
"  thing  ?"  How  were  the  Israelites  affefted  when 
God  appeared  for  them !    "  They  sang  his  praise ;" 
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impress  the  mind  bo  longer  than  they  are  in  it ;  and 
flips  in  the  memory  occasion  fiailures  in  the  life.  But  ^ 
alas  I  like  a  sieve,  iuU  while  in  the  river,  but  when 
raised  up,  empty  and  dropping  ;  and  as  water,  which 
has  a^natural  tendency  to  be  cold,  but  requires  a  per- 
petual fire  to  keep  it  warm  ;  so  treacherous  are  our 
memories  in  (Uvine  things  ;•  so  constantly  do  we  need 
means  and  helps. ;  so  necessary  is  it  to  have  our  ^'  minds 
•*  flirred  up  hy  way  of  remembrance.*  • 

Secondly,  6od  will  remind  his  people  of  forgotten 
duties.  And  he  can  never  be  at  a  loss  for  means  to 
admonifh  us.  He  addresses  us  by  his  providence. 
The  design  of  afflidUon  is  to  bring  our  sin  to  remem- 
brance. Sometimes  the  cause  of'affli^on  is  not  so 
obvious,  and  we  say  with  Job,  "  fliew  me  wherefore 
**  thou  coiitendest  with  me."  At  other  times  there  is  a 
wonderful  correspondence  'between  the  crime  and  the 
calamity ;  the  one  is  the  consequence  and  the  discove- 
ry cf  the  other,  and  leads  back  the  mind  instantly  to  it. 
Whep  God  brinlgs  us  into  new  difficulties,  and  we 
apply  for  relief,  our  former  deliverances  and  indul- 
gences are  remembered;"  and  our  ingratitude,  in  not 
duly  acknowledging  and  improving  them,  stares  us  in 
the  face,  2^nd  destroys  the  liberty  and  life  of  prayer. 
Have  you  succoured  a  fellpw  creature,  and  is  he  thank, 
ful  ?  Can  you  hear  his  praises  for  your  petty  favours, 
and  not  be  reminded  of  your  obligations  to  God  for 
benefits  infinitely  superior  ?  Or  is  he  unthankful  and 
unworthy  ?  Here  is  a  glass  held  up  as  you  pass  along, 
in  which  you  may  catch  a  glance  of  your  own  image : 
"  how  much  more  unthankful  and  unworthy  have  I 
f  proved  to  my  almighty  Friend,  whose  goodness  and^ 
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«  mercy  have  followed  me  ail  the  days  of  my  life  !<^ 
He  renews  recoUectimi  by  meam  of  his  word.  Th* 
scripture  is  not  only  "  profitable  for  doctrine  ;  but  re> 
"  proof}  corredion,  and  infiru&ion  in  righteousness/ 
It  not  only  affords  a  word  in  season  for  him  that  is  wefr 
ry,  but  for  him  that  is  cardess  and  lukewarm.  JBj 
this  the  secrets  of  the  heart  are  made  mamfest ;  and 
happy  are  those  who  are  wiUtng  -to  apply  this  touch- 
ftone,  to  use  this  baUnce  of  the  sanctuary^  to  take  tlm 
candle  of  the  Lord,  aid  -examine  .the  chambers  <A 
imagery  within,  and  who,  when  they  have  done  aU 
will  invite  a  severer  scrutiny  ;  *■*■  search  me,  O  God 
"  and  know  my  heart,  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts- 
*'  and  see  if  tho-e  be  any  wick^  way  in  me,  and  leat 
**  me  in  the  way  everlafting:**  I\£nifiers  are  -God'i 
remembrancers.    Their  business  is  not  to  bring  strange 
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low  much  more  influence  will  it  possess  when  renewed 
aid  sanctified  ?. 

Thkdly,  Gradous  charaders  are  afive  to  divine  inti« 
flaaUbns.  Herein  we  perceive  a  difference  between 
thenr  and  others..  They  are  encompassed  with  infir- 
mity ;.  fehey  mzy  err ;  they  may  fall  ^  but  there  is  iii 
them  »  prindple  which  secures  their  rising  again ; 
diey  are  open  ta  convidUon,  they  welcome  reproof  ; 
they  melt,  retrad,  reform,  and  are  watchful  and 
prayerful  to  prevent  simijiar  miscarriages  in  future. 
A  man  adeep  only,  is  very  distinguishable  from  a  peri* 
ion  dead;  the  di&rence  will  appear  as  soon  as  you 
endeavour  to.  awake  them.  The  one  is  unsusceptible; 
dte  other  stirs,  inquires,  springs  up.  A  living  bough 
may  bend  down  to  the  earth  under  a  pressure  ;  but 
remove  the  load,  and  it  is  upright  again,  and  points 
heavenward.,  Elihu  finely  describes  the  feelings  of  a 
pious^miud  under  divine  corredion  $  *'  surely  it  is 
'^  meet  ta  be  said  unto  Ood,  I  have  borne  chastisement,- 
^  I  will  not  offend  any  more.  That  which  I  know 
^  not,  teach  thou  me  ^  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will 
**  do  no  more."  When  our  Lord  looked  only  upon 
Peter,  "  he  went  out  and  wept  bitterly."  Jacob  does 
not  argue  the  matter  with  God,  does  not  vindicate 
himself,  does  not  extenuate  his  fault.  The  Lord  em- 
ploys  no  severe  language,  nor  is  it  necessary ;  a  soft 
word  subdues  him  ;  'Mt  is  too  plain  to  be  denied,  and 
**  too  bad  to  be  excused:  I  have  sinned;  what  shall 
**  badone  unto  thee,  O  thou  preserver  of  men.  I  will 
*  acknowledge  my  transgression,  I  will  be  sorry  for 
^  my  an ;  I  will  forsake  it ;  duty,  neglefted  alas  ! 
'^  10  long)  shall  be  no  longer  negleded ;   thy  voice  I 
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*'  hear ;  thy  comnuuid  I  haften  to  obey."  Such  was 
the  meaning  of  bis  words,  and  of  his  practice.  For 
he  does  not  delay,  or  iie^tate  :  **  then  Jacob  ssud 
"  unto  his  household,  and  to  all  that  were  with  him, 
*'  put  away  the  ftrange  Gods  that  are  among  you,  and 
"  be  dean,  and  change  your  garments  ;  and  let  ur 
*'  arise,  and  go  up  to  BetheL'*  From  hence  we  may 
observe  alsoj 

Fourthly,  That  holy  preparations  become  the  sol- 
emn service  of  God.  They  are  generally  deemed  neces- 
sary for  minifters.  It  is  supposed  they  ought  to  be  t/tm 
viously  alone  ;  to  fix  their  attention  ;  to  impress  tWt^ 
minds  }  to  implore  the  divine  alEfiance  and  blessing. 
But  have  hearers  no  need  of  this  ?  Arc  they  to  engage 
in  the  worship  of  God,  entirely  regardless  of  the  na* 
ture,  the  importance,  and  the  influence  of  divine  infti- 
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^  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  nor  he  that  iktz^ 

*  tereth,  but  God  who  pveth  the  increase ;"  were 
you  thus  to  enter  on  the  service  of  the  san^hiary ;  1  a^^ 
would  there  not  be  a  natural  tendency  in  all  this  to 
render  the  meains  6f  grace  impreissive  and  efficacious. 
tnd  is  not  this  the'  6nty  authorized  way  in  which  you 
dm  hope  for  the  cfirine  bleffihg  ?  Rafh  entering  upon 
duty  is  rarely  profitable.  God  may  meet  with  us  una^ 
^Rrares,  but  iilrhere  has  be  promised  to  do  it  ?"  **  Draw 
^  nigh  to  God,  and  he  will  dn^  nijgh  to  you?'  ^'  Kee]^ 
rf'thy  foot  when  thou  goeft  to  the  house  of  God.^ 
"^Offer  not  the  sacrifice  of  fools."    "  Take  heed  h6^ 

•  ye  hear."  Wherefore*  lay  sTpatt  all  filthiness,  and 
^SfiperSulty  of  naughtiness,  and  receive  with  meekness 
^  the  engrafted  Word,  which  is  able  to  save  your  souls.'* 
These  are  the  commands  of  God,  and  they  regulate 
our  hope,  as  well  as  our  praftice.  And  in  this  man- 
ner  our  good  old  forefathers  worshipped;^  then  pub. 
He  services  were  not  so  multiplied  as  to  abridge,  if  not 
exdude  the  duties  of  the  family  and  the  doset ;  then 
hearing  the  word  was  not  rendered  an  entertainment 
so  cuftomary,  common,  and  trifling ;  with  them  divine 
worship  was  an  awful  thing;  they  prepared  for  one 
duty,  by  another  ;  and  like  wise  performers,  they  tu- 
ned the  instruments  before  the  concert  began. 

Hfthly,  There  may  be  wickedness  in  a  religious 
&mily.  We  find  "ftrange  gods**  even  in  Jacob's 
househould.  We  may  view  iniquity  in  such  a  fituation 
t^o  ways.  First,  as  a  good  man*s  afflidion;  and  a 
dreadful  afflifiion  it  will  prove.  It  is  bad  to  have  fick«» 
ness  jin  his  house,  but  it  is  worse  to  have  fin,  the  plague 
and  pestilence  of  the  soul.    How,  sayshe,  canlb«a:txg^ 
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see  the  destiuction  of  my  kindred  !  Secondly,  m  a  good 
man's  fault.  Could  we  see  things  as  God  does,  and 
be  able  to  trace  back  effefts  to  their  causes,  we  should- 
soon  perceive  the  source  of  the  disorders  and  wicked- 
ness which  prevail  in  many  houses.  Masters  of  fami- 
lies !  have  you  ruled  well  the  charge  which  God  has 
given  you  ?  Have  you  behaved  towards  your  servants, 
as  remembering  you  have  a  master  in  heaven  ?  Have 
you  shewn  them  a  kind  and  pious  attention  ?  Have 
you  had  your  children  in  subje£tion  .'  Have  you  train- 
ed them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ? 
Have  you  instructed  them  only  in  particular  dogrias, 
or  impregnated  them  with  tin?  spirit  of  Christianity  j 
and  endeavoured  to  render  its  duties  lovely  and  prafti- 
cable  ?  Have  you  not  provoked  thcni  to  wrath,  till  they 
are  discouraged  ?    Or  has  not  your  indulgence  become 
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you  please,  but  oomplain  of  yourselves.  Are  you  so 
onreaaonable  as  to  exped  to  '^  reap  where  you  have 
^  not  sawHy  and  to  ga^er  where  you  have  not  straw, 
^ed?"* 

Again,  we  remark  that  our  religious  concern  should 
not  be  confined  to  ourselves  only ;  we  are  to  engage 
our  fimiiHes  te  accompany  us  in  the  exercises  of  devo- 
tion. Thus  Jacob  would  not  go  alone^  but  call  upon 
his  household,  and  all  that  are  iidth  him ;  eadi  must 
prepare,  and  eisu:h  must  attend.  And  of  Abraham,  &ys 
Ood,  ^'I  know  him  that  he  will  warn  his  children 
^  and  his  household  after  him,  and  they  shall  keep 
'^  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  justice  and  judgment, 
•*  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  which 
^  he  hath  spoken  of  him.'*  In  the  same  disposition 
was  Joshi^a,  who  «aid,  ^  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we 
^  wiU  se*ve  the  Lord.**  We  may  add  the  centurion  j 
^  he  feared  God,  with  all  his  HotxsE^**  In  your  own 
^milies  you  possess  an  authority  and  an  influence ;  ^^  a 
^  father  has  honour,  a  master  fear/*  Servants  and 
children  naturally  obey.  This  authority  and  influ- 
ence you  are  to  employ,  for  religious,  as  well  as  civil 
fmrposes ;  and  to  vary  the  exercise  of  them  according 
to  the  condition  of  those  who  are  in  £unily  connection 
with  you ;  uiing  command  with  some,  persuasion  with 
others,  means  with  all.  As  the  head  of  a  &mUy,  you 
are  to  mind  the  souls  of  tlkose  who  are  under  your  care, 
as  well  as  their  bodies.  They  are  not  designed  to  Uve 
here  only,  or  principally  ;  they  are  hastening  into  eter- 
nity. And  you  are  not  to  live  here  always ;  you  will 
soon  be  called  '^  to  give  an  account  of  your  steward* 
^  ship,*'  gnd  you  will  be  judged,  not  x^jpiy  ^  ^^  ^^" 
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vidual ;  but  as  the  owner  of  an  household  :  after 
the  man  has  been  tried,  the  matter  will  be  fummoned  ; 
O  that  you  may  "  give  up  your  account  with  joy,  and 
*'  not  with  grief."  Even  here  you  have  the  advantage 
of  domeftic  religion  J  f'the  voice  of  salvation  and  of 
"  rejoicing  is  in  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous  j" 
fuch  houfetoMs  only  are  fafe  and  happy.  How  pleaf- 
ing  is  it.  to  fee  all  the  members  of  a  family  worftiip- 
ping  God  together  daily  in  their  own  houfe !  How 
lovely  to  observe  them  coming  forth  in  the  morning 
of  the  fabbath,  all  going  to  the  houfe  of  God  in  com- 
pany !  Minifters  are  encouraged,  while  they  fee  in  fuch 
houfeholds  the  nurferies  of  their  churches,  and  addrefs 
with  pleafure  a  hopeful  affembly,  formed  by  the  union 
of  a  number  of  amiable,  orderly,  ferious  families.  But 
thev  are  pained  to  fee  vou  diaiuineJ.  and  coming 
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^  vent."    I  fee  him  trayelling*  slowly  on  with  his  famt 

ily )  at  length  he  approaches  Bethel.    To  revifit    a 

place  we  have  not  scfen  for  twenty-eight  years,  is  alv 

ways  aflfeding.    Many  reflexions  tdll  naturally  arise 

in  a  contemplative  mind.    ^^  Since  I  last  viewed  this 

*^  spot,  what  unexpected  connection$  have  I  formed  1 

What   changes  have  I    experienced!  I   have  beea 

led  by  a  Way  which  I  knew  not ;  lover  and  friend 

^  haft  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  my  acquaintance      , 

^  intodarknefiu    How  iliuch  of  life  b  gone,  to  retura 

^'  no  more  {  it  has  passed  away  like  a  dream.    How 

^  little  is  there  in  looking  back,  upon  which  the  mind 

"  can  fix  with  satisfafUon  !  How  often  have  I  been  de* 

•  ••'•■• 
^  ceived  in  my  hopes ;  How  varied  does  the  work) 

^^  now  appear  !  how  much  more  of  its  vanity  do  I  see^ 
*^  and  of  its  vexation  do  I  feel !  It  is  time  to  seek  a 
^^  better  countxy.  So  teach  me  to  number  my  days, 
^.  that  I  may  apply  my  heart  upto  wisdom."  Jacob  is 
now  arrived  ;  he  looks  around }  he  descries  partially  * 
covered  with  moss,  the  ftoqe  which  he  had  set  up  for 
a  pillar  ;  he  embraces  it,  and  calling  to  his  family-— 
Twenty  eight  years  ago  this  very  ftone  was  my  pit 
low ;  hei^  destitute  of  accommodations  I  w  as  compel 
led  to  sleep  ;  here  I  pafled,  my  flafF  all  my  ftore  :  and 
"  hither  He  has  returned  me.*'  What  mingled  emo- 
tions does  he  feel !  what  shame  !  what  joy  !  what  con- 
demnation  of  himself  I  what  praise  to  the  God  of 
Bethel ! 

Christians,  you  have  no  journey  to  take,  no  materi- 
al altar  to  ndse,  no  anim^  sacrifice  to  immolate.  ^^  Of<; 
•*fer  unto  God  thanks^ving,  and  pay  thy  vows 
f'  unto  the  Most  High."      "  Whoso  oflfereth  me  praifi^ 
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"  glorifieth  me,  and  to  him  that  ordereth  iiis  conver- 
"  satton  aright  will  I  fliew  the  salvation  of  God." 
What  say  you,  Chriftians,  have  you  had  no  "  day  o£ 
«  diftress,"  in  which  "  He  answered"  you?  Has  there 
been  no  "  way  in  which  He  has  been  with"  you  as 
your  guide  and  your  protector  ?  Has  He  not  disap- 
pointed your  fears,  and  far  exceeded  yo\ir  hopes  ? 
*'  But  Hezekiah  rendered  not  according  to  the  bcne- 
"  fits  which  had  been  done  unto  him."  "  Were  there 
"  not  ten  cleanfed  ?  bnt  where  are  the  nine  ?"  "  Go 
"up,"  says  God,  "to  Bethel  and  dwell  there." 
May  you  answer  with  Jacob,  "let  us  arise,  and  go  up 
"  to  Bethel ;  and  thwe  will  I  make  an  altar  unto  God, 
**  who  answered  me  in  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was 
"  with  me  in  the  way  which  I  went.**  To  whom. 
Part  111.   Does  this  apply?  and  who  in  tliis  assem- 


^  thee^  wAd  now'  prosperity.    "With  such  opportttnitid^ 

^  and  capadties,  I  wiU  promote  thy  cause,  and  rdieve 

^  thy    poor.    The   ftreamfr   &aU  remind  me  t)f  the 

^  source.    Praise  waitetb  for  thee,  O  God,  and  unta 

^  thee  shsdHl  the  tow  be  performed/'      And  He  has 

more  than  realizied  your  expectations!    The  staff  hat 

long  stncedisappeared,  and  we  behold  your  two  bands  | 

we  see  abundance,  or  shall  I  say  extravagance  ?  Whert 

are  your  altars  and  your  offerings  ?  Where  are  your 

promised  thankfulness  and  seal  ?  What  have  you  ren«> 

deredf  What  have  you  done?  What  are  youdcnng? 

Ife calls  upon  you  to  follow  this  example;  you  are 

required  to  say,  ^^  Let  us  arise,  and  go  up  to  Bethel  i 

^  and  I  will  make  there  an  altar  unto  God,  who  aa- 
^  swered  me  in  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was  with 
**  me  in  the  way  which  I  went.^*' 

Secondly,  Have  none  of  you  been  led  back  from. 
*^  the  vaUey  of  the  shadow  of  death  P'*^  To  think  of 
dying  was  awful  and  affecting.  To  take  a  final  leave 
of  earth  ;  to  diojf  schemes  unfinished  ;  to  bid  farewdl 
to  friends ;  to  see  weeping  relations  ;  to  feel  pain  of 
body,  and  remorse  of  conscience  ;  to  contempbte  an 
opening  eternity  ;  aod  ta  find  the  Judge  standing  be- 
fore the  door  ;  all  made  you  say,  ^^  O  remember  that 
^^  my  life  is  wind  ;  mine  eye  shall  no  more  see  good. 
The  eye  of  him  that  hath  seen  me  shall  see  me  na 
mcMre  ;  thine  eyes  are  upon  me,  and  I  am  not.'* 
^  Return,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  soul :  O  save  me  for 
^^  thy  merdes  sake  ;  for  in  death  there  is  no  remem* 
^  brance  of  thee ;  in  the  grave  who  shall  give  thee. 
^  thanks  ?"  Tou  assumed  an  air  of  penitence  ;  you 
proinised  to  reader  life,  if  spared,  sacred  to  rd^on*  He 
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heard  your  prayer,  saw  your  fears,  removed  ihe  flrok* 
of  his  heavy  hand,  renewed  your  ftrength,  recoloure^ 
your  cheeks^  and  placed  you  in  the  circle  of  usefuhie^ 
and  friendship  again.  But  the  scene,  as  it  removed  to  % 
diftance,  ceased  to  impress  ;  your  views  of  this  worl4 
as  you  ftood  on  the  confines  of  another^  were  sooH 
changed  ;  )'our  resolutions  are  now  forgotten,  or  you 
blush  to  recal  them  ;  you  are  ashamed  to  think  that 
any  should  have  witnessed  such  inftances  of  your  weak, 
ness.  To  remove  every  notion  of  your  having  been 
Serious  in  them,  you  plUnge  deeper  in  dissipation  than 
before  ;  when  these  vows  occur,  you  endeavour  by 
company  or  pleasure  to  banish  them.  You  cried, 
**  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
*'  last  end  be  hke  his  ;"  you  asked  for  serious  chrts- 
tians  and    pious    minlfters,    and  said,  "  pray  for  us." 
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*  people.''  Say  with  Hezekiah^  "  The  living,  the 
^  living,  he  shall  praise  thee,  as  I  do  this  day ;  the 
*'  £ather  to  the  children  fhall  make  known  thy  truth. 
'^  The  Lord  was  ready  to  save  me.  Therefore  we  will 
^^  sing  my  songs  to  the  stringed  instruments  all  the 
<<  days  of  our  life  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.''  Imitate 
Jacob  ;  ^^  Let  us  arife  and  go  up  to  Bethel }  and  I  will 
«( bmld  there  an  altar  unto  God,  who  answered  me  in 
^^  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was  with  me  in  the  way 
**  which  I  went." 

Thirdly,  Are  there  no  backsliders  here  ?  When 
you  had  fallen  by  your  iniquity,  did  not  anguilh  and 
horror  take  hold  upon  you  ?  RefledUng  upon  your 
fin,  aggravated  by  knowledge,  and  by  obligations  the 
most  tender  and  most  awful,  were  you  not  ready  to 
conclude  your  case  was  hopeless  ?  And  when  at  length 
you  were  encouraged  to  approach,  and  to  address  a 
God  you  had  ^ovoked,  was  not  this  your  language  ? 
^  Lord  take  away  all  iniquity,  receive  us  graciously  ; 
so  will  we  render  the  calves  of  our  lips :  Ashur  shall 
not  save  us ;  we  will  not  ride  upon  h'orsesy  neither 
will  we  say  any  more  to  the  work  of  otir  hands,  ye 
are  our  gods ;  for  in  thee  the  fatherless  findeth  mer- 
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*'  cy."    **  Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence,  and 
•*  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.     Restore  unto 
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me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation,  and  uphold  me  with  thy 

free  spirit ;  then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  ways, 

'^  and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee.     Open 

^^  thou  my  lips,  and  my  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy 

**  praise."    Fulfil  your  engagements  j  follow  the  patri* 

arch  }  ^^  Let  us  arise  and  go  up  to  Bethel ;  and  I  will 

^^  build  there  an  altar  unto  God,  who  answered  me  ia 

I 
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"  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was  \vith  me  in  the  way 
"  which  I  went." 

Fourthly,  What  were  your  feelings,  O  christians, 
when,  convinced  of  sin,  you  were  first  led  to  seek  s^- 
vation  througli  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Ah!  return, 
ye  affecUng  moments,  and  remind  us  of  an  experience 
which  has  long  been  fied.  O,  what  strivings  against 
sin !  O,  what  indifference  to  the  world !  O,  what  en- 
gagements to  serve  God  !  You  were  willing  to  follow 
wherever  He  should  lead ;  you  gloried  in  the  reproach 
of  his  cross  j  "  having  food  and  raiment,"  you  were 
*' therewith  content."  One  thing  was  needful,  one 
concern  engrossed  you  5  *'  Say  unto  my  soul,  I  am 
**  thy  salvation."  And  you  succeeded  ;  and  you  have 
a  good  hope  tliroiigh  grace }  but  to  what  is  all  this 
blessed  experience  reduced  ?  To  this  dullness  in  hear- 
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Christians,  ye  who  are  always  flrangers  and  pil« 
grims  upon  earth,  look  forward  to  a  heavenly  country* 
Ah  1  when  you  have  reached  home ;  when  you  have 
eso^ped  all  the  dangers  to  which  you  are  now  expo? 
sed ;  when  you  possess  all  the  goodnefs  promised 
you  in  the  word  pf  truth;  then  no  forg^tfulness, 
and  no  need  of  memorials.  AU  your  mercies  will  ariso 
in  view ;  you  wjU  perceive  innumerable  instances  of 
tlie  divine  goodness,  which  you  are  now  unable  to 
discover,  and  al)  will  be  seen  with  their  enhancing 
jgualities  and  circumstances.  Tou  will  bless  Him  for 
all  the  cfispensations  of  his  providence,  for  tb^  dark 
which  now  perple:^,  for  the  painful  which  now  distress^ 
for  the  alarming  which  now  terrify ;  '^.  God  of  all 
^  grace,  ^nd  Father  of  mercy,  thou  hast  answered  me  in 
^  every  day  of  distress  ;  thou  hast  been  with  me  in  eve- 
f  ^  ry  way  I  have  tn^velled ;  thou  hast  suffered  me  to  want 
^  tio  good  thing ;  and  here  I  raise  an  altar,  such  as  f 
f<  cootd  not  rear  in  yonder  world,  where  I  was  enodm- 
^  passed  with  infirmities.  Now  I  shall  serve  thee  da)^ 
^  and  night  in  thy  temple,  without  imperfedion,  an^ 
^  without  end.  Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy 
<*  house,  they  wiU  be  still  pn^ising  Thee."    AnieOt 


SERMON   IV. 

THE  lOTATUBE  OF  GENUINE  REUGION, 
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JiiD  I  Wilt  cirE  racM  okb  BKixr,  Ava  I  will  rur  a  titw  spntr 
wtrmH  rov:  ahd  I  will  Taxe  the  srovr  bejb^  ov*  of  rnxa 

FLESM,  AHD  WILL  Cira  tMEM  All  MEAEt  OP  WLESB  i  *aAV  VBET 
MAT  WALK  IS.  Mr  STArvrsS,  Al-D  KEEP  MIME  OKDIHAHCES,  ASD  ilO 
rUEX:  AHD  raEf  SMALL  EB  Mr  FEOPLE,  AND  I  WILL  EB  TasIE  GOD, 
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Here  ^^  He  saves  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration, 
^  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  iheds 
^^  on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus  Chrift  our  Saviour/' 
Here  we  behold  Him,  from  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  ma^ 
king  the  sinner  ^^  an  eternal  excellency,  the  joy  of 
•^  many  generations."  All  this  **  purpose  and  grace'* 
He  has  ^ven  us  in  a  way  of  promise  ;  and  of  all  the 
promises  with  which  the  scripture  abounds,  no  one  is 
nore  momentous  than  the  words  which  we  have  read. 
^  And  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  I  will  put  a  new 
^  spirit  within  you  :  and  I  vnXL  take  the  stony  heart 
^*  out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  an  heart  of 
^  flesh  ;  that  they  may  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  keep 
^  mine  ordinances,  and  do  them ;  and  they  shall  be 
^  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God.** 

Behold  a  full  representation  of  a  subject  which  de- 
serves all  your  regard.  See  genuine  religion  devel- 
oped in  four  essential  articles.  I.  Its  Author.  11.  The 
disposition  it  produces.  III.  The  obedience  it  demands. 
IV.  The  blessedness  it  ensures. 

L  Observe,*  my  brethren,  how  expressly  God  ap- 
prc^Nriates  this  work  to  himself  ;  ''  I  will  give 
^  them  one  heart,  and  I  will  put  a  new  spirit  within 
**  you  ;*•  and  so  of  the  rest.  For  real  religion  is  of  a 
P}viN£  original.  It  never  would  have  had  an  existence 
in  the  world  without  the  revelation  of  God  ;  and  it 
never  \rill  have  an  existence  in  the  soul  without  the 
operation  of  God.  There  is  indeed  some  difficulty 
attending  the  discussion  of  this  subject.  For  the  more 
spiritual  any  work  of  God  is,  the  more  remote  will  it 
necessarily  be  found  from  human  comprehension.    Our 
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SaroMirooinfarei  tlui  inflncnce  to  the  (^)enlka  of  the 
irind,  which  of  all  the  phenomeiu  of  natare,  is  the 
least  appreheiuiUe  in  its  etsence,  and  the  most  seoabfe 
in  its  eSecti.  ^  The  wind  bioweth  where  it  listeth, 
**  and  thou  hearest  the  sonnd  thereof,  bat  canst  not  tdl 
**  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth  ^  so  is  eveiy 
"  on<  that  is  born  of  the  spirit.'*  The  doctrine  hu 
also  been  much  abused.  It  has  often  been  so  man- 
aged, as  to  make  the  sinner,  v^iUe  in  his  naturd  stat^ 
to  appear  nnfortunate  rather  tlian  criminal^  and  to 
render  the  use  of  means  and  exertions  needless.  The 
ucrctl  writers  do  not  inform  us  where,  precisely,  di&> 
genets  and  dependence  tmite,  or  how  they  blend  through 
tlic  whole  course  of  the  christian  life  ;  but  they  assure 
UK  of  the  reality  and  the  constancy  of  their  umcm  ; 
iliry  inform  us  that  there  is  no  inconustency  between 
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sfli  of  its  memblaiice  ?  If  tbe  discoveries  which  furnisk 
us  with  the  accommodations  and  conveiuencefr  of  htN 
nan  life ;  zf  the  skill  of  the  husbandman,  and  the  wis- 
dom ci  the'  mechanic,  be  iot  scripture  ascribed  to  his^ 
influience ;  wha  ^ves  us  the  genius  to  lire  dilvinely, 
and  to  have  ^  our  conversation:  in  heaven  ?''  The  ex- 
pr^ssions  ^  ta  be  bom  again  j'^  to  be  ^^  made  a  new 
c<  creature ;"  to  be  ^  raised  from  the  dead/'  applied 
to  the  subjeds  of  divine  grace,  are  allowed  to  b^ 
metaphorical ;  but  they  are  designed  to  convey  a  truths 
and  to  teach  us,  not  only  the  greatness  of  the  change, 
Imt  also  the  Author.  If  religion  were  a  human  pro- 
dndion,  it  would  wear  the  resemblance  of  man ;  it 
would  not  be  the  reverse  of  all  he  now  is.  After  what 
the  scripture  hath  said  respecting  the  total  depravity  of 
human  nature,  and  which  by  ejq>erience  and  observa^ 
tion  we  find  every  day  to  be  true  in  faft;  nothing' 
can  be  more  wonderful  than  to  find  any  of  the 
children  of  men  possessing  true  holiness;  and  the 
question  is,  how  it  came  there  ?  It  could  not  spring. 
firom  themselves,  for  ^^  who  can  bring  a  dean  thing 
^  out  of  an  unclean  ?"  No  effeCl  can  exceed  its  cause  ; 
and  an  inadequate  cause  is  no  cause*.  Whence  then 
does  it  proceed  ?  ^^  To  the  law,  and  to  the  testimony.'' 
The  scripture  assures  us  it  is  the  work  of  God,  and 
leads  us  to  trace  back  the  grand  whole,  and  the  sepa- 
rate parts ;  the  perfection,  the  progress,  the  com. 
mencement  of  religion  in  the  soul,  to  a  divine  agency. 
**  Who  are  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
•*  fleshy  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."  "  He 
*^  that  hath  wrought  us  for  the  self  same  thing  is  God, 
who  hath  also  given  unto  us  the  earnest  of  the 
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**  Spirit."  "  By  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith  ; 
•*  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God  ; 
"  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast  :  for  we  are 
"  his  workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good 
**  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
"  should  walk  in  them." 

Nor  is  this  a  curious,  or  useless  speculation.  The 
importance  of  it  equals  the  evidence.  To  know  things 
in  their  causes  has  been  deemed  the  highest  kind  of 
knowledge ;  to  know  salvation  in  its  source  is  neces- 
sary, First  to  guide  and  to  encourage  the  concern  of 
awakened  sinners,  who  are  asking,  "  Men  and  breth- 
"ren,  what  fliall  we  do  ?"  Such  persons  will  not 
cheerfully  and  courageously  enter  on  a  course  of  god- 
liness, without  an  assurance  of  effectual  aid.  Seeing 
so    many  difficulties    and   dangers  before   them,  and 
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•*  I  can  do  all  things.**  Secondly,  The  same  discovery 
18  necessary  to  call  forth  the  acknowledgments,  and  to 
regulate  the  praises  of  those  who  are  sandified  by  divine 
grace.  The  original  cause  determines  the  final  end. 
If  their  recovery  originate  from  themselves,  it  may 
terminate  in  themselves  ;  and  being  the  authors  of  the 
cure,  they  may  lawfully  appropriate  the  glory  arising 
from  it.  But  the  gospel  assures  us,  that  God  has  com- 
pletely excluded  boasting}  that  he  has  arranged  the 
whole  economy  of  our  salvation,  with  the  express 
view  "  that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  his  presence."  An 
experience  of  divine  truth  delivers  a  man  from  that 
ignorance  and  pride,  which  once  led  him  to  think  of 
being  his  own  saviour :  he  feels  that  •*  by  the  grace  of 
^  God,  he  is  what  he  is ;"  thus  he  i^  reduced  again 
to  the  prqper  condition  of  a  creature ;  Kves  a  life  of 
dependence  and  of  praise,  and  acknowledges  his  ofa^^ 
gations  to  "Him,  of  whom,  and  through  whofhV-V. 
"and  TO  whom  are  all  things."  We  have  seen  th? 
origin  of  religion.     Behold, 

IL  The  disposition  which  it  produces.  It  is  charac- 
terized by  its  uniformity,  its  novelty,  and  its  sensibility. 
^  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  I  will  put  a  new 
^  spirit  within  you  ;  and  1  will  take  the  stony  heart 
**  out  of  their  flesh,  and  I  will  give  them  an  heart  of 

"  FLESH." 

First,  He  promises  to  give  them  one  heart ;  and 
this  shews  the  sameness  of  religion,  as  to  the  lead- 
ing views,  sentiments,  and  pursuits  of  christians.  Of 
the  converts  at  Jerusalem  it  is  said,  **  the  multitude  of 

^them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart,  and  of  oke 
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«,H(li'  ¥ittfi€  of  tAd^  Aef  iiwliliil  »d  Unded  to- 
uHilnfti  litey  Ind  aoBf  heara  before;  they  *fal- 
"  towtd  i£tos  IhCs'  awl  pteunres ;"  tbry  "  turned 
"rvcrymaaloUiOWBWaT.'*  From  these  vaiioosmn- 
Jrrinp  Ukv  are  csBedto  enter,  and  to  travel  ooe  and 
the  same  wsr.  Ciace  prodoced  a  unity,  and  a  unity 
il  aivzTS  viQ  pn>diice.  But  a  unity  of  what  ?  Of  apin- 
ioBi  ?  Ot  fisnns  and  ceremonies  ?  Of  dress  and  phr^ 
Mcingy  ?  No :  bat  of  somcthiug  infioitely  superior  ; 
a  oceness  of  reHancc  >  of  inclination  ;  of  taste  ;  of 
hopes  and  fears ;  of  joys  and  sorrows.  Though  divided 
and  distinguished  from  each  other  by  a  thousand  peca- 
liariiies,  they  all  hate  sin,  they  ai.l  "  hunger  and 
"thirst  after  righteousness,"  they  all  follow  "hard 
:  God."  thcv   ALL   feel  the-  i;piiitu.il  life  to  be  a 
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£D»r  them  to  have  a  new  spirit.  Elevation  will  only- 
serve  to  embarrass  and  encumber  a  man,  unless  he  is 
suited  to  it.  A  king  may  advance  a  flave  to  a  station* 
of  eminence ;  but  with  a  change  of  condition,  he  can^ 
not  give  him  a  cliange  of  disposition ;  with  his  new 
oS&cey  he  cannot  bestow  a  new  spirit.  But  in  this 
manner,  -  the  Lord  <|ualifies  his  people  for  their  situa- 
tion and  engagements ;  and  thus  theyi  are  at  home 
ki  them ;  there  is  a  suitableness  produ6tive  of  ease  and 
enjoyment.  This  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  gospel. 
Observe  all  false  religions ;  they  take  m^n  as  he  is ; 
they  accommodate  themselves  to  his  errors  and  his- 
passions ;  they  le^ve  him  essentially  the  same.  Th£T 
follow  the  man,  they  are  formed  after  his  likeness ; 
whereas  here  the  man  changes;  he  is  modelled  after 
the  image  of  religion.  The  gospel,  instead  of  flatter- 
ing, tells  him  that  nothing  is  to  be  done  while  he  re*, 
mains  as  lie  no^  is  ;  that  in  his  present  state,  he  is  in- 
capable o{  performing  its  duties,  and  of  relishing  its 
joys ;  that  he  must  be  transformed,  or  he  "  cannot 
"  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  And  what  it  in- 
^pensably  requires,  it  provides  foi*  and  secures  ;  hence 
9U  is  order  and  harmony.  For  every  thing  in  the  sub- 
lime dispensation  of  the  gospel,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  christian  church  is  new  ;  we  have  "  a  new  cove- 
"  nant ;"  we  have  a  "  new  Jerusalem,  which  is  the 
"  mother  of  us  all :"  "  we  approach  God  by  a  new 
"  and  a  living  way  :*'  we  sing  "  a  new  3qng :"  we  are 
called  by  **  a  new  name  :'*  "  according  to  his  promise, 
*'  we  look  for  new  heavens,  and  a  new  earth,  where- 
**in  dwelleth  righteousness;"  "He  that  sitteth  up. 
^  on  the  throne,   saith,   behold  I  create  all  things 
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"  NEW."  Do  you  wonder  therefore,  my  brethren, 
that  we  aie  required  to  "  put  off  the  old  man  with  his 
'*  deeds  j  and  to  put  on  the  new  man  j"  to  "  walk 
"  in  NEWNESS  of  life ;"  to  serve  him  in  "  the  new- 
"  NESS  of  the  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldncss  of  the  let- 
''  ter  f"  that  we  are  assured  "that  neither  circumcision 
"  availeth  any  thing,  nor  undrcumcision,  but  a  new 
"  creature  ?"  and  "  that  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he 
"  18  a  NEW  creature  •"  that  "  old  things  are  passed 
"  zway,  and  behold  all  things  are  become  new  ?" 

Thirdly,  ?Ie  gives  "them  an  heart  of  flesh."  It 
was  a  heart  of  "  stone"  before.  Take  a  stone,  feel  it, 
how  cold !  Strike  it,  it  resists  the  blow.  Lay  upon  it 
a  burden,  it  feels  no  pressure.  Apply  a  seal,  it  re- 
ceives no  impression.     Such  were  your  hearts  once. 
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and  turns  pale  ;  he  dreads  its  threatenings,  and  longs 
fyr  an  interest  in  its  promises  !  O  how  many  feelings 
will  one  sermon  set  in  motion  ! 

Bring  it  to  sin,  it  feels.  A  tender  conscience,  like 
the  eye,  is  offended  with  a  mote.  A  dead  corpse  is 
nnafiected  with  the  deepest  Wound ;  the  point  of  a 
needle  makes  the  living  bodvy  to  writhe.  While  others 
(io  not  groan,  though  charged  with  heinous  crimes, 
the  christian  complains  even  of  infirmities,  of  wander* 
jmg  thoughts,  of  earthly  affections ;  and  a  look  from  hb 
offended  I/)rd,  will  make  him  ^^  go  out  and  weep 
^  bitterly/' 

Bring  it  to  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  it  feels. 
'*  My  flesh  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I  am  afraid 
**  of  thy  righteous  judgement^.''  Or  does  he  prosper  ? 
He  is  no  stranger  to  a  fear,  lest  "  his  table  should  be-  . 
^*  come  a  snare,  and  a  trap,  and  a  stumbling  block,  and 
**  a  reconipence  unto  him.*' 

Bring  it  to  the  divine  glory,  'it  feels.  "  Rivers  of 
**  waters  run  down  mine  eyes,  because  nien  keep  not 
^  thy  law.*' 

Bring  it  to  the  concerns  of  others,  it  feels.  ^  He 
•*  weeps  with  them  that  weep.  Jie  considers  them 
**  that  are  in  adversity,  as  bound  with  them."  "  Who 
"is  weak,  and  he  is  not  weak?  who  is  offended, 
*  and  he  bums  not  ?"  For  a  tender  heart  is  always 
accompanied  with  a  tender  hand,  and  a  tender  tongue. 
Such  is  the  disposition  which  is  formed  in  all  the 
subjects  of  divine  grace ;  and  why  is  it  produced  ? 
To  enable  us  to  observe  the  whole  revealed  will  of 
God,  in  a  course  of  cheerful    ;ind  adive  obedience. 

This, 
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IIL  ScD^  BB  to  flk^sve  de  ckactice  which  re- 
^KiioB^Kk:^  'Tkc^hcf  WBf  walk  in  my  stat- 
'*'  tms^  shI  s>27  Hae  okimscasccs,  aiul  do  them." 
Tt  b  wnoge.  dtar  z  msIcik  of  r'*ig*9f*  should  b^  ever 
idvaoaed,  wokit  ^  k  coafRlieBd  obedience  and  good  . 
wnrka  3C  ail,  paces  t&cM  m  a  ftxj  inierior  Eitiution  ^ 
^eesK'  ii«3«5  ih^i  to  kkig  than  liannrd  ;  dares  not 
jiuid  -item  iatth  a»  chs  aid  aadfoSecooa  o£  the  whole, 
:c  whidi  even  tlda^  dse  kaifa^  Hid  in  which  every 
xhixiz  '^ise  a  to  teEnoa&e  »  or  issBSt  on  their  being  so 
e^eendul^  necesnrt,  ifac  wichoot  tbem  aD  our  preten- 
7ioo»  Eu  jemifintas-  tf*  vaa.  Bnt  in  this  decisive  manr 
:kc  sioei  •ii£,  ipcik.  mt  c&em,    '■  who  came  to  bear  wit- 

-  rwss  w  aw  tnuikJ*    ''Net  oreiy  ooe  that  saith  unto 

-  me^  Loni.    Ultui^  aMI  tafter   bwo  the  kingdom  of 

-  ?r--rr-jTT  ,    'tir  >x.-  t&ac   r«?e  r-  t!;?  will  of  my  Father 


Ser.  IV*  J     The  Niaure  ff  Genuine  ReRgum.  i9 

First,  Observe  the  order  in  which  these  things  are 
arranged.    **  I  will  pve  them  one  heart,  and  t  witt 
**  put  a  new  spirit  within  you  :  and  I  will  take  the  stony 
••  heSut  out  of  their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  an  heart 
«  of  flesh  J  THAT  they  may  walk  in  my  statutes,  and 
*<  keep  mine  ordinances,  and  do  them."    Thus  prin- 
dpie  precedes  practice,   and  prepares    for  Jt.      And 
here  I  admire  the  plan  of   the' gospel  ^  to  make  the 
fruit  good^it  makes  the  tree  so  ;  to  cleanse  the  stream, 
it  purifies  the  fountain  ;  it  renews  the  nature,  and  the 
life  becomes  holy  of  course.    What  is  the  religion  of 
too  many  ?  They  are  like  machines  impelled  by  force  ;• 
they  are  influenced  only  by  external  considerations. 
Their  hearts  are  not  engaged.    Hence  in  every  reli- 
^us  exercise  they  perform  a  task*    They  would  love 
God  much  better,  if  he  would  excuse  them  from  the 
hateful  obHgation.     They  put  off  these  duties  as  long 
2LS  pos^ble,  resort  to  them  with  reluctance,  adjust  the 
measare  with  a  niggardly  grudge,  and  are  glad  of  any 
excuse  for  neglect.     While  labouring  at  the  drudgery, 
they  entertain  hard  thoughts  of  the  cruel  Taskmaster, 
who  can  in^se  such  severities  upon  them,  and  sigh  in- 
wardly **  when  will  the  sabbath  be  over  V*    When  shall 
we  unbend  from  these  spiritual  restraints,    and  feel 
ourselves  at  liberty  in  the  world  ?  Can  this  be  religion  ? 
Is  there  any  thing  in  this,  suitable  to  the  nature  of  God,. 
"  who  is  a  Spirit  ?"    or  to  the  demands  of  God,  who 
cries,    "  My  son,  give  me  thine  heart  ;"    "  serve  the 
"  Lord  with  gladness,  and  come  before  his  presence 
"  with  singing  ?'*  Behold  a  man  hungry,  he  needs  no 
argument  to  induce  him  to  eat.      See  that  mother,  she 
needs  no  motive  to  determine  her  to  cherish  her  dar- 
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ling  babe;  nature  impels.  The  obedience  of  the  chrif- 
dan  is  natural,  and  hence  it  is  pleasant  and  invariable  ; 
'*  he  runs  and  is  not  weary,  he  walks  and  is  not  faint." 
Secondly,  It  b  equally  true  that  practice  muft  fcdlow 
principle.  The  one  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  other.  This  influence  will  operate  ;  if  it  be 
fire,  it  will  burn ;  if  it  be  leaven,  it  will  pervade  and 
afllmilate }  if  it  be  in'us  "  a  well  of  water,''  it  will 
"  spring  up  into  everlaftjng  life."  The  one  is  the 
proper  ■  vid  nce  of  the  other.  The  cause  is  escer- 
tained  by  the  effect.  It  is  not  necessary  to  lay  open 
the  body  of  a  tree,  to  determine  by  the  grain,  to  which 
class  it  belongs  ;  there  b  an  easier,  and  a  surer  mode 
of  judging ;  "  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits."  Some, 
while  leading  very  indifferent  lives,  tell  us  their  hearts 
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your  station^  and  unblamable  in  every  relation ;  yoii . 
are  perpetually  magnifying  your  religion ;  you  ^^  adorn 
•*  the  dodrine  of  God  your  Saviour ;  you  "  put  to 
^^  ^ence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men ;"  you  some* 
times  aDure  theni,  according  to  the  inftrudive  admo- 
nition df  our  Saviour,  ^^  Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
^'men,  that  they  may  d£E  your  good  vstorks,  and 

^  GLORIFT     YOUR     FaTHIR     WHICH    IS    IN    HLAVEn/' 

And  with  what  is  all  this  conneAed  ?  *'  They  shall  be 

,  .        •.  •  ■ 

my  people,  and  I  '*  will  be  their  God/'    This  shews  us, 

IV.  The"^  blessed  privilege  of  the  righteous.  For 
Here  we  are  to  contemplate  their  honour  and  their  hap- 
piness ;  every  thing  depends  upon  this  relation.  ^'  Bless- 
^^  ed  are  th^  people  that  are  in  such  a  case,  yea,  happy 
**  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord." 

When  ^^  God  gave  promise  to  Abraham,  because 
**  He  could  swear  by  no  greater,  He  swar6  by  himself  ;*' 
wHeh  he  would  bless  his  people,  because  He  could  give 
themi  ho  greatel^,  He  gave  himself.  They  are  all  a 
nation  of  Levites,  for  ^'  the  Lord  is  their  inheritance  ;*^ 
and  it  is  *•  a  goodly"  one  ;  it  "  gives  grace  and  glory, 
*ahd  no  good  thing  does"  it  "withhold  from  them 
*  that  wai  uprightly."  "  It  is  profitable  unto  all 
*^  things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of 
^  that  which  is  to  come.'* 

Consider  the  meaning  of  the  language.  It  is  more 
than  if  He  said,  I  will  be  thy  friend,  thy  helper,  thy 
benefador ;  for  these  are  relations  derived  from  crea- 
tures, and  therefore  notions  of  limited  significancy. 
But  when  He  says,  "  I  will  be  thy  God,"   He  takes  an 

image  hoax  Himself,  and  engages  to  do  us  good  ac* 

L 
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ling  babe ;  nature  impels.  The  obedience  of  t 
tian  is  natural,  and  beuce  it  is  pleasam  and  im 
"  he  runs  and  is  not  weary,  he  walks  and  is  n\ 
Secondly,  It  is  equally  true  that  practice  mq 
principle.  The  one  is  the  necessary  cow 
of  the  other.  This  influence  will  operate  i 
fire,  it  will  burn  ;  if  it  be  leaven,  it  will  j 
affiniilate;  if  it  be  in'us  "  a  well  of  wattj 
*■'  spring  up  into  everlafting  life."  The 
proper  i  viD  nce  of  the  other.  The  cau^ 
tained  by  the  cfFedt.  It  is  not  necessary  t 
the  body  of  a  tree,  to  determine  by  the  grai 
class  it  belongs  :  there  is  an  easier,  and  a  I 
of  judging ;  "  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruiJ 
while  leading  very  indifferent  lives,  tell  us  i 
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jour  station^  and  unbUmable  in  every  relation ;  yoii . 
are  perpetually  magnifying  your  religion ;  you  ^^  adorn 
*^  the  do^ne  of  God  your  Saviour;  you  "put  to 
^^  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men ;"  you  some- 
times allure  them,  according  to  the  inftrudive  admo- 
nition df  our  Saviour j  "  Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
^'  men,  that  they  may  iEE  Youk  oood  works,  and 
^'  glorify  your  Fathir  which  is  in  hlaven/' 
And  with  what  is  all  this  conneAed  ?  "  They  shall  be 
jny  people,  and  I  "  will  be  their  God."    This  shews  us, 

■  « 

IV.  The  blessed  privilege  of  tlie  righteous.  For 
Sere  we  are  to  contemplate  their  honour  and  their  hap- 
piness ;  every  thing  depends  upon  this  relation.  "  Bless- 
^^  ed  are  ihH  people  that  are  in  such  a  case,  yea,  happy 
**  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord.*' 

When  "  God  gave  promise  to  Abraham,  because 
**  He  could  swear  by  no  greater.  He  swar^  by  himself  ;** 
wHeh  he  would  bless  his  people,  because  He  could  give 
them  no  greatei*,  He  gave  himself.  They  are  2ji  a 
nation  of  Levites,  for  "  the  Lord  is  their  inheritance  ;*' 
and  it  is  "  a  goodly"  one  ;  it  "  gives  grace  and  glory, 
*ahd  no  good  thing  does*'  it  "withhold  from  them 
**  that  walk  uprightly.''  "  It  is  profitable  unto  all 
^^  things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of 
^  that  which  is  to  come.'' 

Consider  the  meaning  of  the  language.  It  is  more 
than  if  He  said,  I  will  be  thy  friend,  thy  helper,  thy 
benefaAor  ;  for  these  are  relations  derived  from  crea- 
tures, and  therefore  notions  of  limited  significancy. 
But  when  He  says,  "  I  will  be  thy  God,"  He  takes  an 
iaiage  from  Himself,  and  engages  to  do  us  good  ac- 
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cording  to  the  all-sufficiency  of  an  infinite  nature  ;  to 
bestow  upon  us  blessings  which  are  peculiar  to  Deity  j. 
to  do  foi"  us  what  Deity  alone  can  do,  and  to  do  it  di- 
tiNELY ;  to  pardon,  and  to  pardon  like  a  God  ;  to 
sanftify,  and  to  sanctify  like  a  God  ;  to  comfort,  and 
to  comfort  like  a  God  ;  to  glorify,  and  t»  glorify  like 
a  God  i  God  appearing  all  along,  in  the  manner,  as 
well  as  in  the  mercy. 

Consider  also  the  nature  of  the  claim.  He  is  real- 
ly yours.  In  notlring  else  have  you  such  a  propriety. 
Your  time  is  not  your  own  ;  your  riches  are  not  your 
own  ;  your  children  are  not  your  own  j  your  bodies, 
and  your  spirits,  are  not  your  own  ;  but  God  is  yours 
by  absolute  promise  and  donation  ;  and  you  may  join, 
with  the  church  of  old,  and  fay,  "  God,  even  our  own 
"  God,  shall  bless  us."     And  He  is  wholly  yours  j  all 
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they  are  filled  with  wonder,  and  exdaim,  ^^  What 
^  manner  of  love  is  this !"  **  what  shall  I  render  to  the 
*^  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  towards  me  !"  But  "  they 
^*  shall  see  greater  things  than  these/'  They  have  now 
only  "  the  first  fruits  ,of  the  Spirit .:"  "  the  earnest  of 
**  their  inheritance/^  Their  alliance  with  God  is  of^ 
.ten  concealed  from  others,  and  from  themselves ;  and 
ithe  advantages  it  |>roduces  is  circumscribed  by  tlie 
.world  in  which  we  live,  and  the  body  of  this  xleath; 
it  has  not  room  in  which  to  operate,  or  time  in  whicli 
to  expand.  We  are  therefore  led  to  look  forward ; 
and  what  the  apoftle  says  with  regard  to  the  patri- 
archs, will  apply  to  all  his  people ;  "  wherefore  God 
^^  is  not  afhamed  to  be  called  their  <jod,  fo;r  he  hath 
"  prepared  for  them  a  city."  What  an  intimation  of 
lib  infinite  goodness  is  here !  He  would  be  afhamed  of 
the  relation  into  which  He  has  entered,  if  He  confer^ 
-red  no  more  upon  his  followers  than  the  benefits  they 
derive  from  Him  on  earth-  Behold  then  an  eternity 
succeeding  time ;  a  new  syftem  prepared  to  receive 
them  ;  an  happiness  in  reserve,  of  which  they  can  now 
form  no  adequate  conception!  When  He  has  ex- 
changed their  dungeon  for  a  palace ;  when  He  has 
.*^  wiped  away  ^1  tears  from  their  eyes  ;'*  when  He  has 
ieased  e^ery  pain  ;  fulfilled  every  defire,  reaUzed  jevery 
hope }  when  He  Juas  changed  "  this  vile  body,*'  and 
fafhioned  it  like  the  "  glorious  body"  of  the  Saviour ; 
when  He  has  entirely  expelled  sin  from  their  nature^ 
and  presented  them,  ^^  faultless  before  the  presence 
^  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,"  then  the  char- 
ader  will  be  fully  displayed,  and  the  relation  com- 
pletely juftified  ;  and  all  hell  and  heaven  will  exclaim. 
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"  He  has   not   deceived    them.    He   has  been   their 

"  God."— 

— I  divide  this  assembly  into  three  classes  j  and,  first, 
1  address  those  who  are  careless  of  this  blessed  relation. 
Such  were  many  of  the  Jews  of  old ;  "  Israel,"  says 
God,  "  would  have  none  of  me."  And  you  are  o£ 
the  same  number.  You  say  by  your  actions,  if  not  by 
your  words,  '*  depart  frorn  us,  for  we  desire  not  the 
"  knowledge  of  thy  ways."  You  are  asking,  *•  who 
*'  will  shew  us  any  good  ?"  but  you  do  not,  and  you 
know  you  do  not,  pray,  "  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light 
"  of  thy  countenance  upon  me."  But  is  it  a  vain 
thing  to  seek  God,  or  to  serve  Him?  Allowing  other 
things  to  be  valuable,  are  they  to  be  compared  with 
God,  wlio  is  the  portion  of  his  people  ?  But  they  are 
not  valuable  ;  they  cannot  give  satisfticHon  ;  they  leave 
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A  loss  is  to  be  measured  by  the  worth  of  the  thing  we 
lose ;  and  you  lose  God !  Other  losses  may  be  cor- 
rective, but  this  is  deftructive  ;  other  losses  may  befall 
friends,  tmt  this  only  befalls  enenues  ;  other  losses  may 
be  retrieved,  this  is  irreparable.  Is  He  willing  to  b^ 
come  mine  ?  He  is  ;  He  condescends  to  expostulate, 
to  invite,  to  press :  "  Wherefore  do  ye  spend  money 
^^  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  that 
^^  which  satisfieth  not  ?  hearken  diligently  unto  me, 
^  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your  soul  de- 
^  light  itself  in  fatness :  incline  your  ear,  and  come 
unto  me ;  hear,  and  your  soul  shall  live  ;  and  I  will 
make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  you,  even  the 
**  sure  mercies  of  David."  "  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
^*  he  may  be  found  ;  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near." 

Secondly,  I  would  address  those  who  are  of  a  doubt- 
ful  mind.  For  while  some  claim  the  relation,  to  whom 
it  does  not  belong ;  some,  to  whom  it  belongs,  are 
afraid  to  claim  \i.  Now  this  is  lamentable ;  for  if 
God  be  yours,  and  you  know  it  not,  you  sustain  a 
vast  loss  of  consolation.  Besides,  it  is  possible  for  you 
to  obtain  "a  good  hope  through  grace/*  The  prom- 
ise implies  a  possibility  of  decision  ;  **  They  shall  call 
upon  my  name,  and  I  will  hear  them  :  I  will  say  it 
is  my  people ;  and  they  shall  say  the  Lord  is  mt 
God.*'  And  why  cannot  you  say  this  ?  Have  you 
dissolved  connection  with  the  world,  and  taken  "  hold 
of  the  sldrt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying,  I  will  go 
with  you,  for  I  have  heard  thait  God  is  with  you  ?" 
Can  you  easily  make  the  language  of  his  praying  fol- 
lowers your  own  ?  and  is  this  the  essence  of  every  de.- 
sire  you  feel  ?    **  Remember  me,   O  Lord,  with  the 
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*'  favour  thou  bearest  to  thy  people  :  O  visit  me  with 
"•  thy  salvation  j  that  I  may  see  the  good  of  thy  chosen, 
"  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  goodness  of  thy  nation, 
"that  I  may  glory  with  thine  inheritance."  Whe? 
your  minds  rove  through  the  universe,  finding  no  sub- 
stitute for  Him,  do  you  come  back  and  ask,  "  where  is 
*'  God  my  maker,  who  givetli  songs  in  the  night  ?" 
After  comparing  communion  with  Him  to  every  other 
conceivable  good,  can  you  say,  "  whom  have  I  in  heaven 
"  but  Thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire 
*'  besides  Thee  ?"  When  the  ambassadors  of  a  certain 
nation  came  to  the  Romans,  offering  to  be  their  allies, 
and  were  refused,  they  said,  Well,  if  we  cannot  be  your 
allies,  we  will  be  your  subjects ;  we  will  not  be  your 
enemies.  Can  you  say,  Lord,  I  will  be  thine  ;  I  will 
not  be  mine  own  j  if  I  am  not  received  as  a  friend,  I 
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tificdons  ;  Temcmbcr  your  pre-eminence  ;  ••  you  are 
^Hhe  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  almighty/'  Da 
not  compls&i  because  they  may  possess  things,  of  which 
you  are  depri^^  }  you  have  a  God,  they  have  none  ^ 
you  can  sustain  a  loss  uninjured,  they  would  be  un-* 
dbne  ;  it  would  be  taking  away  their  all.  if  your  ta^ 
per  be  extinguished,  you  have  a  s\m  ^  but  when  ^^  the 
^  GXsyS^  of  the  wicked  is  put  out,''  they  ate  involved 
in  darkness,  ^  darkness  that  may  be  felt  J'  Honour 
your  God  by  living  upon  his  fulness,  and  endeavour- 
mg  by  faith  to  realizie  in  Him,  every  thing  you  seek^ 
for,  in  vain,  ki  yourselves,  or  in  creatures.  Observe 
the  address  of  Moses  to  the  Israelites,  ^^  What  nation 
"  is  there  sa  great,  who  hath  God  so  nigh  unto 
^  them^  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that  we 
"  caU  upon  him  for  ?'  They  were  an  inconsiderable 
body,  confined  in  a  wilderness,  the  arts  and  sdences,.* 
and  commeflTce,  were  all  with  their  enemies  ;  they  had 
the  same  raiment  they  wore  out  of  Egypt  forty  year* 
before ;  and  had  no  provision  for  a  single  day.  But 
their  peculiar  greatness  arose  from  their  nearness 
to  God.  In  having  Hm  they  had  all ;  He  possessed, 
and  could  immediately  produce  the  supplies  their  ne- 
ces^ties  required;  they  had  only  to  ask  and  have. 
When  David  was  plundered,  and  stripped  of  all  he  had 
in  Zlglag  }  it  is  said,  he  ^^  encouraged  himself  in  the 
"  Lord  his  God** — He  was  left.  Thus  a  christian  who 
has  nothing,  possesses  all  things.  Creatures  may  aban* 
don  him,  but  his  God  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  him. 
Friends  may  die,  but  the  Lord  liveth.  His  "  heart  and 
*  his  flelh  may  fail,  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  hb 
'•  heart,  and  his  portion  forever.''    "  The  heavens  may 
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**  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  melt 
"  with  fervent  heat,  the  eanh  and  the  works  that 
"  arc  therrin  may  be  burned  up"" — he  stands  up- 
on  the  athes  of  a  universe,  and  exclaimsi  I  have  lost 
nothing. 
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THESE  are  the  words  of  Obadiah. 
From  his  situation  and  office,  he  appears  to  have  been 
a  person*  of  some  distinftion,  for  •*  he  was  the  governor 
^^  of  AhaVs  house."  But  what  we  admire  in  him,  and 
with  which  only  we  have  to  do,  is  the  piety  that  mark- 
ed  his  charaden  "  He  feared  the  Lord  greatly  ;*' 
and  gave  evidence  of  it  in  a  season  of  extreme  danger : 
^^  for  he  took  an  hundred  prophets,  and  hid  theih  by 
^  fifty  in  a  cave,  and  fed  them  with  bread  atnd  ^ater.'^ 
And  as  his  religion  was  superior  in  its  degree,  so  it  was 
early  in  its  commencement.  '  For,  says  he,  in  his  ad- 
dress to  Elijah,  *n  fear  the  Lord  from  my  youth." 
And  herein,  my  young  friends,  we  propose  him  this 
evening  as  your  example.  In  your  imitation  of  hini, 
many  are  concerned,  though  none  are  so  deeply  in- 
terested  as  yourselves. 

—The  preacher  who  addresses  you  is  concerned. 

He  longs  ^^  after  you  all  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Indeed  if  ministers  desire  to  be  useful>  they  cannot  be 
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indifferent  fo  voa;  You  woulif  prove  their  beft  Kelp- 
crs  ;  you  would  rouse  the  careless  j  you  Would  re- 
proach those  of  riper  years  j  you  would  decide  the 
wavering  young.  It  is  in  your  power  to  build  up  our 
churches,  and  to  change  the  moral  face  of  our  neigh- 
bourhood. "  The  wildcrness_,  and  the  solitary  place, 
"  shall  be  made  glad  for"  you,  "  and  the  desert  shall 
rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the  rose." 

— Behold  standing  near  your  preacher,  your  friends^ 
your  relations,  your  parents,^  hearing  for  you  with 
trembling,  and  prayers,  ajid  tears.  Thy  father  is  say- 
ing, *'  my  son,  if  thou  be  wise,  my  heart  shall  rejoice, 
•'  even  mine."  The  woman  who  bare  thee  is  saying,., 
"  What,  my  son,  and  what  the  son  of  my  womb,  and  , 
*'  what  the  son  of  my  vows  !"  3 
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—Behold  the  blessed  God  looking  down  from 
heaven,  blending  his  claims  with  your  welfare,  and  urg- 
ing the  la^giiage  of  command,  and  of  promise :  "  Re* 
*^  member  thy  Creator  iu  the  days  of  thy  youth ;" 
^*  they  that  seek  me  early,  shall  find  me.**  These  are 
parties  concerned  in  the  success  of  this  endeavour.  But, 
my  young  friends,  there  are  char  afters  here  more 
deeply  interested  than  all  these ;  they  are  yourselves. 
To  be  pious  in  early  years,  is  to  be  "  wise  for  your- 
^'  szhvzs :"  it  is  your  privilege,  fliall  I  say,  more  than 
your  duty  ?  Yes,  the  gain  will  be  principally  your  own. 
How  shall  I  convince  you  of  this  ?  How  shall  I  mal^e 
you  feel  the  importance  of  it  ?  We  shall  take  three 
views  of  the  subjeft.     We  shall  ccjnsider  youth  as 

fHE  MOST  FAVOURABLE  SEASON  IN  WHICH  TO  COM- 
MENCE  A  RELIGIOUS  COURSE  ;  SHEW  THE  BENEFI* 
CIAL  INFLUENCE  k)F  EARLY  PIETY  OVER  YOUR  FU- 
TURE  LIFE  ',  AND  EXAMINE,  IN  THIS  AWFUL  CON- 
CERN,   THE  CONSEQUENCES  OF  PROCRASTINATION* 

4 

Part  I.  If  unhappily  the  wickedness  of  any  of  our 
older  hearers  should  have  rendered  infidelity  necessary, 
and  they  should  have  abandoned  a  system  hostile  only  to 
sin ;  we  are  "  persuaded,'*  my  young  friends,  "  better 
**  things  of  you.'*  We  presume  that  you  arc  all  ready 
to  acknowledge  the  importance  of.  religion,  and  that 
if  any  of  you  were  asked  whether  you  had  resolved 
never  to  pursue.it,  but  in  the  negleft  of  it  to  live  and 
die,  you  would  be  shocked  at  the  queftion.  Since 
then  you  believe  godliness  to  be  the  one  thing  needful, 
and  determine  on  a  religious  course,  I  would  propose 
youth  as  the  raiost  favourable  season  in  which  to  com- 
mence it. 
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It  is,  first,  a  period  wluch  presents  the  fewest  obsta- 
cles.  It  is  far  from  my  design  to  hold  forth  real  religion 
as  an  easy  thing  at  any  period  of  life.  I  believe  the 
dotftrine  of  human  depravity  ;  I  know  the  images  the 
sacred  writers  employ  to  describe  the  arduous  nature 
of  the  spiritual  life  ;  I  hear  our  Saviour  saying,  "  Strive 
"  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate ;  for  many  will  seek  to 
*'  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able."  But  if  there  be 
difficulties,  these  difHcuIties  will  increase  with  our 
years  -,  and  the  season  of  youth  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain the  fewest  obstacles,  whether  we  consider  your  ex- 
ternal circumstances,  your  natural  powers,  or  your 
moral  habits.  Now  you  are  most  free  from  those 
troubles  which  will  embitter,  from  those  cares  which 
will  perplex,  from  those  schemes  which  will  engross, 
from  those  engagements  which  will  hinder  vou, 
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dour,   and  zeal.    Evil    disposition»  also    grow  with 
time,  and  are  confirmed  by  exercise.    "  Can  the  £thi« 
^<  opian  change  his  skin,    or  the  leopard   his  spots  ? 
^  then  may  ye  also  do  good,  that  are  accustomed  to 
^^  do  eriL*  A  man  wishes  to  eradicate — is  his  task  like- 
*ly  to  become  easier- by  suffering  the  shrub  to  grow  year 
'after  year,  tiU^it  becomes  a  tree,  and  is  so  deep  jt)oted 
^  to  defy  even  a  storm  ?    A  d^forder  has  seized  the 
body— -comipon  sen^e  says,  take  it  in  time,  $end  im- 
mediately for  sSd  ;    by  continuance  it  becomes  invet- 
erate, and  baffles  the  skill  and  thcL  force  of  medicine. 
An  enemy  hs^  declared  war — and  surely  he  is  no 
friend  who.  advises  you,  instead  of  advancing  forward, 
and  seizing  the  mq^t  advantageous  positions,  to  remain 
inactive,  till  th^  adversary  striding  on,  gains  pass  after 
pass,  and  fortifies  for  himself  what  he  has  taken  from 
you ;  spreads  over  yo\ir  territory,  and  subsists  at  your 
expense.,  or  with  impoveifished  resources  compels  you 
to  risk  evesty  tl^g  on  the  issue  of  one  desperate  en- 
counter.    Who  is  the  person  intended  by  all  these 
representations  of  folly  ?  You,  O  young  man,  who  by 
your  delays  are  increasing  an  hundred  fold  all  the  ob« 
stades  of  a  reli^ous  life. 

Secondly,  The  days  of  youth  are  of  all  others  the 
most  honourable  period  in  which  to  begin  a  course  o£ 
godliness.  Under  the  legal  economy,  the  first  was 
to  be  chosen  for  God  ;  the  first  born  of  man  ;  the 
FIRST  born  of  beasts ;  the  first  fruits  of  the  field. 
It  was  an  honour  becoming  the  God  they  worshipped, 
to  serve  Him  firft.  This  duty,  my  young  friends, 
you,  and  you  alone,  can  spiritualize  and  fulfil,  by  giv- 
jing  Him  who  deserves  all  your  lives,  the  firft  born  o^ 


His   honour  r — but  it  is  withered  on  hi 
authority  ? — ^but  it  has  dropped  from  hi: 
He  leaves  hb  sins  ;  but  it  is  because  they 
ger  bear  him  company.    He  jUes  from  th( 
it  is  because  he  is  burnt  out.    He  enten 
but  it  is  as  a  sanctuary  ;  it  is  only  to  tain 
horns  of  the  altar  ;  it  is  a  refuge,  not  a 
vbtion  he  seeks  ;   and  need  we  woiider 
hear  a  voice  from  the  most  excellent  glory 
brought  that  wliich  was  torn,  and  the  la 
sick :  thus  ye  brought  an  offering :  shi 
'*  this  of  your  hands  ?  saith  the  Lord  of 
**  cursed  be  the  deceiver,  who  hath  in  his  i 
^^  and  voweth,  and  sacrificeth  unto  the  Lc 
thing :  for  I  am  a  great  king,  saith  the  Lc 
and  my  name  is  dreadful  among  the  hea 
you  who  consecrate  to  Him  your  youth, 
profanely  tell  him  to  suspend  his  claims  till 
served ;  till  you  have  satisfied  the  world  ai 
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^  the  desired  haven/'  '  Tou  do  not  shun  the  worldf 
2^»a  long  experience  of  its  vanity  and  veKation  ;  but 
you  have  the  honor  of  believing  the  teftimony  of  Cod 
'cooceniiiBg  it,  and  of  deciding  without  atriaL    Tou 
db  not  yield  to  €rod]when  every  other  solicitor  is  gone  ^ 
bot  you  adore  him^  while  you  are  adored  by  others  y 
^d   guarding   your    passions*  and  senses,  you  press 
through  a  thousand  allurements,  saying,  ^  whom  have 
^  I  in  heaven  but  Thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
^^  that  I  desire  besides  Thee."    Religion  is  always  an 
ornament ;  it  does  not  refuse  age,  but  it  looks  exqui- , 
sitely  attractive  and  suitable  when  worn  by  youth,     ha 
the  old,  it  is  sdone  j  it  is  a  whole  ;  it  decorates  wrinkles 
and  ruins.     In  the  young,  it  is  a  connedion  and  a  fin* 
ifh  ;  it  unites  with  Uoom,  it  adds  to  every  accomplilhr 
ment,  gives  a  lustre  to  every  excellency,  and  a  charm      ^'^v 
to  every  grace.    And  as  our  early  years  furnish  * 
ses^on,  in .  which  to  commence  a  religious  life,  attend- 
ed with  the  fewest  difficulties,  and  productive  of  the 
highest  honour ;  so  it  is. 

Thirdly,  The  most  profitable ;  and  at  no  other  pe- 
riod can  we  begin  so  advantageously.  It  requires  no 
laboured  reasoning  ^  to  prove  this.  Only  admit  that 
there  are  innumerable  benefits  inseparable  from  reli. 
gion,  that  **  her  ways  arc  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all 
her  paths  are  peace;*'  that  "godliness  is  profitable 
unto  all  things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now 
"  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  ;'*  jand  the  sooner  it 
is  embraced,  the  longer  will  the  privilege  be  enjoyed  y 
every  hour  is  an  hour  of  loss.  Can  you  be  happy  too 
soon?  Is  it  desirable  to  "feed"  another  day  "upon 
^  ashes,"  while  •*  angel's  food''  is  placed  within  your 
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View,  and  within  your  reach  ?  If  there  be  imminerable 
evils  inseparable  from  md  ;  if  **  the  fray  of  transgress 
**  sors  be  hard  ^"  \i  there  be  *'  no  peace  to  the  wick* 
«ed  ;"  if  "the  gall  of  bitta-ness'  be  conneaedwith' 
"  the  bonds  of  iniquity  ;"  if  **  the  wages  of  sin  is 
« death  ;"  and  "  these  are  the  true  sayings  of  God;" 
then  the  earlier  the  deliverance,  the  greater  the  privi- 
lege. Those  who  approached  our  Saviour  in  the  day* 
of  his  flesh,  desired  an  imiMedlate  relief  fFOni  their  op> 
pressing  maladies.  Bartiibeus  did  not  say,  **  Ixvdj 
*'  that  I  may  receive  nly  s:ght**-^-but  hot  so  soon  ;  I 
wish  to  enjoy  my  blindness  some  time  longer;  The 
leper  did  not  say,  "  Lord,  if  thou  wilt',  thou  canst  make 
"  me  clean  ;" — and  I  hope  at  some  future  season  I 
shall  be  healed  j  but  I  cannot  resign  my  disease  for 
some  years.     In  another  case,  a  poor  wanderer,  who 
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provisioQfCif  winter.  It  is  the  moraing  of  life,  and  if 
the  Sun  of  righteousness  does  not  dispel  the  moral 
mists  and  fogs  l^efore  noon,  the  whole  day  generally 
x&cEO^  overspread  and  ^oomy.  It  is  the  seed  time  ; 
and  "  what  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap/' 
I^ery  thing  of  importance  is  affisded  by  religion  in 
thk  period  of  life. 

^..  Piety  in  youth  will  have  a  good  influence  over  your 
bodies.  It  will  preserve  them  from  disease  and  de- 
formity. Sin  variously  tends  to  the  injury  of  health  ; 
and  often  by  intemperance  th^  constitution  is  so  im- 
paired, tl\at  la^e  religion  is  unable  to  restore  what  ear-* 
ly  religion  would  have  prevented^  The  unpleasant- 
ness which  you  see  In  many  faces,  is  mdre  the  effect  of 
evil  tempers  brooding  within,  while  the  features  are 
forming  and  maturing,  than  of  any  natural  defeft^ 
After  such  disagreeable  traits  are  established,  religion 
comes  too  late  to  alter  the  physiognomy  of  the  coun- 
tenance ;  and  thus  is  obliged,  however  lovely  in  itself, 
to  wear  through  life  a  face  corroded  with  envy,  ma- 
lignant with  revenge,  scowling  with  suspicion  and  6h* 
trust,  or  haughty  with  scorn  and  contempt* 

Early  piety  will  have  a  good  influence  over  your 
secular  concerns.  Nothing  is  so  likely  to  raise  a  man 
in  the  world.  It  produces  a  fair  charader ;  it  pro- 
cures confidence  and  esteem ;  it  promotes  diligence^ 
frugality,  and  charity ;  it  attrafts  the  blessing  of  heay« 
en,  which  "  maketh  rich,  and  addeth  no  sorrow  with 
^  it."  "  For  they  that  honour  me,  I  will  honour.'* 
**  Honour  the  Lord  with  thy  substance,  and  with  the 
'^  first  fruits  of  aU  thy  increase ';  so  shall  thy  barns  be 

^  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  sihall  gush  out 
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ring  :i  wc  rid  like  this,  destitute  of  the  ] 
^rning  care  of  religioo  ;  his  passions  high 
:e  weak  j   impatient,  rash,  confident ;  wi 
mcef;   a  thousand  avenues  of  seduAion 
md  him^  and  a  syren  voice  singing  at  the 
*Adii    pleased  with  appearances,    and   ej 
EX  for  realities  ;  joined  by  evil  company ; 
erroneous  publications: — the  hazards,    m 
ids,  exceed  all  the  alarm  I  can  give ;  and 
sr  yourselves,  that  your  own  good  sense  ai 
ngs  will  secure  you  ;  but ''  he  that  trustei 
m  heart  is  a  fool."    The  power  of  temptat 
e  of  example,   the  influence  of  circumst; 
and  untried  situations,  are  inconccivabl< 
e  the  cleareft  conviction,  and  the  firmest 
;   and  often  render  us  an  astonishment 
•s,    "  Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  hea 
m  not  to  thine  own  understanding ;  in  all  t! 
knowledge  Him,  and  He  shall  dirccl  thy 
)W  Him,  and  **  thou  shalt  walk  in  tliv 
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ior  you  ¥^  afl^  counsel  of  the  Lord,  and  arrange  aH 
your  schemes  under  the  superintendency  of  Scripture, 
which  contains  his  unerring  views  of  things.  Those 
changes  which  a  person  who  becomes  religious  in 
maphood  is  obliged  to  make,  are  always  very  embar- 
rassing^  With  what  difficulty  do  some  good  men  es» 
tablish  family  worship,  after  living,  in  the  view  of  chiU 
tdren  and  servants,  so  Jong  ixi  the  negled  of  it ;  but 
this  would  have  been  avoided,  had  diey  early  follow^ 
ifed  the  ezam^de  of  Joshua,  '^  as  for  me  and  my  house, 
^^  we  will  stfve  the  Lord/'  How  hard  is  it  to  disen* 
tangle  oursdv^  from  associates,  with  whom  we  have 
been  long  familiar,  and  who  have  proved  a  snare  to  our 
souls !  but  we  should  never  have  linked  ourselves  with 
them,  had  we  early  listened  t^  the  voice  of  truth; 
^^  my  son,  if  ^nners  entice  thee,  consent  thou  not  ;^ 
^^  he  that  walketh  with  wise  men  shall  be  wise,  and  a 
^^  companion  of  fools  shall  be  destroyed^**  Some  evils 
are  remediless  $  persons  have  formed  alliances  which 
they,  cannot  dissol'we;  but  they  did  not  walk  by  the 
rule,  ^^  be  ye^  not  unequally  yoked  together  with  unbe- 
*'  lievers.**  They  are  now  wedded  to  misery  all  their* 
days ;  and  repentance,  instead  of  visiting  them  like  a 
faithful  friend,  to  chide  them  when  they  do  wrong, 
and  withdraw,  is  quartered  upon  them  for  Hfe, 

We  may  view  the  influence  of  youthful  piety,  as 
connedled  with  your  spiritual  progress  and  pleasure. 
In  every  sdence,  profession  and  business,  early  applica- 
tion is  deemed  necessary  to.  fizture  e^^cellency ;  He  is 
not  tikely  to  surpass  others,  who  began  long  after  them* 
As  soon  as  the  grand  purpose  of  a  man  is  fixed,  he  has 
something  always  to  regulate  hiin^  always  to  engage 
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*with  new  wine."    "Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  o£ 
'  *  God,  and  his  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall 
'•  be  added  unto  you.'* 

Early  piety  will  have  a  good  influence  to  secure  you 
from  all  those  dangers  to  which  you  are  exposed  in  a 
season  of  life  the  moft  perilous.  Conceive  of  a  youth 
entering  a  world  like  this,  destitute  of  the  presiding,, 
governing  cave  of  religion  ;  his  passions  high,  his  pru- 
dence weak;  impatient,  rash,  confident ;  without  ex- 
perience ;  a  thousand  avenues  of  seduction  opening 
around  him,  and  a  syren  voice  singing  at  the  entrance 
of  eizh',  pleased  with  appearances,  and  embracing 
them  for  realities  ;  joined  by  evil  company  j  ensnared 
by  erroneous  publications : — the  hazards,  my  young 
friends,  exceed  all  the  alarm  !  can  give ;  and  you  may 
flatter  yourselves,  that  your  own  g^nod  ^ensc  and  moral 
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for  you  v41i  aik  counsel  of  tbe  Lord,  and  arrange  alt 
your  schemes  under  the  superint^idency  of  Scripture, 
which  contains  his  unerring  views  of  things.  Those . 
changes  which  a  person  who  becomes  religic^s  in 
maphood  is  obliged  to  make,  are  always  very  embar^ 
rassiog^  With  what  difficulty  do  some  good  men  es^ 
taUish  family  worship,  after  living,  in  the  view  of  chil« 
dren  and  servants,  so  long  ixi  the  negled:  of  it ;  but 
this  would  have  been  avoided,  had  they  early  folbw* 
ied  the  example  of  Joshua,  '^  as  for  me  and  my  house, 
^^  we  will  swe  the  Lord."  How  hard  is  it  to  disen# 
tangle  oursdv^  from  associstes,  with  whom  we  have 
been  long  familiar,  and  who  have  proved  a  snare  to  our 
souls !  but  we  should  never  have  linked  ourselves  with 
them,  had  we  early  listened  t^  the  voice  of  truth; 
^^  my  son,  if  sinners  entice  thee,  consent  thou  not  \^ 
'  ^^  .he  that  walketh  with  wise  men  shall  be  wise,  and  a 
^^  companion  of  fools  shall  be  destroyed^**  Some  evils 
are  remediless  $  persons  have  formed  alliances  wbic)! 
they  cannot  dissol'we;  but  they  did  not  walk  by  the 
rule,  ^'  be  ye^  not  i^nequally  yoked  together  with  unbe« 
*'  lievers,^  They  are  now  wedded  to  misery  all  theii^ 
days ;  and  repentance,  instead  of  visiting  them  like  a 
faithful  friend,  to  chide  them  when  they  do  wrong, 
and  withdraw,  is  quartered  upon  them  for  Kfe, 

We  may  view  the  influence  of  youthful  piety,  as 
connected  with  your  spiritual  progress  and  pleasure. 
In  every  science,  profession  and  business,  early  applica- 
tion is  deemed  necessary  to.  fizture  e^^cellency  $  He  is 
not  likely  to  surpass  others,  who  began  long  after  them* 
As  soon  as  the  grand  purpose  of  a  man  is  fixed,  he  has 
'Something  always  to  regulate  him^  always  to  engage 
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him  ;  he  secures  much  aftion,  whidi  would  otherwise 
be  dispersed  and  useless  ;  he  avuls  himself  of  all  acci- 
dental assistance,  and  turns  every  stream  into  this 
swelling  channel. '  An  early  dedication  also  renders  a 
religious  life  ii)ore  easy  and  pleasant.  Use  facilitates  \ 
a  repetition  of  action  produces  habits,  and  habits  form- 
ed, yield  delight  in  those  exerdses  which  formed  them. 
What  was  irksome  at  first,  becomes  by  custom  agreea- 
ble, .and  we  even  refuse  a  change.  And  this  is  pe- 
culiarly the  case  here ;  for  reli^on  will  bear  examina- 
tion ;  it  improves  on  intimacy ;  fresh  excellencies  are 
perpetually  discovered  ;  fresh  succours  are  dwly  afford- 
ed }  and  every  new  vidory  inspires  new  hope,  and  pro- 
duces new  energy. 

Your  piety,  my  youthful  friends,  will  be  of  unspeaka- 
ble  advantage  in   the  calamities  of  life.     These  you 
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^  hopper  is  a  burden,  and  desire  faUs,^  aod  you  are 
approachfltg  your  ^^  long  home,"  you  vol!  not  be  des* 
titute  of  consolation.  Your  *^  hoary  hairs  are  a  crown 
of  glory,**  for  *'  they  are  found  in  the  way  of 
righteoiisness."  You  enjoy  the  esteem  and  assistance 
of  those  who  have  witnessed  your  worth,  and  been 
blessed  by  your  example.  God  views  you  as  an  '*  old 
**  (Usdple,''  and  '^  remembers  the  kindness  of  your 
U  yonth.'^  .  With  humble  confidence  you  address 
Him  ;  ^^  O  God !  thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  youtl^ ; 
^  and  hitherto  have  I  declared  thy  wondrous  works  : 
^  now  also  when  I  am'  old  and  grey  headed,  O  God, 
^'forsake  n^e  not.''  And  what  saith  the  answer  of 
God  ?  *•  Even  to  your  old  age  I  an^  he,  and  even  tp 
^  hoary  hairs  will  I  carry  you  ;  I  have  made,  and  I  will 
*'  bear,  even  I  will  carry  and  will  deliver  you/'  You 
can  look  back  with  pleasure  on  *  some  instances  of  use- 
f\i\ness ;  to  some  poor  traveller  you  have  been  a  re- 
freshing spream  ;  some  deluded  wanderer  you.  guided 
into  **  the  path  of  peace/'  You  review  with  ^tis&c- 
tion  some  peculiar  places  of  devotion,  some  *•  times  of 
•*  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,''  some 
holy  day3"  in  which,  "  with  the  voice  of  joy  and 
gladness,"  you  accompanied  ^^  the  multitude  to  hb 
^  house.''  You  lool^  forward,  and  see  the  God  who 
has  guided  you  "  with  his  coun.sel,*'  ready  to  "  re- 
"  ceive  you  to  glory."  "  My  salvation  is  nearer  than 
**  when  I  believed  ;  the  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at 
^  hand  :  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth.  I  am  now 
f *  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure 
'*  is  at  hand  :  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  fin- 
^^  ish^d  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  *  Henceforth 
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**  ihitt  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
**  which  the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge  ihaU  ^ve  me  3t 
*'  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  that 
"love  his  appearing.*'  Such  is  the  beneficial  influence 
of  early  piety.  It  affects  our  bodies,  oui.-  circumstaok 
ces,  our  preservation,  our  connections,  our  progresg 
and  pleasure  in  the  ways  of  godliness,  the  troubles  of  . 
life,  and  the  burdens  of  age.  But  if  alt  these  advanta-  • 
ges  do  not  allure  you  to  an  immediate  attention  to  re. 
ligion,  and  'you  resolve  to  suspend  your  concern  till  y 
future  period,  it  will  be  necessary, 

Part  UT.  To  take  a  more  awful  view  rA  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  examine  the  consequences  of  procrastina- 
tion. We  can  only  make  two  suppositions  j  the  one 
is,  that  after  all  your  delay,  you  will  obtain  repentance  ; 
the  other,  and  this  is  much  more  probable,   is  that  you 
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for  all*'   his   ^^  abominations  }*'  it  fiUs 

une  and  confusion  of  £ace ;"  it  renders  hinr 

ssi''    This  it  does  at  all  times  ;  but  in  a  late 

9f  in  a  repentance  after  so  many  criminal  de^ 

r  are  four  peculiar  drcumstaaces  of  aggrava- 

s  first  is  drawn  from  your  singular  abuse  of  | 

g^oodness.  For  what  encourages  you  to  re- 
ng  the  obedience  which  God  demands  I  Yoa 
lill  at  last  shew  mercy  :  were  it  not  for  this 
y  you  could  not  venture  to  delay.  What 
1  you  go  to  God,  will  be  the  language  of  your  , 

?.  ^*  Lord,  I  have  been  evil,    because  thou  ' 

k1  :  it  was  not  because  I  considered  thee  ait 
ster,  that  I  did  not  serve  thee,  but  because  I  I 

thee  to  be  a  kind  one.    Persuaded  of  thy  i 

on,  and  readiness  to  pardon,  I  have  peaceably 
^inst  thee  for  sixty  years.     If  thou  hadst  1 

a  so  infinitely  worthy  of  my  affection  and  *  i 

I,  I  had  long  ago  loved  and  obeyed  thee." — 
arises  from  the  multitude  of  evil  to  be  re- 
[t  is  distressing  enough  to  examine  a  week,  or 
stained  with  the  vileness  of  sin.  But,  Oh  ! 
Jc  upon  years  !  nmltiplied  years  !  to  see  sins 
t  of  every  relation,  every  condition  in.  which  i  i 

>een  found !  So  many  opportunities  lost  !  so  '  ^ 

nts  misemployed  !  so  many  privfleges  abu- 
?  barren  of  goodness  !  a  whole  life  of  guilt ! 
[  is  taken  from  injury  done  to  others.  If 
brgiven   him,   how  can  he  forgive  himself  I  |  j 

»rs.  Ills  vices,  his  example,  and  his  influence,  .  I 

i  others  into  sins,  from  which  he  cannot  re- 

n }  he  sees  them  advancing  ^x  the  way  to 

\ 
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destruAion,  and  knows  that  he  instinicled  andencou-" 
raged  them  to  enter  it.  Happy  is  the  youth,  who,  by 
an  early  conversioDi  is  preserved  from  being  a  "  cor* 
*'  rupter,"  and  who  is  harmless,  if  not  "  useful  in  his 
*'  passage  through  life.''  To  charge  ourselves  with 
the  loss  of  one  soul,  is  sufficient,  not  only  to  embitter 
repentance,  but  if  it  were  possible,  to  produce  even  an-  • 
guifti  in  heaven. — The  fourth  is  to  be  found  in  the  un-  j 
certainty  which  necessarily  attends  such  deferred  re- 
pentance.  For  how  can  he  be  assured  of  the  truth  of 
it  ?  How  can  he  know  that  he  has  not  only  abandon- 
ed sin,  but  is  mortified  to  it  ?  How  can  he  know  that 
be  is  not  only  reformed,  but  renewed  ?  Priudples  are 
to  be  ascertained  by  their  operations  and  effects  y  what 
opportunity  iias  he  to  exemplify  them  ?  How  can  he 
know  that   Iiis  concern  is  any  thing  more  than  fear 
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k ;  and  this  w€  contend  is  much  more  probable  than 
the  other.  For  who  has  told  you  that  you  shaft  Uve 
to  repent  ?  Have  you  made  a  covenant  with  death  ? 
Are  yoo  secure  from  the  jeopardy  of  diseases  and  ac- 
cidents ?  Tou  expeA  the  Master  in  the  evening,  who 
assures  you  that  he  will  not  come  in  the  morning? 
Stand  forth,  ye  young  and  ye  healthy,  did  you  never 
hear  of  one  dying  at  your  age,  and  in  your  circum^ 
fiances  ?  A  wise  writer  has  tpld  you  that  **  sixteen  is 
**  mortal  as  fourscore  ;"  ari^  an  inspired  one,  •*  man 
^abo  knoweth  not  his  time;  as  the  fishes  that  are 
^  taken  in  an  evil  net,  and  as  the  birds  that  are  caught 
^in  the  snare,  so  are  the  sons  of  men  snared  in  an 
^  evil  time,  when  it  falleth  suddenly  upon  them/* 

Or  who  has  assured  you  that  you  shall  have  grace 
to  repent  ?  For  to  grace  only  now  can  you  look  for 
'the  effect ;  and  this  grace  must  be  little  less  than  mi- 
'  '  raculous.    For  view  a  man  who  has  reached  the  peri- 
od ol  your  procrastination ;  his  strength  is  labour  and 
riprrow ;  the  infirmities  of  the  body  weigh  down  the 
soul ;  the  senses  are  impaired ;  the  faculties  are  be-^ 
niunbed ;   he  is  incapable  of  attention  \   every  trifle 
disconcerts  him ;  he  is  more  than  half  dead  before  he 
begins  to  think  of  living ;  unable  any  longer  to  breathe, 
lie  is  preparing  to  "  run  the  race  set  before  him ;" 
'^bonscience  calling  so  long  in  vain,  is  now  silent ;  ob- 
' je^  80  long  fanuliar  to  the  mind,  are  become  unim- 
pressive.    He  has  walked  by  threatenings  so  often, 
that  they  cease  to  terrify  him.    The  present  bible  has 
done  nothing,  and  no  new  one  is  to  be  expefted ;  he 
lias  not  been  led  to  repentance  by  **  Moses  and  the 
•«  prophets,   neither  would  he  be  persuaded  though 

O 


106  The  Taung  Admmsbed.  [Ser.  t. 

"  one  rose  from  the  dead."  *'  It  is  easier  for  a  camrt 
*<  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for"  and  old 
sinner  "  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven :"  "  with 
**  men  it  is  impossible ;  but  with  God  vSX  things  are 
*'  possible."  On  this  hii^e  turns  his  hope,  all  is  re- 
duced to  this,  the-  repentance  of  such  a  man  hu!»t 
depend  upon  grace.  Let  U3  see  then  what  reason  you 
have  to  conclude  that  God  will  grant  you  this  repen- 
tance. God  waits  to  be  ^acious ;  and  of  this  grace 
we  cannot  speak  tco  highly }  but  such  views  of  it  as. 
encourage  presumption,  and  countenance  sin,  are  un- 
questionably erroneous  ones.  He  is  gracious ;  but 
his  grace  lives  in  communion  with  his  holiness  and  his 
wisdom.  He  is  gradous  ;  but  the  very  notion  suppo- 
ses the  exercise  of  it  to  be  firec,  and  that  he  may  dis- 
pense it  as  he  pleases.     Though  nothing  can  deserve 
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'designs  to  be  honoured  by  his  people  in  this  world,; 
he  saves  them,  that  they  may  seri'^e  him ;  he  converts 
them,  not  to  die,  but  to  live.  And  therefore  we  find 
few,  very  few,  becoming  religious  in  advanced  years ; 
and  observation  abundantly  praves  that  irreligious 
youth  is  followed  with  wickedness  in  manhood,  and 
indifierence  in  old  age  ^  and  that  as  men  live^  so  they 
•die. 

Ah !  how  oftea  do  I  think,  as  I  ascend  these  stairs 
and  look  round  on  this  assembly,  how  easy  would  it 
be  to  determine  my  hearers  to  a  religious  course,  if  the 
<Ad  did  not  fatally  pmrnise  themselves  weeks,  the  mid- 
(fle-aged  months,  the  young,  years  to  come !  It  is  not 
absolute  denial  that  destroys  so  many  souls,  but  tam- 
pering delay.  Of  all  the  numbers  who  continually 
drop  into  perdition,  is  there  one,  who  did  not  intend 
at  some  future  period  to  *'  work  out  his  salvation  ?** 
But  before  this  other  passion  was  fully  indulged,  and 
this  other  scheme  was  accomplished,  while  he  vmt 
slumbering  in  negligence,  or  awaked  by  a  midnight 
•cry,  he  sprang  up  to  find  his  lamp ;  the  ^^  Bridegroom 
came,  and  they  that  were  ready  went  ixi  with  him 
to  the  marriage,  and  the  doer  was  shut.*'  Sternal 
God  1  •*  so  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may 
*'  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom."  Interpose  in  favour 
af  the  youth  who  are  before  thee ;  and  sufier  not  pro- 
crastination, that  "thief  of  time,"  that  ** child  of  the 
"  devil,"  that  "  enemy  of  all  righteousness,"  to  deceive, 
and  to  destroy  the  rising  hopes  of  our  families,  our 
churches,  and  our  country.  "  Pour  down  thy  Spirit  upon 
our  seed,  and  thy  blessing  upon  our  ofispring ;"  "  may 
one  say,  I  am  the  Lord's,  and  another  call  lumself 
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"  by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another  subscribe  with 
"  his  own  hind,  and  surname  himself  by  the  natne  of 
"  Israel." 

To  realize  this  pleasing  prospect,  let  ministers,  let 
tutors,  let  all  unite  their  endeavours ;  but,  O  ye  par- 
ents, a  peculiar  obligation  devolves  upon  you.  Awa- 
ken all  your  tenderness  and  anxiety,  and  give  them  a 
spiritual  direction.  You  wish  your  children  to  be  so- 
ber, submissive,  dutiful ;  but  piety  is  the  only  sure 
foundation  of  morality.  You  would  not  have  your 
•ovc  for  your  children  to  be  suspeifted  ;  but  wretched 
are  those  children  who  share  only  in  a  solicitude,  which 
iisks  "  what  shall  they  eat,  or  what  shall  they  drink, 
"  or  whcrewitlial  shall  they  be  clothed  ?"  What  is  the 
body  to  the  soul  ?    What  is  time  to  eternity  ?    What  is 
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ways  found  in  public  hearing  sermons,  but  can  \an 
their  families  in  disorder,  and  take  no  pains  in  the  pi^ 
ous  education  of  their  children.  Fear  God  yourselves, 
and  teach  your  o&pring  to  fear  him.  Recommend 
instruction  by  example,  and  crown  all  with  prayer^ 
prayer  for  them,  and  with  them.  Thus  you  will 
^'  trdn  them  up  in  the  nurture  s^nd  ^n}onition  of  the 
**  Lord  i**  thus  yo^  will  rejoice  here  ^\  to  see  them 
«^  waling  in  the  truth,"  and  hereafter  will  lead  them 
to  the  throne  of  glory— **  Behold,  here  am  I,  and  the 
<^  child  thQ^  h^st  given  me.'' 

But  it  is  with  you,  my  hearers,   in  early  fife,  I  vtosh 
to  dose  this  address.    I  see  some  in  this  assembly,  who 
are  distinguished  by  the  fear  of    God  in  their  youth  ; 
some  Isaacs  who  prefer  an  evQning-walk  in  the  field 
to  meditate,  to  the  crowded  avenues  of  dissipation : 
spme  Josephs,  whose  image  is  ^^'  a  fruitful  bough  by  a 
**  well}"  some  Davids,  who  love  the  harps  of  Zion, 
and  have  no  ear  for  the  '^  song  of  the  drunkard,''   or 
the  mirth  of  fools ;"  some  Timothys,  who,  •*  £rom  a 
child  have  known  the  Scripture,    which  is  able  to. 
*^  make  them  wise  unto  salvation  ;"  and  I  hail  you  on, 
your  early  escape  from  *'  the  paths  of  the  destroyer  ;" 
on  your  early  separation  from  a  world,  which  attracts 
only  to  shew  its  emptiness,   and  elevates  only  to  de- 
press J  on  your  early  union  with  the  wise  and  good^ 
Go  forth,  and  in  aU-  "  the  beauties  of  holiness"  hon- 
our God,   and  serve  your  generation  according  to  his 
will.     Religiously,  occupy  the  stations  which  you  are 
to  ennoble,  ai^d  form  the  connections  which  you  are. 
to  bless.     •^  Adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  your  Savipur. 
*f  jn  all  things."    £|<^rnestly  pursue  the  gloriojui^  course 
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which  you  have  begua  ;  be  not  weary  in  well-doing  ; 
grow  in  grace,  as  you  advance  in  years ;  *'  abound 
**  more  and  more  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  judgment  4^ 
**  approve  things  that  are  ezcelleot  j"  and  "  be  aki^ 
**  cere  and  without  offence  till  the  day  of  Christ.'' 

And  what  hinders  any  of  you,  my  young  friends, 
from  joining  yourselves  to  the  Lord  ?  Wdgh  the  rea- 
sonings which  you  have  heard.  Suspend  for  a  wMIe 
the  influence  of  your  pasuons,  and  endeavour  to  feel 
the  force  of  the  motives  which  have  been  adduced.' 
Deliberate  or  rather  decide  j  for  there  is  no  time  for 
hesitation—"  now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day 
''  of  salvation."  The  language  of  the  Redeemer  is 
"  to  day  ;'•  and  will  you  say  with  Pharaoh,  "  to-mor- 
*'  row  ?"  Every  delay  will  leave  you  more  remote 
from  the  Gnd  you  have  to  seek  ;    every   delay  will 
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^  be  a  ehristkm/^  And  there  are  yOung  peopfe,  ho^sr 
ihaU  I  describe  them-  ?  they  had  betimes  cenvictibiis  ' 
aad  impresflipafl  ;  their  early  days  were  the  time  o£' 
iheir  visitadim ;  they  asked  for  God  their  Maker ;  thiey 
often  retired  to  ip&Lj  y  they  loved  the  sabbath  ;  they 
Aeard  the  gospel  with  sensil^ity ;  but  alas K  ^^their- 
^goodness  was  as  a  morniAg  doud  and  early  dew^ 
^  wldch  passieth  away/'  But^^was^it  not  better  with 
•*  yon  than  «ow?'*  Ah!  had  you  still  ^^ hearkened* to* 
<«  his  commandments,  then  had  your  peace  been  as  a 
*^  river,  and  your  lighteousness  like  the  waves  of  the 
"  sea.'*  Will  this  discourse  revive  your  former  feel# 
tngs,  and  cause  you  to  return  I  or  will  it  only  hcdd 
you  up  as  a  warning;,  to  guard  others  against  trifling- 
withr  consdence^  and  falling  away  after  the  same  ex«^ 
ample  I 

On  some  of  you,  I  fear,  the  address  has  been  more^ 
than  useless.  I  could  wish  you  had  saved  yoursehrea 
the  mortification  of  hearing  a  discourse,  in  which  there 
was  nothing  agreeable  to  your  taste,  and  which  you 
determined  from  the  beginning  to  disregard ;  I  could 
wish  you  had  withdrawn  yourselves  from  an  assembly,, 
vrhich  will  one  day  furnish  only  witnesses  against  you» 
By  an  unsan£tified  use  of  the  means  of  grace,  you  ag- 
gravate your  sin,  increase  your  misery,  and  render 
your  conversion  more  difficult.  In  endeavouring  to 
be  your  friends,  your  ministers  become  your  enemies  } 
in  trying  to  save,  they  condemn  ;  though  ordained  to 
be  *'  the  savour  of  life  unto  life,*'  your  corruption 
renders  them  "  the  savour  of  death  unto  death  ;'*  and 
those  affe^onate  importunities  and  faithful  warnings, 
which  if  they  had  been  followed  would  have  secared 
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your  happiness,  vill  surroutul  your  minds  vfaen  yoa 
come  to  die,  and  Tender  your  recofledioD  pamfiil,  and 
your  prospect  inttderable ;  for  you  will  "  mourn  at 
*•  the  last,  when  thy  flesh  and  thy  body  are  consumed, 
"  and  say,  How  have  I  hated  in&trudioo,  and  my 
"  heart  desinsed  reproof ;  and  have  not  obeyed  the 
**  vMce  of  my  teachen,  nor  mduied  mine  ear  to  them 
**  that  instructed  me !  I  was  almost  in  all  evU  in  the 
**  Diid&t  of  the  congregation  and  assembly." 
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Mark*  iv.  23; 

Ir  ANT  dfJH   UAVM   EASS   7*0  HBASy  LEt  HIM  HSAfti 

THE  ^g^s  of  antiquity  deEvered  mucR 
oC  their  knowledge  in  comprehensive  sentences.  Each 
of  the  wbe  men  of  Greece  was  distinguished  by  some 
aphorism.  All  nations  have  had  thetr  peculiar  prov- 
erbs. The  generality  of  mankmd  are  much  more  in*- 
fluenced  by  detached  and  striking  phrases,  than  by 
long  addresses,  or  laboured  reasonings,  which  require 
more  time  and  application  thsm  they  are  either  willing^ 
or  able  to  afford.  ^^  The  words  of  the  wise  are  as  goads, 
^  and  as  nails  fastened  by  the  master  of  assembfies^^ 
The  good  effe6b  of  preaching  are  commonly  produ- 
ced by  particular  expressions,  which  leave  something 
for  our  own  minds  to  d^velope  or  enlarge,  which  [dease 
the  ima^nation,  which  are  easily  remembered,  and 
which  frequently  recur.  This  method  of  instrudion 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  adopted.  We  often  read  of 
^  his  sayings  ;*'  and  there  is  no  sentence,  which  He  so 
frequently  repeated,  as  the  words  which  I  have  read. 
This  alone  should  powerfully  recommend  them  tQ 


i  14  The  Gospel  demaads  [Ser.  tu 

our  regard ;  but  they  have  higher  dalms,  2nd  we 
shall  view  them,  I.  As  implying  the  aothoritt  o» 
The  Speaker.  H.  As  suggesting  the  iMroRTANCE 
OF  THE  SUBJECT.  lit  As  appealing  to  iupartiax. 
CONSIDERATION.  IV.  As  demanding  practical  im- 
provement.     **  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,    let 

"  HIM  HE.*.R," 

1.  Here  is  implied  the:  adthqrity  or  the  Speaker, 
And  who  can  advance  claims  on  our  attention  equal- 
ly numerous  and  powerftil  with  His  ?  "  He  entered 
"  into  the  synagogue,  and  taught.  And  they  were 
<*  astonished  at  bis  docbine  i  for  he  taught  them  as 
"  one  that  had  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes." 
He  possessed  every  thing  from  which  a  teacher  could 
derive  influence. 
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taUe  to  bear;  when  it  was  necessary  to  produce  evi- 
dence, or  to  leave  obscurity ;  how  to  touch  by  suitable 
motives,  all  the  hidden  springs  of  aflion ;  and  by  ap- 
propriate illustration,  to  remove  prejudices,  dissolve 
doubts,  and  satisfy  desires  concealed  in  the  minds  of 
the  owners,  who  '^  finding  the  secrets  of  the  heart 
"made  manifest,"   were  filled  with  admiration,   and 

' exclaimed  "  never  man  spake  like  this  man.**  Both 
his  subjeft  and  his  audience  were  completely  under  his 
.management. 

He  had  all  the  authority  whidh  is  derived  from  un- 
impeachable reiSitude.     This  gives  a  ispeaker  peculiar 
:  firmness  and  force.     A  consciousness  of  vice,  or  even 
of  imperfe^on,  has  a  tendency  to  make  him  partial  or 
timid.     And  where  is  the  teacher,  who  is  sensible  of 
no  fsulings;    who  exemplifies  universally  those  high 
instru^ons  he  delivers  ?  "  In  many  things  -we  offend 
**  all.**     He  alone  could  say,    **  which  of  you  con- 
'  vinceth  me  of  sin  ?**  It  debased  none  of  'his  anions,  it 
•mixed  with  none  of  his  motives.    >His  tempers  were 
all   heavenly;    his  example  embodied  and  enlivened 
every  doftrine  he  preached.     In  him  were  -none  of 
rthose  omifiions  which  call  for  the  proverb,  **  phyfician, 
**  heal  thyself.**     He  spake  fearless  of  the  reproach  of 
his  hearers,  and  unchecked  by  the  .refledions  of  his 
own  conscience. 

He  had  all  the  authority  flowing  from  ^  miracles, 
•**  and  wonders,  and  sigjns.'*  Think  of  a  speaker,  whd 
could  call  forth  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
establish  his  doftrine  by  their  testimony ;  who  coifld 
^nd  his  discourse  and  say,  all  this  is  true ;  witness,  ye 
winds  and  wave&*-«-and  they  ^  cease  from  their  raging-* 
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Witness,  ye  blind— and  they  *'  receive  their  sight." 
Witness,  ye  dead — and  "  Lazarus  comes  forth." — 
"  Rabbi,  we  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  sent  from 
*'  God  :  for  no  man  can  do  these  miracles  which  thou 
*'  doest,  except  God  be  with  him." 

Consider  his  uncontroulable  dominion.  There  is 
no  place  where  hb  voice  does  not  reign.  He  causes 
the  most  insensible  creatures  to  hear  it.  In  the  origi- 
nal creation  "  he  spake,  and  it  was  done ;  he  com* 
manded,  and  it  stood  fast."  "  He  appointcth  the 
**  moon  for  seasons,  and  the  sun  knowcth  his  going 
"  down."  *'  The  day  is  his,  the  night  also  is  his ;" 
"he  has  made  summer  and  winter:"  and  when  he 
calls  for  them,  they  never  refuse  to  come.  Even  the 
unruly  sea  acquiesces  in  his  mandate;  "hitherto  shalt 
"  thou   come,    and   no  further ;    and  here  shall   thy 
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^^  word  of  a  king  is  there  is  power,  and  who  miy  say 
^  unto  him,  what  doest  thou  ?"  The  most  magnificent 
titles  are  not  too  glorious  to  discriminate  the  Son  of 
God*  ^^  He  had  on  his  vesture,  and  on  his  thigh,  a 
^^  name  written.  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lordsJ' 
Was  Isaiah  mistaken,  when  he  said  of  the  ^^  Chikl  bom, 
*^  and  the  Son  given,''  ^  the  government  shall  be  upon 
^  his  shoulder,  and  his  name  shaH  be  called  Wonder- 
^  fed.  Counsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting 
Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace  ?''  Did  He  himself  ex- 
ited his  personal  claims  when  he  said,  ^^  I  am  Alpha 
^  a&d  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the  Ending,  saith 
^  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to 
•*  come,  the  Almighty  ?" 

And  does  He  not  stand  in  relations,  the  most  intimate 
and  affecting  ?  He  made  us  ;    placed  us  so  high  in  the 
scale  of  being  ;  endued  our  nature  with  reason  and 
inmioTtality.    He  sustains  us  ;    ^'  in  Him  we  live,  and 
**  movcj  and  have  our  being,"  His  are  all  our  posses- 
sions ;  and  if  there  be  a  day,  or  an  hour,  in  which  he 
is  regardless  of  you,  you  shall  be  allowed  to  be  inat- 
tentive to  him.    His  demands  are  founded  in  the  sun 
which  shines  upon  you  ;  in  the  friends  you  enjoy  ;  in 
the  bread  which  nourishes  you  ;  and  above  aU,  in  the 
salvation  you  need.    He  addresses  you  from  the  gar- 
den and  the  cross,  and  shall  his  voice  be  unheard? 
Shall  such  an  authority  be  despised  ?    Will  you  stand 
with  Pharaoh,  and  impiously  ask,   '^  who  is  the  Lord^ 
"  that  I  should  obey  his  voice  ?'*  Why,  *^  He,  in  whose 
^  hands  thy  breath  is,  and  whose  are  all  thy  ways  V 
He  **  who  remembered*    thee  in  thy    **  low  estate  ;" 
He  ^^who  gave  his  life  a  ransom^'    for  thee;  He  is 
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thy  Master  ;  and  shall  servants  disobey  the  orders  of  a 
master  ?  Thy  Teacher  ;  and  shall  disciples  refuse  the 
instractions  of  their  teacher  ?  Thy  BeneBu:tor  ;  and 
have  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercies  no  claims.? 
O  wonderful  beyond  degree!  **  Thus  saith  the  Lord" 
should  bring  forth  a  listening  world  i  Others  and  chil* 
dren,  princes  and  people,  the  wise  and  the  unlearned., 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  and-<-none  appears.  He  ^pealc^, 
and  we  are  regardless,  regardless  of  a  Speaker  dothed 
with  every  kind  of  authority  ;  who  ako  speaks  on  our 
behalf,  for  our  welfare,  and  whose  language  is,  *'-heaF« 
^  and  your  souls  shall  live."  This  brings  us  from  the 
authority  of  the  Speakn,  to  conuder  what  is  equally 
included  in  the  address, 

H.     The     IMPORTANCE    0*      THE      SUBJECT—**    He 

'  that  hath  ears  to  hear,    let  ■him  hear."     SometimeB 
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and  observe  vribere  we  stand  when  we  affirm  it ;  witb- 
iti  Tiew  of  evidences,  numberless  and  convincing. 
There  we  appeal  to  a  series  of  prophecies ;  and  here  to 
a  tnin  oi  nodrades.  There  to  the  sublimity  and  hoti« 
ness  of  the  doctrine ;  here  to  the  competency  and 
gpodness  of  the  writers.  There  to  the  success  of  the 
gospel^  destitute  of  e^ery  worldly  recommendation, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  most  powerful  opposition  ;  here 
to  the  blood  of  the  best  of  men,  and  the  consent  of  the 
wisest  mexk  ;■  for  we  stand  not  only  near  the  fishermaa 
of  Gallilee,  but  a  multitude  of  pre-eminent  genius  and 
learning,  when  we  say,  ^'  we  have  not  followed  cun* 
^ning^y  devised  fables."  With  all  this  evidence^ 
would  you  dispute  the  truth  of  these  things  ?  would  you 
assure  us,  as  some  in  our  day  have  done,  that^  there  is 
not  the  shadow  of. truth  in  them  ?  What  should  we  think 
of  the  understandings  of  such  persons  ?  did  we  not  know 
that  they  must  pretend  all  this  to  jjistify  their  indiffer- 
ence; that  when  a  man  has  fallen  out  wijth  his  con* 
$dence,  he  must  separate  from  it  for  the  sake  of  his 
own  peace ;  and  that  ^'  this  is  the  condemnation,  that 
'^l^ht  is  come  into- the  worid,  and  men  love  darkness 
^  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  are  evil/* 

How  pleasing  is  truth !  how  satisfactory  is  it  to  find 
something  to  which  the  mind  may  adhere  with  pleas- 
^e,  after  being  the  dupe  of  ignorance  and  error,  and 
^  Kfce  a  wave  of  the  sea,  driven  with  the  wind  and  toss- 
**  ed.*'  But  though  that  which  is  important  must  al- 
ways be  true,  that  which  is  true  is  not  always  impor- 
tant. It  is  otherwise  here  ;  as  the  gospel  ^^  is  a  faithful 
**  saying,"  it  is  "  worthy  of  all  acceptation.'*  Evea 
^the  angels  desire  to  look  into  these  things  ;*'   we  no. 
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thing;  the  canflie  itiB  derive  adtutage  £^  pttfaiid- 
ty  v  ^  ^^  syMem  tif  trath  tud-  evidence ;  ^kfld^)roti  arts 
oM  only  aUowec^  tMlfc  ccmimsmded  to  coaster  itt 
'daims,  and  to leaailldlM ki^^ 

The  duty  <mt  BiAOfot  mfA^  exdudes  fotoe^ 
Knd  8upposdl|Krery  ddng  to  be  tttBf  aB  dominion  over 
conscience  isibrtriddeft  by  It/  MAoBletaniMi  wass 
enforced  by  thfe  aword ;  adUBMS  ^rana  the'a|Mitde8  df 
the  Kotan;  VOperY  began  aiMt  vai  naintadned'  by 
means  of  ^j^fifaal'tiMrpiidon.  Theyknew  the  dan- 
ge^  of  firte  inquflry,  aiid  akefvrad  theur  vMoinr  in  ndt 
su&ring  it ;  they  ^deatnyed  the  rq^t  of  (vrivate  judg« 
fnent,  took  ainty  the  Scrtptares,  and  made  ignorance 
the  mother  of  their  devotion.  The  blind  must  de- 
pend upon  a  guide.  And  has  not  too  much  of  this 
disposition  been  discovered  in  succeeding  ages,  and  by 
'persons  who  have  come  much  nearer  the  truth  ?  Have 
they  not  refused  to  others  a  liberty  which  they  had 
nobly  tak^i  themselves  ?  After  scorning  to  be  slaves, 
iizve  tkey  never  proposed  to  be  tyrant^  ?  And  though 
they  would  not  cgll  any  man  master,  have  they  not 
desired  to  be  called  so  by  many?  Biit  '♦one  is  our 
'^  Master,  even  Christ,  and  all  we  are  brethren."  No 
One  has  dominion  over  the  faith  of  another.  No  co- 
ercive infiuence,  however  exercised,  has  the  least 
countenance  from  the  nature  of  the  gospel,  or  manner 
hi  which  it  was  established.  The  Bereans  are  com- 
ihended  for  '^ searching  the  Scriptures  daily;"  and 
€JtoipaEring  the  preaching  of  Paul  and  Silas  with  the 
:  testimonies  of  the  law  and  the  prophets.  Hear  the 
-language  of  a  man  who  well  knew  there  was  no  vir- 
tve  in  the  effeds  of  compulsion :  *^  Prove  all  things^ 
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spirit,  and  governed  by  its  di£btes ;  and  I  would  ask^ 
^pealing  to  infidels  themselves,  would  not  a  scene  be 
produced,  the  most  lovely,  the  most  glorious,  the  most 
beneficial  ?  Would  not  the  language  of  prophecy  be 
immediately  realized  ?  ^  the  wilderness  and  the  solita* 
^ry  place  shall  be  made  glad  for  them  r  and  the  des-> 
^ert  shall  rejcnce  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  It  shall 
^  blossom  abundandy,  and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and 
^  nnging ;  the  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  he  given  unto  it, 
*<  the  exceOency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon :  they  shall  see 
f^the  GLORY  of  the  Lord,  and  the  excellency  of 
^  our  God.'*  Thus,  whether  we  consider  the  gospel 
with  regard  to  man  in  his  individual,  or  social  exi8-> 
tence  ;  as  an  inhabitant  of  time,  or  an  heir  of  eternity.; 
it  is  a  universal  benefador ;  it  is  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance ;  and  as  it  demands,  so  it  deserves  all  his  atten- 
tion-^*' If  any  man  have  ears  to  bear,  let  him  hear/» 

III.  It  is  an  appeal  to  impartial  consideration. 
And  the  demand  supposes  the  subjed  to  be  accessible  ; 
that  there  is  no  secrecy  in  the  case  j  nothing  to  be  con« 
ceaded.  In  heathenism  there  were  many  mysteries^ 
from  a  knowledge  of  which,  the  common  people,  the 
mass  of  nunkind,  were  always  excluded.  We  read  of 
men  who  shall  '^  privily  bring  in  damnable  heresies/^ 
For  error  needs  disguise.  Truth  glories  in  exposure. 
And  the  gospel  has  this  charadler  of  truth.  The 
Founder  of  our  religion  declared,  *'  in  secret  have  I 
^^said  nothing."  The  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  could 
affirm,  ^^  this  thing  was  not  done  in  a  corner."  .  These 
everlasting  records  lie  open  for  inspedion ;  they  chal- 
lenge exan)ination  \  it  is  not  necessary  to  conceal  any 
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«  mukf  ef  hit  wonb  wffl  fisem  ts#  ksf*  inblltr  fenfe  $ 
^fome  thinip  wii  Mqwn  giMt  qulUicadoiii ;  *  fimie* 
« tinies  there  wiD  be  mdifiageace  faeCweea  his  secretaad 
^hisKvetfed-vrtOi^^iiidjooB^-^ay,  ^IwiU  hear  him 
^^fbrtaiysdf;  hflftperibto%0iiiidM«lxxi^ 
^staoding  as  wdtrasyoftf  mbatl  honom  as  not  miiit 
••own/*  '^         ' 

But  nothing  b  nioM  advttte  to*  Mar  Syvkmi's  de- 
mand than  diriptfioni;  \Attention  is  absdntejy  neces- 
vary,  and  in  oider  to  dfis  we  intiBt  caS  in  tmr  thooghts^ 
and  fix  theml  The  more  finite  and  contraded  our 
powers  are,  the  itidke  lootfe  and  roving  onf' imnds,  the 
more  averse  we  fed  to  reflection ;  the  more  intdle6hid 
tuid  spiritual  the  salqeSt^  and  the  less  there  is  in  it 
adapted  to  the  senses,  the  more  necessary,  and  the 
more  difficult  apjdication  becomes.  But  labour  and 
dHigence  will  be  amply  rewarded  in  die  pleasure  of 
progress,  and  the  glory  of  success ;  ^  If  thou  iodine 
^^  thine  ear  unto  wisdom,  and  apply  thine  heart  to  un^- 
^  derstanding ;  if  thou  criest  after  knowledge,  and 
^'  lift^t  up  thy  voice  for  und^^tanding ;  if  thou  seck- 
^^  ^t  her  as  silver,  and  searchest  for  her  as  for  hid 
^  treasure ;  then  shalt  thou  understand  the  fear  of  the 
**  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God.  For  the 
^*  Lord  giveth  wisdom ;  out  of  his  n^puth  cometh 
^  knowledge  and  understandiiig.*' 

But  it  is  of  little  use  to  apply  a  mind  ^ready  biassed ; 
we  are  therefore  to  guard  against  prejudice.  This  will 
always  make  us  partial ;  it  will  keep  us  from  doing  ji|S* 
tice  to  any  sentiment  we  dislike ;  while  it  will  lead  us  to 
seize  with  greediness  whatever  is  capable  of  giving  ^- 
denoe  or  importance  to  the  ofnnions  we  have  espoused^ 
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<^and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good;*'  ^^I  spesJc  asiifs 
"  to  wise  men,  judge  ye  what  I  say/'  .  The  gospel  per- 
suades fay  inforxning ;  even  regeneration  does  not  de« 
Woy  the  natural  order  of  operation  in  the  faculties  of 
the  mind.  God  enlightens  in  order  to  govern ;  we 
£q11ow  him  from  choice,  this  choice  is  founded  in  con- 
vidion,  and  this  conviclion  is  produced  by  evidence* 

If  you  would  comply  with  om*  Lord's  demand,  re- 
member it  is  the  gospel  you  have  to  consider,  and 
nothiqg  else.  Separate  from  it  whatever  is  adventi^ 
tsous  and  human  ;  and  during  this  investigation  keep 
the  subjed  before  you  pure  and  unmixed.  Be  care- 
ful that  it  is  Christianity  you  are  surveying ;  not  any 
corruptions  and  errors  which  have  blended  with  it  i 
not  any  modifications  and  arrangements  which  fallible 
men  have  made  of  it.  Ask  for  a  bible,  and  sec  that 
no  spiritual  legerdemain  slip  on  the  table  in  the  room 
of  it,  popery  or  protestantism,  Arminianism  or  Calvi- 
nkm,  or  any  human  creed  or  system.  These  may  be 
true,  or  they  may  be  false ;  they  are  not  standards ; 
the)'  are  all  to  be  tried  themselves.  Ask  for  the  things 
of  God,  *'not  in  the  words  which  man*s  wisdom 
"teacheth,  but  in  the  words  the  Holy  Ghost  te^- 
"eth."  Distinguish  between  Scripture,  a^d  explana- 
tions of  Scripture  ;  see  with  your  own  eyes  5  explore 
the  good  land  for  yourselves,  and  before  you  enter, 
suflfer  none  to  require  from  you  a  promise^  th^t  whpn 
you  return,  you  shall  think  precisely  with  them  concern- 
ing every  thing  you  may  discover  there.  This  preach- 
er  calls  you  to  come  and  hear  him  ;  if  another  should 
step  in  to  prepossess  you  as  you  are  going ;  if  he  should 
•Sly,  *^  remember  this  will  be  his  meaning,  though 
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fsamine  tlw  dkiCMtw  the  jaorcd.vriten  ]ui!fe  gir«. 
en  us  of  God  (  b  fit  sot « 'Fatkef^  the  Father  of  m«w. 
det,  the  God  of  all  ^gaq^  the  God  4)f  love  i  Ezanii' 
ioe  the  representatjop  iJiey  lum.gLvto  o(F  man ;  dooi  it: 
sot  agree  witiiffKtiiial  fife  and  daSy  obaenration  i  £x.» 
amine  the  thrpatmingi  they  have^clraoimoed^  wd  the « 
varnings  they  haye  given }  do  they  not  aocqcd  with- 
the  judgments  ^R^ach  ^God   hat  frequently  ipflicted- 
on  individualst  fiunifieSj^  and  ooontriea,  and  which  prove  - 
a  moral  govmimiuit  in  the  woridl    .£z9imine  the 
promises  i  are  they  not  such  as  the  state,  and  the  con- 
science of  man  require  ?  Where  do  they  countenance 
sin  ?  Examine  the  precepts  ;   take  only  the  command 
^  thpu  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty 
^  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself :''  what  think  you  of 
this  comtQandy  or  rather  what  think  you  of  those  men, 
who  wish  to  exclude  this  principle,  and  to  destroy  a 
book,  the  grand  aim  of  which  is  to  produce  it  ?  But, 
alas !  many  condemn  a  work  which  they  never  read ;  dis- 
like precedes  and  influences  investigation ;  and  nothing 
is  more  absurd  than  to  suppose  that  in^dds  renounce 
the  gospel  t>y  the  force  of  conviction,  after  having  fiilly 
and  impartially  examined  its  contents.    Be  afl'ured  they 
never  weighed  the  subjed,  though  they  are  always  bold 
enough  to    pronounce  that  it  is   *^  found    wanting/ 
Few  ever  give  thefe  things  a  due  confideration.     Here 
however  another  dafs  of  charaders  appears  in  view  i^ 
for  while  some  refufe  to  hear,  others  give  theie  things 
a  hearing  only.    Now  though  our  Lord  and.  Saviour  in-f 
"tends  nothing  le(s  than  this,  he  requires  much  ihore.^-#  v 
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No  prqudices  are  more  simple,  than  those  wluch  are 
derived  from— ^'  our  fis^thers  worshi{^>ed  in  this  moun- 
^tain/'  But  none  spre  so  awfiil  as  those  which  spring 
from  sinful  lusts  and  passions.  These  will  affect  prac* 
tiail  subjects ;  ent:ingle  ^|ie  plainest  duties,  and  per* 
plez  every  rvie  by  which  we  are  unwilling  to  walk. 
In  this  case,  a  man,  before  he  weighs  evidences  will 
examine  consequences.   *  ^*  "Vyiiy  if  I  own  this,  I  must 

renounce  the  world  ;  I  must  pluck  out  a  right  eye, 

and  cut  off  a  right  hand ;  I  must  take  up  the  cross  ; 
^  be  serious  and  circumspect  in  my  conversation*** 
Such  inferences  are  arguments ;  and  they  easily  pre- 
vail with  unholy  minds,  as  we  see  in  the  case  of  family 
worship,  and  the  reception  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Impatience  <£squalifies  us  for  religious  investigation. 
If  we  review  life,  we  shall  find  that  many  of  our  mis- 
takes  and  errors  have  been  occasioned  by  a  hasty  judg- 
ment. How  changed  have  things  appeared  when  the 
mind  has  returned  to  them  at  another  time,  and  from 
a  different  cjuarter ! 

We  shall  oply  add  that  ^thing  is  so  unfavourable 
to  fair  and  successful  inquiry,  as  pride.  We  should 
come  to  the  gospel,  not  full,  but  to  be  filled  :  not  to 
cavil,  but  to  learn  \  sensible  of  our  ignorance,  and 
prajong  for  divine  direction,  and  receiving  "  the  king- 
**  dom  of  God  as  a  little  child."  "  With  the  lowly  is 
*'  wisdom.**  ^*  The  nieek  will  he  guide  in  judgment, 
**  and  the  nieek  will  he  teach  his  way."  Gather  up 
all  these  ;  here  is  the  gpspel  unveiled  and  exposed ; 
you  need  not  be  afraid  tQ  approach  it,  no  authority 
^aa  restniin  you  ;  be  sure  it  is  the  gospel  only  you  in- 
Testiga.te  ;.  b^msh  dissipation,  prejudice,  impatience,  and 
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ivide;  and  we  are  neither  ashamed  or  afrudtosay, 
search}  examine  the  whole  systeai. 

Entnine  the  character  the  sacred  writers  hare  giv- 
en us  of  God  ;  is  He  not  a  Father^  the  Father  of  mer- 
cies, the  God  of  aU  grace,  the  God  of  love  ?  Exam- 
ine the  representation  they  have  ^vm  ti  man ;  does  it 
Kot  agree  with  actual  life  and  daily  observation  I  Ex. 
snine  the  threatenings  they  have  denounced,  and  the  ■ 
warnings  they  have  given  ;  do  they  not  accord  mth 
the  judgments  which  God  has  frequently  inflicted 
on  individuals,  families,  and  countries,  and  which  prove 
a  moral  government  in  the  world !  Examine  the 
promises  \  are  they  not  such  as  the  state,  and  the  con- 
science of  man  require  f  Where  do  they  countenance 
sin  ?  Examine  the  precepts  ;  take  only  the  command 
*  thou  shall  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart. 
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TV.  He  demands  a  practical  im?rov£Ment  of 
HIS  WORD*  '^  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear^  let  him 
•*  hear.*'  ^*  I  have  delivered  many  things  in  your 
*^  prefence,  and  you  have  done  well  in  hearing  them. 
^  Bat  my  pftaching  is  not  to  be  viewed  as  an  enter- 
^^  tainment.  My  dodrine  is  not  defigned  to*  amufe  the 
^  mind»  to  gratify  curiofity,  to  furniih  a  number  of 
^  fifelefi  speculations.r  And  therefore  hearing  is  only 
^  inftrumental  to  something  else  ;  there  is  a  duty  of 
^  greater  importance  ftill  remaning.** 

What  is  it,  my  brethren  ?  What  would  our  Saviour 
say  tn  explanation  of  his  command  ?  What  has  he  faid 
in  other  parts  of  his  word  ?  *^  Mix  faith  with  it ;  let 
^^  not  the  fenfe  leave  the  mind  as  foon  as  the  found 
leaves  the  ear ;  remember  it ;  enliven  it  by  medita- 
tion ;  reduce  it  into  feelings  and  adions  ;  fear  thefe 
denundations  ;  embrace  these  promises  }  obey  thefe 
commands  }  walk  according  lo  this  rule/' 

It  is  3  lamentable  reflexion,  that  all  the  concern 
many  of  omr  hearers  have  with  sermons,  consifts  in 
hearing  them.  They  do  not  consider  hearing  as  the 
means  of  becoming  religious :  it  is  their  religion. 
They  conclude  that  their  duty  is  over  when  the  dis- 
course is  ended  ;  whereas  it  is  then  only  begun.  In- 
ftead  of  carrying  off  portions  of  divine  wisdom  to  illu- 
minate their  lives,  they  leave  behind  them  all  the  in- 
structions they  have  received.  Tliey  do  not  take  the 
ivord  of  God  along  with  them,  to  guide  them  in  their 
ordinary  walk  ;  to  arm  them  against  temptation ;  to 
furnish  them  with  the  cautions  of  prudence  ;  to  {Sim- 
ulate them  to  universal  conscientiousness.  Their  tem- 
pers are  unsubdued,  unsoftened,  unsanctified ;  their 
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"  the  floods  c&me,  and  the  winds  blew,  «nd  beat 
*<  upon  tliat  house,  and  it  fell,  and  great  was  the  ^ 
"  of  it."  Such  accorttiog  to  our  Saviour  \viU  be  the 
fatal  dis^pointment  of  all  those  who  entertain  a  hope, 
of  safety  separate  from  holiness ;  who  have  been  lulled 
to  sleep  by  an  unsan^fied  attendance  on  ordinances  \ 
who  hear  '■'■  these  sayings  of  his,  and  do  them  not." 

Shall  1  remind  you  of  the  precarious  tenure  of  your 
privileges,  and  say  with  our  Saviour,  "  Yet  a  Uttle 
*'  while  is  the  light  with  you }  walk  while  ye  have  the 
*'  light,  lest  darkness  come  upon  you."  There  are  no 
calls  of  mercy  beyond  the  grave ;  and  "  what  is  your 
"  life  ?  it  is  even  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  Uttle 
"  time,  and  then  vanisheth  away."  The  Jews  had  dia- 
tinguished  privileges ;  but  "  the  kingdom  of  God  was 
**  taken  from  them,   and  given  to  a  nation  bringing 
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^  kw  df  fiberty,  and  continneth  therein,  he  being  not 
^*a  forgetful  hearer,  bnt  a  doer  of  the  work,  this 
**  ytciaki  shaD  kit  BtESSEib  in  his  deed. 

1^^  t  ihf6i*m  you,  that  thefe  means  when  unim- 
proved  win  be  found  injurious ;  that  the  word  of  God 
is  oiie  of  thofe  things,  which  if  unprofitable,  become 
{>emid6us ;  that  if  it  does  not  nourish  as  food,  it  will 
6eftrby  like  poilbh  ;  if  it  <loes  not  soften,  it  will  har- 
den ;  if  it  ^oes  not  juftify,  it  will  condemn. 

j^or  remember  the  awful  account  which  you  will  be 
required  to  give  of  all  your  hearing,  when  called  to 
appear  before  the  bar  of  God.  Then  those  sermons 
wbicn  you  now  fo  eafily  forget,  will  be  perfedly  re- 
vived in  your  recoUeftion.  The  bible,  from  which 
you  have  been  so  often  addrefied,  will  be  called  forth, 

>  » '  * 

and  you  will  be  judged  out  of  this  book.  In  this  judg- 
ment win  ri£s  up  againft  you  to  condemn  you,  the 
queen  of  the  south,  ^^  for  she  came  from  the  uttermoll 
^^  parts  te  hear  the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  and  behold  a 
*^  greater  than  Solomon  is  here."  In  this  judgment 
will  rife  up  againft  you  to  condemn  you,  "  the  men 
"  of  Nineveh,  for  they  repented  at  the  preaching  of 
*'  Jonah,  and  behold  a  greater  than  Jonah  is  here." 
Ill  this  judgment  wiU  rise  up  against  you  to  condemn 
you,  all  your  fellow-worshippers,  who  having  the  fame 
nature  and  passions  with  yourfelves,  and  never  having 
heard  truths  more  powerful  than  thofe  which  you 
have  heard,  **  turned  at  his  reproof;"  "  sought  the 
'^Lord  while  he  was  to  be  found,  and  called  upon 
"him  while  he  was  near."  In  this  judgment  will 
rise  up  againft  you  to  condemn  you,  those  minifters 
who  would  gladly  have  saved  not  only  themfelves, 
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but  you  who  heard  them — ^While  **  the  Saviour  sha 
**  be  revealed  from  heaven,  with  hU  mighty  angels  i 
"  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  kuo^ 
«  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lot 
"  Jesus  Christ."  And  can  you  say  his  language  wi 
be  unreasonable  ?  "  Because  I  have  called,  and  ye  r 
**  fused,  I  have  str^ched  out  tay  hand,  and  no  ma 
**  regarded,  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  ttiy  counse 
**  and  would  noiie  of  my  reproof.  I  also  will  laug 
"  at  your  calamity,  1  will  mock  when  your  fear  coc 
**  eth ;  when  your  fear  cometh  as  desolation,  and  yoi 
*•  destruction  cometh  as  a  whirlwind  j  when  distre 
"  and  anguish  cometh  Upon  you !"  If  you  have  nevi 
heard  to  purpofe  before,  heffn  to>day ;  **  to-day, 
"  ye  will  hear  his  vmce,  harden  not  your  hearts." 
you  are  not  lost  to  all  sense  of  your  own  welfare ;  if  yc 
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SERMON  VIL 

THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  OUR  SAVIOUR  NE- 
CESSARY. 


Heb.  ii.  10. 

^01  nr  BECAME  tfJMf  FOR  WHOM  ARE  ALL  fHIVGS^  AVD   BT  WHOM  ARE 
AIL    TBiXCSf     IN    BRISGIHG    MA  SIT    SONS    UNTO    GLORTj    9t>    MAKE 

rBB  Captain  or  rHsin  SALtAtioy  Perfect  raRouGa  sufferings. 


^^  FOR  *ny  thoughts  are  not  your 
•*  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  saith  the 
"  Lord.  Tor  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth, 
**so  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  ways,  and  my 
"thoughts  than  your  thoughts."  These  words,  my 
brethren,  contain  a  refle^ftion  always  seasonable,  al- 
ways useful,  always  necessary,  when  we  would  ^^re- 
"  gard  the  work  of  the  Lord,  or  consider  the  opera. 
*^  tion  of  his  hand."  It  may  be  exemplified  in  num- 
berless instances,  but  in  none  so  easily  and  so  folly,  as 
in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  means  of  a  Media.^ 
tor,  "  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
**  cross.*'  The  sun  never  beheld  such  a  scene.  His- 
tory records  no  such  a  transadtion.  The  scheme  would 
pever  have  entered  the  mind  of  any  finite  intelligence — 
**  It  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eye. 
^  The  thing  proceeded  forth  from  the  Lord  oP  Hosts 
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*'  who  is  wonderful  in  counfei,  and  excellent  in  WDrk- 
**  ing."  "  It  is  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery  j" 
and  the  more  we  are  enlightened  from  above  to  ex- 
amine its  sublime  contents,  the  more  of  their  perfec- 
tion fliall  we  difcover,  the  more  worthy  of  God  will 
they  appear.  "  For  it  became  Him,  for  whom  are 
•'  aU  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing^ 
*'  many  fons  unto  glory,  to  make  the  Capt^n  of  their- 
"  falvation  perfect  through  sufferings." 

I.    Behold    the    character     of    the    Suprbme 

BEING "  FOR    whom     ARE     ALL    THINGS,     AND    BY 

*'  WHOM  ARE  ALL  THINGS  ;"  the  Original  Caufe,  the- 
final  End  of  the  whole  umverfe  of  beings,  material  or 
Spiritual  j  "  in  heaven,  or  on  earth  j  vifible,  or  invifi- 
"  ble  ;  whether  they  be  thrones  or  dominions,  princi- 
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^fjijtt  he  dQ€i9  a«  oyr  Creaitor  smd  Goveraor }  ^  one 
who  owns  us,  and  may  dispose  of  us  as  he  pleasies  % 
on  whom  we  entirely  depend,  a^d  to  whoni  ^e  are 
mdversaSy  accountable. 

But  who  can  tell  how  fv  this  ^'  all  things"  e:!iteiids  f 
Who  can  imagine  th&  dimensicxos  of  bis  empire,  the 
dfoernty  of  lib  subjects,  the  infinite  number  of  his  pro- 
dttctiona,  each  of  which  is  an  expression  of  hi&  wisdom^ 
power,  and  goodness,  and  a  source  of  revenue  from 
vhich  his  glory  is  derived  ? 

And  why  this  magnificence  of  description  ?  To  fill 
the  mind  with  reverence,  to  raiie  our  expectation,  to 
nmind  us  of  the  End  and  Author  of  our  salvation^  ta 
shew  us  the  principle  from  which  be  acts  ;  that  it  is 
not  neces^ty,  but  kindness ;  that  he  cannot  stand  in 
need  of  us,  or  our  services,  being  **  exalt^  above  all 
<«  blessing  and  praise,''  it  is  by  a  display  of  his  majesty, 
to  draw,  forth  our  admiration  of  his  mercy.    *^  The 
^  Lord  is  high  above  aH  nations,  and  his  glory  above 
^  the  heavens.    Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God, 
^  vbo  dwelleth  on  high  ?  who  humbletb  hi  mself  to  be- 
^  hdkl  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  in  the  earth  ? 
^  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and  lifteth  the 
**  needy  out  of  the  dunghill,  that  he  my  fet  him  with 
**  princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his  people/'     Con- 
template   then   a  Being,    whofe  goodness  equals  hb 
grandeur.     Behold  him  seeking  his  glory  in  our  weU 
£|re.    See  him,    regardless  of  all  our  unworjihiness, 
and  before  we  had  expressed  any  desire,    deviling 
iQeans  to  rescue  us  firom  our  ignorance,  vicQ,  inf^myt 
and  misery  ;  and  forming  a  scheme  of  pure  cprnp^ssion, 
desigpied  to  raise  us  to  a  state  of  happiness,  superior  to 
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a.  ObMn?  TH*   E3rD  wliidi  the  God  of  aB  gnc 

iii?9  :«■  v:>w — it  is  Co  "bi^tg  k.utt  sosb  cxt 
"  ou-jft7. '  WHen  ot  aid.  He  detacfaed  from  the  d 
liors  ''.T  rh-;  'tanh.  >  people  ti^r  lus  same,  he  destine 
iherr.  to  pr^ieu  the  land  ot  Canaan.  This  promise 
ccnntrv,  \r.-r.  viuch  he  engaged  to  being  them,  exote 
the  dep&rtcira  ct  ihe  Israelites  &aai  Egypt,  and  encoui 
^<i^  :heni  it  aQ  their  vanderinz^  in  the  wildemes: 
I:  was  %  izxit  in  vnidi  chey  expected  rest,  peace,  abai 
dance  ;  ''  2  lind  Sowii^  with  Trinr  2nd  honey  ;  a  tan 
**  whereir.  tiiere  was  no  scarceness ;  a  hnd  on  whic 
"  the  Lords  eye  was  from  the  be^nning  eren  to  tb 
'•*  end  of  th=  year.''  Bet  this  was  only  "  a  shadow  o 
'>-J  th:-:^-  tc  con:e :"  2n  emblem  nt  tfcit  "better,' 
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<mr  bodies  witt  be  glorious ;  glorious  will  be  our  work^ 
our  pleasures^  .our  reward,  our  praise.  We  shall  have 
fellowship  with  the  dignified  Redeemer ;  ^*  we  shall  be 
^  glorified  togethw  ;*'  **  for  when  He  who  is  our  life 
^  shaU  appear,  we  shaU  also  appear  with  him  in  glory."^ 

We  are  reaiinded  of  the  chara6ler  under  which  we 
shall  obtain  this  happiness ;  it  is  for  ^'  sons,"  not  en- 
eimes^  not  strangers.  Such  the  people  of  God  nat- 
uraUy  are ;  but  by  regeneration  and  adoption  he  gives 
them  the  quality,  and  the  claims  of  children ;  and  on 
this  relation  the  inheritance  depends ;  *^  if  children, 
•  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ.*' 

Nor  win  the  possessors  of  it  be  few  in  number.    The 

heavenly  inheritance  is  not  like  the  earthly  Canaan,^ 

confined  to  the  Jew  only;   Gentiles  also  participate. 

The  mid(Ue  wall  of  partition  is  broken  down,  and  the 

gospel  reveals  a  common  salvation,  and  opens  a  passage 

to  heaven  from  alt  the  diversities  of  human  condition  ; 

;md  remember  **  many  sons'*  are  on  their  way  *'  *^ 

•*  glory/*    Do  not  diminish  their  number  by  unchar* 

it^le  exclusions,  or  reduce  it  by  gloomy  suspicions— • 

**  Wot  ye  not  what  the  Scripture  saith  of  Elias,  how 

^  he  maketh  intercession  to  God  against  Israel,  saying, 

*'Lord,  they  have  killed  thy  prophets,  and  digged 

^^  down  thine  altars ;  and  I  am  left  alone,  and  they 

"  seek  my  life.    But  what  saith  the  answer  of  God 

•*  unto  him  ?  1  have  reserved  to  myself  seven  thousand 

"  men  who  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  the  image  of 

^  Baal."    Hfihas  always  his  hidden  ones ;  many  more 

than  you  are  aware  of,  **  know  his  name,  and  love  hisi 

^  salvation  ;**  and  though  his  followers  may  appear  a 

imall  9ock,  when  viewed  in  comparison  with  the  um 

S 
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godly  who  Burraund  them ;  wheit  they  ah^  **  come 
"  fi-om  the  east,  and  from  the  west/'  and  shall  be  gatb^ 
cred  together  from  <*  all  nations,  and  kindred,  anal 
^  people,  and  tongues ;"  they  will  be  found  **  a  great 
**  multitude,  which  no  man .  can  number."  Such  is 
the  purpose  of  grace  which  He  is  apcomplishing ;   and, 

HI.  Observe  the  iiEAits  by  which  he  executes  his 
design — He  constitutes  Jesiis  Chiist  *'  the  captain 
"  OF  THEIR  SALVATION."  God  does  nothing  imnw* 
diately  with  man.  He  carries  on  all  his  transadions 
with  us  through  a  Mediat<v*  The  restoration  of  his 
people,  including  their  redemption,  conversion,  pose- 
verance,  and  future  glory,  is  committed  to  Him  \  and 
With  Him  we  have  immediately  to  do  in  all  the  con- 
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fee  overcome  j  that  the  christian  life  is-  a  warfare ;  *  and 
Aat  as  soon  as  we  turn  our  "  faces  Zionward,"  we 
iorrast  etped  to  fight.  With  this  accord  the  language 
of  the  Scripture,  and  the  experience  of  every  good  ^ 
man.  Apd,  my  dear  hearers,  if  you  think  otherwise, 
you  are  Received ;  you  may  go  asleep  to  hdl,  but  you  | 
cannot  go  asleep  to  heaven.  It  is  exertion,  oppfositions 
contention,  every  step  of  the  vsray.  Did  they  who 
iiave  gone  before  you  find  religion  an  easy  thing; 
What  was  their  language  ?  '*  Lord,  how  are  they  in- 
<c  creased  that  trouble  me !  many  there  be  that  rise  up 
^  against  me ;  ^lany  there  be  which  say  of  my  soul, 
^  there  is  no  help  for  him  in  Ood.*'  ^  We  wrestle 
^^  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities, 
^^  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of 
^  this  world,  against  s^xritual  wickedness  in  high  pla- 
♦*  ces."  Ther?  are  some  here  this  morning,  who  are 
compelled  to  use  the  same  language.  Yes,  "  without 
^^  are  fightings,  and  within  are  fears."  Your  enemies^ 
9re  numerous  and  powerful,  and  compared  with  them 
you  feel  yourselves  to  be  nothing.  But  you  are  not 
without  encouragement ;  your  "  Redeemer  is  mighty-* 
~lesus  is  "the  Captain  of  your  salvation."  "He 
"  teaches'*  your  "  hands  to  war,"  zxid  your  "  fingers^ 
"  to  fight."  He  arrays  you  in.  "  the  whole  armour 
^of  God."  He  issues  orders,  and  regulates  all  your 
motions.  He  goes  before,  and  animates  you  by  his 
own  example.  He  replenishes  your  strength;  ti;eads 
down  your  enemies  before  you ;  makes  you  more  than 
ccmquerors ;  and  gives  you  a  crown  of  life.  Whence, 
"  O  worm  Jacob,"  are  you  so  courageous  I  How  can 
you  "  thresh  the  mountains  ?"  The  way  is  distressing  i 
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the  country  through  which  you  travd  is  fioniudable. 
How  will  you  be  able  to  readi  the  lud  that  ib  to  be 
given  you  a  very  far  off?  **  Jesps  Christ  is  every  thing 
**  I  need ;  he  is  given  for  a  leader,  and  a  commander 
"  to  the  people.  I  i^ace  myself  under  his  carej  he 
*'  will  go  where  I  go ;  eng^  the  foes  I  engage ;  he 
'*  will  leave  me  in  no  4tuation  j  his  ddU  is  infinite,  his 
"  power  is  almighty;  he  has  led  thousands,  not  one 
'*  faiHng ;  on  him  I  lean ;  because  he  lives^  I  shall  Uvp 
^  also ;  if  I  have  not  struck  a  blow,  I  may  strike  with 
"  confidence  ^  or  if  1  have  &llen  throu^  a  blow  re- 
'<  ceived,  I  can  say,  HejcHce  not  agunst  me,  O  mint 
*'  enemy,  though  I  iall  I  shall  arise,  though  I  ait  ia 
"  darkness,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me." 
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iSfia.  vH^3  ^^^  Saviour  Necessary.  141 

£at  in  this  way  he  was  ^^  to  be  crowned  with  glory 
^^and  honour."  His  sufferings  were  not  opposed  to 
his -exaltation ;  they  led  to  it ;  and  the  apostle^ 

IV.  Reminds  us  of  the  manner  in  which  he  ob- 
tains his  distincdon,  and  is  prepared  for  the  discharge 
of  his  office-«-he  ^^  is  made  perfect  through 
"  SUFFERINGS."  The  sufferings  of  the  Saviour  are 
described  in  the  gospels  with  simplicity  and  grandeur 
combined.  Nothing  can  add  to  the  solemnity  and 
force  of  the  exhibition  ;  and  if  we  are  not  affected  with 
the  relation,  it  shews  that  our  hearts  are  harder  than 
the  rocks,  which  could  not  retain  their  ^insensibility 
when  ^  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory"  expired.  The 
subject  has  often  come  under  your  review.  Sometimes 
we  have  called  upon  you  to  consider  his  sufferings  as 
peculiar  and  unparalleled ;  and  you  have  heard  a 
plaintive  Saviour  saying,  *'  is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye 
*^  that  pass  l^  ?  behold,  and  see  if  there  be  any  sor- 
"  row  like  unto  my  sorrow,  which  is  done  unto  me^ 
^^  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  afflicted  me  in  the  day  of 
"  his  fierce  anger.''  We  have  sometimes  considered 
his  sufferings  as  foreknown,  and  led  you  to  imagine 
what  were  his  feelings  while  reading  the  prophecies, 
or  foreteUing  himself  the  circumstances  of  his  passion. 
l*rom  your  eye  futurity  is  kindly  concealed.  Could 
some  of  you  be  immediately  informed  of  the  troubles 
through  which  perhaps  one  year  only  will  require  you 
to  wade,  you  would  be  overwhelmed  in  the  prospect. 
But  He  saw  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  advanced 
with  Judas,  and  the  high-prieft,  and  the  nails,  and  the 
u:oss^  iull  in  view.    You  have  seen  that  his  sufferings 


act^uiiipiisnineni:  wnicn  our  baviour  deny 
he  was  "  made  perfect  through  sufiFerini 
exeiqdified  ill  two  respects  ;  first,  by  ^ 
«7 ;  jKconiJljr,  bf  tnyiif  qualification. 

In  jpenuing  Ubtoqrt  what  jcharacterf 
gagpe,  and  imjprore  ns?  Tlose  who 
through  trying  an4  awfnl  scenes.  R< 
tures  ;  fix  your  eyes  on  Job,  and  Joseph, 
Bamel,  and  Paul ;  were  they  not  all ' 
^  through  sufferings  ?*  The  picture  i 
beauty  or  effect  without  shades.  It  ii 
doud,  the  heavenly  bow  spreads  its  ys 
The  character  of  the  hero  is  fonxied, 
are^  gathered  on)y  in  the  hostile  field, 
^'  confused  noise  of  warriors,  and  gs 
*•  in  blood."  Never  was  the  glory  of  a  p 
ittuflriotts  rendered  complete,  without  sc 
verse  of  fortune  which  tried  him  ;  som> 
ity,  under  which  he  had  an  opportun 
his  internal  resources.    That  nobility 
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man ;  they  are  appendages  'y  additions  suppose  defi^ 
dencies :  he  is  the  most  perfect  who  needs  them  not;. 
Suppose  our  Saviour  had  passed  through  the  worid 
smoothly,  attended  with  all  the  littleness  of  riches,  and 
the  insignifiomce  of  pomp  ;  how  limited  would  have 
been  his  example !  how  insipid  the  narrative  of  his 
life  !  how  uninteresting  his  character  !  If  there  had 
been  any  thing  of  the-  beautiful,  there  would  have  been 
nothing  of  the  sublime^  How  does  he  appear  ^^  Christy 
^^  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  God  ?''  As 
^^  crucified."  Where  did  he  spoil  '^  principalities  and 
powers,  making  a  shew  of  them  openly,  and  tri« 
umphing  over  them  ?"  On  the  **  crols."  To  what 
period  does  he  refer,  when  he  says,  *^  now  is  the  judg. 
^^  ment  of  this  world,  now  shall  the  prince  of  this 
*'  world  be  cast  out  ?"  The  hour  of  his  death.  This 
he  viewed  as  the  season,  in  which  he  was  to  be  mag« 
nified  and  adored  ;  '^  the  hour  is  come,  that  the  Son 
^^  of  man  should  be  glorified."  This  was  the  consume 
mation  of  his  unexampled  career  of  excellence  :  ^^  I 
^^must  do  wonders  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  the 
>*  third  day  I  must  be  perfected."  Here  is  the  finish  j 
and  the  wonders  and  miracles  which  attended  his 
sufferings,  were  not  to  be  compared  with  the  principles 
and  .virtues,  which  he  displayed  in  enduring  them. 
Of  what  in  his  history  did  Moses  and  Elias  speak^ 
when  they  appeared  in  the  transfiguration  ;  "  They 
<<  spake  of  the  decease,  which  He  was  to  accomplish  at 
"  Jerusalem.'*  In  what  does  every  christian  rejoice  ? 
^^  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  crofs  of 
"  our  Lord  Jesus  Chrbt.*'  What  is  the  theme  of  ev- 
ery minister  ?    ^*  I  determined  to  know  nothing,  save 
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**  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified."  What  uihe  lan- 
guage of  the  glorified  above  I  **  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
"  that  was  slain."  Thus  die  safierings  of  the  Ssrknic 
were  the  means  of  displaying  the  gtories  of  his  chanc- 
ter»  and  of  procuring  £or  hint  imbounded  and  everlast- 
ing honours. 

We  are  also  to  con«der  Him  rdttively  -,  fiar  he  iiv- 
terposed  on  our  behalf,  and  havii^  engaged  foe  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  \iHiateva  qualified  him  for  the  execu. 
tion  of  it  tended  to  make  Mm  perfect.  Hence  a  body 
was  prepared  him  ;  hence  the  mtseri^  he  endured. 
"  Forasmuch  then  as  the  children  are  paKakers  of  flesh. 
"  and  blood,  he  also  himself  likewise  took  part  of  the 
"  same  :  that  through  death  he  might  destroy  him  that 
"  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil  -y  and  deliv- 
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God  himself  is  the  pattern  of  it ;  there  is  nothing  in 
him  Uke  tyranny,  he  is  influenced  by  reasons ;  though 
independent,  he  is  governed  by  rules ;  though  sover- 
eign, he  submits  to  laws  \  and  only  does  what  ^^  be- 
*'  coiAes  him.*' 

But  we  are  never  more  Hable  to  presumption  and 
mistake,  than  when  we  take  upon  us  to  decide  what 
the  Supreme  Being  ought  to  do ;  or  having  laid  down 
a  particular  system,  to  suppose  he  must  conform  to  it, 
or  'forfeit  his  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  universe. 
Such  daring  language  we  have  sometimes  heard ;  but, 
O  ye  judges  of  the  Almighty,  "  who  hath  known  the 
'^  mind  of  the  Lord,  or  being  his  counsellor  bath 
taught  him  ?  To  whom  will  ye  liken  me,  or  shall  I 
be  equal  with  the  holy  One  ?"  **  His  way  is  in  the 
sea,  and  his  path  in  the  great  waters^  and  lus  foot-* 
steps  are  not  known.'* 

There  is  a  period  approaching,  in  which  our  ca« 
pacity  for  examination  will  be  enlarged ;  the  prejudU 
ces  which  bias  our  minds,  will  be  done  away  ;  and  the 
plan  of  divine  providence  and  grace,  will  be  accom- 
plished  and  explained;  then  the  reasons  of  his  pro- 
ceedings will  be  as  satisfactory  to  us,  as .  they  will 
prove  honourable  to  him  ;  then  all  that  is  now  dark 
will  be  enlightened,  all  that  is  now  disorderly  will  be 
arranged,  all  that  is  now  detached  and  scattered  will 
be  united  in  one  beautiful  whole;  and  we  shall  see 
that  nothing  was  defedive,  nothing  superfluous,  noth- 
ing insignificant ;  every  thing  was  necessary,  nothing 
could  be  added  to  it,  nothing  could  be  taken  from  it. 
But  it  may  be  asked,  is  there  no  satisfa^on  to  be  ob- 
tuned  before  this  illustrious  period  arrives  ?  There  is. 

T 
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fur  it  we  can  ascertain  that  God  has  pursued  any  par- 
ticuLir  nioJp  of  action,  we  may  immediately  infer  the 
rectitude  of  it,  from  the  acknowledged  perfection  of 
the  divine  character  ;  and  thelre  Is  no  medium  between 
this,  and  "  charging  him  foolishly  ;"*  he  does  not  use 
means  uncertainly,  or  to  try  their  success ;  at  one  view 
he  sccj  unerringly  his  end,  ind  his  way  to  it.  Again ; 
if  He  has  told  us  himself  that  such  a  step  became  him, 
we  are  bound  to  believe  him,  however  strange  and 
exceptionable  it  may  appear  to  us.  And  if  in  addition 
to  this,  he  has  condescended  in  a  measure  to  explain 
Iiimsclf,  and  to  shed  some  light  upon  the  subjcft,  we 
are  thankfully  to  av:ul  ourselves  of  it. 

My  brethren,  we  may  apply  all  this  to  the  subjeA 
before  us.  We  know  He  did  *'  make  the  Captain  of 
"  our  salvation  perfefl  through  sufferings,"  and  "  his 
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confidence  which  we  are  to  place  in  him.    Expert-. 

ence  in  every  case  encourages  dependence ;   but  see 

t)ie  ^ffllAed*    It  is  not  ^o  t;he  gay  and  prosperous,  but 

to  those  who  h^ve  been  in  thi^exy  themselves,  that  they 

approach  with  pleasure,  and  with  a  convidion  that 

they  shall  not  be  heard  in  va\n^  when  they  cry,  ^^  pity 

"  me,  pity  me,  O  ye  my  friends,  for  the  hand  of  God 

<^hath   touched   me/'      Sympathy   is   produced   and 

dienshed  by  experience.      If  you  have  endured  the 

sorrow  under  which  you  behold  a  fellow-creature  la- 

^!^^^"S»  y^^  ^^  enter  into  his  vjews,  feel  hi^  sensa- 

tloos,  and  weep  with  him.     Who  are  the  most  kind. 

and  humane  ?    They  who   have  been   much  in   the 

sdiocd  of  affliction  ;   there  the  social  and  tender  afiec- 

tions  are  nurtured.     **  Be  kind  to  strangers,'*  says  God 

tolsrad  V  why  ?  "for  ye  know  the  heart  of  a.  sti^tn- 

"  ger,  for  ye  were  strangers  in  a.  strange  land.*'     The 

Ughrpnest  under  the  law  was   '^  taken  from  among 

^'  men,  that  he  might  have  compassion  on  the. ignorant, 

.  ^  and  on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way,  for  that  he 

''himself  also  is  compassed  with  infirmity/'    AH  this 

is  grandly  s^plicable  to.  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  ^^for 

^  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered  being  tempted,  he  is 

"able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted."    Though 

his  stat^  is  changed,  his  nature  is*  the  same  ;  "  for  we 

*?  HAVE  not  an  HighrPriest.  which  cannot  be  toufhed 

**with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  but  was  in  all 

**  points  tempted,  like  as  we.  are,   yet  without  sin.'' 

This  opens  a  source  of  exquisite  consol;Uion,  and  we 

feel  the   pleasing  motive;    "Let.  us  therefore  come 

"  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 

"  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."    He 

^* knows  your  sorrows,"    Are  you  poor?   He  knovi'*. 
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yoor  injJigcnce  j  not  like  some  of  your  wealthy  neigh. 
bours,  who  may  acddentally  hear  of    it   by  report, 
while  they  are  indulging  only  in  luxury.    He  was 
poor  i    "  foxes  have  holes*  and  the  birds  of  the  lax 
"  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  man  had  not  where  to-* 
**  lay  his  head."     Do  you  suffer  reproach ;    and  are  -: 
things  laid  to  your  charge  which  you  know  not  ?    He^ 
sees  you,  who  was  once  deemed  "  a  glutton,  and  a-^ 
'*  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners,"  **i- 
*'  Samaritan,"  "  one  who  had  a  devil,"  "  a  stirrer  up 
*•  of  the  people."     Do  you  feel  evil  suggestions  ?   The 
enemy  approached  Him : 

He  knot's  what  noic  teinptalluns  mc^ti, 
Tor  He  has  fcU  lh«  same. 

Are  you  looking  forward  to  the  hour  of  death  ?  Your 
feUow-christians,  and  your  ministers  may  endeavour  to 
sustain  and  to  soothe  you  ;  but  all  this  comes  from 
persons  who  have  no  experience  ;  they  know  not  what 
it  is  to  die ;  but  One  will  be  near  "  to  comfort  thcc 
*' upon  thy  bed  of  languishing,"  who  has  passed, 
through  the  trvine  scene ;  who  knows  the  feelines  of 
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passive  obedieDce  ;  even  after  the  experience  of  yeara 
of  sorrow,  we  know  little  of  the  holy  mystery  *•  of  suf- 
^fering  affliction    and   of   patience/'    We   need  in- 
struction ;    **  How  am  I  to  carry  the  cross  ?  How  can 
^^  I  render  it  one  of  my  chief  blessings  ?  What  dis|)06i- 
^  tions  am  I  to  exercise  towards  God,  who  is  the  Au- 
*  tfaor  of  this  trouble  ?  or  towards  men,  who  are  the 
^  instruments  of  it  ?  'How  must  I  regulate  my  thoughts, 
^  words,  and  carriage  ?  Am  I  forbidden  to  feel,  as  well 
^  as  to  murmur  ?  Must  I  indulge  no  desire,  use  no 
^  means  of  reUef  ?''    Go,   anxious  inquirer,  and  con* 
template  Him  who  ^'  suffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  ex- 
^'  ample  that  we  should  follow  his  steps.'*     See  him 
enduring  every  indignity — ^but  **  when  he  was  reviled, 
*^  he  reviled  not  again  ;  when  he  suffered,   he  threat- 
^  ened  not,  but  committed  himself  to  him  that  judgeth 
"  ri^teously."    JHear  his  prayer  for  his  murderers— 
■**  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
*^  do."    Mark  his  language  in  the  garden-—^'  Father, 
**  if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me  ;  never- 
^  theless,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.''    In  all  this 
He  does  not  so  mudi  dazzle  as  guide ;  here  are  none 
of  those  high-flown,   rhapsodical  expressions,    which 
proud  philosophy  has  often  placed  in  the  mouths  of  its 
heroes ;  he  affects  no  insensibility  of  pain  ;  no  indiffer- 
ence to  suffering :  we  see  humanity  with  all  its  natural 
feelings,  only  these  feelings  held  under  the  empire  of 
reason  and  of  grace.    ^^  Let  the  same  mind  be  in  yon 
^  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus." 

A  third  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  demonstration 
which  his  sufferings  gave  us  of  the  divine  benevolence* 
Awakened  souls  find  it  no  easy  thing  to  believe  in 
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God.  Conscious  of  the  wrong  their  sins  have  done 
him,  and  judging  of  the  Supreme  Being  by  them- 
selves ;  it  is  hard  to  persuade  their  guilty  minds,  that 
God  is  ready  "  to  be  pacified  towards  them  for  all 
**  their  abominations ;"  and  that  after  such  provocations, 
he  is  willing  to  *'  recieve  them  graciously,  and  love 
•*  them  freely."  Now  I  cannot  love  God,  till  God 
appears  lovely.  I  shall  never  approach  him,  till  I  hope 
in  him.  Hidden  among  the  trees  of  the  garden, 
whither  my  fears  had  driven  me  ;  it  is  only  th?  voice 
of  mercy  can  call  me  forth.  It  is  confidence  alone 
can  bring  me  back  to  God  ;  it  is  the  simple  principle 
of  our  restoration  ;  till  this  be  gained,  nothing  can  be 
effected.  To  place  himself  before  us  in  this  encour- 
aging view  ;  to  shew  us  in  himself  an  accessible  refuge 
as  soon  as  ever  we  feel  our  danger  and  our  misery  j 
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*<  herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
^  loved  us,  and  gave  his  Soh  to  be  a  propitiation  for 
'^  our  sins."  ^^  God  hath  commended  his  love  towards 
^  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Chrift  died  for 
■^  us.  Much  more  then,  being  now  justified  by  his 
•^'^ilood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  him. 
"For  if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled 
*'  unto  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son  :  much  more  be- 
*^  ing  recondled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life.*' 

Behold  a  fourth  reason.  As  divine  goodness  acts  in 
nrmony  with  every  other  perfection  of  his  nature, 
the  sufferings  of  our  Saviour  were  designed  to  display 
he  glory  of  God,  as  the  moral  ruler  of  the  universe. 
rhere  is  no  governing  without  laws  ;  laws  are  nothing 
mthout  sanctions.  If  the  penalty  attached  to  the  law 
df  God,  be  founded  in  equity,  and  were  it  otherwise, 
bow  could  He  have  annexed  it  ?  does  not  the  same 
principle  which  led  him  to  propose  it,  coitstrain  him  to 
[naintain  it  ?  Suppose  a  governor,  when  he  establishes 
\  new  system  of  legislation,  were  to  issue  a  proclamation 
that  whoever  transgressed  it  should  be  pardoned  upon 
Ms  repentance  and  reformation  ;  would  not  this  disarm 
the  law  of  all  its  terrors,  and  rather  encourage  than 
repress  the  violation  of  it  ?  Is  the  gospel  such  an  ene- 
my to  the  law  ?  "  Do  we  by  faith  make  void  the  law  ? 
•*  Yea,  we  establish  the  law."  We  do  not  however 
on  this  subject,  go  all  the  lengths  to  which  some  ad- 
vance. We  would  not  *^  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Isra- 
"  el }"  or  affirm  that  He  could  not  have  pardoned  sin 
without  an  atonement.  Let  us  remember  the  Su- 
preme Majesty  is  accountable  to  none ;  let  us  not  try 
to  fix  the  bounds  of  absolute  prerogative.     Our  Sa*- 
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viouT  in  the  garden  does  not  indeed  intimate  that  tlie 
tup  could  not  pass  from  him  :  but  he  resolves  this  im- 
possibility into  the  WILL  of  God.  It  is  sufficient  for 
us  to  know  that  in  this  way  God  chose  to  glorify  his. 
perfections,  and  that  to  us  no  other  way  appears,  in 
which  we  could  have  had  an  equal  dispky  of  the  di- 
vine attributes.  Justice  could  have  seized  the  trang- 
gressor  j  or  mercy  could  have  spared  him  ;  but  in  the 
case  before  us,  both  justice  and  mercy  are  blended  in 
their  exercise  ;  we  see  the  one  in  requiring  this  medi- 
ation, the  other  in  providing  it.  ■  The  law  is  secured, 
and  the  offender  too.  Sin  is  condemned,  and  the  sin- 
ner pardoned  ;  and  God  neither  beholds  the  iniquity, 
or  the  misery  of  man.  These  we  conceive  to  be  a  few 
of  the  reasons  why  "  it  became  Him,  for  whom  are  all 
"  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  ma- 
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smypathy  with  the  suffermg  Head  ?  Are  you  not  cho^ 
sen  to   **be  conformed  to  his  image?"    Observe  his 
likeness ;  see  his  sorrowful  features  ;  how  ^'  his  visage 
**  is  marred  more  than  any  man's,   and  his  form  than 
**  the  sons  of  men.'      Can  you  resemble  him,  and  not 
su&r  r  Is  it  not  an  honour  to  have  fellowship  with  hini 
in  his  sufferings  ?  Woilld  yoii  wish  for  the  friendship 
of  that  world,   wKose  malice  he  continually  bore  ? 
Would  you  only  have  ease,  where  he  only  had  trou- 
ble ?  or  nothing  but  honour,  where  he  had  nothing  but 
disgrace?   Would  you  reign  with  him,  and  not  suffer 
with  him  ?  Can  the  common  soldier  complain,  when 
he  sees  the  commander  enduring  the  same  privations 
with  himself  ?  "  The  disciple  is  not  above  his  master, 
**  nor  the  servant  above  his  lord :   it  is  enough  for  tl;e 
^^  disdple  that  he  be  as  his  master,  and  the  servant  as? 
**  his  lord.*'     But,  ah !  what  are  your  sufterings,  com- 
pared with  ttis  ?  Are  you  oppressed  ?  look  before  you, 
a:nd  see  him  carrying  a  cross  infinitely  heavier ;   carry- 
ing it  for  you ;    carrying  it  without  a  groan — Oh ! 
"consider  Him  that  endurcth  such  contradiftion  of 
*'  sinners  against  himself,  lest  ye  be  wearied  and  faint 
**  in  your  minds.*' 

Secdndly,  If  the  Sufferings  of  Christ  were  so  va- 
riously  useful  and  necessary,  and  of  such  high  impor- 
tance in  the  view  of  God,  can  ministers  dwell  too 
much  upon  them  in  their  preaching?  Can  christians 
estimate  them  too  highly,  or  make  too  much  of  them 
in  their  meditations,  and  in  the  exercises  of  their  faith 
and  of  their  devotion  ?   And  if  an  ordinance  be  estab- 

fished  in  the  church  as  a  memorial  of  his  sufferings, 

IT 
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should  they  not  thankAi%  emlvace  every  opportomty 
of  attending  it  ? 

Such,  christians,  is  the  institiitioti  o(  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, of  which  yen  are  g<nng  to  partake  i  approach, 
and  in  lively  memorials  b&hold  "  Jesus  Christ  evident- 
**  ly  set  forth,  cmdfied  among'  you.*  **  For  as  oft 
**  as  ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  tlus  cup,  ye  do  shew 
"  forth  the  Lord's  death  tiB  he  shall  come.**  Draw 
-  near,  and  looking  on  Him  who  was  {nerced  by  you 
and  for  you,  mourn  and  rejtuce.  Draw  near,  and  ex* 
erase  £uth,  ^ded  even  by  the  medium  of  sense  ;  and 
of  the  best  Object,  take  the  best  view  it  is  in  your  pow- 
er to  enjoy }  till  "  you  shall  see  Him  as  he  is,**  fnd 
joining  a  noUer  assembly,  shall  sing  the  song  vrbadx 
you  are  loving  and  learning  now,  "  unto  Him  that  lov- 


SERMON  VIII. 


CONDEMNATION  OF  SELF-WILL. 


Job  Kxxiv.  33. 

SetiULD  ir  BE    ACCORDING    7*0   *tHr  MIND, 

^^  OH  •  ^^^^  I  ^^^^  made  judge  in  tihe 
^  land  ;  that  every  man  which  hath  any  ^uit,  or  cauae^ 
^  might  come  ijnto  me,  and  I  would  do  him  justice.^ 
Such  was  the  language  of  Absalom,  when  labouring  to 
jpromote  and  to  justify  a  measure,  the  design  of  which 
was  to  exdude  Daidd  from  the  throne,  and  to  estab> 
lish  a  usurper.  It  is  the  common  eloquence  of  faftion* 
which  always  knows  how  much  easier  it  is  to  censure 
than  to  reform ;  which  loves  to  talk  of  the  facility  of 
government,  and  to  hide  the  difficulties  ;  which  is  sure 
to  fix  on  evils  which  are  often  unavoidable,  and  to  dis- 
regard advantages,  in  the  procuring  of  which  human 
prudence  has  some  share ;  and  which  is  ever  making 
comparisons  between  long  established  institutions,  the 
sober  value  of  which  cannot  strike  with  the  freshness  of 
novelty,  and  the  charming  scenes  to  be  fomid  in  the 
paradise  of  speculation. 

Who  is  not  ready  to  condemn  Absalom  ? — "  Young 
man,  while  the  king  is  employed  in  the  cares  and 
perplexities  of  empire,  it  is  an  easy  thing  tor  you  to 
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QSeR'  VIII. 


*'  sit  in  the  gate,  and  deal  forth  your  tefleiEtions  and 
"  your  promises.  Are  you  not  a  Bubjed?  Are  you 
«'  not  a  son  ?  Are  you  not  in  esperience,  and  erery 
"  other  qualification,  in£n'ioF  to  your  &tl^  and  your 
*'  sovereign  ?  ^k 

I  go  Either ;  if  a  [wrkon  were  to  rise  up  in  this  a»* 
sembly,  and  endeavour  to  draw  away  disdples  after 
him ;  if  holding  the  same  language  with  regard  to  God, 
which  Absalom  used  with  regard  to  David,  he  shoult^ 
say,  "  Oh !  that  I  were  made  governor  in  the  world  \ 
"  things  should  not  be  as  tliey  now  are  :  the  ways  o 
**  the  Lord  are  not  equal :  the  Almij^ty  peryerts  judg- 
**  ment ;"  I  am  persuaded  you  would  be  ready  to  drive 
him  from  the  san&iary,  and  to  stone  him  with  stones^ 
saying,  **  thou  child  of  die  devil,  thou  enemy  of  all 
ghtcousncss,  when  wilt  thou  ccitsc  to  pervert  the 
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comman^iig  inflneuce  over  your  duty  and  your  Iiap- 
pness.  Observe  the  words  which  we  have;  read  v 
the  foundation  o£  the  exerdse.  "Should  it  be  accwd- 
*}  iog  to  thy  mind?''    Thwlpeaker  is  EHhu;  a  pct- 

~  sooage  which  the  sacred  h>stbrian  introduces  in  .a  man- 
ner so  extraordinary,  that  commentators  know  not 
yhat  to  make  of  him.  Some  have  taken  him  for  the 
Son  of  God ;  others  for  a  prophet  j  all  for  a  wise  and 
good  man.    The  meaning  of  the  question  is  obvious  ^ 

-*«  Shall  the  Supreme  Being  do  nothing  without  thy 
f*  consent  ?  Shquld  He  ask_  counsel  of  thee  ?  Ought 
"  He  to  regulate  hiq  dispensations  according  to  thy 
•*  views  and  de^cs  ?  Should  it  be  according  to  thy 
*'  mind  ?"    He  does  not  specify  any  particular  case, 

-  wluch  nukes  the  Inquiry  the  more  striking  and  useful, 

'9nd  justifies  an  application  of  it,  the  most  general  and 
comprehensive.  Elihu,  like  the  other  friends  of  Job, 
sud  sometlung?  harsh  and  improper ;-  but  when  he 
asked,  **  should  it  be  according  tothymind?"  Job 
should  instantly  have  answered,  No.  And  were  your 
preacher  to  address  the  same  question  individually  to 
this  assembly,  yqu  should  all  immediately  answer,  No. 
To  bring  you  to  this  temper,  we  shall  enlarge  on  the 
desire  of  having  things  "  according  to  our  mind."    I. 

As  COMMON.  11.  As  UNREjV^ONABLH.  IIL  Ab  CRIU- 
WAL.     IV.   As    DANGEROUS.       V.     As    IMPRACTlCABi.?. 

— "  Consider  what  I  say,  and  the  l^ord  give  you  un- 
*^  derstanding  in  all  thing^.'* 

I.  To  have  thin^  **  according  to  our  mind''  is 
9  very  common  wish.  Man  is  naturally  self-willed, 
^e  disposition   appears  very  early  in  our  chiidres. 


The  Cendemnatton 
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All  sin  is  a  contention  against  the  wiH  oiF  God  ;  it  be- 
gan in  paradise.  Adam  disobeyed  the  prohibition  to 
*'  touch  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evU,** 
and  alt  his  posterity  ham  unhappily  followed  his  ex< 
ample.  What  God  forbids,  we  desire  and  pursue  ; 
what  He  enjoins,  we  dislike  and  oppose.  Yea,  "  the 
"  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God  ;  it  is  not  subject 
*'  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be." 

Enter  the  world  of  grace.  Behold  the  revelation 
which  God  has  given  us.  One  deems  it  unnecessary  ; 
for  a  second  it  is  too  simple  ;  for  a  third  it  is  too 
mysterious.  See  Jesus  Christ  crucified.  He  is  "  to 
**  the  Jews  a  stumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks 
"  foolishness."  God  has  *'  set"  his  "  King  upon  hit 
"holy  hill  of  Zion,"    and   has  sworn    "  that  to  him 
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is  "  content  with  such  things  as"  he  has  ?  Who  does 
jMot  covet  wiut  if  denied  him  ?  Who  does  not  envy  the 
jmperior  coa^tioft  .of  his  aeghbow?  Who  does  not 
loBg  to  be'  at  Im  own  disposal  ?  If  he  draw  off  hi^ 
«ye8  fioBi  othersy^  and  look  inwardly,  every  man  will 
^nd  ^ar  pope  in  his  own  bosom;"  be  would  have 
tbii^  according  to  his  own  mind ;  he  would  have 
own  mind  the  measure,  both  of  all  he  does  to^ 
-mrards  Crod,  and  of  idl  God  does  towards  him. 

Acknowledged— -But  b  not  this  disposition  crushed 
3n  convertton,  and  are  not  the  Lord's  ^^  people  made 
•*  \iinlUng  in  the  day  of  his  power  ?*'  See  Saul  of  Tar- 
SQB   on   lus  knees;   ^^ behold  he   prayeth'* — ^'^Lord, 
•*what  wik  thou  have  me  to  do?"     David  wraps 
Mm»elf  up  in  the  stfllness  of  patience  and  submission : 
^  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth,  because  thou 
^  &dst  it."    There  stands  old  Eli ;  he  has  received  the 
most  distressing  intelligence,  and  piously  exclaims  ^^  it 
*  is  the  Lord,  let  Him  do  what  seemeth  him  good." 
A  gracious  woman  in  deep  afflidion  was  once  heard  to 
ay,  •*  I  mourn,  but  I  do  not  murmur."    We  have  read 
of  one,  who,  when  informed  that  her  two  sons,  her 
only  cluldren,  were  drowned,  said  in  all  the  majesty 
of  grief,  and  with  an  heavenly  composure,  '*  I  see  God 
^  is  resolved  to  have  all  my  heart,  and  I  am  resolved 
"  He   SHALL  have  it."     Ah !    here  you  behold  the 
sadnts  in  their  choicest  moments,  and  in  their  best 
frames;  for  their  sandtification  is  imperfeA  in  all  its 
parts ;  too  much  of  this  self»wiU  remains  even  in  them  ; 
they  are  most  gratified  when  they  find  the  divine  pro- 
ceedings falling  into  the  direction  which  they  had  pre- 
scribed ;  they  are  too  much  plated  when  their  schemes 
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succeed,  and  tot>  much:  depraced  wbeb  thdr  hemes' 
are  frustrated.  They  <do  indeed  lov0  the  will  of  God  9 
and  we  are  far  hfim  .ia,yiag,  that  they  would  hxye 
nothing  done  accorcUhgtOHis  mind  $  liut  they-aze 
often  solidtious  to  hiTe  too  itia^ky  things  done  saaxdia^ 
to  their  own.  ,   .. 

n.  This  desire  is  mtuAknf  AJiii.  And  it  •^HS.  eauly 
appear ;  for  we  are-whotty  Unqualified  to  govern,  wUltf 
God  b  every  way  adequate  to  the  work  in  which  Ha 
Is  engaged  ;  and  tbec^ire  iiothing  can:  be  mcu^  abnvd 
than  to  labour  to  (fi^pleaie  Him«  and  substitute  ourselv^v 
as  .  the  creators  of  destmy,  the  regulators  of  eyentt; 
For,  to  throw  open  diid  thought — His  power  is  ^ 
mighty;  his  resources 'are  boundless}  **his  und^- 
"  standing  is  infinite."  He  sees  all  things  in  thnr  ot^q^ 
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'*bc  wise;'*  this  is  the  candidate,  who  deems  himself 
by  his  proposal  capable  of  governing,  and  wishes  to 
Irrange  things  according  to  his  mind. 

My  brethren,  have  yoii  not  often  found  yourselves 
mistaken,  ^ete  you  deemed  yourselves  most  sure? 
Have  yoti  not  frequently  erred  in  judging  yourselves  j 
and  generally  erred  in  judging  others  ?  Do  you  not 
blame  those  who  condemn  any  of  your  proceedings 
before  they  understand  them,  especially  when  the  objects 
on  which  they  decide  fall  not  within  the  sphere  of  their 
knowledge  or  observation?  What  would  you  think 
of  a  subjed,  who  scarcely  competent  to  guide  the  petty 
concerns  of  his  own  household,  would  rush  forth  to 
assume  the  diredion  of  the  aSairs  of  an  enlarged  em- 
pire, after  censuring  measures  which  he  does  not  com- 
prehend, cannot  comprehend;  whose  labyrinths  he 
cannot  trace,  whose  extensive  bearings  he  cannot  reach, 
whose  distant  consequences  he  cannot  calculate  ?  All 
this  imagery  is  weak  when  applied  to  ^*  the  man  who 
"  stiiveth  with  his  Maker,'*  and  "  asks,  what  dost 
"  Hiou  ?~  For  whatever  diflferences  subsist  bfet  ween  man 
tnd  man,  all  are  partakers  of  the  same  nature,  and  all 
are  liable  to  err ;  but  ^'  in  God  there  is  no  darkness  at 
"  alL**  "  Is  there  unrighteousness  with  €rod  ?  God 
**  forbid :  how  then  could  God  judge  the  world  ?'* 

If  we  know  not  the  peculiarities  of  ike  disease,  how 
can  we  judge  properly  of  the  remedy  which  the 
phyadan  prescribes?  If  we  know  not  the  station 
which  the  son  is  destined  to  occupy,  how  can  we  judge 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  father  in  the  education  he  is  giv- 
ing him  ?  And  how  can  we  decide  on  the  means  which 
the  Supreme  Being  empbys,  while  we  are  ignorant 
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is  enibarrassinent ;  "  his  v/ay  is  in  the  sea 

"  ill  the  deep  waters,  and  his  footsteps  arc 

What,  does  not  God  still  continue  to  gov 

less  wisdom  in  a  cloudy  day  than  in  a  fir 

does  every  dispensation  of  Providence 

cate  as  soon  as  it  affe&s  you  ?  Are  you  s< 

to  render  it  doubtful,  whether  you  cai 

touched  ?  Are  you  such  attentive  schola 

der  a  stroke  of  the  rod  a  mystery  ?  Is  G 

his  people,  confinetd  to  one  class  of  means 

^^  these  light  afflidions,  which  arc  but  fc 

**  work  out  for  you  a  far  more  exccedir 

"  weight  of  glory  ?"  So  much  more  att 

to  our  fleshly  interests,  than  to  our  spiri 

so  much  more  are  wc  influenced  by  thii 

*^  temporal,  than  by  those  things  which  ai 
'*  eternal." 

It  is  tlie  produce  of  impatience ;  this 
delay,  this  c^n  bear  \\o  denial,  this  strug{ 
from    all    controul,    and    cries    "  let    us 
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ft  argues  ingratitude  ;  it  is  infitiite  condescension  in 
God  to  be  **  mindful  of  us  j"  to  be  willing  to  manage 
our  concerns,  and  to  allow  us  to  cast  all  our  care 
upon  him,  with  an  assurance  ^^  that  he  careth  forus,"* 
and  will  make  ^^  all  things  to  work  together  for  our 
**  good.**  For  all  this  he  surely  deserves  our  thankful 
acknowledgments ;  and  we  insult  him  with  murmuring 
complaints !  What  can  be  more  vile,  than  for  a  poor 
dependent  creature,  who  j^olds  his  very  being  by  the 
good  pleasure  of  his  Maker,  and  possesses  nothing  un- 
derived  from  the  bounty  of  his  benefador,  to  overlook 
so  many  expressions  of  his  goodness,  because  he  com- 
plies not  with  every  fond  desire !  What  can  be  baser 
than  our  repining,  when  the  very  same  kindness  which 
urges  Providence  to  give,  determines  it  also  to  refuse ! 

It  springs  from  discontent ;  it  shews  that  we  arc  dis- 
pleased with  his  dealings  ;  for  if  we  were  not  dissatisfi- 
ed, why  do  we  desire  a  change?  This  was  thje  sin  of 
the  Israelites  in  wishing  a  king.  It  did  not  consist  in 
desiring  a  monarchy,  they  would  have  sinned  equally 
in  demanding  any  other  form  of  government.  But 
they  were  under  the  immediate  empire  of  God,  and 
He  had  not  pleased  them  ;  they  would  set  him  right  j 
they  "  charged  Him  foolishly ;"  they  would  be  like  the 
**  rest  of  the  nations,"  when  it  was  his  pleasure  that 
they  should  be  a  peculiar  people ;    *^  the  people  shaU 

_  ■ 

**  dwell  alone,  and  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  the  na- 
**tions." 

It  betrays  earthly-UMndedness  ;  the  soul  feels  it  when 
**  cleaving  to  the  dust."  According  to  our  attadi- 
ifients,  will  be,  all  through  life,  oiir  affliftions  and  our 
perplexities.      When  you  find  younelves  in  prosper- 
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ous  circumstances,  surrounded  with  affluence  and 
friends,  enjoying  health  ^nd  peace,  the  providence  of 
God  is  not  only  agreeable  but  intelligible.  We  never 
licar  you  exclaim,  as  you  "join  house  to  house,  and 
*'  add  field  to  field,''  Qh  1  how  mysterious  the  dealing^ 
of  God  are !  But  when  the  scene  is  reversed ;  then, 
not  only  hard  thoughts  of  God  are  entertained*  but  all 
is  embarrassment  \  *'  his. way  is  in  the  sea,  and  his  path 
*'  in  the  deep  waters,  and  his  footsteps  are  not  known.'* 
AVhat,  does  not  God  still  continue  to  govern  ?  Has  he; 
less  wisdom  in  a  cloudy  day  than  in  a  fine  one  \  Why 
does  every  dispensation  of  Providence  become  intri- 
cate as  soon  as  it  afFeds  you  ?  Are  you  so  innocent  as 
to  render  it  doubtful,  whether  you  can  be  lawfuUf 
touched  \  Are  you  such  attentive  scholars,  as  to  ren- 
der a  stroke  of  the  rod  a  mystery  ?  Is  God  in  blessing 
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of  GodL  Tour  jdaoe  is  the  footstool,  not  the  throne  ; 
yptt  are  tofbUotrr,  not  to  lead  ;  to  obey,  not  to  dictate. 
Suppose  ^  stranger,  or  a  neighbour,  should  come  in* 
to  your  £unily,  and  b^n  to  new  place  the  ornaments 
and  utensib  cf  your  rooms,  to  order  your  children,  to 
command  your  servants,  to  rule  your  house,  you 
would  blami3  him*  And  on  what  principle  ?  This  is 
|iot  his  office  ;  this  is  npt  his  province  ;  he  is  an  intru* 
der.  Maintain  your  distance  here,  and  do  not  en* 
croach  pn  the  divine  rights.  You  did  not  create  the 
universe,  it  does  not  depend  on  your  care  ;  the  world 
IS  not  yours,  nor  the  fullness  thereof,  nor  even  your- 
idves  ;  te  are  not  your  own  ;  but  there  is  One  to 
n^om  the  whole  bdongs ;  ^  he  is  Lord  of  all/'  God 
cannot  have  an '  equal,  and  he  will  not  have  a  rival. 
A  prince  may  be  pleased,  if  his  subjects  endeavour  to 
imitate  him  in  his  mercy,  his  goodness,  his  truth,  or  in 
any  of  those  virtues  which  are  common  to  persons  in 
all  sitoations ;  hereby  they  honour  him,  but  if  they  im- 
itate him  in  his  regalia,  in  those  ^^ttributes  and  actions 
which  are  peculiar  to  him  as  a  king  ;  if  like  him  they 
aspire  to  wear  a  crown,  to  enact  laws,  to  declare  peace 
and  war,  to  levy  contributions,  to  new  model  the  state, 
they  are  guilty  of  high  treason. 

tV.  The  desire  of  having  things  '*  according  to  our 
^mind/'  is  dakgerous.  If  it  were  accomplished, 
all  parties  would  suffer ;  God,  our  fellow-cres^tures,, 
ind  oursdves. 

Rrst,  The  honour  of  God  would  suffer.  Nothing 
|row  occurs  by  chance  ;  every  thing  falls  under  the 
regulations  of  divine  Providence,  and  as  afiairs  are  now 
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der  their  fether  incestuous ;  and  his  '*  grey  hairs"  are 
brought  "down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.'* 

Ill  a  word,  you  would  be  too  ignorant  to  choose 
well.  Did  you  ever  observe  the  question  of  the  inspi- 
red preacher  ?  "  "Who  knoweth  what  is  gocxi  for  man 
'*  in  this  life ;  all  the  days  of  this  vain  life,  which  he 
"  spendeth  as  a  shadow?"  The  answer  is.  No  one 
knows.  Look  around  you,  and  you  will  see  men  ea- 
ger to  change  their  conditions,  but  proving  by  their 
behaviour  in  the  new  stations  they  occupy,  that  they 
arc  no  nearer  satisfaiflion  than  before.  They  rush 
forth  asbured  of  finding  a  paradise,  but  thorns  and  bri- 
ars soon  convince  them  that  they  are  entangled  In  a 
wilderness.  The  man  of  business,  and  the  man  of 
leisure,  envy  each  other ;  they  exchange,  and  go  on 
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another,  may  not  suit  me;  what  may  wear  easy  on 
him,  may  be  an  incumbrance  to  me.  Now  to  know 
whether  a  condition  would  accord  with  us,  and  be 
to  our  advantage,  we  must  know  ourselves  better 
tlKUi  we  da  i  our  strength  and  pur  weakness  ;  our  nat- 
iiral  peculiarities,  and  our  ac<}uired  propensities;  our 
uiteliefhial  abilities,  and  our  moral  qualifications.  And 
here  another  difficulty  occurs;  It  is  impossible  for  us- 
to  judge  of  ourselves  in  untried  connexions  and  situa. 
ttons  ;  and  the  reason  is  obvious.  We  go  forward  to 
these  scenes  in  imagination  only,  with  our  present 
aebtiraents  and  inclinations,  not  remembering  that  our 
charaAers  are  formed  and  unfolded  by  circumstances ; 
that  we  change  with  events  ;  that  the  friction  of  new 
objefb  elidts  new  feelings,  quickens  dormant  guilt,,  and 
calls  forth  improbable  corruption.  The  water  is  cJear 
tifl  the  muddy  fediment  is  difturbed.  In  private  life  Ha- 
zael  abhorred  the  thought  of  inhumanity.  When  the 
man  of  God  viewed  him  with  tears,  and  predifted  the 
cruelties  of  his  future  reign,  he  was  filled  with  horror, 
and  exclaimed,  "  Is  thy  fervint  a  dog,  that  he  Ihould 
*•  do  this  thing  ?*'  But  ho  went  forward,  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  exchanged  the  man  for  the  tyrant, 
and  became  the  monfter  which  he  had  execrated. 

We  are  not  only  liable  to  err  on  the  fide  of  our 

hopes,  but  alfo  of  our  fears.    What  in  diftant  prospect 

fiUed  us  with  anxiety  and  dread,    as  it  approached 

more  near  was  found  the  beginning  of  a  train  of  friends 

and  bleflings,  all  haftening  along  to  do  us  good.    Had 

Jofeph  remained  under  the  wing  of  his  fond  father,'  he 

would  have  lived  and  died  an  infignificant  individual ; 

bot  from  the  pit  and  the  prifbn  he  fleps  up  into  the 
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der  their  fither  incestuous ;  and  his  "  grey  h£n"  are 
bruught  "down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave." 

In  a  word,  you  would  be  too  ignorant  to  choose'- 
well.  Did  you  ever  observe  the  question  of  the  inspi- 
red preacher  ?  "  Who  knoweth  what  is  good  for  man 
*<  in  this  life ;  all  the  days  of  this  vun  life,  which  h6 
"  spendeth'  as  a  shadow  ?"  The  answer  is.  No  one 
knows.  Look  around  you,  and  yoti  will  see  men  ea- 
ger to  change  their  conditions,  but  proving  by  thdr 
behaviour  in  the  new  stations  they  occupy,  that  they 
arc  no  nearer  satisfa^on  than  before.  They  rush 
iorth  assured  of  finding  a  jraradise,  birt  thorns  and  bri- 
ars soon  convince  them  that  they  are  entan^ed  in  a 
wilderness.  The  man  of  business,  aud  the  man  of 
leisure,  envy  each  other  j  they  exchange,  and  go  on 
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another,  may  not  suit  me;  what  may  wear  easy  on 
him,  niuy  be  ah  incumbrance  to  me.    Now  to  know 
whether  a  concUtion  would  gccord  with  us,   and  be 
to  our  advantage,   we  must  know  ourselves  better 
than  we  do  i  our  strength  and  pur  weakness  ;  our  nat- 
ural peculiarities,  and  our  ac<}uired  propensities ;  our 
inteUefEual  abilities,  and  our  moral  qualifications.    And 
here  another  difEiculty  occurs.    It  is  impossible  for  us 
to  judge  of  ourselves  in  untried  connexions  and  situa- 
tions;  and  the  reason  is  obvious.    We  go  forward  to 
these  scenes  in  imagination  only,  with  our  present 
aobtiraents  and  inclinations,  not  remembering  that  our 
charaAerls  are  formed  and  unfolded  by  circumstances  ; 
Aat  we  change  with  events  ;  that  the  fricUon  of  new 
objefb  elidts  new  feelings,  quickens  dormant  guilt,,  and 
calls  forth  improbable  corruption.     The  water  is  dear 
till  the  muddy  fediment  is  difturbed.  In  private  life  Ha- 
zael  abhorred  the  thought  of  inhumanity.     When  the 
man  of  God  viewed  him  with  tears,  and  predifted  the 
cruelties  of  his  future  reign,  he  was  filled  with  horror, 
and  exclaimed,  ^  Is  thy  fervtint  a  dog,  that  he  fhould 
^  do  thb  thing  ?**  But  he  went  forward,  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  exchanged  the  man  for  the  tyrant, 
and  became  the  monfter  which  he  had  execrated. 

We  are  not  only  liable  to  err  on  the  fide  of  our 

hopes,  but  alfo  of  our  fears.    What  in  diftant  prospect 

filled  us  with  anxiety  and  dread,    as  it  approached 

more  near  was  found  the  beginning  of  a  train  of  friends 

and  bleflings,  all  haftening  along  to  do  us  good.    Had 

lofeph  remained  under  the  wing  of  his  fond  father,'  he 

would  have  lived  and  died  an  infignificant  individual ; 

but  firom  the  pit  and  the  priibn  he  fleps  up  into  the 
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fccond  chariot  in  the  kingdom,  and  becomes  the  IS' 
vlour  of  furroundiDg  countries.  Ah !  if  things  hadl 
been  arranged  according  to  your  mind,  what  afflidioii»' 
would  fume  of  you  have  efcapec^  and  what  benefits' 
would  you  have  loft  ?  For  **  though  no  chaftening  for 
"  the  prcfent  feemcth  to  be  joyous  but  grievous,  nev- 
"  erthclefe  afterward  it  yieldeth  the  peacenik  fruits  of 
*•  rigliteoufnefs  to  them  that  are  exercifed  thereby." 
And  fhould  we  not  principally  value  tlutt  which  is 
MORALLY  good  foi  US}  that  which  influences  and  fe- 
cures  our  eternal  welfare ;  that  by  which  the  fa£ety  of 
the  foul  is  leaft  endangered,  and  the  &ndificatton  of  the- 
foul  is  moft  promoted  I  Upon  this  principle  I  am  per- 
fuaded  many  of  you  are  ready  to  add  yoor  teftimony  to 
the  confeflions  of  former  fuferers,  and  to  fay,  *•  it  is 
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"infuchan  enterprife  to  my  own  coiinfel!  I  fliould 
**  have  advanced  till  I  had  fallen  from  a  dangerou* 
^  precipice,  if  He  had  not  hedged  up  my  way  with 
^  thorns ;  at  firft  I  murmured  at  the  check,  but  when 
**  I  looked  over,  and  faw  the  abyfs,  I  kneeled  and  faid^ 
**  Lord,  i  am  thine ;  fkve  me  in  every  future  peril.*' 
Thus  by  experience  He  has  been  convincing  you,  .that 
^  the  way  <tf  man  is  not  in  himfelf,"  and  that  "it  is 
^*  iiot  in  man  that  walketh  to  dired  his  fteps ;''  and 
baving  feen  the  hazards  to  which  you  will  be  expofed 
in  manjiging  for  yourfelves,  you  are  now  on  your  kneea 
faying^  ^^He  fhail  choofe  our  inheritance  for  us." 
**  Surdbjf  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  myfelf  as  a  child 
"  that  18  weaned  from  his  moriier  ;  my  foul  is  even  as 
**  a  weaned  child/' 

We  have  only  one  more  view  to  take  of  the  fubjefi:. 
The  deftre  of  having  things  "  according  to  our  mind"  is, 

V.  Impracticable.  Obferve  only  two  things, 
first,  the  deilres  of  mankind  in  ten  thoufand  inftances 
arc  oppofite  to  each  other;  hence  they  cannot  be  all 
.accompliihed.  Secondly,  the  plan  of  divine  govern- 
ment is  already  Jixed  4  the  machine  is  in  motion  ;  it  is 
rolling  by,  and  we  can  neither  arrell  its  progrefs,  or 
give  it  a  new  diredion.  "  He  is  in  one  mind,  and  who 
"  can  turn  Him  ?  and  what  his  foul  defireth,  even  that 
^  He  doeth  j  for  He  performeth  the  thing  that  is  ap- 
"  pointed  for  me,  and  many  fuch  things  arc  with  him.'* 
^  Our  God  is  in  the  heavens ;  he  hath  done  whatsoevar 
"  he  pleafed."  "  Declaring  the  end  from  beginning,  and 
^  from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet  dow^ 
feyiiig,  my  «  counfel  fhall  (land,  and  I  wiULdo  all  my  pleaf- 
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^e  will  of  Crod,  yrhick  is  per&d  rectitude*  it  is  enno- 
bled. To  be  lUus-minded  vnih  God,  is  tke  faighesil 
^nour  we  can  ever  posseis ;  to  funender  oundvea  tw 
lus  pleasure,  is  the  purefl:  aft  of  obedience  we  can  ever 
perform.  It  ia  the  efienca  of  hriSneaB,  to  do  whafOoii' 
loves,  and  to  love  what  God  does.  And  as  oothinf 
can  be  more  pioiu,  fo  nothing  can  bs-auve  wife  than 
inch  a  rengnation.  if  youir  wiH  corre^Mn4t  with' 
Ae  wfllof  God,  yon  may  be  always  fure  el  its  AccoQi- 
]£fiunent :  **  commit  thy  works  unto  the  Lo^  ujd 
**  thy  thoughts  {hall  be  cAabHlhed.*'  Thb  is  tbe  only- 
way  to  be  happy  in  a  miseraUBworid  ;  onthisaUyow 
satisfiidion  depends.  Sfe  knows  «^t  thingi  you  ban* 
aeed  of,  and  what  will  be  tat  yoor  advantage.  '  D^>end; 
on  Him.    Follow  Him.    Secure  His  favour  ;  refer  aH' 
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Ue.    Remember  it  when  ydu  tlnnk  ci  the  cofHUtioa 
ef  the  dmrch;  when  you  aik,    *^why  fuch  Averfitiet 
^  of  opinkm  among  its  leaders  ?    why  fuch  frequent 
^  perfecution  of  its  mend)er»  ?  why  are  they  generally 
lb  poor  and  affi^led  ?  Why  are  they  all  the  day  long 
pbgued,  and  chaftened  every  morning  ;  while  their 
*<  ungodly  neighbours  abound  ki  affluence  and  indul- 
^  gence  ?  Shoidd  the  finner  live  within,    clothed  iit 
^  purple  and  fine  linen,    and  faring  fomptuoufly  ev- 
•*  ery  day ;  while  the  faint  lies  at  his  gate,    a'  beggar 
^^  fun  of  fores  ? '    Remember  it  when  you  think  of  the 
drcumihnces  of  the  family  $  when  driven  in  from  a 
trcmblefbme  world,   and   hojnng  to  find  an  afylum 
there,  you  are  forced  as  you  enter  to  sigh  with  David,, 
^  my  house  is  not  so  with  God  ;*'  or  what  success  in 
business^  what  servants,  what  childven,  what  relations  ? 
Remember  it  when  you  think  of  your  refpective  cases 
as  individuals  ;  of  perplexities  and  fears  j  of  losses  and 
vexations ;  of  pain  of  body  ;  of  imperfections  of  mind } 
of  continuance  in  this  world—"  Should  it  be  accord- 
ing  to  thy  mind,"  or  "  according  to  the  purpose  of 
Him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his 
own  ¥nll  ;**  and  "  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and 
«*  excellent  in  working  ?" 

Finally,  Let  all  this  lead  you  forward,  and  draw 
forth  your  expectation  of  another,  and  a  more  glo- 
rious economy.  Beyond  this  vale  of  tears  lies  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  You  are  now  in  a  state 
of  probation  and  discipline  ;  but  trials  and  corrections 
will  not  be  always  necessary.  The  denials  and  re- 
stiaints,  to  which  the  heir  of  glory  submits  while  he  is 
a  child,  cease  when  he  comes  of  age.    You  now  walk 
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hfMAf  uidnoCb^fi^;socinyoDlrillwAbrfigU| 
and  not  by  iaith.  Wbat  you  know  n^  now,  70a  wffl 
know  hereafter.  Tou  will  then  Bnd  Tounehres  infr 
ahely  more  happy  by^  fhe  divine  dispontion  of  all  your 
concerns,  than  yon-  cool4  have  been,  had  you  ilwayi 
enjoyed  your  own  wi^iea*  When  from  the  top  of  the 
h(^y  hill  of  Zion,  yoa  Bh^  look-  down  iqion  the  wifld- 
iDg  path  of  Providence,  by  wiucb  you  ascended,  yon 
will  pruse  Him  for  the  means  as  wdl  as  for  the  en^ 
admire  his  wisdom  as  wdl  ft  his  Idndness,  and  ny, 
**  He  hath  done  all  thin^  wdL" 

Some  of  your  frioids  and  rdations  are  gond  before 
you.  lo  his  light  th^  see  'light ;  to  them  the  wh<de 
mystery  is  now  explained.  Uessed  sinrits,  how  w# 
/  you !  We  see  Him  through  a  t^Uss  darkly  ;  and 
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S  E  R  MO  N  IX, 


THE  SECUIIE  AI^ARMEH. 


Amos  vi,  1. 

Woe    fo   THEM   rHAT  ARE   AT  EASE   IH  Zi02i, 


jVf  Y  Brethren,  there  is  something  very 
3^eeabie    and    desirable    in    ease.      Even    external 
ease  is  valuable ;  and  we  are  ready  to  pronounce  the 
man  happy,  whose  connexions  and  afiairs  are  all  pros- 
perous and  peaceful.     But  what  is  external  ease  with- 
out bodily  ?  Pain  will  produce  anguish,  which  neither 
riches,  nor  palaces  can  relieve.    An  aching  head,   a 
jarring  tooth,  will  destroy  all  the  sensations  of  pleasure 
aHsing  from  worldly  things.    Enter  the  house  of  aff 
ffi^on  •,   observe  thy   neighbour ;   "  he  is  chastened 
^'  with  pain  also  upon  his  bed,  and  the  multitude  of  his 
'^  bones  with  strong  pain ;  so  that  his  life  abhorreth 
^^  bread,  and  his  soul  dainty  meat  \  his  flesh  is  consu- 

^^  med  away  that  it  cannot  be  seen,  and  his  bones  that 
*^  were  not  seen  stick  out ;   yea,  his  soul  draweth  near 

**  unto  the  grave,  and  his  life  to  the  destroyers."  Per- 
haps some  of  you  have  been  in  a  similar  condition ; 
your  ^^  soul  hath  it  still  in  remembrance ;"  you  said, 

^  I  am  made  to  possess  months  of  vanity,  and  wearisome 
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"  nights  are  appointed  to  me  :  when  I  lie  down  1* 
"  when  shall  I  arise,  and  the  night  be  gone  ?  I  am* 
*'of  tossings  to  and  fro  mito  the  dawning  of  day; 
"  my  bed  does  not  comfort  me,  nor  my  couch  ease  my 
"  complaint,"  O  how  dehcious  is  health  after  sickness, 
and  ease  after  pain !  But  what  is  bodily  ease  without 
mental ;  "  The  spirit  of  a  man  nia.y  sustain  his  iniirmi- 
'■  ty,  but  a  wounded  spirit  who  can  bear  ?"  Can  a  man 
be  happy  while  corroded  wkh  care,  fretted  with  envy, 
burning  with  malice,  perplexed  with  doubts,  tormented 
with  fears  ?  Think  of  a  man  who  carries  lodged  within 
him  a  troubled  conscience  ;  "  he  eats  ashes  like  bread, 
"  and  mingles  his  drink  with  weeping ;"  "  his  life  hangs 
"  in  suspense  before  him,  ind  he  has  none  assurance 
"  of  his  life  ;'*  "  he  trembles  at  tlte  shaking  of  a  leaf ;" 
"  terrors  take  hold  on  hint  as  waters,  ?.  tempest  steal- 
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peace  is  a  false  peace ;  it  is  the  friendship  of  Joab  con- 
^eBling  his  murderous  dagger;  it  b  the  Humber  of 
Sampson  in  the  bp  of  Delilah,  softly  depriving  him  of 
his  locks ;  it  is  a  flefep  obtained  by  opium ;  it  is  the 
loss  of  fe^ngy  the  presage  of  death  ;  it  is  the  calm  of 
the  dead  sea,  the  consequence  and  the  evidence  of  a 
curse.  Thus  we  have  observed,  that  before  a  fall  of 
exceeding  heavy  rain,  the  wind  has  been  unusually 
^till.  Thus  historians  inform  us^  that  before  an  earth- 
quake, the  air  is  uncooimonly  serene.  Whether 
therefore  you  MriU  hear,  or  whether  you  will  forbear. 
I  sound  the  alarm,  and  give  you  warning  from  God— 
"  Woe  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion/' 

But  it  will  be  proper  to  ascertain  precisely  the  char- 
afters  whose  delusion  we  wish  to  destroy.  Who  de- 
serves this  charge  ?  Who  is  obnoxious  to  this  curse  ? 
Some  are  *'at  ease  in  Zion"  from  selfish  insunsi- 
BiMTY ;  some  from  iNriDEL  presumption  ;  some 
from    VAIN    confidence  ;     some    from    practical 

INDIFFERENCE. 

1.  Some  "are  at  ease  in  Zion"  from  selfish  in- 
sensibility. Such  there  were  in  the  days  of  Amos. 
**They  lie/'  says  the  prophet,  "  on  beds  of  ivory,  and 
**  stretch  themselves  upon  their  couches,  and  eat  the 
^  lambs  out  of  the  flock,  and  the  calves  out  of  the  midst 
**  of  the  still ;  they  cliant  to  the  sound  of  the  viol,  and 
**  invent  to  themselves  instruments  of  musick  like  Da- 
**  vid ;  they  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  anoint  themselves 
*^th  the  cliief  ointments;  but  are  not  grieved 
*F0R  the  affliction  OF  JOSEPH."  lu  similar  lan- 
guage Isaiah  upbraids  the  Jews.    ^^  In  that  day  did  the 
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"  urc."  How  useless  therefore  is  your  anxiety  !  "Which 
"of  you  by  taking  tliought  can  add  one  cubit  to  his 
"stature?"  You  may  repine;  but  you  fret  and  rage 
in  vain.  God  mtII  not  yield  up  the  reins  into  your 
hands.  "He  teareth  himself  in  his  anger:  shall  the 
*' earth  be  forsaken  for  thee?  and  shall  the  rock  be 
"  removed  out  of  his  piace '."  "  Should  it  be  according 
"  to  thy  mind  ?■  He  will  recompense  it,  whether  thou 
*•  refuse,  or  whether  thou  choose."  Having  establish- 
ed a  general  principle,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
such  an  application  as  will  preclude  the  abuse  of  it,  and 
render  it  useful  to  promote  resignation,  to  encourage 
our  faith,  and  to  animate  our  hope. 

First,  Let  not  the  conscientious  christian  suppose  Hm- 
seU  guilty  of  the  disposition  we  censure,  when  he  only 
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atnfiii  importunity  of  the  Jews ;  *^  He  gave  tliexn  % 
**  king  in  his  anger,  and  took  him  away  in  his  wrath/' 
But  if  He  loves  you,  in  such  a  case  He  will  be  sure  to 
deny  you  $  he  \dll  teach  you  by  his  refusal,  that  he  has 
a  right  to  withhold,  and  that  you  have  no  claims  upon 
the  Giver ;  he  will  bring  you  to  supplicate  Avhat  before 
you  seemed  to  order.  He  sees  that  while  you  are  thus 
jposBtonately  eager,  he  cannot  with  safety  indulge  you 
with  the  object ;  you  would  make  too  much  of  i#  He  is 
a-  God  of  judgment,  and  he  waits  a  cooler  and  more  sober 
frame  of  mind,  when  you  can  receive  it  properly,  and 
not  be  so  lost  in  the  gift,  as  to  disregard  the  Giver. 
The  best  t^ray  for  a  christian  to  gain  any  temporal  good, 
is  to  seek  after  a  holy  indifference ;  the  moment  it 
ceases  to  be  dangerous,  He  will  be  ready  to  gratify 
you,  for  "  He  taketh  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of  his 
**  servants.*' 

Secondly,  The  subject  preaches  submission.  It  pow- 
crftiUy  urges  you  to  leave  yourselves  to  the  disposal  of 
divine  Providence;  to  lie  as  clay  in- the  hands  of  the 
potter,  willing  to  receive  any  shape  he  chooses  to  give 
you,  ox  to  take  any  impression  he  is  pleased  to  impose ; 
to  keep  your  eye  towards  the  fiery  cloudy  pillar,  and 
to  be  ready  to  move  as  it  moves,  turn  as  it  turns,  pause 
as  it  pauses.  And  is  not  all  this  implied  in  your  pro- 
feflion,  resolutions,  and  vows  ?  Do  you  not  remember 
a  time  when  you  gave  your  God,  what  you  had  too 
.  long  withheld  from  him-r-your  heart  ?  And  have  you 
not  often  fince  renewed  this  engagement  ?  Are  there 
no  seasons  in  your  experience,  no  spots  in  your  wsdks, 
made  iacred  in  your  recollection  by  frefh  dedications 
jsf  ypurielyes  to  Him  ?  When  the  will  is  in  unison  witl^ 


i 


las  Tim  Sicure  aUumtk  f Ssft.  il 

l3eneficence»  as  disdnguished  from  sfmpthj  9tsd  com 
xniseradon.  ^  Weqnng  with  another,  was  a  Uttlenea 
of  soul  unbecolning  a  vise  man.  Their  doctrine  reqtiirei 
this ;  for  if  they  were  ta  be  iniensible  to  thdr  <iwn  ai 
ffidionsy  they  were  sudy  forbidden  to  fed  the  calam 
ides  of  otli^rs.  fiot  it  is  obviously  the  design  of  God 
that  we  shottU  lay  the  miaeiifs  of  others  to  heart,  am 
that  the  kindness  we  shew  them  shoidd  flow  from  com 
passion  }  and  so  necesnxy  is  die  ezerdse  of  this  tec 
derness  to  the  condition  of  mankind,  which  is  a  stit 
of  misery  and  dependance,  that  He  has  bound  it  npo 
us  by  a  natural,  as  weU .  as  by  a  monl  hw»  Such  i 
the  very  frame  and  organimtion  of  the  body,  such  th 
motion  and  direction  of  the  animal  sjarits  on  the  sigh 
of  distress,  that  we  cannot  hdp  being  moved  and  painec 
and  therefore  before  we  -can  be  unmerciful,  we  mui 
become  unnatural  j  and  before  we  offer  a  "^dolence  t 
morality,  we  must  oSer  one  to  nature.  And  we  ma; 
observe  also,  that  the  strength  of  the  sodal  insdnct  is  ii 
proportion  to  the  importance  of  its  exercise  in  huma] 
life  }  the  degree  of  emotion  which  excites  us  to  wee] 
with  the  miserable,  is  stronger  than  the  degree  of  sen 
sation  which  xirges  us  to  rejoice  with  the  prosperous 
because  the  former  stand  more  in  need  of  our  sympathy 
and  assistance  than  the  latter.  God  has  clearly  ea 
pressed  his  will  in  the  Scriptures.  There  he  require 
us  to  "  mind  every  man  also  the  things  of  others  ;"  ft 
"  be  pitiful ;"  to  "  put  on  bowels  of  mercies.'*  Sc 
ciety  is  placed  before  us,  both  civil  and  religious,  as 
body,  where  **  if  one  member  suffers,  dl  the  member 
"  suffer  with  it."  The  gospel,  we  are  assured,  no 
only  illuminates  but  softens  i  it  takes  away  '^  the  heai 
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He.  Remembff  it  when  y^u  thtok  <^  tbe  conation 
«f  the  church }  when  you  alk,  **  why  fuch  ^verfities 
**  of  0|HiikiB  among  its  leaders  ?  why  fuch  frequent 
**  perieciitian  of  its  inein{ier»  ?  why  are  they  generally 
**  fo  poor  and  affiled  ?  Why  are  they  all  the  day  long 
*^{4agued,  aod  chaftened  every  morning  ;  while  their 
*(  ungodly  neighboars  abound  in  affluence  and  induL- 
**  gence  ?  Should  the  tinner  live  within,  clothed  in 
*^pur{^e  and  6ne  linen,  and  faring  fiimptooufly  ev- 
•*■  «-y  Ay  i  while  the  faint  lies  at  hia  gate,  a'  beggar 
"  fuU  of  ftwes  ?■'  Remember  it  when  you  think  of  the 
orcumfbnces  of  the  fwiUy  t  when  driven  in  from  a 
(RMiUelome  world,  and  ho[nng  to  find  an  afyhim 
there,  you  are  forced  as  you  entn:  to  ^gh  with  David, 
**  my  house  is  not  90  with  God  •"  or  what  success  in 
httsiness,  what  servants,  what  childicn,  what  relations  ? 
Remember  it  when  you  think  of  your  refpectivc  cases 
as  individuals  ;  of  perplexities  and  fears ;  of  losses  and 
vexaticms ;  c^  pain  of  body  ;  of  imperfections  of  mind ; 
of  continuance  in  tills  world—"  Should  it  be  accord- 
*TOg  to  thy  mind,"  or  "  according  to  the  purpose  of 
**  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his 
*'  pwn  will }"  and  •*  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and 
**  excellent  in  working  ?" 

Finally,  Let  all  this  lead  you  forward,  aod  draw 
iorth  your  expectation  of  another,  and  a  more  glo- 
rious economy.  Beyond  this  vale  of  tears  lies  a  land 
Sowing  with  milk  and  honey.  You  are  now  in  a  state 
of  probation  and  discipline  ;  but  trials  and  corrections 
will  not  be  always  necessary.  The  denials  and  re- 
Aaints,  to  which  the  heir  of  glory  submits  while  he  is 
a  child,  cease  when  he  comes  of  7^.    Tou  now  walk 
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beneficence,  as  distinguished  from  sympathy  and  com- 
miseration. Weeping  with  another,  was  a  Uttlenesi 
of  soul  unbecoming  a  wise  man.  Their  doctrine  required 
this  ;  for  if  they  were  to  be  insensible  to  their  own  af- 
flicfions,  they  were  surely  forbidden  to  feel  the  calam- 
ities of  others.  But  it  is  obviously  the  design  of  God, 
tliat  we  should  lay  the  miseries  of  others  to  heart,  and 
that  the  kindness  we  shew  them  should  flow  from  com- 
passion ;  and  so  necessary  is  the  exercise  of  this  ten- 
derness to  the  condition  of  mankind,  which  is  a  state 
of  misery  and  dependance,  that  He  has  bound  it  upon 
us  by  a  natural,  as  well  as  by  a  moral  law.  Such  is 
the  very  frame  and  organization  of  the  body,  such  the 
motion  and  direction  of  the  animal  spirits  on  the  sight 
of  distress,  that  we  cannot  help  being  moved  and  pained, 
and  therefore  before  we  can  be  unmerciful,  we  must 
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«^  ©f  stone,**  a6d  gives  us  "  hearts  of  flesh.'*    This  in- 
ftaence  of  diinne  grace  we  are  never  suffered  to  over- 
look in  those  characters  which  are  held  forth  as  worthy 
of  our  imitation.    View  David ;  what  think  you  of  a 
man  who  could  say  even  of  them  who  had  *^  rewarded 
«*  hifldr  evil  for  good,  to  the  spoiling  of  his  soul" — ^  But 
*  as  for  me,  when  they  were  sick,  my  clothing  was 
^isadccloth,  I  humbled  my  soul  with  fasting ;  I  behaved 
^  myself  as  though  he  had  been  my  friend  or  brother  ; 
**  I  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one  that  mourneth  for  his 
^  mother/*    Nehemiah,  though  high  in  office,  the  fa- 
Tomite  of  the  king,  and  enjoying  every  personal  satis- 
fa^on,  is  distressed  because  his  ^^  brethren  are  in  af- 
^  ffiftion,  and  the  city  of  his  God  lies  waste.**   Jeremiah 
csies,  "  for  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  am 
^  I  hurt,  I  am  black ;   astonishment  has  taken  hold 
'*  on  me ;  O  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes 
^  a  founttdn  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night 
**  for  the  slain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people."    Paul 
could  '^  ask  who  ^is  weak,  and  I  am  not  weak,  who  is 
**  offended,  and  I  burn  not  ?*'  But,  Oh !  contemplate 
Him  who   "went   about   doing  good;*'    who  when 
eithausted  with  fatigue  suffered  the  moments  allotted 
to  needful  repose  to  be  invaded  without  murmuring ; 
who  "  in  all  our  afflidions  was  afHidted  ;"  who  by  an 
exquisite   sensibility  made  the  sorrows  he  beheld  his 
own ;  who  "  took  our  infirmities,  and  bare  our  sick- 
••  nesscs  ;**  who  when  he  saw  the  multitude  fainting,  and 
having  nothing  to  eat,  "had  compassion  on  them;'* 
•rho  wept  with  friends  around  the  grave  of  Lazarus, 
and  OVER  enemies  as  "  he  drew  near  the  city."    Was 
He  ever  at  "  ease  in  Zion  ?" 
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Woe  to  such  as  have  no  claim  -to  thehonour  of  clas- 
sing with  these  men  of  mercy,  headed  by  the  God"  of 
love.  You  may  perhaps  be  ready  to  congratubte  youiw 
selves ;  yoti  may  imagine  that  you  escape  much  anguish ; 
and  that  you  would  only  increase  your  sufferings  if^ 
sharing  in  tiie  grief  of  others.  Now  acknowledging 
this,  would  it  not  be  virtuous,  and  pcculiaPiy  praise- 
worthy -,  would  it  not  resemble-Him,  who  *'  pleased  not 
"  himself  i"  and  who,  "  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our 
"  sakes  became  poor  ?"  But  we  are  not  going  to  applaud 
insensibility  ;  the  tenderness  we  recommend  is  accom- 
panied  with  sensation  far  superior  to  any  the  selfish 
and  the  unfeehng  ever  experience.  If  it  is  a  source  of 
pain,  it  is  also  a  source  of  pleasure.  ITiis  'sensibility' 
gives  another  degree  of  life,  adds  a  new  sense,  enlarges 
th(-'  sphere  of  satiafafl:ion.  and  incroast^j  the  relish  of 
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iorror*  He  Iiat  no  asylumt  in  the  feelings  of  the  com* 
Hmnity,  the  happiness  of  whose  members  he  never 
sought.  When  he  faik^  there-  is  none  to  receive  him  ; 
every  iifqilication:  is  reje&ed ;  homeless  and  destitute, 
lie  hears  frojoi  many  a  merciless  lip,  ^  his  mischief  is 
f ^  rdiumed  uppn  his  own  head,  aad  hii  violent  dealing 
^  18  come  doMm  ^pon  hb  own  pate."  Seized  with  af- 
ftifdoDv  be  b  led  into  his  chamber,  but  hears  from  no 
inspiied  voke  as  he  enters,  '^  the  Lord  will  deliver  him 
^.  in  tifoe  of  trouble ;  the  Lord  will  strengthen  him  up- 
^  on  the  bed  oi  langiuishing ;  he  will  make  2^1  his  bed  in 
^hiis  sickness."  Hb  offspring  appear;  he  beholds 
^  the  de^re  of  his  eyes,  on  whose  desolate  hours  he 
^  should  h»ve  entailed  mercy ;  but  not  to  him  belongs 
^  the  promise,  his  seed  is  blessed  ;'*  no  divine  Com- 
forter saysj  ^^  leave  thy  ^therless  children,  I  ydll  pre- 
•*  serve  them  alive ;  and  let  thy  widow  trust  in  me.*' 
•^Thc  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed ;  but  the  name  of 
*^  the  wicked  shall  rot."  To  a  dying  man  there  is 
something  in  the  thought  that  he  shall  not  be  missed^ 
that  his  charafter  i^  more  perishable  than  his  body, 
that  the  door  of  life  will  be  shut  upon  him,  a^d  bolted, 
before  he  is  scarcely  out,  that  sinks  the  wretch  lower 
than  the  grave.  But  "  after  death,  the  judgment  ;'* 
:ind  his  rolling  eyes  read  inscribed  on  the  wall,  "  he 
•*  shall  have  judgment  without  mercy,  who  shewed  no 
•*  mercy.**  Have  you  courage  tq  pursue  him  further  ? 
See  him  at  the  bar  of  God ;  there  to  s^nswer  for  crimes, 
wluch  at  no  tribunal  here  are  punishable ;  he  is  tried 
tdx  being  dose-fisted  and  hard-hearted ;  and  what  fel- 
lowship  can  there  be  between  an  unfeeling  wretch, 
l}nd  a  Saviour  full  of  ^^  tender  mercy  ?  Then  shall  thf 
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"King  say  unto  tlieni  on  his  left  hand;  depart,  : ye 
*'  cursed."  Why,  we  ip-ere  not  profligate,  wc'  neVaf 
oppressed  any — '*  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  no 
"meat;  I  was  thirsty,  and  yc  gave  me  no  drink j  { 
"  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in  ;  naked,  and 
'•  ye  clothed  roe  not ;  sick,  and  in  prison,  and  ye 
"  visited  me  not."  "  Lord,  when  saw  we  thee  zOt 
"  hungred,  or  athirst,  or  z  stranger,  or  naked,  oy^ick^ 
"  or  in  prison,  and  did  not  minister  unto  thee  ?''  "  Veri- 
"  ly,  I  say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one 
"  of  tlie  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  didit  not  to  me." 

11.  Soine  "  are  at  ease  in  Zion"  from  inhdel  prh- 
SUMPTION.  If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  Scriptures, 
the  dispositions  of  the  generality  of  mankind  are  very 
unsuitable  to  their  state,  and  their  destiny.     When  we 
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believtfthat  he  ^  ad^hmreth  the  oovetous,"  and  be  easy 
m  their  -covetousness  ?  No ;  did  you  really  believe  the 
truth  of  God,  and  were  you  fully  convinced  that  all 
the  tlnrtatenings  he  has  denounced  in  his  word  will  be 
ib&lUbly/  accomplished  ;  ^  the  joints  of  your  loins 
^  would  be  hiDsed,  and  yG«>r  knees  would  smite  one 
^agaiAst  anpthjcr/'  If  you  had  the  faith  "  of  a  Noah,'' 
it  w9b14  f^aiove"  you  *^  with  fear,"  and  lead  you  to 
*5  birild  an  arf  If  you  had  only  the  faith  of  a  devil, 
you.  would  "  tremble ;"  but  you  Jiave  not  eyen  this. 
Thu3  the  wcred  writers  have  reason^  before  us. 
"  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  Gqd  ?  He  hath 
"  said  in  his  heart,  God  will  not  requite  it.''  "  They 
'^have  beSeye^  the  Lord,  and  said,  it  is  piot  He,  nei- 
^^ther  shafi  evil  coxpe  upon  us,  neither  shall  we  sec 
**  sword  dr  famine.'*  **  Because  sentence  against  an  evil 
**work  is  tiot  executed  speedily^  therefojfe  the  he^t  of 
*'tlie  sons  of  men  is  fiilly  set  in  theih  to  do  eyil.*^  Be- 
caus6  the  gallciws  is  not  in  sight  when  the  judge  pro- 
sounces  the  septence,  they  conclude  upon  their  secu- 
rity—^  whiE?^^  is  the  promise  of  hjs  coming?  all 
*^things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of 
Tthe  creation.**  "  One  generation  passeth  away,  and 
*f  anotlier  cometh ;  but  the  earth  abideth  forever.'* 
But  after  all,  what  is  this  ease  which  flows  frpni  infidel 
persuasion?  First,  it  b  obtained  with  difficulty^  For 
before  a  man,  who  designs  to  get  rest  in  this  way, 
qui  sit  down  safe  and  undisturbed,  he  has  to  prove  that 
the  Scripture  is  a  falsehood ;  he  has  to  resison  down 
every  species  of  evidence ;  he  has  to  bring  hi3  mind 
to  believe  the  strangest  improbabilities,  and  the  grossest 
CQntradi£dons }  ■  he  has  to  explain   how  weak  m^n 
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could  deliver  the  sublimest  wisdom,  or  wicked  men 
could  be  the  most  ardent  lovers-  of  virtue,  Che' most 
zealous  promoters  of  holiness ;  he  has  to  demonstrate 
that  those  persons  who  took-ootbiug  on  trust,  and  who 
made  every  kind  of  proof  thdr  srudy,  were  ^1  deceiv- 
ed where  they  professed  themselves  to  be  most  certain  j 
he  has  to  persuade  himself  that  be  is  wiser  than  the 
wisest  of  mankind  j  and  though  his  vanity  would  much 
aid  the  latter  conviAion,  yet  surely,  taldng  the  whole 
together,  it  can  be  no  inconsiderable  ta^ 

Secondly,  It  is  partisd,  and  liable  to  intinliption. 
■For  there  can  be  no  perfeft  satlsfaiKon,  without  per- 
fect certainty;  now  this,  it  is  impossible  to  t^quire. 
In  spite  of  all  his  endeavours  to  extirpate  them,  some 
remains  of  truth  will  occasionally  vex  him.    There  is 
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sii€fvs,  %h»t  God  has  suffered  them  to  wander  very  re- 
90le  from  the  truth  they  deemed  tlieir  enemy^rStxid  to 
penetralevlGir  isto  thei  darkness  they  loved.  Kerei^ 
wtoething  nore  tmen^le  than  ^y  a  spirit  of  slumber.^ 
It  19  .questioned  wheither  -it  be  possible  for  any  man  to 
beierily  an  9(heist ;  but  is  there  any  thing  too  bad  for 
&  man  to  faA  into,  when  abandoned  of  God  ?  And  is 
therm  nothing  that  can  provoke  Ck)d  to  withdraw 
lds'5a8sifltiaice  from  the  sinner  ?  Is  He  compelled  to 
accompany  him  when  he  says  ^^  depart  from  me^ 
^  for  j  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways  ?"  Is 
He  uii^ust^  because  he  does  not  force  the  inclinations 
of  a  man ;  b^t  allows  him  in  compfiance  with  his  own 
wishes  ,tp  go  alone  ?  If  there  be  an  atheist,  we  should 
cot  search  for  him  in  the  heathen  world,  but  among 
those  ^  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion."    "  For  this  people's 

heart  Is  waxed  gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hear. 

ing,  331^  their  eyes  th^y  have  closed ;  lest  at  any 
^'  time-  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
ffrtfaeir  ears,  and  should  understand  with  thei^  heart 
^  9nd  should  be  converted,  and  I  should  heal  them/' 
^.^egr  received  not  *he  love  of  the  truth,  that  they 
*^  nught  be  saved ;  and  for  this  cause,  God  shall  send 
^f  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie ; 
^.  that  ihfiy  aU  might  be  damned  who  believed  not  the 
'^  .trut^  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  Hence, 
f^urthly^  this  ease  is  fatal ;  its  duration  is  momenta- 
'Syi  it  must  end,  and  end  in  anguish  and  despair*  The 
jdebial  of  any  thing  does  not  falsify  it.  If  a  man  has 
swaUowed  poison,  his  adopting  an  opinion  that  it  can* 
fiot  Idll  him,  contributes  nothing  to  his  safety  \  aixd  it 
Is  awfiil  to  stand  and  see  his  convict;|$^  and  his  death 
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^rnktd:'    Vat,  ^  tibese  bmftttcm  ntdfoA.  or,  sin- 
phr  ^  ^  ibr  tbtw  i» V  ajtHBRATKM  dni  ^Jff^  h 

IlK'isitteiy  }^  th«re  !i49cib)f^ffl^  at «  dduaiye  (Mpa» 
4«Me  in  fdlq^iyfiy  ^  Aat^  9'.W9f' xkit^.s^^ 
l^ffight  untp  a  nna^lMtt  tltft  ai4|  pisr^  ways 

¥jitaith.]\ .  FrootkinuBcrabtB  imircw^jP  tKt^jiynhapp^'*^ 
cancfauton  drawn  {  %P  pioqft  4f^|;fton^  a4|l  ci^tiq* 
gt|iBhedpriviij3ge»|  fioq|l^^ 
tiaa  ia  w^jch  the  ^(pHttaawi  are^^^ifer  aqpgied ;  fipuni-i*' 
Ijllf^es  pbced  opposite  v^  — 

idves  witU  4>theri ;   fnm  wu&l  rrformatioiis  ;  froou^ 
hearing;  a  oumber  of   sermons ;  from  dreams;  froi 
9ud4en  unpul9esi  from  the  ap^ication  of  promises  ^ 
ftom  orthodoacy  }^  jfirom  terror  in  the  conscience ;  fronk.^: 
ftrvonr  in  the  passions;  from  spiritual  g^ts/    Theses 
are  only  ^  few  strtides  from  tl^  inventory  of  delusion^^pr 
by  which  the;  enemy  of  souls,  according  to  the  char^ 
ader  and  circumstances  of  mankind,  .^^xcites  and  en* 
coura^s  a  hope  which  will  one  day  cover  them  witht 
shame«     And  it  sometimes  ha{^ns,  that  the  same  per^ 
son  successively  occupies  many  of  these  refuges  of  lie$ 
as  he  is  expelled  by  convidion  from  one,   there  'is 
another  to  receive  him;  only  the  continuance  of  his      ' 
satisfaction  requires,  that  if  his  knowledge  increaste,      i 
every  fresh  deception  should  become  more  subtle  and 
specious.    Thus  ^  the  strong  man  armed  keepeth  his 
*^  palace ;''  and  ^Ue  this  is  the  case,  *^  his  goods  are     I 
^Mn.  peace/'     There  is  a  stillness  in  the  conscience. 
The  mind  has  no  misgiving  fears.    They  are  back-    ^ 
ward  to  self-examination;  and  wish  not  to  have  the    ^ 
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good  opinion  they  entertain  of  themselves  shaken.    If 
you  lived  tvith  them,  you  would  never  find  thex£{'  wallc- 
ing^  mournfa%  before  the  Lord;   you  would  nevcir 
hes^r  theiii  topipla^ning  of  tbeir  inward  cqpfli A,'  or 
hear  theih  asking  '^  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  f* 
'Kothing  can  be  more  dreadful  than  this  state ;  for  con- 
sider only  two  things;    first,   this  confidence  keejis 
them^frbm  looking  after  salvation.    Were  it  not  for 
this'^fidter^  they  would  be  induced  to  ftee  for  refuge; 
they  are  tod  good  to  be  saved.    Hence  says  our  Sa- 
viour,  ^'puUicans  and  harlots  shall  enter  into  tfaie 
"  kingdom  of  heaven  before**   such.     Few  ever  pre- 
tend t6  vindicate  vice ;  and  a  vigorous  charge  on  the 
<onsdence  of  the  ungodly  may  succeed ;  but  no  weap- 
on Can  penetrate  this  self-righteous  armour.    While  h& 
continues  wrapped  up  in  this  presumption,  there  is  no 
liope  of  his  conversion  ;   the  word  has  no  power  over 
liim.    Do  we  exhort  men  to  believe  ?  He  congratulates 
Jiimself  that  he  is  a  believer.     Do  we  urge  them  to  re- 
pentance ?  H£  needs  none.    Do  we  press  them  to  escape 
£x»m  the  wrath  to  come  ?  He  is  in  no  danger.     He 
"applies  to  himself  only  promises  and   privileges  to 
which  he  has  no  claim,  and  which  will  only  serve  to 
render  the  consequences  of  his  delusion  the  more  pain- 
fill.    For  this  course,  secondly,  will  terminate  in  dread- 
ful surprise  and  disappointment;   the  foolish  builder, 
who  did  not  susped  the  stability  of  the  house,  will  learn 
its  wes^ness  in  the  storm  and  the  ruins ;  the  man  is 
past  all  hope  before  he  begins  to  fear.    His  mistake 
is  cfiscovered  when  it  is  too  late  tp  be  rectified !   O 
whsit  confusion !  O  the  horrors  of  regret  and  of  de- 
mur !   ^  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  str^t  gate ;  for  many 
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**  will  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able.  When 
**once  the  master  of  the  house  is  risen  up,  and  hath 
"  shut  to  the  door,  and  ye  begin  to  stand  without,  and 
•'  knock*at  the  door,  saying,  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto 
"  us  ;  and  he  shall  answer  and  say  unto  you,  I  know 
"  you  not,  whence  you  are  ;  then  shall  ye  begin  to  say, 
•*  we  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  thy  presence,  and  thou 
"  hast  taught  in  our  streets.  But  he  shall  say,  I  tell 
*'  you  I  know  you  not,  whence  you  are  ;  depart  from 
"  nic,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.  There  shall  be  weep- 
"  ing  and  gnashing  of  teeth,  when  yc  shall  see  Abra. 
"ham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets,  in 
"  the  kingdom  of  hearen,  arid  ye  yourselves  thrust 
"  out."  My  dear  hearers,  rftmember  this  awful  caution  ; 
and  since  so  many  mistake,  "let  him  that  thinketh  he 
"  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall."     Dare  you  tru^^C 
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'•  Some  **  are  at  ease  in  Zion*'  from  practical 
PFERENCE.  You  would  much  offend  persons  of 
dafe,  were  you  to  inquire  whether  they  believed 
kriptiire  ?  They  read  it  daily ;  **  they  come  to*' 
Ednifiers  ^^  as  his  people  come;"  and  the  preacher 
intci'lhem  as  -a  very  lovely  song  of  one  that  hath 
^kafant  Voice,  and  can  play  well  on  an  inftrumcnt : 
they  hear  his  words,  but  they  do  them  not/* 
J  zee  *^  like  unto  man  beholding  his  lutural  face 
a  glafs}  for  he  beholdeth  himself,  and  goeth  his 
y,  ^  and  straitway  forgetteth  what  manner  of  man 
M^as*''  JNbr  are  these  persons  to  be  charged  sen- 
Dtally  with  Antinomianism,  or  any  other  eiTon 
^  know  the  gospel  in  theory  j  but  they  are  strangers 
\  divine  efficacy. .  Of  all  the  various  charaders  we 
to  deal  with  in  our  ministry,  these  are  the  most  un« 
Y  to  ensure  success.  When  we  endeavour  to  con- 
e  the  ignorant,  or  to  rouse  the  unthinking,  we  feel 
J  hope ;  but  i^s  for  those  of  you  who  have  heard 
rospel  from  your  infancy,  or  have  sat  under  it  long 
gh  to  learn  distinctly  and  familiarly  all  the  truths 
ntains ;  who  know  every  thing  we  can  advance ; 
believe  every  thing  we  can  prove  i  who  can  even 
ntend  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
nts,"  and  rest  satisfied  regardless  of  the  influence  of 
;  things  in  your  hearts  and  lives,  you,  you  ar^  the 
t  likely  to  drive  ministers  to  despait:.  We  preach  j 
icknowledge  atid  admire  j  but  you  discover  no  more 
ern  to  obtain  the  one  thing  needful  we  propose, 
if  you  were  persuaded  we  called  you  "  to  follow 
:unningly  devised  fable.*'  You  believe  there  is  no 
ity  in  the  creature,  and  that  satisfaction  is  to  be 
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found  in  God  only ;  the  conviAion  is  just,  but  it  is 
completely  useless ;  for  you  are  ^^  forsaldng  the  Foun- 
^<  tain  of  living  waters,  and  hewing  out  to  yourselves 
<<  broken  cisterns,  dstMfis  that  c^fi  hold  no  water/* 
Tou  confess  there  is  a  hell,  and  that  its  misery  is  ex- 
treme, but  you  never  take  one  ste|)  to  avoid  it.  We 
cryj  ^^  death  is  rapidly  broaching  you ;  and  the  Judge 
^'standeth  before  the  doort"  you  answer,  yes,  and 
slumber  on»  Tour  life  is  a  perpetual  contradidion  to 
your  creed ;  you  are  not  faappy^  aiid  contrive  not  to* 
be  miserable.  O  what  a  waAe  of  means  and  pri^eges 
have  you  occasioned!  Why  dtd  you  not  inform  us 
from  the  beginning  that  you  never  intended  to  regard 
these  things,  then  we  could  have  turned  to  others ;  you 
have  robbed  them  of  sermons  which  they  would  have 
heard  to  purpose,  and  which  you  have  heard  in  vain.. 
I  need  not  say,  you  are  not  christians,  that  you  are 
wholly  Unlike  them ;  that  you  do  not  "  war  a  good 
**  warfare  ;*'  that  you  do  not  "  run  the  race  set  before 
*'  you  ;  for  you  are  acquainted  with  all  thb  ;*'  you  do 
not  mistake  your  condition ;  you  know  you  are  in  a 
state  of  condemnation,  and  are  still  at  ease !  !  O  what 
a  paradox  are  you !  Nothing  can  be  so  hateful  to  the 
Supreme  Being  as  this  state  of  inadivity.  He  would 
you  "  were  either  cold,  or  hot."  Since  you  know 
your  Lord's  will,  and  do  it  not,  you  will  "  be  beaten 
"  with  many  stripes."  **  It  will  be  more  tolerable  for 
*'  Sodom  and  Gomorrha  in  the  day*  of  judgment  than 
*'  for  you.*'  No  instance  in  the  Scripture  b  recorded 
of  the  conversion  of  persons  in  your  peculiar  circum* 
stances.  You  are  sermon-proof.  A  Bible  has  poured 
forth  all  its  treasiures  before  you ;  it  has  thrown  down 
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at  your  feet  heaven  and  hell,  but  it  has  exdted  neither 
hope  nor  fean  Surely  you  have  reason  to  apprdiend 
diat  means  bo  long  ap^ied  in  v^n,  will  be  ^ways  use- 
less ;  for  what  (probability  is  there  that  the  word  which 
has  done  nothing  already,  should  .prove  efficacious 
now  ?  Will  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  become  keener  ? 
Will  the  remedy  acquire  more  virtue  to  heal  ? 

This 'illustration  of  our  subject  leads  us  to  suggest 
the  following  inferences. 

First,  If  "  woe  be  to  them  th^t  are  at  ease  in  Zion,"^ 
tfurely  they  are  highly  crikninal,  who  cduntenanca  arid 
promote  such  a  state.    And  of  this  hiimber  are  min- 
isters,  who  preach  so  as  never  to  give  offence,   or 
ezdte  ahurm.    '^  For  they  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the 
^  daughter  of  my  people  slightly,  saying.  Peace,  ^peace, 
'^  when  there  is  no  peace ;    therefore  shall  they  fell 
^  among  them  that  fafl  ;  in  the  time  of  their  visitation 
^  they  ^all  be  cast  down,  saith  the  Lord.^     "  A  won- 
**derftil  and  horrible  thing  is  committed  in  the  land  : 
***  the  prophets  prophesy  falsely,   and  the  priests  bear 
^  rule  by  their  means,  and  my  people  love  to  have  it 
^  so :  and  what  will  ye  do  in  the  end  thereof  ?'*     O 
liow  dreadful  will  it  be  in  the  day  of  judgement  to  hear 
the  reproach,   "  There  is  the  man  that  deceived  me, 
**  and  thereby  destroyed  me.    Cursed  watchman,  you 
•*  fieVer  announced  my  danger  till  the  enemy  had  se- 
*^  cured  his   prize."    Of  this  number   are   all  those 
3uttacters,   who  will  never  seize  an  opportunity  to 
inmtik  a  fellow-creature,  or  a  friend,'  of  his  condition  ; 
and  who  will  suffer  a  soul  to  perish,  riither  than  incur 
a  reflection,   or  a  frown,   hy  the  exercise  of   fidthful 
tendness.    "  Thou  fhalt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine 
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^haxt;  thoa  duk  m*any  wise  rebake  diy  neighbour^ 
^  and  not  rafier  sin  npon  him**' 

SecondDf,  If  '^woe-^beto  them  that  are  atdise  io? 
^TXoo^  let  none  be  frtmUed^hen  diey  find  thek 
omnectionsdistMiridd  and  alarmed  with  a  aense  of  their 
£n  and  danger.  ^^  This  aiokneM  is  not  onto  death  ;^* 
this,  padn  is  a  rign  of  retnming  fife ;  tUi  ^^want'*  wi 
make  the  prodigal  thidc  of  home^  where  *^  there  is 
«< bread  enough  and  to  spare."  When  people  of  the 
world  see  thdr  friends  and  relations  in  qMritual  anxiety^^ 
they  fear  approacldi^  derangement^  or  melancholy  ij)^^ 
they  are  eager  to  send  diem  into  company ;  or  to  dfc 
der  them  to  the  theatre.  iBut  tliose  of  us  who  have  been 
tlirough  this  ftate  of  mind  ourselves,  can  rejoice  while 
we  sympathize,  knowing  tbat  it  is  tbe  common  method 
of  the  Saviour  to  wound  before  he  heals ;  to  humble 
before  he  exalts ;  and  hoping  that  this  process  is  the 
preparation  for  that  mercy,  which  is  never  prized  till 
we  are  made  to  feel  our  misery.  Such  was  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  apostle—"  Now  I  rejoice  not  that  ye  were 
made  forry,  but  that  ye  sorrowed  to  repentance  ^ 
for  godly  forrow  worketh  repentance  to  &lvation 
not  to  be  repented  of ;  but  the  sorrow  of  the  world 
*^  worketh  death .*•' 

Thirdly,  If  "  woe  be  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion,** 
there  is  nothing  fb  much  to  be  dreaded  as  false  fecnrity 
in  religion.  I  know  that  there  are  many  alarms  which 
never  issue  in  salvation.  I  know  that  many  fear  heQ^ 
who  never  fear  sin ;  but  still  these  distressing  convictions 
are  hopeful ;  they  produce  exertions  which  may  recmve 
a  heavenly  tendency  ;  they  look  like  the  harbingers 
of  religion  y  they  sure  blossoms  if  not  fruit  ^  and  though 
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they  may  be  blighted  or  shaken  off,  we  cannot  help^  hail- 
ing them.  Some  are  afraid  of  their  trouble ;  we  wish 
they  were  afraid  of  their  peace.  They  are  glad  when 
by  company,  or  amusement,  they  have  freed  themsdves 
£roni  certain  painful  impressions ;  whereas  this  is  rather 
a  judgment,  than  a  mercy.  They  rejoice,  says  an  old 
dvine,  to  get  rid  of  a  shaking  ague,,  though  it  has  left 
diem  in  a  deep  decline.  There  is  nothing  so  fatal  as 
the  carelessness  and  indifference  of  a  man  who  was 
never  distressed  about  sin,  or  deprived  of  one  hour's 
rest,  by  saying,  "  what  have  I  done  ?'*  It  is  terrible 
when  a  man  is  firuck  with  spiritual  senselessness.  Bet- 
tor for  God  to  ruin  your  estate,  to  bereave  you  of 
your  friends,  to  destroy  your  health,  than  su&r  you 
to  have  a  ^^  seared  conscience,''  or  a  heart  ^'  hardened 
^  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin."  It  would  have 
been  well,  if  the  foolish  virgins  had  been  roused  from 
their  sleep  before  the  midnight  cry,  had  it  been  done 
even  by  the  intrusion  of  robbers.  This  induces  us  to 
l)e  so  urgent  in  this  case  ;  anxious  if  by  any  means  ta 
produce  in  you  that  salutary  alarm  which  will  lead  you 
Mxx  precaution  and  remedy  ;  and  by  destroying  the 
yeace  of  sin,  secure  to  you  "  the  peace  of  God  which 
•*  passeth  all  understanding." 

Fourthly,  If  "  woe  be  to  them  that  are  at  ease  iu 
^  Zion,"  there  is  consolation  for  them  that  are  dis- 
tressed there.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  find 
gradous  souls  filled  with  discouraging  apprehensions 
and  fears,  and  frequently  ^'  they  refuse  to  be  comfort- 
^  jed."  We  do  not  admire  and  applaud  all  their  doubts 
Vkd  their  dejections  \  but  these  psdnful  scruples  ar^ 
easily  accounted  for,  and  they  lie  on  the  safe  side  of 
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9nd  arise,  1-.  From  their  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
COOcero ;  it  is  nothing  less  than  the  everlasting  s;))^^ 
tfOB  of  tbeir  souls.  Such  a  thing  cannot  be  sti^bt^ 
'determined;  they  are  always  suspicious  j  they  c^o  ifffrtk 
ixn  suffident  certainty  ;  they  retjuire  evidence  vpbfl 
iridence.  "This  is  the  only  opportunity  to  ensiirepi 
whatt  if  I  slipuld  be  mistaken  ?"  2.  From  a  conviSioij 
of  the  deceitfulness  of  their  own  hearts,  which'T^ve 

often  imposed  i^xm  thfan.  '  s.  Ttom  7k  re^De^n 
tbat  iqany  live  wS ^  h^  t|i«r  de^rioD  \  sod  wh^t  ff 
they  should  be  of  tfie.numh^  ?  Thus  they  can  h4^^ 
argue  themselves  iqto.e^t  4nd  Jt^iite  others  do  not 
fear  at  all,  these  fear  too  much  ;  while  others  will  n($- 
perceive  thcs^^tlest  evidences  of  sin,  these  will  bardlv 
discern  the  fairest  evidences  of  grace.  Both  are  blame- 
able,  Imt  they  aiw  not  et^ij^y  dangerous.  T^e  on« 
loses  lus  peace  for  .a  time ;'  the  other  loses  1\ts  soul'  for 
ever.  It  is  betten*  to  have  a  burdened,  than  a  benumb' 
ed  conscience ;  it  ia  better  to  have  a  scrupulous,  than 
3  hcentious  mind  ;  they  are'  not  likely  to  perish,  who 
are"  afraid  of  perishing.  But  after  all,  christians,  youf 
God  is  concerned,  not  only  for  your  safety,  but  for 
your  happiness ;  and  many  advantages  would  arise 
from  your  spiritual  joy.  5esus  is  *'  appointed  unto 
**  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  £^ve  them  beauty  for 
**  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment 
*'  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness."  He  has  promis* 
ed  *'  another  Comforter,  who  shall  atude  with  you  for 
"  ever."  He  has  written  this  book  for  your  **  leam- 
**  ing,  that  you  through  patience  and  comfort  of  the 
*<  Scriptures  might  have  hope."    To  bis  wioi^ers  I^ 
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has  said,  **  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people  ;'*  O 
that  I  could  now  execute  my  commission ;  O  that  I 
had  the  tongue  of  the  learned^  and  could  speak  a  wor4 
in  seasoin,  to  him  that  is  weary  ;  O  that  I  could  remove 
all  your  groundless  fears  and  distressing  jealousies ;  O 
that  I  could  place  the  promises  within  your  view,  and 
within  your  reach.    ^^  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for 

•  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  ^'  Blessed  are 
**they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted." 
f^  Blessed  are  they  that  do  hunger  and  thirst  after 
^.righteousness,   for  they  shall  be  filled"    ^^  Blessed 

*  are  the  n^erciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy."  Re- 
member ^  the  sacrifices  of  Qod  are  a  broken  spirit ;  a 
^  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  God  will  not  despise." 
lUmember  the  dawn  is  the  pledge  and  the  beginning 
i)(  day*  Remember  your  desires  are  an  evidence  of 
JKxnething  good,  and  an  ^^  assurance  of  something  bet- 
"^  ter."     "  Now  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and 

<*€rod  even  our  Father,   which  hath  loved  us,  and 
^  hath  given  us  everlasting  consolation  and  good  hope 
^through  grace,   comfort  your  hearts,   and  establish 
^yoij  in  every  good  word  and  work."    Amen. 


Bb 


^) 


Joshua  xiil.  1- 


^Tntim  nBMAtuKm  rsr  fEnr  Mi'ca  i-4tttf 

— SUCH  **^  *''^  addrea 
ua ;  nor  was  it  vam.  It  stirred  "  xi\ 
*'  by  way  of  remembrance  ;"  and  ha 
"  the  whole  congregation  ot'  th?  cMd 
"  gether  at  SliUoh,"  he  said  unto  th 
*'  are  ye  slack  to  go  to  possess  the  lane 
**  God  of  your  fathers  hath  given  you 
have  marched  forward,  advancing  tl: 
extremities  of  the  promised  possession, 
own  by  divine  grant ;  and  they  had 
When  they  entered,  they  burned  w 
day  was  distinguished  by  some  fresh 
went  '*  from  conquering  to  conquer.*' 
vour  soon  cooled,  their  courage  soon  I 
fied  with  an  imperfect  acquisition,  the^ 
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Saviour  had  received  ^'ali  power  in  haaven  and  i 
'<  earth ,"  for  the  purpose  of  q;>iritual  empire ;  he  sait 
jto  his  disajdes,  ^  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
"  the  gospel  to  every  creature  j"  "  go  ye,  and  teach 
^*  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  I^a- 
^'  ther,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and,  lo ! 
"  I  am  with  yoju  alw^y§  even  to  the  end  of  the  world/' 
Thus  clear,  and  thus  extensive  was  their  commission. 
They  were  to  subdue  a  rebellious  globe  "  to  the  obedi- 
"  ence  of  faith.*'     This  alone  was  to  circumscribe,  and 

m 

to  terminate  their  exertions.     They  began  well.     The 
company  of  the  publishers  flew  like  angels,  having  the 
everlasting  gospel  to  preach  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eartli.     From  Jerusalem  they  proceeded  in  all  direc^ 
tioos,  like  the  Unes  pf  a  circle  from  the  centre.     Com- 
mendng  in  Judea,  they  soon  spread  over  ;ill  ralectjin^., 
entered  the  contiguous  countries  in  Asia,  visited  the 
isles,  reached  Europe.     And  successively  the  banners 
of  the  cross  were  lUspIayed,  in  province  b.eyojnd  prov^ 
ince,  and  in  clime  beyond  clime.     But  instead  of  con- 
tinuing their  glorious  career,  after  a  while  they  looked 
lack,  and  were  satisfied  with  their  progress  ;  they  pre- 
iFerred  ease  to  acquisition  ;   they  began  to  divide  the 
s^poil  they  had  gained  ;  they  often  turned  their  arms 
against  each  other,   while  the  enemy  pressing  upon 
them,  frequently  obliged  them  to  contract  their  limits, 
^nd  to  change  their  .position.  Since  then,  their  cause 
has  not  prospered ;  and  many  a  judgment  has  been  in- 
flided,  to  awaken  them  to  a  sense  of  their  sin,  and  a 
conviction  of  their  duty.     Many  a  voice  has  been  rais- 
ed in  vain  j  calling  upon  them  to  arise  and  go  forward ; 
wmindinj^  them  th:\t  is  w:is  all  purchased  and  promi'i- 


«d  coantry;  tbtt  the  **lieat&;eD"  vas  destined  to  be 
« their  inherit»ice,  suid  the  uttermost  puts  of  the 
"mth"  were  t«  becottiie  **  their  pbasessioD.'  Vlzj 
ve  hope,  that  at  length  tb6  ^ce  of  God  is  begimung 
to  be  heard  i  ttkid  that  Ws  meMesgai^  qireading  abroad 
to  the  east,  and  to  the  imt)  ta  the  n<uth,  and  to  the 
south,  his  '*  glory  shoK  be  i«v^Iad|  aad  afi  flesh  shafl 
*'  see  it  together  ?"  MAy  die  Lnd  ^aaea  it  in  lus  time! 
And  to  draw  neftfer  the  desiga  xi  this  cKscourse, 
christians,  God  hv  assigtied  you  a  ^oiitnis  portioa. 
"The  lines  are  bSen  -to"  you  **ia  pleasant  pihoes; 
*•  yea,"  ytfu  "  have  a  goodly  heritage.*'  Opening  bs- 
ifbre  you  the  discovnibs  of  rerehtioa.  He  sud.  Hake 
all  this  your  oWn ;  advtuice  ;  leave  nothing  unpossessed. 
At  first  you  were  filled  with  spiritual  ardour.    Too 
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^  Part  L    Tes,  christians,   there  remaineth  yrt 
VERY   MUCH  LAND  TO  BE  POSSESSED  ;  .inany'ocities 
ahd  strong  lidds,   many  fine  plains,  and  ^^  springs  of 
**  water/'  many  beautifal  valleys,  and  very  •*  fruitful 
**  bilk v-or,  to  speak  less  in  figure,  much  of  your  re- 
ligion is  unattained,' unoccupied,  unenjoyed  ;  you  are 
6r  froiif  its  boundaries.      Very  little  of  it  indeed  do 
soirie  c^  you  poffess  ;  you  command  only  a  small,  in- 
consdevahle  comer,  scarcely  affording  you  a  subfift* 
eocK     But  I  make  no  diftin£tions ;  I  addrefs  mysielf 
even  to  those  of  you,  who  have  made  the  greatest  pro^ 
ipresB  in  t\ie  divine  life.     And  surely  it  is  not  difficult  to 
make  you  setifible  of  your  remaining  deficiencies.— 
I)raw  near  those  illustrious  characters,  whose  history 
IS  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth.     Compare  your- 
sdves  with  those  finished  likenesses  of  christians,  which 
an  infalKUe  pencil  has  given  us  in  the  gospelT    Ob- 
serve well  the  sublime  intention  of  the  gracious  dispen^ 
sation  under  which  you  live,  and  which  is  nothing  less 
tiian  to  make  you  ^^  partakers  of  the  divine  natore," 
to  enable  you  to  live  ^'  the  life  of  God,'*  and  to  ren* 
der  you  **  perfect,  even   as  your  Father  which  is  in 
*•  heaven  is  perfect." 

Take  a  survey  of  your  religion  ;  \  would  examine 
you  with  regard  to  three  articles,  which  have  a  de- 
pendence on  each  other,  and  in  each  of  which  you 
^  be  found  "  to  come"  woefully  "  short.*' 

Krst,  Consider  your  knowledge.     While  you  are 

men  in  years,  are  you  not  "  children  in  understand- 

'*ing  ?*'     You  have  been  liberally  favoured  with  the 

means  of  information.    Do  you  possess  all  you  should 

have  known ;  and  all  you  could  have  known  ?  After 
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so  many  years  of  hearing,  what  additions  have  yoa 
;nadc  to  your  stores  ?  Are  you  filled  with  holy  pru- 
dence to  "  ponder  the  padi  of  year  feet,"  to  »'  look 
"  well  to  your  goings,"  an4  to  discern  snares  where 
there  is  no  appearance  of  danger  ?  Do  you  **  walk 
"circumspectly,"  "not  as  fools,  but  as  wise  ?"  Jtlave 
^u  a  sufficiency  oi  h,oly  wisdom  to"  **  rule  well  your 
**  own  houses,"  and  to  **  train  up  your  children  in  the 
'*  nurture  and  admonidon  of  t^e  Lord  ?*  Are  you  able 
to  "give  to  every  mau  that  asketli  you,  a' reason  of 
"  the  hope  that  is  in  you  ?"  Can  you  apply  general 
^rindples  to  particular  cases  ?  Can  you  rccondle 
j)romiscs  and  providences  when  they  seem  adverse  to 
cacli  other  ?  Does  **  the  word  of  Christ  dfvell  In  yo|| 
*'  RICHLY  in  ALL  wisdom  ?"  Have  you  clear,  com- 
bining,  and  impressive  views  of  any  truth  of  the  Scrip- 


Skiu  xj  Otf  Progress  in  Religion.  207 

**  an  end  ■,**  but  he  viewed  this  as  incontprehcDfiUv 
and  bouadleifl  ;  here  he  saw  room  for  unceafing  jwo^ 
rels  ;  here  he  knew  frelh  beauties  and  glories  wtmkf 
be  perpetually  discovered^  to  reward  the  humble  and 
active  enquirer.  And  why  fhould  we  ftand  in  this  e» 
teniive  4nuilry,  and  su&r  a  man,  iaUibte  like  ourselves, 
and  ^h  no  better  sources  of  information,  to  mark  w 
off  a  wee  only  of  the  sacred  soil^  to  draw  around  us  ai 
circle/^er  which  we  are  made  to  promise  never  to 
ftep?  iMKr,  O  son  of  Abraham,  the  voice  of  thy  God; 
**  Go  thnnirii  the  land  in  the  length  and  the  breadtb 
**  of  it,  for  \d  thee  have  I  given  it."  Hear  the  language 
of  one  of  his  servants  ;  O  ye  Hebrews,  "  ye  are  duff 
"  of  hearing :  for  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be 
*"  teachers,  ye  have  need  that  one  teach  you  again, 
*•  which  be  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God ; 
*'  and  are  become  such  as  have  need  of  inilk,  and  not 
*'  of  ftrong  drink.  For  every  one  that  ufeth  milk  is 
"  unskilfiil  in  the  word  of  righteoufiiefs :  for  he  is  a 
"  babe.  But  flrong  meat  belongeth  to,  them,  that  are  . 
**  of  full  age,  even  thofe  who  by  reafon  of  ufe,  have 
"  their  fenfes  excrcifcd  to  dilcern  both  good  and  cvi). 
**  Therefore  leaving  tlie  principles  of  the  doftrine  of 
"  Chrifi,  let  us  go  on  unto  pcrfeftion."  He  means 
perfedion  in  knowledge  ;  he  would  not  have  us  con- 
fine oar  attention  perpetually  to  a  few  particular  parts ; 
orto  ufe  his  own  image,  would  not  have  us  to  be  aU 
wa^  "  laying  again  the  foundation,"  iiiftead  of.golng 
on. with  the  superftrufhire  J  but,  alas!  when  will  the 
underftandings  of  our  people  suffer  us  to  extend  our 
views  ?  When  will  they  roufe  up  their  minds,  and  ex> 
ert  their  focukies  to  take  in  something  beyond  a  few 
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— SUCH  was  flie  address  of  God  to  Josh"- 

,  nor  was  it  Tain.     It  stirred  "  up  his  pure  mind 

ly  way  of  remembrance ;"  and  having  "  assembled 

Hie  whole  congregation  of  th?  driidren  of  Israel  to- 

iether  at  Sliiloh,"  he  said  unto  them,  "  How  long 

Ire  ye  slack  to  go  to  possess  the  land  which  the  Lord 

pod  of  your  fathers  hath  given  you  ?"     They  should 

:  marched  forward,  advancing  their  arms  to  the 

Iremities  of  the  promised  possession.     It  was  all  theo" 

by  divine  grant ;  and  they  had  only  to  seize  it. 

pen  they  entered,    they  burned  with  zeal ;    every 
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:Saviaar  had  received  ^'all  power  in  heaven  and  ii. 
.<<  earth »"  for  the  purpose  of  q;>iritual  empire.;  he  said 
Xq  his  disdjdes,  ^^  Go  ye  into  all  the  worlds  and  preach 
"  the  gospel  to  every  creature  ;'*  *•  go  ye,  and  teach 
^'  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  l^a- 
^^  ther,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and,  lo ! 
"  I  am  ynih  yoju  alw^y§  even  to  the  end  of  the  world." 
Thus  clear,  and  thus  extensive  was  their  commission. 
They  were  to  subdue  a  rebellious  globe  "  to  the  obedi- 
"  ence  of  faith.*'     This  alone  was  to  x:ircumscribe,  and 
to  terminate  their  exertions.     They  began  well.    The 
company  of  tlie  publishers  flew  like  angels,  having  the 
everlasting  gospel  to  preach  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.     From  Jerusalem  they  proceeded  in  all  direc^ 
tioos,  like  the  Hnes  .of  a  circle  from  the  centre.     Com- 
'inendng  in  Judea,  they  soon  spread  over  all  PaleBtinq:^ 
entered  the  confl^ous  countries  in  Asia,  visited  the 
isles,  reached  Europe.     And  successively  the  banners 
of  the  cross  were  displayed,  in  province  bjeyqind  prov^ 
5incc,  and  in  clime  beyond  clime.     But  instead  of  con-: 
"tinning  their  glorious  career,  after  a  while  they  looked 
^l>ack,  and  were  satisfied  with  their  progress  ;  they  pre- 
iierred  ease  to  acquisition  ;  they  began  to  divide  the 
5y)oil  they  had  gained  ;  they  often  turned  their  arms 
against  each  other,   while  the  enemy  pressing  upon 
^hem,  frequently  obliged  them  to  contract  their  limits, 
^nd  to  change  their  position.  Since  then,  their  cause 
^as  not  prospered ;  and  many  a  judgment  has  been  in- 
fiided,  to  awaken  them  to  a  sense  of  their  sin,  and  a 
Conviction  of  their  duty.     Many  a  voice  has  been  rais- 
ed in  vain  j  calling  upon  them  to  arise  and  go  forward ; 
Kmindin^  them  that  is  wis  all  purchased  and  proniis- 
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ed  counti7 ;  that  the  "  heathen"  was  destined  to  be 
"  their  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
"  earth"  were  to  become  **  their  possession."  May 
we  hope,  that  at  length  the  voice  of  God  is  beginning 
to  be  heard  ?  and  that  his  messengers,  spreading  abroad 
to  the  east,  and  to  the  west,  to  the  north,  and  to  the 
south,  his  "glory  shall  be  revealed,  and  aU  flesh  shall 
" see  it  together  ?'  Mpy  the  Lord  hasten  it  in  his  time. 
And  to  draw  nearer  the  design  of  this  discourse, 
christians,  God  h^s  assigned  you  a  glorious  portion. 
"The  hnes  are  fallen  to"  you  "in  pleasant  places; 
"  yea,"  you  "  have  a  goodly  heritage.''  Opening  be- 
fore you  the  discoveries  of  revelation,  He  said.  Make 
all  this  your  own  ;  advance  j  leave  nothing  unpossessed. 
At  first  you  were  filled  with  spiritual  ardour.  You 
bid  "aside  e\'ery  weight."     You  were  seen  on  the  liill 
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^  Part  L    Tes,  christians,   there  remaihsts^  ybt 

VERY     MUCH    LAND    TO    BE    "POSSESSED  ;    .maDyoiitieS 

aAd  strong  lidds,  nvany  fine  plains,  and  '^  springs  td 
**  water,"  many  beautiful  valleys,  and  very  •^fruitful 
^<  bil]s'*i^— or,  to  speak  less  in  figure^  much  of  your  re^. 
ligion  is  unattained,*  unoccupied,  unenjoyed  ;  you  are 
farfroiirfits  boundaries.  Very  little  of  it  indeed  do 
some  of  yoti  poffess  ;  you  command  only  a  small,  in* 
con»derable  comer,  scarcely  affording  you  a  subfift*^ 
encK  But  I  make  no  diftin^lions ;  I  addrefs  mysdf 
even  to  those  of  you,  who  have  made  the  greatest  pro* 
^es8  in  the  divine  life.  And  surely  it  is  not  difficult  to 
make  you  seiifible  of  your  remaining  deficiencies*— ^ 
I)nw  near  those  illustrious  characters,  whose  history 
is  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  Compare  your- 
selves with  those  finished  likenesses  of  christians,  which 
an  infidHible  pencil  has  given  us  in  the  gospelf  Ob- 
serve well  the  sublime  intention  of  the  gracious  dispen* 
sation  under  which  you  live,  and  which  is  nothing  less 
than  to  make  you  ^'  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,** 
to  enable  you  to  live  "  the  life  of  God,"'  and  to  ren- 
der you  **  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
^  heaven  is  perfect." 

Take  a  survey  of  your  religion  j  \  would  examine 
"you  with  regard  to  three  articles,    which  have  a  de- 
"^lendence  on  each  other,  and  in  each  of  which  you 
^%wll  be  found  "  to  come*'  woefully  "  short.*' 

Rrst,  Consider  your  knowledge.     While  you  are 

xnen  in  years,  are  you  not  ^^  children  in  ynderstand- 

•*  bg  ?"     You  have  been  liberally  favoured  with  the 

tneans  of  information.    Do  you  possess  all  you  should 

have  known ;  and  all  you  could  have  known  ?  After 


i 


On  Progress  in  Reii^ion. 


{Ser.  X. 


I  many  years  of  hearing,  what  additions  have  yon 
liade  to  your  stores  ?  Are  you  filled  with  holy  pru- 
o  "  ponder  the  path  of  your  feet,"  to  "  look 
I  well  to  your  goings,"  an<J  to  discern  snares  where 
lere  is  no  appearance  of  djngar  ?  Do  you  "  walk 
I  circumspectly,"  "not  as  fools,  but  as  wise  ?"  J-Iave 
sufficiency  of  holy  wisdom  to'  "  rule  well  your 
I  own  houses,"  and  to  "  trwn  up  your  children  in  the 
lirarturc  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ?"'  Are  you  able 
*  give  to  every  man  that  asketh  you,  a' reason  of 
I  the  hope  that  is  in  you  ?"  Can  you  apply  general 
rinciples  to  particular  cases  ?  Can  you  reconcile 
Jromiscs  and  providences  when  they  seem  adverse  to 
pch  other  ?  Docs  "  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you 
CHLY  in  ALL  wisdom?"  Have  you  clear,  com- 
iig,  and  impressive  views  of  any  truth  of  the  Scrip- 
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'^  an  end ;''  but  he  viewed  this  as  incoiAprehenfibl 
and  boundlefi  ;  h«re  he  saw  room  for  unceafing  prog 
rels  ;  here  he  Imew  frefli  beauties  and  glories  would 
be  perpetually  discovered,  to  reward  the  humble  and 
active  enquiren  And  why  ihould  we  ftand  in  this  ex^ 
tekiiive  country,  and  suflfer  a  man,  fallible  like  ourselves, 
had  with  no  better  sources  of  infopmation,  to  mark  U9 
/  off  a  piece  only  of  the  sacred  soil,  to  draw  around  us  a 
•v  circle,  over  which  we  are  made  to  promise  never  to 
*^p  ?  Hear,  O  son  of  Abraham,  the  voice  of  thy  God  r 
*^^S(o  through  the  land  in  the  length  and  the  breadth 
•*  of  k,  for  to  thee  have  I  given  it."  Hear  the  language 
of  on^  of  his  servants  ;  O  ye  Hebrews,  "ye  are  dull 
"  of  hearing :  for  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be 
^  teachers,  ye  have  need  that  one  teach  you  agaun» 
"  which  be  the  firft  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God ; 
^'  and  are  become  such  as  have  need  of  milk,  and  not 
•*  of  firong  drink.  For  every  one  that  ufeth  milk  is 
^^  unskilful  in  the  word  of  righteoufhcfs :  for  he  is  a 
"  babe.  But  ftrong  meat  belongeth  to  them,  that  are 
**  of  full  age,  even  thofe  who  by  realbn  of  ufe,  have 
"  their  fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  evil. 
"  Therefore  leaving  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  ot 
"  Chrifi,  let  us  go  on  unto  perfeftion.'*  lie  means 
perfedion  in  knowledge  ;  he  would  not  have  us  con- 
fine our  attention  perpetually  to  a  few  particular  parts  ; 
or  to  ufe  his  own  imaj^e,  would  not  have  us  to  be  al- 
ways *'  laying  again  the  foundation,"  inftead  of. going 
on  with  the  superftrufture  ;  but,  alas!  when  will  the 
underilandings  of  our  people  suffer  us  to  extend  our 
views  ?  When  will  they  roufe  up  their  minds,  and  ex^ 
^t  their  faculties  to  take  in  something  beyond  a  few 
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J.place    reSefljops,    which  they   havp    Bearti^__ 
iithout  number?    Why  willihey  always  con- 
i  l(?  abit^e  near  ^"  the  firfl  principles  of  tlie  Sr- 

'" 'hy  wifl  they  ror 


:  God  ;"  or  if  we  advance,  why  i 


■accompany  us  one  degree  beyond  them  ?' 

,  Observe  your  holines^.    For  t^e  knowl- 
pf  persons  may  surpass  their  '  e^iperience,  and' 'a 
1  in  gifts  is  very  diftinguil^ble  from  agrdwth 
Review  then  your  sanftification  j  and  sitf- 
;  to  ask,  have  you  no  remaining  corruptions  to      ■■ 
lie?  Are  your  pafflons  entirely  under  the  contrtW  — i 
lasoh?  Are  your  afFeftions  allheiVenly  ?  Aw'^j^  ~^_ 
lucified  to  the  wofid  ?"    Have  you  no  tinaue  r^rd 

tio  improper  esqjeftatton  irom  it  ?    Are' "you  '     - 
►erly  atFeAed  with  the  evU  of  sin  ?    Do  you  abKoi"         ' 
I  over  ir,  watch  agiinft  it?    Do  you  "  defly 
ipursclves,  and  take  up  your  cross,  and  fbllow''  le-     ~— 
'  without  the  camp,"     gladly   "  bearing  hiS  fc'-   '^— 
fproach  ?•'     Is  your  obedience  universal,  unvafying,  .^« 
Have    you  fully  imbibed  the   tempers    crf'^B' 
:  there  no  deficiencies  perceivable  -^^ 
"  ftrong  in      -* 
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"judgment  with  thy  servant :   my  soul  cleaveth  to  the* 
^dust:    O  wretch^  man  that  I  am:   perfed  that 
^  which  GGudofcrneth' me;   thy  inercy,;  O  Lord,  en- 
«<  ditfetlt  jSbr  e^er ;  forsake  not  the  work  of  thine  own , 
^  hands^",^ 

Hiirdly,   Tlunk  of  yoiir  pr1vil£c>eb.    Tfa6se  af^ 
innumend^Ie  and  invaluable.     It  is  the  privilege  of 
clirisdans   to   have    ^*  exceeding  g^eat    and   precioos 
^^  promisies.*'    It  is  tlie  privilege  of  christians  td  ^^  be 
^'careful  for  nothing."     It  is  the  privilege  of  chris- 
tiaas  to  "enter  into  rest.''     It  is  the  privilege  of 
christians  to  ^*  Have  p^ace  with  God  through  our  Lord 
^  Jesus  Christ.**     It  is  the  privilege  of  christians  to 
^;..walk  all  day  in  the  light  of  his  countenance ;''  to 
**  t^oice  in  the  Lord  always  ;*'   to  "  rejoice  in  him 
"  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full,  of  glory/*     it  is  the 
privilege  of  christians  to  **  count  it  all  joy  when  they 
**  iall  into  divers  temptations  j"  and  to  *'  glory  in  tri- 
**  bulatioh  also  i"  and  all  this  lias  been  exemplified ;  men 
have  *'  received  the  gospel  in  much  affliftion,  with  joy 
*'  of  the  Holy  Ghost  j"  they,  have  "  taken  pleasure  iii 
^'infirmities,  lit  reproaches,  in  necessities,  in  persecu- 
**  tions;  m  distresses  for  Christ's  sake  j"  they  "  have 
"  taken  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goods ;"   they 
have  approached  the  flames  with  rapture ;    they  havd 
loved  and  longed  for  '^  his  appearing."      But  Where 
Ire  you  ?    Always  irl  darkness  and  alarms  ^    always 
among  thorns  and  briars  j  always  murmuring  and  com* 
plaining  ;  having  religion  enough  to  make  you  misenu 
Ifle,  but  not  enough  to  make  you  happy.     Do  you  be- 
long to  the  same  community?    Have  you  th^  same 
privileges  with  them?  the  same  heaven  with  th^mf 

Cc 
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the  same  God  with  them  ?  ihe  same  Comforter  with 
them  ?  What  should  wc  thiftk  of  all  the  lii^  fnuses 
of  teligion,  if  it  had  no  more  consolatiwt  atid  pteasuW 
(0  affcrrd  than  you  possess  ?  "Hius  whether  we  exam- 
ine your  knowledge,  or  your  holiness,  or  your  privi- 
leges, it  'WiU  appear  that  much  lies  still  before  you  ; 
much  to  understand ;  much  to  perform;  much  to  cn- 
je»y.  Week  after  week,  year  atcer  year,  God  comes 
to  observe  your  progress,  and  Bnds  you,  if  not'  drawn 
back,  fixed  in  the  place  you  -occupied  before. 

Part  if.  And  whence  is  this  ?  Why  will  you  suffer 
all  this  remaining  region  to  be  unpossessed  ?  How  shall 
I  awaken  you  from  your  negligence,  and  cunvin<^  yuu 
of  the  PROPRIETY  ant^,  NECESSITY  of  making  .Fjk£SH 

AND  CONTINUAL  ADVANCES  ?  .  r 


SsR*  a^3  Qft  Progress  in  Relighnh  fiii 

,ffS«€pn<fiy9  'l:7VOuld  surround  *you  with  all  the  iNh- 
^ss.empkif  ed  by  the  sacred  writers^  when  they  would 
^|(^sci:*^  the  ffiUnxB  of  a  religious  life«  For  whi^  of 
tham^dq^  AOt  ifi^ply  progress^ .  and  remind  ys  <^-the 
ii9p(M'^Cc  ^f  ^pdiminished  ardour  and  unceasing  ex.- 
ertiQSkjf'  M  it  >'  the  shining  light  !*; ,  This  ^^  shines 
^^^giQfp;  yUid  WQre  unto  the  perfect  -day.".  Is-  it  the 
growing  graiq  ?  Behold  ^^  first  the  Uade,  then  the  ear, 
after  'that  the  full  corn  in  th^  ear."  Is  it  the  oius* 
lard-seed?,  What  though  ks  beginning  be  small, 
^'  when  It  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatest  among  herbs,  and 
^*becometh'  "a  treej  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air 
^  cbme  and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof."  ;  Is  it  leav- 
en ?  It  penrides  ^^  t  he  meal,  till  the  whole  be  leavf> 
^  etied/'  Is  the  christian  a  scholar ;  and  b  he  only  to 
retain  what  he  has  already  acquired'?  Is  he  running  a 
race ;  and  in  the  middle  of  his  course  does  he  sit  down 
to  rest^  or  step  aside  to  gather  flowers  ?  Is  he^a  warri- 
or ;  and  does  be  sl^ep  not  only  in  the  field,  but  eveii 
m  the.  acUon  ? 

Thirdly,  I  would  call  forth  f^xamplus  ju  your 
presence.  They  teach  you  the  sanie  truth — '^^o  said, 
*'  I  beseech  thee,  shew  me  thy  glory  ?"  A  roan,  who 
liad  *•  fijeen  God  face  to  face/*  Who  prayed,  "  teach 
^*=lne  thy  statutes:"  "open  thou  mine  eyes,  that 
**  I  may  behold  wondrous  tWngs  out  of  thy  law  ?"  A 
ttaan,  who  h^d  '^  more  understanding  thai>"  all  his 
**  teachers  ;'^  a  man,  who  "  understood  more  tlian  the 
f^  ancients."  It  is  needless  to  multiply  instances..  Per* 
]i9ps  no  man  eyer  carried  religion  to  higher  degrees ; 
perhaps  no  individual  had.  ever  so  much  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  his  proficiency  as  th^  apostle  Paul ;  but 
Jiear  his  language  to  the  Philippians  j    "  Brethren,   I 
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"  count  not  myself  fb  have  apprehended  :  but  thw  orirf 
"  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind." 

And  what  things,  to  lise  the  words  of  an  admtred' 
preacher,  had  he  to  forget!  The  churches  he  had.e»- 
tablished,  the  serinons  he  had  preached  j  his  prayers 
and  epistles  ;  jouroeya  and  perils  j  unexampled  labours  ; 
the  abundance  of  his  revelations,  his  entering  the  third 
heaven,  all  this,  says  he,  '*  is  behind  j"  all  this  I  deem, 
unworthy  of  recolleftion,  compared  with'  the.  -future,. 
I  am  reaching  forth  unto  "  those  things  which  are  be- 
*'  fore  ;  I  press  toward  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  my 
"  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  And  have 
we  "attained;"  are  we  **  already  perfect  ?"  Andshatl 
we  leave  off  to  make  advances  ?    Shall  we  be  satisfied 

with  our  trifling  acquisitions? 

Fourthly,    I   would   hold  up  to  view  the  advahta- 


bKnd,  biadftig  up  the.  bFoken-keart^d.  j^th^ripor* 
grace 'lie  pcssesste,  the  nore  qualified  AiHll.  he  be  for 
ibcfufauBs;  'tBe  nlore^'will  he  be  disposed  and  enaUod 
todogdod  *      -     >   .'  :  7- 

■ 

""  A  chridtmn  should  be  concerned  for  his  own  prospei^^ 
itf  f^JoA iatA  heto  learn- Svherein  it  consists  ?  Ncsed ke 
be  ttAdL  that  adding  grace  to  grace,  is  adding  ^'  strengcb 
•*  \S'' strength/*  dignity  to  dignity, 'beadty  to  beaut ^^ 
jcff  tdjoy  1^'It  IS  wi(h  the  christiiain,  a3  it  is  with  ^he  itiaiii 
thtxSiSei^e  more  he  acqidres,^  the  niore  he  ili  enabled 
toi|;ain  ;*  i^ery  increase  is  not  only*  a  possession,  but  a 
ca|]b^tyr"  '' To  him  that  hath,  shall  be  ffv'in,  ^dhd 
^'ithaU  fi^Ve  more  ibundantly ;  but  from  hint  that  hatft 
^^  ribtjHlbSi  be  taken  away,^even  that  which  he  seenieth 
•*  to  have.'*  The  more  sin  is  thortified  iii  us,  the  lesi 
ygfiXL  the  ^  prince  of  this  world  find"  to  encourage  his 
approach'^  the  less  susceptible  shall  we  be  of  temptation 
in  the  sc^es  of  danger  through  which  we  pass.  There 
U  sovietiiliig'  very  attra.dive  and  plcafing  ie  progress^ 
Ife'i&  a|^eeable  to  observe  a  ftatety  edifice  rifing  up 
from  the  deep  bafis,  and  becoming  a  beautiful  mansion. 
it  is  entertaining  to  see  the  rough  outline  of  a  pifture^ 
£lled  andfiniflied.  It  is  firiking  in  the  g9.rden,  to  be- 
lic^d  the  tree  renewing  signs  of  lifs  ;  to  Aiark  the  ex- 
panding foliage,  the  opening  bud^  (he  lovely  blossom, 
the  swelling,  colouring,  ripening,  fruin  And  where  . 
is  jKe  iather,  where  is  the  mother,  who  has  not  spark- 
le^f^idth  delight, .  while  contemplating  the  child  grow* 
iDg^in  ftature ;  acquiring  by  degrees  the  use  of  its  ten- 
der limbs ;  beginning  to  totter,  and  then  to  walk  more 
firmly ;  the  pointing  finger  succeeded  by  the  prattling 
Wgue  ;   curiosity  Iwakened ;  reason  dawning  ;  ne\^ 
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the  moft  tmiversally  natural  te  all  maokiitd*  t^iey 
discover  it  to  be  bodily  exercise  ;  ftill  more  with  r^- 
gard  to  mental  application;  but  it  appears. moft  of  all 
in  religious  pursuits.  Upon  this  principle  many  are 
influenced  ia  their  choice  of  preachers,  and  in  their 
adoption  of  sentiments.  This  makes  them  fonder  of 
speculations,  which  bear  vety  softly  upon  the  heart  and 
life^  than  of  those  truths  which  inculcate  a  holy  prac, 
tice.  They  find  it  eafier  to  hear  weekly  a  number  of 
sermons,  than  to  teach  their  children  the  duties  of  thft 
gospel,  and  to  maintain  serious  devotion  in  their  fam> 
ilies,  and  in  their  closets.  Man  loves  indulgepce  ; 
he  needs  a  illmuliis  to  make  him  afise  from  the  bed  of 
sloth,  to  exert  his  faculties,  and  to  employ  the  means 
of  which  he  is  possessed.  And  one  would  natui^Iy 
conclude  that  in  religion  he  would  find  it.     As  he  sits:^ 
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they  he'H^cnis  in  trifles,  and  we  remain  cold  and  mo- 
HibMess  in  matters  of  endless  importance  ?  Or  do  you 
Khagine  <fflig(ehce  is  unnecessary  ?  But  does  not  every 
thing  ifSlmbXe  require  labour  I .  Do  we  ever  highly  es- 
tl^em  ^hat  which  costs  us  n'Othing?  Indolence  never 
tjodglb  br^'iows;  therefore  never  reaps.  It  nevl^r 
plants' of  prunes,  and  therefore  never  gathers  the  clus- 
ters of'the  grapes ;  nothing  great  was  ever  performed  by 
it ;  ndi^hing  great  was  ever  possessed  by  it.  **  The  soul 
^ot'tHe  diligent"  only  "shall  be  made  fet."  "Win 
*^  and'Vdar  it/'  says  Bishop  I^atimer,  "  is  inscribed  oh 
•'thte  cnrihi  of  glory  which  fi^ideth  not  away.*'  Be 
lUcBred,  ^^  Vouf  strength  e  not  to  sit  still :"  "  be  not 
•■^lotTiiEuI,  bttt  followers  of  them  who  through  faith 
^'  aitti^|yitiencer  mherh  the  promises.** 

Secondly,   Beware  of  diversion.    Dischare  your- 

ik\{  as'  ihtich  as  possible  from  superfluous  cares.    Dis- 

l{uig&f^  between   diligence  in  lawful  business,    and 

^'en  tan^;flAg  yourselves  in  the  afiairs  of  this  life.'^ 

This  sonietimes  arises  from  a  multiplicity  of  concerns, 

^qd  ihore  frequently  from  the  want  of  order  and  skill 

TS  ?fie.  man^ment  of  them.     Thus  you  are  robbed 

of  the  temper,  and  the  attention,  and  the  opportuni- 

Ti6s  which  devotion  requires.     The  good  old  men  who 

are  gonis  before  us,  lived  as  long  again  as  you  do  in 

the  same  number  of  years ;  they  redeemed  their  time ; 

they  rose  early;  they  moved  by  rule;  they  planned 

%vcry  thing ;   they  would  have  leisure  for  religion ; 

Srtid  if  time  fell  short,  the  body  and  the  world  sufierofl 

ihcTbss ;  "tTiey  never  robbed  the  soul,  and  trifled  with 

•ftfctftity.    To  avoid  diversion,  you  would  do  well  to 

kji&ember  that  religion  is  the  grand  business  of  life ; 

Dp 
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that  to  tliis  you  must  render  every  thing  else  sub- 
ordinate and  SUBSERVIENT  ;  that  you  are  not  to 
confine  your  pious  regards  and  attentions  to  the  sab- 
bath, or  the  temple  ;  you  are  to  "  walk  in  the  fear  bf 
"  the  tord  all  the  day  long ;"  and  "  whether  ye  eat 
"  or  drink,  or  whate\'er  ye  do,"  you  are  to  do  **  all  to 
"  the  glory  of  God."  In  his  journey  the  traveller 
jnay  pause  for  a  moment  to  behold  thfe  beauty  of  the 
scenery  around  him  ;  of  in  the  evening  he  may  "torn 
*'  aside  to  tarry  for  a  night,"  but  in  the  morning  he 
goes  on  his  way ;  nothing  diverts  him  ;  he  thinks  on- 
ly of  the  object  for  which  he  set  out.  If  hovever  ^ 
man  goes  forth  without  an  end  in  view,  or  does  not 
feel  the  necessity  of  pursuing  it ;  if  he  travels  extem- 
pore, and  leaves  the  determination  of  his  course  to  ac- 
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us  forward,  and  from  sigEing  for  things  which,  though 
pleasing,  will  prove  an  incumbrance. 

I  would  remark  further,  that  there  are  not  onjy  di- 
versions FROM  religion,  but  diversions  in  it ;  and  of 
these  also  you  are  to  beware.  Here,  finding  you  are 
unsij^spidous^  of  da^er,  the  enemy  often  succeeds ;  for 
his  end  is  frequently  answered  by  things  good  in  them- 
selves }  he  is  satisfied  if  he  can  draw  off  your  attention 
from  great  tilings,  and  engross  it  with  little  ones  ;  if  he 
can  make  you  prefer  opinions  to  practice,  and  contro- 
versy to  devotion ;  if  by  consuming  ypur  ;sea]  on  the 
circumstantials  of  religion,  he  can  render  your  minds 
cold  ta  the  essence ;  if  he  can  bring  you  to  lay  more 
stress  upon  those  peculiarities  in  which  you  diffi^r,  than 
12  pen  those  all  important  pcHnts  in  which  you  agree. 

Thirdly,  Guard  Sgainst  despondency.  There  are 
indeed  many  things  which,  when  viewed  alone,  have 
a  tendency  to  discourage  the  mind..*  We  know  your 
weakness,  and  we  know  the  cUfficulties  2(nd  dangers  to 
which  you  are  exposed.  Your  progress  will  prove 
warlike ;  your  possession,  like  the  inheritance  of  the 
Jews,  is  to  be  conquered— ^but  **  be  courageous  ;*• 
nothing  wiU  so  much  animate  you  as  holy  confidence. 
To  strengthen  this  principle,  you  have  the  promise  of 
a  faithful  God.  It  encourages  you  with  an  assurance 
of  eventual  success,  and  of  immediate  assistance.  The 
advantages  are  as  certain  as  they  are  great.  The  la- 
hjOfw  and  the  hope  of  the  husbandman  may  be  destroy- 
«)^-but  here  are  no  casualities ;  ^^  he  that  goeth  forth 
9r9nd  w^eth,  bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubtless 


^  ooofie  agd|^  with  rejoicing,  brining  his  sheaves  with 
•Hflim.''^'^   The  soldier  fights  uncertainly-^^liut  there 


390  On  Progresrin  Rsligiott.  [Ser.  x. 

is  no  perad venture  in  this  warfare ;  "  yea,  in  ^  these 
"  things  we  arc  more  than  conquerors  through  Him 
« that  loved  ub."  How  enlivening  is  the  persuasioa 
that  we  cannot  be  defeated  hi  our  enterprise,  or  disap- 
pointed in  our  hope  !  But  you  want  immediate  help  ; 
and  God  has  engaged  that  you  shall  not  advance  alone  ; 
his  p-esence  shall  be  with  you,  and  his  grace  shall  be 
sufficient  for  you.  "So  that  you  may  boldly  say,  the 
*' Lord  is  my  Helper.  I  will  not  fear."  "I  will  go 
**  forth  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord."  See  however  that 
your  confidence  be  scriptural,  and  your  reliance  prop- 
erly placed.    And, 

FourtlUy,  Be  afraid  of  presumptjom.  *'Even, 
''  the  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young 
*'  men  shall  utterly  fall ;  but  they  that  wwt  upon  the 
'*  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength,  ^hcy  shall  mount  tJp 
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lows,  that  if  we  have  not  more  grace,  it  is  becavie  we^ 

pray  so  Uttle«    Prayer  incre^es  religion  by  its  very 

Gxerdse;  it  natural]y  promotes  resignation,^  dierishei 

hope,  and  strengthens  iaith  j  our  intercourse  with  God 

iviU  naturally  diminish  worldly  impressions  on  the  mind, 

and  refine  and  elevate  our  powers  ;  it  will  increase  our 

resemblance,  of  God,  and  we  ihall  come  forth  from  his 

presence  like  Moses,  shining  in  his  rays.    Prayer  also  i« 

rich  in  promise ;  ^'  I  never  said  to  the  seed  of  Jacob,  seek 

^^  ye  me  in  vain/'    ^^  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them 

^^  that  call  upon  him,  to  ^^1  them  that  call  upon  him  iu 

V  truth :  he  will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him ; 

^^  he  will  also  hear  their  cry,   aiid  will  save  thenu** 

On  these  two  principles  prayer  ranks  highest  among 

those  institutions  which  we  call  means  of  grace  ;  and  . 

will  be  incessantly  regarded  by  all  those  who  are  con* 

cemed  to  enjoy  soul-prosperity. 

Fifthly,  It  would  be  profitable  for  you  to  **  call  to 
^'  rrafiembnmce  the  former  days,''   and  especially  to 

REVIEW       THE         BEGINNING       OF       YOUR        RELIGIOUS 

COURSE.  -  It  is  said  of  Jehosaphat,  that  ^  he  walked 
^'  in  the  first  ways  of  his  father  David ;"  it  is  an  in- 
timation that  he  was  not  so  zealous,  and  so  accurate  in 
his  conversation  afterwards.  Our  Saviour  tells  the 
cliurch  of  Ephesus,  ^*  I  have  somewhat  against  thee, 
<<  beo^use  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love ;  remember  < 
^'  from  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  thy 
^^  first  works."  Ah!  christians, 'dp  not  your  minds 
^appropriate .  this  reproach  ?  O  how  you  abounded  in 
the^Aities  of  obedience  then !  Q  how  you  prized  or- 
cfinances !  O  how  you  longed  for  the  sabbath ;  and 
hofw  gUd  were  you   "  When  they  said^  let  us  go  into 
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i  no  peradvenhire  in  this  warfare  ;  "  yea,  in  .al!  these 

I  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him 

I  that  loved  uk,"*     How  enlivening  is  the  persuasioQ 

Jiat  we  cannot  be  defeated  in  our  enterprise,  or  disap- 

lointcd  in  our  hope  !    But  you  want  immediate  Iielp  ; 

|id  God  has  engaged  that  you  shall  not  advance  alone  ; 

3  presence  shall  be  with  you,  and  his  grace  shall  be 

icient  for  you.     "  So  that  you  may  boldly  say,  the 

J  is  my  Helper.     I  will  not  fear."     "  I  will  go 

1  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord."    See  however  that 

Jour  confidence  be  scriptural,  and  your  reliance  prop- 

Irly  placed.     And, 

Fourthly,    Be    afraid    of    presumptjok.      "  Even 

he  youths  shall  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young 

1  shall  utterly  fall ;  but  they  that  wait  upon  the 

"1  mount  I 
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lamni  xhaX  if  ^pe  hive  not  tnor^  grace,  it  is  because  we' 
pray  so  Utile.  Prayer  incre^es  religioti  by  its  very 
exerdse)  it  naturally  promotes  resignation,^  dierishes 
hope,  aqd  strengthens  iaith  \  our  intercourse  with  God 
wUI  natoraUy  diminish  worldly  impressicHid  on  the  mind, 
afid  refine  and  elevate  our  powers  ;  it  will  increase  our 
resemldanoe  .of  God,  and  we  fhall  come  forth  from  hit 
presence  like  Moses,  shining  in  his  rays.  Prayer  also  i« 
rich  in  promise ;  ^*  I  never  said  to  the  seed  of  Jacob,  seek 
^<  ye  me  in  vain/'  f  ^  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them 
^<  that  call  lipon  him,  to  all  them  that  call  upon  him  iu 
V  truth  :  he  will  fulfil  the  de9ire  of  them  that  fear  him ; 
^^he  will  also  hear  their  cry,  and  yfiH  .save  them.'* 
On  these  two  principles  prayer  ranks  highest  among 
those  institutions  which  we  call  means  of  grace  ;  and  . 
will  be  incessantly  regarded  by  all  those  who  are  con- 
cerned to  enjoy  soul-prosperity. 

Fifdily,  "It  would  be  profitable  for  you  to  **  call  to 
^'remembnmc?  the  former  days,"   and  especially  to 

REVIjEW       the        beginning       of       yOUR        RELIGIOUS 

'  couit8£b  -  It  is  said  of  Jehosaphat,  that  ^  he  wallced 

*•  in  the  first  ways  of  his  father  David  j'*  it  is  an  in« 

^iDiatioi^  that  he  was  not  so  zealous,  and  so  accurate  in 

Siis  Gonyerss^icm  afterwards.     Our  Saviour  tdls  the 

chuidi  of  Ephesus,   ^*  I  have  somewhat  against  thee, 

^<  because  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love ;   remember  • 

^^  from  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  thy 

^^hrst  works."    Ah!  christians,  dp  not  your  minds 

3{pprepriate .  this  reproach  ?    O  how  you  abounded  in 

^IfeAities  of  obedience  then !  O  how  you  priased  or- 

diaanoes !    O  how  you  longed  for  the  sabbath ;    and 

Vw  glad  were  you  "  tehen  they  said,  let  us  go  into 
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*•  the  house  of  the  Lord  !'*  How  mucli  of  your  time 
was  employed  in  meditation,  and,  prayer,  and  praise! 
And  all  was  deemed  a  privilege  !  There  wag  nothing 
like  burden  or  bondage.  How  did  the  bitterness  of 
repentance  make  you  loathe  sin ;  and  at  what  awful 
diftance  did  you  keep  yourselves  from  its.  approach  ! 
How  glorious  did  the  Saviour  -appear  in  your  deliver- 
Mice  J  and  with  what  vigour  did  you  say,  "  Lord,  1  will 
•'  follow  tliee  whithersoever  thou  goeft  ?•  Muft  I  "  cry 
"  in  the  ears  of  Jerusalem,  saying,  thus  saith  the  Lord, 
*'  I  remember  thee,  the  kindness  of  thy  yt^th,  and  the 
"  love  of  thine  espousals,  when  thou  wenteft  after  me* 
**  in  the  wilderness,  in  a  land  that  was  not  sown." 
Alas !  is  it  necessary  to  lead  you  back  in  the  hiftory  of 
your  religion,  and  to  derive  from  yourselves  in  former 
years  examples  to  excite    vou  now  ?     Tu  make 
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you  krftfw  that  **  the  time  of"  your  **  departure  wa 
•*  at  handi*'  you  inftautly  would  arise,  and  havfe  "  your 
^  loins  girded,  and  your  lamps  burning/^      But  tbs 
season  win  come  soon,,  and  Aiay  come  imme<Httd]^. 
Therefore,  ^  whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it 
<<  with  thy  might ;    for  there  is  bo  work,  nor  device^^ 
^  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom  in  the  grave,  whither 
"  thougocft.**     Yes,  this  is  the  only  opportunity  you 
will  have  to  do  good  to  others,  and  to  get  good  for 
yourselves.      Jofhua  had  the  day  protracted,  to  enable 
him  to  comjdete  his  vidory ;  but  no  addition  will  be 
made  to  yours  ;  no  sun  will  fbn4  fHU  while  you  finilh 
your  course  ;    see !   the  fliadows  of  the  evening  are 
dosing^  in  ;  2^nd  ^^  the  night  cometh,  wherein  no  maa 
**  can  work,"    Will  you  always   be  in  a    condition 
\^ich  will  render  reprieve  anxiously  desirable  ?  Will 
you  be  always  praying  when  you  apprehend  the  sum- 
mons.  **  O  spare  me  that  I  may  recover  ftrength  be- 
•*  fore  I  go  hence  and  be  no  more  ?'    Does  it  require 
no  more  mortification  than  you  now  possess,  submis- 
sively and  cheerfully  to  bid  farewell  to  the  worid  ?  Does 
it  require  no  more  assurance  of  hope  than  you  now 
fed,  to  pass  fearlessly  the  dark  "  valley  of  the  shadow 
"  of  death  ?**    And  what  a  trial  awaits  you  beyond  the 
grave !    For  there  is  a  tribunal,  before  which  superfi- 
cial tears  will  not  be  confidered  as  repentance  ;    a  hap- 
py temper  will  not  pass  for  conversion  ;  a  few  slug- 
gifli  endeavours  will  not  be  accepted  in  the  room  of  vi- 
tal godliness  \  nothing  will  be  crowned  but  a  faith  that 
^  overcomes  the  world  ;''  a  •*  hope  that  purifies  even 
*'  as  He  .is  pure  j   a  love  that   "  conftrains  us  to  live 
^not   to  ourselves,    but  to  Him  that  died  for  us^ 
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**  and  rose  again  i"  a  patience  **  that  endureth  to  the 
**  end ;"  a  perseverance  that  keeps  us  from  **  being 
•*  weary  "in  well  doing."  "  The  Lord  grant  that  we 
«  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that  day"— Amen. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N  XI. 


THE  PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  RIGHTEOUS. 


Psalm  Ixxxiv.  11. 

X^bR  THE  LOUD  God-  is  a  sun  and  shield;  rnn  Lord  itiil  cm 

GRACE  AND  CLORT :   NO  GOOD  THING  WILL  HE  WITU-BOLD  FROM  THEaf 
TBAr  tTALK  UPRrCHTLr. 


DAVID  w^  remarkably  distinguished 
by  ihe  fervency  of  sacred  affeAlons.  He  could  say 
with  propriety^  ^^  the  zeal  of  thy  house  hath  eaten  me 
^^  up.**  Hence  his  anxiety  and  resolution  to  establish 
^  residence  for  the  ark ;  ^'  Surely  I  will  not  come  into 
^^  the  tabernacle  of  my  house,  nor  go  up  info  my  bed  ; 
I  will  not  give  sleep  to  mine  eyes,  or  slumber  to  mine 
eye-lids,  until  I  find  out  a  place  for  the  Lord,  aa 
*^  habitation  for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob,"  Hence 
his  peculiar  distress,  when  deprived  of  public  privi* 
leges ;  ^*  when  I  remember  these  things,  I  pour  out  my 
^  soul  in  me ;  for  I  had  gone  with  the  multitude,  I 
**  went  with  them  to  the  house  of  God,  with  the  voice 
of  joy  and  praise,  with  •  a  multitude  that  kept  holy- 
day."  When  by  the  unnatural  rebellion  of  Absa* 
lorn  he  is  driven  from  lus  throne,  he  feels  the  loss  of 
his  palace  much  less  than  the  loss  of  the  saaftuary ;  an4 
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the  feelings  of  the  Jdng  are  absorbed  in  the  concern  of 
the  worshipper  for  the  ordinances  of  religion.  Infidels 
may  indeed  endeavour  to  explain  this,  by  supposing  that 
David  was  a  man  of  a  melancholy  turn  of  mind,  and 
that  like  other  weak  and  gloomy  persons,  he  sought 
relief  in  devotional  exercises,  when  he  should  have 
been  engaged  in  forming  wise  counsels,  and  adopting 
vigorous  measures.  But  let  us  attend  to  his  real  char- 
after.  He  was  the  hero  of  the  age,  and  had  immor- 
talized his  name  by  numerous  exploits.  In  him  were 
United  the  prowess  of  the  soldier,  and  the  skill  of  the 
general ;  and  a  succesaon  of  the  most  brilliant  vifto- 
ries  had  procured  for  him  the  highest  confidence,  as 
well  as  the  highest  honour.  He  was  qualified  to  rule 
as  a  judge,  and  to  govern  as  a  politician.     To  all  these 
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^^  ness ;''   he  gives  solid  reasons  lor  his  predileAian; 
The  house  of  God  had  afforded  him  multiplied  advan^ 
ttages ;   there-  he  had  experienced  divinf  manifestations 
and  influences;  .there  he  hoped  to  enjoy  fresh  coxh- 
siunion,  and  renewed  supplies .;  ^^  For  the  Lord  God 
f  *  is  a  Sun  and  Shield  ^  the  Lord  will  give  grace  and 
^^  glory,   and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from 
*<  them  that  walk  nprightly/f    Let  4is  examine  thes6 
\^ords  in  a  sense  more  detached  and  general.    Let  us 
:Con  template  '*  the  Lord  God'*  we  adore  in  the  sanc- 
tuary ;   let  ^is  consider  what  He  is—?-**  a   sun   and 
*' SHIELD,**      What    He    gives— **orajCE    and    olo- 
^*  ry/*     What  He  withholds— "no  good  thing;** 
and  wh6m  He  regards-^"  ti^hm   that  walu:  ufv 

**  .rightly/* 

f 

Part  L  If  God,  my  brethren^  speaks  to  man.  He 
must  condescend  to  employ  human  language,  not  di- 
yine.  He  has  done  so  ^  and  behold  nature  and  art 
lending  their  combined  powers  to  aid  the  weakness  of 
our  apprehension.  Nature  furnishes  us  with  a  suUj 
and  art  with  a  shield  ;  and  all  that  is  implied  in  these 
images,  and  more  than  all  is  God  to  his  people. 

H<e  is  a  "  Sui^r,^'  Who  can  be  ignorant  of  the  glo- 
^  and  importance  of  this  luminary  in  the  system  of 
iiature ;  always  the  same ;  dispelling  the  horrors  of 
jlarkness ;  making  our  day ;  gladdening,  fertilizing 
and  adorning  the  whole  creation  of  God ;  Every  thing 
here  below  is  changeable  and  perishing  ^  ^'  the  grass 
'^withereth,  the  flower  thereof  falleth  a^^y;"  man 
liimself  partakes  of  the  general  instability.  How  many 
empires  has  the  sun  beheld  rising  and  falling !  how  many 
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generations  bas  it  seen  successive  descCTiding  into  the 
grave!  how  miny  new  possessors  have  occupied  yooder 
estate  I  bow  many  fresh  cbsses  of  labourers  have  tfukd 
in  yonder  field !  while  the  same  sun,  from  the  begin- 
ning, has  annually  called  forth  the  produce.  At  this 
monxent  I  feel  the  very  sun  width  "  beat  upon  the 
"  head  of  Jonah."  While  I  speak,  mine  eye  sees  the 
ver^'  same  sun  which  shone  on  "the  dial  of  Ahaz;" 
and  "stood  still  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon;*'  the  very 
same  sun  which  saw  our  Saviour  *'  gping  about  doing 
"  good  ;"  Noah  stepping  fonh  from  the  arkj  Adam 
walking  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  It  hath  shone  near  sbc 
thousand  years,  but  it  is  unaltered;  it  has  been  per- 
petu^dly  dispensing  its  beams,  but  it  b  undinunisbed  ^ 
it  has  blesse4  myriads,  but  it  is  not  less  able  to  cheec 
us.     Kindle  a  thousand  lamps  or  6rcs,  they  will  nod- 
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9  sweet,  and  a  pleasant  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold 
•*  the  sun."  Nature  smiles;  the  birds,  welcome  his 
ipproach  ;  the  lark  rises  up,  and  sings  as  he  ascends  ; 
the  little  lambs  are  sportive  with  the  sympathy  ;  chil- 
dren are  eager  to  go  abros^d.  How  welcome  is  the 
return  of  the  sun  after  the  dreary  hours  of  night,  and 
tbe  chilling  weeks  of  winter  !  See  those  poor  crea- 
ixires,  who  are  blessed  with  it  only  a  few  months  in  the 
o^liole  year ;  see  then)  on  its  return,  climbing  to  the 
tops  of  their  frozen  mountains,  with  longing  eyes, 
straining  to  catch  a  greedy  glance  !  Though  the  sun 
1)6  so  immensely  remote,  we  feel  him  near  ;  what  a 
penetration,  what  a  potency  is  there  in  his  rays  !  how 
he  warms,  enlivens,  fructifies  !  David  tells  us,  ^^  there 
*'is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof:**  Moses 
speaks  of  *'  the  precious  things  put  forth  by  the  sun.** 
Fdt  without  his  influences,  vain  would  be  the  labour 
of  the  ox,  and  the  fkill  of  the  hufbandman  ;  he  pro- 
duces the  lovliness  of  spring,  and  the  abundance  of 
autumn.  He  "  renews  the  face  of  the  earth  ;*'  he 
decks  all  nature  in  charms.  I  imagine  myself  abroad 
ia  the  depth  of  winter ;  I  look  around  me ;  all  e:^hibits 
E'^cene  of  desolation  ;  the  earth  is  covered  with  snow  ; 

• 

the  rivers  are  sealed  up  with  ice  \  the  vegetable  tribes 
aije  dead,  and  the  tuneful  dumb  ;  favorite  walks  and 
J)ploved  gardens,  like  friends  in  adveriity,  are  aban- 
4oned  by  their  admirers  ;  ^^  ^e  ^endeth  abroad  his  ice 
^Jike  morsels,  who  can  ftand  l^fore  his  cold  ?'*  I 
/uih  in  ;  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  very  few  months,  I 
come  forth,  and  take  a  frefii  survey.  J  am  filled  with 
.bonder.  The  ground  is  dressed  *f  in  living  green ; 
Ae  woods  are  covered  with  foliage  ^'  where  the  b^ds 
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*'  build  their  nefts,"  and  indulge  their  songs  ;  "  ihs 
**  flowers  appear  on  the  earth."  What  has  the  sua 
been  doing  ?  He  has  perfumed  the  rose,  he  has  p^nt- 
«d  the  tulip,  iie  has  made  "the  valiics  to  Hand  thick 
*'  with  corn,  and  the  little  hills  to  rejoice  on  every 
*'  side  ;"  he  has  made  all  things  new."  ■ 

And  who  is  not  reminded  by  all  this  of  One,  *'  who 
**  is  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  there  is  no  va- 
"  riablencss,  or  fliadow  of  turning  ?"  And  He  only 
can  be  known  by  his  own  discoveries  }  "  as  it  is  writv 
"  ten,  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  have 
*'  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the  things  which  God 
"  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.  But  God 
'-  hath  REVEALED  them  unto  us  by  his  Spirit  :  for  the 
"  Spirit  scarcheth    all  things,  even  the  deep  things  of  ~ 
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MMy  afld  fkey  dsiiiM  it.  all  from  BSttt.  Tfie 
lc(%e.  he  i^TOs  them  ^  rejoiceth  the  heart*  He 
lent  ^wkh  sdl  joy  and  peace  in  beUefiii|;.''  I& 
|r»  mok  wayt  of  pleasantness  and  all**  his  ^  padia 
f  ftece/^  He  lifts  up  ^  the  light  oi  his  coun- 
inn  opoft'^  them»  and  ^m  pots  ^  gladaes^  intO" 
fc  htatttt*  more  than''  the  bricked  esparitocr 
M  tbRW ''Con^  and  wine  increase/'  If  they  have 
pfrUhkbnuy  be  called  their  n^ht,  or  their  win«- 
t^egr  aie  occasioned  by  his  absence  ;  ^  He  hides 
fH^  aad  tley  are  troubled ;"  then  they  cry^  **  O 
m  ^nBt  tboo  woke  unto  me  V'  Cold,  languiihing, 
before ;  when  He  returns  he  brings  prosperity  ^ 
WQ^  in  ue  to-  will  and  to  do  ;"  he  enfivena  etre- 
^  and  adpates  every  grace  j  ^uich^ned  by  his 
tnoes,  oar  religion  buds  forth ;  we  ^^  blossom  as 
Inset- '  we  are  ''  filled  with  all  the  fruits  o£^gh. 
Moess,  whkh  are  by  lesus  Chrift  unto  the  gtory 
I  praise  of  God."  * "'  The  beauty  of  the  Lord 
God  is  i^n  us.'^  Even  here  the  change  which 
5  grace  aocompUfiies  is  truly  marvellous  i  but  we 
^ see  greater  things  than  these;'*  that  soul  will 
be^  presented  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his! 
ff  with  exceeding  joy  ;^  that  body  too  fhall  par* 
af  the  renovation,  *^  it  is  sown  in  corruption,  it  is 
ed  in  incorruption  ;  it  is  sown  in  difhonor,*  it  is 
ed  in  glory  ;  it  is  sown  in  weakness,  it  is  raised 
K>wer  ;  it  is  sown  a  natural  body,  it  is  raised  a 
iinaal  body.''  He  will  beautify  the  meelir  with 
ration.''  Behold  the  sublimest  image  which  even 
magination  of  David  could  seize }  but  even  this 
ii^nitely  below  the  subject  to  which  it  is  appliec^ 
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kfter  considering  the  magnitude  of  its  body,  the  rapid- 

Ity  of  its  light,  the  force  of  its  influence,  and  all  the 
Jfonderful  things  which  philosophers  have  told  us  ; 
lear  our  Saviour  saying,    "  He  maketh  his  sun  to  rise 

I  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good  ;"  and  remember  it  is 
Inly  one  of  his  creatures,    which  he   made  by  "  the 

p  breath  of  his  mouth  ;"   which  he  upholds  "  by  the 
word  of  his  power  ;"  whose  inextinguishable  fires  he 

teds;  and  wiiich  he  commands  with  in&nitely  more 
Base,  than  you  can  manage  thesmalleft  lamp  ;  it  is  only 
:  ray  of  his  glory.  The  insufficiency  of  all  meta- 
Ihor  requires  a  variety  of  comparison,  and  hence  Da* 
(id  adds, 

'  The  Lord  God  Is  a  shield."      This  piert  of  de- 

lensive  armour  has  been    made  of  different  materials. 
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fence  of  our  health  and  of  our  estate  is  conditional; 
tnd  is  decided  in  subserviency  to  our  spuritual  and  ev- 
erlasting welfare }  but  for  the  safety  of  the  soul,  Ood 
has  ahsdntely  engaged  ;  this  ^*  shall  never  perish/*   At 
thbugh  the  enemies  that  conspire  to  destroy  it,  are 
IbrmtdaUe  and  nunierous,  they  shall  all  rage  in  vain. 
Iii>th^  perfeAions,  the  word,  the  providence^  the  grace 
)of  <}od,  we  find  amfde  refuge  and  security.  -  O  chris- 
tian^ while  an  apprehension  of  exposure,  and  a  con- 
#eiou9ness  of  weakness,  is  every  day  pressing  upon  your 
n^d,  and  urging  you  to  draw  very  gloomy  condu* 
wins,  remtmber  the  assurance  of  eSedual  assistance 
and  defence ;  by  faith  see  God  pladng  himself  betweea 
jcfSk  and  danger ;   see  Jehovah  spreading  himself  all 
around  for  your  protedjon ;.  and  fulfilling  the  promise^ 
^  as  die  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the 
^Lord  IS  round  about  his  people,  from  henceforth 
^  even  for  ever  J'    "  For  I,,  ssuth  the  Lord,  will  be  uo^ 
^  to  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  I  will  be  the 
*  glory  in  the  midst  of  her.''    Ah !  well  may  wisdom 
lay,  ^^  whoso  hearkeneth  luito  me.  shall  dwell  safely, 
^  and  shall  be  quiet  from  the  fear  of  evil.*'    And  wdi 
may  you  say,  and  ''  boldly"  too,   "  the  Lord  is  my 
'^Helper ;  I  will  not  fear  what  man  shall  do  unto  me.? 
*^The  Lord  is  my  Light  and  my  Salvation^,  whom 
^  shall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  Strength  oft  my  life,  of 
'^  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ?  Though  an  host  should  en- 
camp against  me,  my  heart  shall  not  fear ;  though 
*  war  should  rise  against  me,  in  this  will  I  be  confident.** 

m 

XL    Such    God    is;    and    what   does   He    give? 
^  Grace   and  glory.''     The  meaning,  the  impor- 
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tance,  the  dependence,  the  union  of  these  Unamg^ 
deserve  our  attention.  ■ 

And  what  is  grace  f  ItU  Uuf iavDurite  irord  of  In^ 
ration ;  and  here,  as  in  Buoy  other  parts  of  Scriptuict 
it  intends  divine  as^tance,  and  influence  springing 
from  the  free  fovottf  of  Cod.  R  is  often  expressed- 
pluraily  ;  we  hear  of  the  grac^  oaf  the  Holy  Spirit  f 
and  some  speak  of  thenij  Aif  they  were  sO  nialiy  &tle-« 
separate,  conscioiEs  agents,  respefttvely  staticmed  in  tbtf 
soul }  wlKreas  it  is  one  granif  agency,  restoring  maA 
to  the  image  »td  service  of  Gcfdtt  xndt^ratin^  viuiao» 
wxys  according  to  t^e  nalture  df  tke  db^& ;  Vhof  tK 
regards  truth,  we  csA  it  fiutEr ;  a  Atture  good*  1xipe% 
trouble,  patience  ;  and  so  of  the  rest.  AndHfliM'i^ 
p^ory  ?  It  denotes  splendour,  iamie,  excellency  c%)bLy-» 
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lust  be  "  renewed ;"  he  must  receive  "  the  contixiuat 
supply  erf  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ/*  From  the 
aiture  of  his  disposition  he  desires  more  grace ;  from 
\^  nature  of  his  condition  he  needs  more.  He  wants 
race  to  sustain  him  in  his  troubles.  He  wants  grace 
^•subdue  his  corruptions,  ^nd  to  sandify  his  tempers. 
e  wants  grace  to  preserve  him  *'  in  the  hour  of  temp- 
tation.** He  wants  grace  to  quicken  his  languid 
ie£tions,  ^*for  his  soul  cleaveth  to  the  dust.  He 
ants  grace  to  enlarge  his  experience,  to  render  him 
leful  to  others,  to  qualify  him  for  the  various  offices 
id  relations  of  life,  to  "  hold  on  his  way,"  to  "  en* 
dure  to  the  end;"  and,  Ohi  what  grace  does  he 
ant,  to  enable  him  to  say  when  iie  looks  forward, 
yea,  tho:^gh  i  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shad- 
ow  of. death,  I  will  fear  no  evil;  for  thou  art  with 
me,  thy  rod  and  thy  staflf  they  comfort  me  !**  Re- 
ice,  O  christian  ;  from  yonder  throne  you  shall  "  ob- 
tain mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need." 
he  "  God  of  all  grace*'  invites  you  near ;  *'  ask,  and 
ye  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  fvir'r— "  My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,  for  my  strength  is  made 
perfect  in  weakness/'  "  The  J-ord  will  give  grace  ;** 
id  thus  the  promise  provides  for  the  believer  while 
this  world.  But  he  is  not  to  live  here  always ;  this 
only  the  beginning  of  his  existence  ;  before  him  lies 
I  opening  eternity.  And  here  the  promise  ^eets 
m  with  '^  everlasting  consolation,*'  and  assi^res  him 
'  "  glory."  He  knows  that  whea  his  wanderings  are 
ided,  ^'  he  shall  sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;''  that  after  a 
w  more  p^^inful  stru^les,  he  shall  wear  ^^  the  crown 
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••  of  Kfc;*'  dui  35  soon  as  "  the  earthly  house  of  this 
"  taberoade  is  dusoWed,  he  shall  have  a  building  of 
''  God,  2  house  aot  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
**  the  heavecs."  Of  tlus  "  glory"  we  can  know 
but  very  little,  uH  we  shall  hear  the  voice  saying, 
*^  Come  and  see.'  Bot  thk  drcumstance  wonderful- 
ly  tn?gniPf<  it ;  for  what  must  be  implied  in  a  felicity 
vbidi  sorpas&es  all  descriptirai,  aU  conception,  and 
which  ij  hidden  rather  than  unfohied  by  ali  the  grand 
im^ery  emp^ed  to  express  it.  But  we  have  some  in- 
dmaticns  which  serve  to  awaken  our  desires,  to  ele- 
vate our  hopes,  and  to  solace  our  minds,  in  all  the  difr 
ficukws  of  life.  Q!  it  is  a  plea^og  thought,  that 
**  then  remaineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God ;"  that 
"  God  shall  wipe  away  afl  tears  from  our  eyes ;"  that 
Mhere  ;.^ill  N?  no  more  de^th.  neither  sorrog',  nor 
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en  grace.  We  wifh  this  to  be  observed,  because  the 
generaUty  of  people  would  pass  to  the  enjoyment  of 
g^ory  without  submitting  to  the  laws  of  grace ;  but 
such  a  hope  is  false  and  absurd.  Thus  stands  the  pur^ 
QO^e  of  Qod«— ^^  Blessed  ^re  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 
^^  shall  see  God  f''  ^^  without  holiness  no  man  shall 
^!^e  the  Lord  :"  "  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
^  CAitiiNQT  see  the  kingdoni  of  God."  And  hence 
ypu  perc^ve.  that  it  is  not  only  forbidden,  hut  impoffi- 
j^.  Indeed  if  there  were  no  law  to  exclude  the  un* 
»sctified  sinner  from  glory,  he  would  necessarily  re- 
main miserable  ;  sin  is  hell ;  his  disposition  would  des- 
troy all .  the  happiness  of  heaven  ;  the  service  apd  the 
ioy  would  only  disgust  and  torment  the  mind ;  God 
:aanot  make  us  happy  with  himself,  till  he  has  made 
IS  holy  like  himself.  ^^  What  fellowfhip  hath  rightebus- 
^  ne$s  with  unrighteousness  I  and  what  communion 
^  hath  light  ^th  darkpess  ?'' 

We  may  observe  the  conpedipn  of  thes^  Ueffings  ; 

ior  they  are  inseparable  ;   where  the  Lprd  has  given 

prace,  he  will  certainly  give  glory*    An4  therefore  my 

lear  hearers,  the  grand  queftion  is,  whether  you  have 

gjrace  ?    Decide  this  by  its  inflpences  and  effects,   as 

they  are  marked  in  the  Scriptures ;   by  los^thing  sin  ; 

by  hungering  and  thirfting  after  righteousness  ;  by  ac- 

cecfing  to  the  t^rms  of  disdpleship,  denying  yoursdves, 

tddng  up  your  cross,  and  following  your  Saviour ;  by 

your  love  to  the  ordinances,  the  word,  and  the  people 

of  God  ;  by  your  deadness  to.  the  wprld^  and  halving 

your  conversation  in  heaven.     Thus  a3cerfain  the  re^ 

a)icy.    of  your  grace,   and   ^'  rejpice  in  hope  of  the 

^.^Pry  of  God  ;''  ^^  being  confidfot  of.tbis  very  thung^ 
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"  that  He  who  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you,  wiH 
"  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ,"  Did  I 
say,  where  there  is  grace,  there  will  be  glory  ?  I  go 
further  ;  there  is  glory,  "  The  Spirit  of  glory  reft- 
*'  eth  upon  them."  They  arc  "  changed  from  glory 
*'  to  glory."  1"hey  "  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable, 
"  and  full  of  glory."  "  He  that  belicveth  on  the  Son' 
"  of  God  hath  everlaQing  life;"  he  has  more  than  the 
promise  ;  he  has  a  part  of  heaven ;  he  has  "  the  ear- 
"  neft  of  his  inheritance  ;*'  he  has  "  the  first  fruits  of 
"  the  spirit,"  the  same  in  kind,  though  not  in  degree, 
with  the  whole  harveft.  Grace  is  glory  in  the  hud, 
and  glory  is  grace  matured.  Grace  is  the  loweft  de- 
gree of  glory,  and  glory  is  only  the  higheft  degree  of 
grace.     This  He  gives. 
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^  ces  ?'•  Where  is  the  man,  whose  liberality  was  never 

checked,  and  whose  confidence  was  never  weakened 

by  slender  means  of  subsistence  ?  ^'(^ere  is  the  man, 

who  with  increasing  demands  from  a  numerous  6ff« 

spring  never  with  anxiety  asked,  *^  what  shall  they  eat^ 

^and  what  shall  they  drink,    and  wherewithal  shall 

^  they  be  dothed  ?"    "  He  knoweth  our  frame,  and 

^  rememberetk  that  we  are  dust :"  He  stoops  to  our' 

weaknesses  f  and  saves  us  the  psdn  and  shame  of  telling 

]um  our  unworthy  fears,  by  giving  us  promises  which 

dS^dually  provide  against  them.     "  Your  heavenly 

^Father  knoweth   that  ye  have    need  of  all  these 

^  things."     "  Seek  ye  first  the  Idngdom  of  God  and 

^  his  righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 

**imto    you."      "No  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
■*  from  th«m  that  walk  uprightly."    Let  us  take  three 

iriews  of  this  extensive  promise. 

First,  Behold  in  it  the  grandeirr  of  his  possessions. 

Fie  who  engages  to  withhold  no  good  thing,  must  have 

»]1  good  things  at  his  disposal.     And,  lo  !    "  He  is  able 

*  to  da  for  us  exceeding  abundantly,  above  all  that  we 

^^ask  or  think."     "Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatness, 

^  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  and  the  viftory,  and 

**  the  majesty  ;  for  all  that  is  in  the  heaven  and  in  the 

•*  earth  is  thine ;  thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and 

•*thou  art  exalted  as  Head  above  all.     Both  richer 

*.and  honour  come  of  thee,  and  thou  reignest  over  all ; 

^  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give 

**JtEength  unto  all.^*^    "  The  silver  and  the  gold  are 

**  thine."     "  Every  beast  of  the  forest  is  mine,  and  the 

*  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills."    "The  earth  is  the 

^Lord's  and  the  fullness  thereof,  the  world,  and  they 
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**thatcl«en  therdn."  Alid  what  is  tlus  lomriraridf 
An  inconadenble  provifloe  of  hts  em^fr^^-^  lift  vp 
•*  your  eyes  on  high,  uid  bdu^,  who  hath  created 
**  these  things  -,  that  btfaigcth  (nit  thdr  hofi  by  miii^ 
**  ber  :  he  cdteth  them  afl  by  inQUn,  by  the  greattieii 
**  of  his  might,  for  tlut  he  ii  ftAng  iti'pdwer»  not  one 
**  f^ng."  His  dominioii  &  tiiiivenai ;  'hSa  resources 
bottndless ;  his  posseB^(Jb8  IhMte.  €zft  li«  be  poor, 
whose  Father  is  so  ridi  ?  '         '     ' 

Secondly,  Behold  in  tHs  promise  the  wooden  o^F 
his  liberality.  All  earthly  benefactors  flttink  trAiz 
comparison  with  him.  He  a£b  by  no  orcG^iai^  rujf 
of  bounty,  by  no  human  Standard  of  benificeri0t]|  "as 
« the  heavens  are  Hghier  than  the  earth,  so'  "m  fiU  ■ 
"  ways  higher  than  your  wa^,  and  Ins  thoughts  than 
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igiBg  all  his  affiurs,  and  equally  designing  his  welfiard 
when  it  give^f  or  when*  it  withholds.  For  there  is  of-^ 
ten  a  great  difference  between  what  is  pleasing^  and 
Tvhat  is  profitablew  Hence  the  apostle  tells  us,  '^  Nq 
♦*  chastening  for  the  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous,  but 
*'  grievous :  nevertheless  afterward  it  )4eldeth  the 
<^  peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness,  unto  them  which 
^  are  exercised  thereby.."  And  David  could  say,  **  it 
^  is  GOOD  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicled.**  If  health, 
if  honour,  if  riches  wiU  be  good  for  us,  they  are  se- 
cured ;  if  indigence,  if  obscurity,  if  sickness  will  con- 
duce to  our,  advantage,  they  will  not  be  denied ;  for 
**  no  good  thing**  will  He  withhold.  Of  aU  this  He  is 
the  infidUble  ludge  ;  let  us  then  drop  not  only  our  mur- 
muring, but  our  anxiety  ;  let  us  "  cast  all  our  care  upon 
"  Him  who  careth  for  us ;"  let  us  be  satisfied  that 
^  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
**  God }"  and  ever  remember  the  word  upon  which  He 
has  caused  us  to  hope — "The  young  lions  may  lack 

•  and  suffer  hunger ;  but  they  that  seek  the  Lord  shall 

^  pot  want  ANY  GOOD  THING."    And, 

IV.    Whom,  does  God  regard  in  all  these  exceeding 

reat  and  precious  promises?    "them  that  walk 

UPRIGHTLY."      While    by    this    single    expression, 

tvid  takes  do>yn  the  confidence  of  the  presumptu- 

'y,  he  encourages  the  hope  of  the  real  christian,  who 

ler  all  the  imperfe6lions  which  make  him  groan^ 

vi%  that  his  desire  is  to  the  Lord,  ^^  and  to  the  re- 

•mbrance  of  his  nanie.*'    Yov  the  charafter  is  not 

)ss ;    he  has  "  not  attained,"  he  "  is  not  already 

feft  i*'  "  but  this  one  thing'*  he  does,  "  forgetting 

Go 
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"  those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth 
"  unto  tliosc  things  which  are  before,"  he  "presses  to- 
"  ward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  his  higli  calling  of 
"  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  He  is  "  an  Israehte  indeed,  la 
"  whom  is  no  guile."  His  sincerity  may  be  viewed 
in  leferencc  to  lumself ;  to  others  ;  and  to  God. 

Ho  walks  uprightly  with  regard  to  himself;  in  all  hi& 
dL'alings  with  his  own  soul  he  guards  against  self-decep- 
tion and  flattery  ;  he  dieads  a  false  peace;  he  wishes 
to  free  his  mind  from  every  bias  in  his  own  favour, 
and  to  survey  impartially  his  state  and  his  character. 
He  does  not  shut  his  eyes  against  the  evidence  of  ofFen- 
bive  truth ;  nor  hold  back,  or  divert  Iiis  understanding 
from  those  inquiries  whicli  may  issue  in  mortifying  and 
painful  convictions.     He  comes  to  the  light ;  he  sus- 
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ynce  arises  from  inward  principle.  Hence  he  makes 
<:onsdence  of  private  duties  ;  he  is  the  same  in  his  fam- 
ily, as  in  the  temple  ;  he  is  the  same  in  prosperity,  as  in 
'"adversity.  The  simple  and  pure  regard  which  he  has 
to  the  will  and  the  glory  of  God,  keeps  him  from  par- 
tiality in  religion  ;  there  is  no  sin  which  he  cherishes  j 
there  is  no  duty  which  he  dislikes.  He  esteems  all  the 
tjivixve  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be  right,  and 
lie  hates  eve;y  felse  way. 

.   He  walks  uprightly  with  regard  to  men  ;  his  trans- 
a^ons  with  his  fellow-creatures  are  distinguished  by 
-candour,   openness,    honesty,   punctuality.     His   pro- 
fessions are  the  sure  pledges  of  his  designs.     What  he 
IHTomises,  he  performs.     He  does  not  consider  hi^ 
tongue  as  given  him  to  deceive.     He  hates  and  ab- 
hors  lying.     He  shuns  adulation ;  he  gives  not  flatter^ 
*ing  titles  to  any.     He  does  not  suffer  sin  upon  his 
neighbour ;  ^"  faithful  are  the  wounds  of"  this  "  friend.** 
He  docs  not  abound  in  ceremony ;  it  is  too  deceitful 
•pn  article  for  him  to  traffic  with.     He  is  not  an  aftor 
on  a  stage;  lie  is  not  a  rotten  sepulchre,  over  which 
stands  a  white-washed  tomb ;    he  is  what  he  appears 
to  be. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  righteous ;   these  arc 

their  privileges-      "  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and 

'^^  shield;  the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory,  and  no 

?^  good  thing  will  he  withhold  from  them  that  walk 

**  uprightly."      Hence  we  learn  how  exceedingly  we 

are  mistaken,  if  we  view  religion  as  unfriendly  to  our 

l^piQess.      "  Godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things, 

^*  having  promise  of  the  Kfe  that  now  is,  and  of  that 

***  which  is  to  come."    It  is  the  "one  thing  needfixU** 
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and  if  we  make  light  of  it,  whatever  be  the  prize  we 
pursue,  we  are  "observing  lying  vanities,  and  forsak- 
**  ing  our  own  mercies.'* 

Hertce  we  expostulate.  Caft  the  ser\'icc  of  sin,  or 
the  pursuits  of  the  world,  afford  yoil  advantages  like 
these?  Can  earthly  things  even  in  their  abundance, 
Ijeal  a  wounded  conscience,  sustain  you  under  the  trou- 
bles of  life,  take  away  the  sting  of  death,  and  raise  you 
above  the  dread  of  eternity?  What  have  they  done 
for  you  already  ?  You  have  tried  their  efficacy  j  are 
you  happy  ?  Why  will  you  refuge  a  fresh  proposal 
san^oned  by  the  experience  of  milttons,  and  the  sue- 
cess  of  all  who  have  tried  it  ?  *'  Acquaint  now  thyself 
"  vi'ith  Him,  and  be  at  peace  ;  thereby  good  shall  come 
"unto  thee."  "Have  the  workers  of  iniquity  no 
'  k;no\vI(?d£i;c  ?"  "  Wherefore  do  ye  spend  money  for 
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**  upon  earth  difiinguifhed  by  innumerable  and  inefti- 
^  mable  privileges.  We  would  not  be  satisfied  with 
**  knowing  and  admiring  their  portion  ;  weary  of  the 
^^  world  which  has  yielded  us  npthing  but  vanity  and 
**  vexation  of  spirit,  we  would  seek  our  inheritance 
f^aniqng  them  tl^at  ar^  sandified  by  f^ith  that  ^  in 
^*  GhriCL  Jesus.  We  would  take  hold  of-  the  skirt  of 
**  him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying,  I  will  go  with  you,  for  I 
^^  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you.  I  am  a  compan- 
f  f  ion  of  all  them  that  fear  thee^  of  them  that  keep  thy 
^*  precepts*  Look  thou  upon  me,  and  be  merciful 
**  unto  me,  as  thou  useft  to  do  unto  those  that  lov^ 
•  thy  Pficpe.  Jlemember  me,  O  J[^ord,  with  the  fiu 
•*  vour  that  thou  beareft  unto  thy  people  ;  O  visit  me 
*^  with  thy  salvation  :  that  I  may  see  the  good  of  thy 
f  ^  chosen,  that  I  may  rejoice  in,  tl^e  gUdn^ss  of  thy  na^ 
^*  tion,  that  I  may  glory  with  thine  ipheritance.*"  May 
iQod  inspire  us  with  these  septiments»    Amen. 
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*«*  nr^r  rirou  s«o[/£z>esr  keep  s-hsm  mom  tws  «r/£. 


THESE  words  were  spoken  by  our 
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**  of  women/*  When  Eliflia  beheld  the  refcrmor 
Elijah  ascendingt  "  he  cried,  my  father,  my  father^ 
«*  the  chariots  ^f  Israel,  and  the  horsemen  thereof.'* 
The  case  of  the  disciples  was  more  peculiarly  afflidive  5, 
and  "  sorrow  filled  their  hearts/*  Our  Saviour  was 
never  ^deprived  of  sdf-possession  j  in  every  ftate  he  had 
the  full  command  of  his  powers ;  and  even  in  tfie 
immediate  view  of  his  tremendous  sufferings,  he  does, 
not  forget  one  circumftance  which  claims  his  atten^ 
tion.  He  thinks  more  of  his  disciples  than  of  himself; 
he  enters  into  their  feeUngs  ;  they  were  to  remdn  be- 
hind, ppor  and  despised  ;  *'  as  iheep  among  wolves  ;*• 
-OS  passengers  in  a  vessel  **  tossed  by  the  waves.**  H^ 
will  not  leave  them  "  comfortless.*'  On  the  evening 
before  his  crucifixion,  and  a  few  moments  before  hii 
agony,  by  the  gate  of  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  sur- 
rounded with  his  family,  ^  he  lifts  up  his  eyes  ta 
^  heaven,**  and  commends  them  into  the  hands  of  his; 
^  Father  and  our  Father,  his  God  and  our  God."-—. 
Do  not  say,  my  fellow  chrifiians,  this  prayer  was  for 
the  apoflles  ;  it  was  for  them  primarily,  but  not  exclu- 
avely.  Hear  his  own  words  ;  **  neither  pray  I  for 
^  these  ALONE,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  be- 
'"•*  lieve  on  me  through  their  word.*'  Thus*  it 
extends  to  all  the  followers  of  our  Lord  in  every  age^ 
in  every  place  ;  he  prays  for  you  ;  even  for  you  ;  and 
this  is  his  language  ;  "  I  pray  not  that  thou  fliouldeft 
^  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  fhouldeft 
•*  keep  them  from  the  evil.** 

From  these  words  the  following  inftruftions  may 
be  derived.       I.     It    is   the  province  of  Gob  to 

TAKE    us   OUT   OF   THE  WORLD.       11.    ThIS    WORLD   15 
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A  PROPER  5ITCATIOM  FOR  THE  RICHT&ODS  TO  LIVl 
IN  FOR  A  S£ASOK.  IlL  TheRE  iS  EVlI,  IS  THE 
WORI.D.  TO  WHICH  THtT  ARE  EXlpsED,  AND  BT 
WHICH  THEY  MAT  BE  INJDRED.  IV.  The  DIViNB 
PROTECTION  IS  fSSEKTIAL  TO  THEIR  SECL'RITT. 
v.     It    is    ESCOL'RACINO      to     KEUEMBER    THAf     GUI, 

Lord    ahd    Saviour    prats    for    our    preserv.^- 

TION. 

L  It  is  the  protince  op  god  to  take  us  out 

or    THE  WORLD.        ■ 

It  is  the  obvious  design  of  the  Scripture  to  bring 
the  mind  into  a  pious  frame,  by  inducing  us  to  ac» 
knowledge  God  in  all  our  ways  ;  to  apprehend  him  ia 
every  occurrence  ;  to  adore  him  in  the  field,  as  well  as 
in  the  temple  ;  to  hold  communtnn  with  him  in  his 
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cur  death.  In  our  appointed  time  we  appear ;  in  the 
places  designed  fpt  us  we  are  dropped.  When  we 
have  finished  our  course,  and  ended  our  work,  ^^he 
^^  says,  Return,  ye  children  Af  men  )"  and  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  enemies  to  accelerate^  or  of  friends  to  re*t 
f ard  the  period  of  our  departure.  ^*  Is  there  not  an 
^  appointed  time  to  man  upon  earth  ?  are  not  his  days 
^*  also  Uke  the  days  of  an  hireling  ?''  '^  His  days  are 
^^  determined,  xh&  number  of  his  months  are  with  thee ; 
^  thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pass.' 
^  In  his  hand  thy  breath  is,  and  hb  are  all  thy  ways.^ 
^  The  righteous  and  the  wise,  and  their  works,  are  in 
^  the  hand  of  God."  Does  he  *<  number  the  hairs 
^  of  your  head,'*  and  not  the  years  of  your  pilgrim- 
Hge?  Poes  ^^not  a  sparrow  fall  to  the  ground  with-* 
<*  out  your  hes^venly  Father  ?"  and  are  ye  not  "  of 
**  more  value  than  many  sparrows  ?'* 

This  world,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  was  never 
designed  fully  to  accomplish  the  purpose 'of  God  in  the 
miginal  creation  of  man.  It  was  to  precede  a  nobler 
state ;  and  the  mode  of  transition  from  glory  to  glory, 
would  have  been  easy  and  delightful.  Eiut  the  passage 
is  now  become  rough  and  dismaying.  ^^  By  one  man 
'^  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin  ;  and 
^  80  death  hath  passed  upon  all  men,  because  all  have 
^  sinned.''  It  is  not  pleasing  to  human  nature,  to 
think  of  being  ^^  taken  out  oP'  these  bodies  in  which 
we  have  tabernacled ;  "  out  of  these  houses  in  which, 
we  have  lived ;  **  out  oP'  these  circles  in  which  we 
liave  moved ;  "  out  oP'  this  "  world,"  in  which  we 
were  born,  and  to  which  we  have  been  so  long  accuse 
tomed  i  to  be  laid  hold  of,  and  detached  firom  all  wt 
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BOW  enjoy^  by  the  messengers  of  ^^  the  king  of  tev- 
^  TOT8  -f"  to  be  (ti'nded ;  to  lie  down  and  putrefy  ;  to 
enter  a  jiew  and  untiied  world.  But  irksome  as  the 
consideration  may  be,  the  christian  cannot  banish  it 
from  his  thoughts ;  he  endeavours  especially  in  partic- 
tolar  circumstances  to  render  it  famiUar-}  and  there  are 
things  which  have  a  tendency  to  encourage  his  mind 
in  the  contemplation  of  it.  The  enemy  is  disarmed 
of  his  sting  ^  while  **  walking  through  the  valley  of  the 
^  shadow  of  death,*"  God  will  be  with  him*  The 
event  is  entirely  under  the  controuling  influence  of  hie 
heavenly  Father.  How  pleasing  is  the  refledion ; 
**  Well  ^  my  times  are  in  his  hand.  On  him  depend 
•'  the  occurrences  of  my  history,  and  the  duration  of 
**  my  life.  He  is  best  qualified  to  judge  of  the  scenes 
^'  through  which  I  am  to  pass,  and  of  the  manner  in 
"  which  I  am  to  leave  the  world,  whether  it  be  sud^ 
den  or  lingering ;  by  accident,  or  disease  ;  alone,  or 
surrounded.with  friends  ;  in  youth,  or  in  age.  It  is 
•*  the  Lord ;  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good. 
*'  Have  I  been  bereaved  of  beloved  relations,  and  use- 
"  fill  connections  ?  my  soul  hath  it  still  in  remem- 
**  brance ;  but  were  they  not  his  ?  He  had  a  right  ■  to 
•*  do  what  he  would  with  his  own.  .  He  came  and 
**  took  them  away,  not  as  a  thief,  but  as  a  proprietor. 
•*  He  employed  in  the  seizure  not  only  power,  but  wis^- 
**  dom  and  kindness.  What  I  know  not  now,  I  shall 
•*  know  hereafter.  Behold  he  taketh  away  ;  who  can 
"  hinder  him  ?  Who  will  say  unto  him,  what  doest 
"  thou  ?  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth,  be- 
"  cause  thou  didst  it.    He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  per- 
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**  feft ;  for  all  his  ways  are  judgment :  a  God  of  truth 
**  and  without  iniquity,  just  and  right  is  he." 

II.  This  .worx-d    is    a    proper    situation   jcml 

THE    PZSCIPLES     OF    JeSUS    TO      CONTINUE     IN     FOR    A 

sLfiAsoN.  It  is  probable^  that  if  our  weak  reason  were 
allowed  to  speculate  concerning  the  state  of  the  righ- 
teous, it  would  deciile  on  the  propriety  of  raising  them 
to  the  high  places  of  the  earth ;  of  delivering  them 
from  all  tribulation ;  of  withholding  from  them  no  joy, 
tfr  rather,  of  calling  them  away  from  this  region  of 
sin,  from  this  vale  of  tears,  from  this  miserable  exile^ 
to  ^'  sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the 
"  Idrigdom  of  heaven."  The  Scripture  seems  to  coun* 
tenance  this  notion.  It  calls,  <^  arise  yc,  and  depart, 
**  for  this  13  not  your  rest ;  because  it  is  polluted ;  it 
•*  shaU  destroy  you  even  with  a  sore  destruction/*  It 
commands  us  "  not  to  be  unequally  yoked  together 
•*  with  unbelievers  :**  and  asks,  "  what  fellowship  hatli 
•*  righteousness  with  unrighteousness  ?  and  what  com- 
"  munion  hath  light  with  darkness  ?  and  what  concord 
"  hath  Christ  with  Belial  ?  or  what  part  hath  he  that 
*'  believeth  with  an  infidel  ?**  How  perfeftly  has  the 
Creator  arranged  every  thing  in  the  universe !  How 
wisely  has  he  separated  the  day  and  the  night,  dry 
land  and  sea,  the  various  classes  of -beasts  and  birds! 
And  will  he  join  the  living  and  the  dead  ?  Will  he 
mingle  error  and  truth,  virtue  and  vice,  and  confound 
.the  pious  with  the  wicked  ?  Yes ;  this  world  so  oppo- 
site  to  their  heavenly  nature,  so  unsuitable  to  their  de- 
sires, so  incapable  of  affording  them  happiness,  while 
&om   every  quarter  it  wounds  and  vexes ;    forcing 


lii«  Tlf  CtsditioH  gf  [Sea.  XII. 

from  them  many  a  iigb,  "woe  is  roe,  that  I  sojourn 
"  in  Mesech ;"  "  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  ! 
*«  for  then  I  would  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest ;  I  would 
"  hasten  my  escape  firotn  the  stormy  wind  and  tem- 
**  pest"— This  world  is  to  retain  them  year  after  year, 
and  our  Ssviour  does  not  pray  to  talce  them  out 
of  it. 

First,  From  their  remuning  here,  the  wicked  derive 
innumerable  advantages.  They  have  instances  of  re- 
ligion  before  them,  which  encourage  while  they  con-i 
demn.  By  these  they  learn  that  godliness  is  praftica. 
ble  and  prnfirable.  They  see  persons  of  the  same  pas- 
sions,  of  the  same  age,  of  the  same  occupations  >pith 
themselves,  walking  in  the  paths  of  righteousness ;  and 
much  oftener  than  we  imagine,  the  portion  of  the  righ- 
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or  counteracted  by  tJicir  rebuke,  their  example,  and 
their  influence.  They  "  are  the  salt  of  the  earth  ;'* 
they  are  **  the  light  of  the  world."  They  are  bles- 
sings in  the  fkmilies,  cities,  countries,  in  which  they 
reside.  They  have  frequently  by  their  prayers  obtain- 
ed deliverances  for  those  among  whom  they  live.  They 
have  "  stood  in  the  breach,"  and  held  back  the  inva- 
ding judgm^ts  of  the  Almighty ;  and  "  except  the 
^^  Lord  of  Hofts  had  left  unto  us  a  very  small  remnant, 
^^  we  should  have  been  as  Sodom,  and  we  should  have 
"  been  like  unto  Gomorrha."  While  a  father  seeft 
his  children  standing  intermixed  with  his  foes,  he 
levels  not  his  arrows  ;  the  one  is  preserved  for  the 
sake  of  the  other.  When  God  has  secured  his  people, 
the  wicked  become  the  fair  mark  of  his  indignation  ; 
'the  vials  of  his  wrath  are  poured  down  ;  time  shall  be 
310  longer ;  the  heavens  pass  away  with  a  great  noise  ; 
^he  earth  is  burned  up. 

Again  ;    Some   reasons  are  taken  from  christians 
hemselves.    '*  Wc  know  that  all  things  work  together 
r  good  to  them  that  love  God."     And  does  not  their 
^^tuation  in  llie  world  call  forth  every  aftive,  every  suf- 
fering virtue  I    Can  there  be  any  grandeur  of  char- 
where  there  are  no   difficulties  and  dangers^ 
there  be  a  triumph  where  there  is  no  warfare,  or  a 
"^varfiatre  where  there  is  no  enemy  ?  When  do  the  righ- 
teous feel  motive,  to  keep  them  humble  ?  when  they 
\>ehold  in  the  wicked  an  image  of  themselves.  When 
are  they  urged  to  gratitude  for  distinguishing  grace  ? 
vhen  they  are  reminded  by  sinners  of  wliat  they  were 
"  by  nature"  as  well  "  as  others'."    When  do  they  dis- 
play  their  compassion,  and  increase  theu:  benevolence  ? 
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While  feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  teach- 
ing'the  ignorant,  and  endeavouring  to  rescue  thnr  fel- 
low-creatures from  perdition.  Can  they  exerdse  (& 
vine  patience  and  for^veness?  Tes,  while  they,  have 
an  opportunity  to  ''  render  good  for  evil."  They  caR 
discover  their  holy  courage  while  bearing  the  "  re- 
"  preach  of  the  cross,"  and  enduring  "  the  defaming 
*'  of  many."  Here,  by  the  sacrifices  they  are  called 
to  make,  and  their  readinest  to  leave  father  or  mother, 
son  or  daughter,  lands  or  life  iox  his  sake,  they  demon- 
strate the  supremacy  of  thar  love  to  -the  Saviour. 
Here,  their  sincerity  and  resolution  appear  unsuspicious, 
by  not  drawing  back,  or  turning  a«de  when  the  world 
would  terrify  by  its  frowns*  or  allure  by  its  smiles. 
Here,  we  behold  the  vigour  of  those  principles,  whicJi 
bear  sway    in  the  minds  of  the  godly  ;  in  heaven  we 
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^  needful  for  him  to  abide^*  longer  "  in  the  flefh  j? 
that  of  this  expediency,  he  mufi  leave  God  to  judge  ; 
that  his  pleasure  will  be  discovered  by  the  event ;  that 
he  will  not  be  detained  a  moment  longer  than  is  ne- 
cessary to  accompUlh  some  valuable  purpose ;  that  in- 
ftead  of  indulging  in  impatience,  it  becomes  him  to 
say  with  Job,  *^  all  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will 
^  I  wait  untiU  my  change  come/'  The  man  in  har- 
-vefty  while  bearing  '^  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,'' 
may  occasionally  look  up  to  see  where  the  sun  is  ;  and 
may  console  himself  with  the  reflexion,  ^*  the  evening 
^  ihades  will  by  and  by  come  on,  and. invite  me  to  an 
^  honourable  retreat ;"  but  it  does  not  become  him  to 
throw  down  his  implements,  and  haften  home,  before 
lie  obtains  such  a  discharge. 

As  chriftians  are  to  think  of  living  for  a  while  in  the 
world,  it  is  not  unreasonable  for  them  to  be  affected 
"With  its  occurrences  and  changes.  Some  plead  for  a 
kind  of  abflraded  and  sublimated  devotion;  which 
the  circum'ftances  in  wljich  they,  are  jJaced  by  their 
Creator  render  equally  impracUcable  and  absurd. — 
They  are  never  to  notice  the  afEdrs  of  government,  or 
the  measures  of  adminiftration ;  war,  or  peace ;  liberty, 
or  slavery ;  plenty,  or  scarcity ;  taxes,  or  money  to 
pay  their  debts;  all  is  to  be  equally  indifferent  to 
them ;  they  are  to  leave  these  carnal  and  worldly  things 
to  others — ^But  have  they  not  bodies  ?  Have  they  not 
families  ?  Is  religion  founded  on  the  ruins  of  humanity  ? 
When  a  man  becomes  a  chriflian,  do^^  he  cease  to  be 
a  member  of  civil  society  ?  Allowing  that  he  be  not 
dte  owner  of  the  fhip,  but  only  a  passenger  in  it*;  has 
ke  nothing  to  awaken  his  concern  in  the  voyage  ?  VS 
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he  be  only  a  traveller  towards  a  better  country,  is  he 
to  be  told,  that  because  he  b  at  an  inn  which  he  is  soon 
to  leave,  it  should  not  excite  any  emotion  in  him, 
whether  it  be  invaded  by  robbers,  or  consumed  by 
flames  before  the  morning?  "  In  the  peace  thereof  ye 
**  (hall  have  peace."  And  are  not  chriftians  to  "  pro- 
•*  vide  things  honcft  in  the  sight  of  all  men  ?"  Are 
they  to  detach  themselves  while  here  from  the  interefts 
of  their  fellow-creatures  ;  or  to  "  rejoice  with  them 
••  that  do  rejoice,'  or  "  weep  with  them  that  weep?"' 
Is  not  religion  variausly  affefted  by  public  transaflions  ? 
Can  a  chrillian  for  inftance  be  indifferent  to  the  cause 
of  freedom,  even  on  a  pious  principle  ?  Does  not  civil 
liberty  necessarily  include  religious,  and  is  it  not  ne- 
cessary to  the  exertions  of  ministers,  and  the  spreading 
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hler  that  our  Saviour  deprecates—*^  If  any  man  will 
^  comt  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  hU 
•*  cross."  ^  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation/' 
€€  Slessed  are  they  who  are  persecuted  for  righteous* 
^  ness  sake:  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'' 
Indigence  and  affliction  are  generally  a  soil  favourable 
to  the  prosperity  of  religion  ;  and  *^  by  the  sadness  of 
^  the  countenance,  the  heart  is  made  better  J'  Secu« 
rity  from  sin  is  preferable  to  immunity  from  sorrow. 
It  is  therefore  moral  evil,  from  which  we  should  be 
most  anxious  to  be  preserved:  And  by  this  you  are 
perpetually  endangered  while  in  the  world.  • 

The  peo^>le  of  the  world  are  enemies  to  religion. 
How  pernicious  are  their  maxims,  their  errors,  their 
number,  their  example,  their  influence  I  How  ensnar- 
ing are  their  snailes,  and  how  intimidating  their  frowns! 
How  powerful  are  the  fear  of  censure,  and  the  love  of 
praise  I  The  things  of  the  world  are  prejudicial  to  a 
life  of  godliness.    Every  station,  every  condition,  hid^ 
innumerable  temptations.     It   has   been  (questioned, 
i0^hether  prosperity  or  adversity  be  the  most  hazar- 
dous.   Affluence  flatters  our  pride,  and  nourishes  the 
pas^CHis ;  it  has  a  tendency  to  draw  off  our  dependence 
from  divine  Providence ;  it  furnishes  us  with  substitutes 
for  the  consolations  of  the  gospel ;  and  as  to  its  duties^ 
it  multiplies  diversions,  excuses,  and  hindrances.    Ma^ 
By  a  man  has  dropped  his  religion  in  walking  from  a 
cottage  to  a  mansion.    ^'  They  that  will  be  rich,  &U 
^  into  temptation,  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish, 
^.  and  hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destru^on 
^  4nd  perdition.    For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of 
^.  ALL  £viL :  which  while  some  coveted  after,  they 
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"  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves 
"  through  with  many  sorrows."  But  indigence  has  its 
perils ;  hence  the  prayer  of  wisdom  has  aJwaya  been, 
"  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches,  feed  me  with 
"  food  convenient  for  me :  lest  I  be  full,  and  deny  thee, 
"and  say,  who  is  the  Lord?  or  lest  I  be  poor,  and 
"  steal,  and  take  the  nanne  of  my  God  in  vain."  Sen- 
bible  things  press  upon  the  body,  and  the  body  affect* 
the  mind.  The  world  has  the  advantage  of  neigh- 
bourhood and  constant  intercourse.  It  presents  itself 
to  the  eye,  ihe  ear,  the  touch.  It  corresponds  with  a 
party  within,  which  excites  us  to  welcome  every  pro- 
posal it  brings.  The  world  does  not  ask  us  to  deny, 
but  to  please  ourselves  ;  not  to  row  against  the  current, 
but  to  sit  down  in  the  boat,  and  ieavc  it  to  the  stream. 
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and  to  destroy  the  most  promising  beginnings  of  se- 
riousness !    Hence  the  apostacy  'of  Detnas  ;  "  he  lovej 
f  ^  this  present  world.''     "Felix  trembled;"  but  '*wll. 
■"ling  to  shew  the  Jews  a.  pleasure,  left  Paul  bound.** 
«  Herod  heard  John  gladly,  and  did  many  wonderfof 

*  things  ;"  but  the  charms  of  a  beloved  Herodias  ob: 
!gined  an  order  for  his  execution.  The  young  marf 
Squired  after  eternal  life,  and  our  Saviour  "  love({ 
'  him  i"  but  "  he  went  away  sorrowful,  iar  he  wai 
'•  very  rich."     "  He  also   that  received  seed  among 

*  thorns,  is  he  that  heareth  the  word ;  and  the  caref 

*  of  this  world,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  riches  choker  ' 

the  word,  and  it  becometh  unfruitful."     And  wherii 

,e  world  does  not  acquire  such  a  predominancy  iij 

le  soul  as  to  be  entirely  subversive  of  religion,  it  may 

■evul  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  be  very  injurious  to  it. 

j1  real  christian  may  have  too  keen  a  relish  for  the  al- 
lowed  indulgences  of  life.  He  may  be  too  much  alive 
to  the  opinion  of  his  fellow-worms.     He  may  be  toa 

?ager  to  "  add  bouse  to  house,  and  to  join  field  to  field.5 
may  "  load  himself  with  thick  clay,"  and  go  oq 

leavlly.  He  may  "  touch  tlie  unclean  thing,"  and 
^!jf;^**^he  Jine  linen  wMch  is  the  rigl|,tapasitess  of  thf 
^j^\a"  and  wear  a  "  gannent  Slotted  ty  the  flesh.^ 
.&  -^t^y,  ,spread  earth  over  his  Rffedioiu,  ajiid  damp 
,'d^  V5^oat;  As  the  consequence  of  jjl  thu  wcu'ldU^ 
.raiience,  there  will  be  little  spirityafit;r  in  his  ccniver-; 
jUfon,'  littJe  life  in  ordinances ;  Uttte  plei^ure  in  draw; 
^Sglpear  to  God;  a  loss  of  inward  pevx;  corroding 
r J»^  a  dread  of  ai^^on ;  a  thorny  dy^ng  |£Uaw, 
^.^triH  be  a  stumbllog  block  to  the  weak,  and  a  dis- 

I^Ht  tofhe^rongj  nor  wil)  hia  religion  stand fartl| 
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prominently  fenough  tp  be  visible  and  striking  **  to 
*'  them  that  are  without." 

Christians,  there  are  two  things  wjiich  we  wish  you 
to  remember.  The  one  is,  that  your  greatest  danger 
lies  in  things  lawful ;  for  the  proposition  of  any  thing 
apparently  sinful  would  awaken  your  fears  and  your  fears 
would  secure  you.  "  Every  creature  of  God  is  good  j" 
but  if  it  be  not  "sanctified  by  the  word  of  God  and 
^'  prayer,"  the  blessing  may  bp  turned  into  a  curse, 
and  our  very  "  table  may  become  a  snare  and  a  trap." 
We  are  even  bound  to  love  oyr  connexions  ;  but  lov^ 
may  grow  up  into  idolatry.  Extremes  are  contigu. 
ous.  The  line  of  separation  between  lawful  and  un- 
lawful  is  a  single  hair.  On  this  the  enemy  takes  his 
station,  in  order,  when  he  finds  us  advancing  to  the 
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tB  enemy.  Regard  it  with  caudon.  Walk  as  among 
snares.  Be  circumspect ;  be  watchfiil ;  and  if  yoa 
wov^  pass  through  the  world  with  safety,  recollect^ 

IV*  That  thb  divine  protection  is  essrn- 
*riAL  TO  YOUR  sEcutLiTY.  The  more  valuable  things 
are^  the  more  dependant  wiU  they  be  found*  Sheep 
ixquire  more  care  than  wolves ;  vines  than  brambles  t 
a  garden  demands  more  attention  than  a  wilderness  ; 
and  children  are  reared  with  fzx  greater  solicitude 
than  animal  young.  Nothing  equals  the  dependence 
of  the  chnstian ;  but  herein  lie  all  the  spiritual  resour- 
ces ;  for  when  he  f^.  is  weak,  then  he  is  strong.** 
Vilien  in  himself  he  can  do  nothing,  he  forms  an  aW 
Uance  vfixh  Omnipotence,  and  can  do  all  things. 

Be  sensible  of  your  inability  to  sustain  and  defend 
yourselves.  Bring  under  your  review  all  those,  who 
possessing  every  advantage,  have  drawn  back  unto  per- 
dition. They  advanced  £u:,  and  prom.ised  weU ;  but 
like  a  stone  urged  up  the  side  of  a  hill,  which,  when 
the  impelling  force  is  removed,  rushes  back  with 
greater  Velocity,  and  bounds  further  into  the  plain  be- 
\om  ;  so  these  have  entered  again  into  the  world,  and 
are  more  distinguished  by  its  vices  and  follies  than  be- 
fore. *^  For  if  after  they  have  esq^ped  the  pollutions 
^  of  the  world,  through  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
^  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  they  are  again  entangled 
^  therein,  and  overcome  ;  the  latter  end  is  worse  than 
^  the.  beginning^** 

Mark  the  falls  of  good  men  themselves,  who  have 
been  **  recovered  from  the  snare  of  the  devil."  When 
they  went  forth,  but .  not   **  in  the  strength  of  the 
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■*'  Lord,"  thej  were  found  unequal  to  the  trial,  and  by 
bitter  experience  were  convinced  of  their  weakness. 
When  our  Saviour  had  informed  the  disciples,  that 
*'  the  Shepherd  would  be  snutten,  and  the  sheep  scat- 
*'  tered  abroad;  Peter  said,  "  though  all  men  should 
"  be  offended  because  of  thee,  I  will  never  be  of- 
*•  fended."  When  our  Lxird  gave  him  the  premoni. 
tion  *'  before  the  cock  crow  twice,  thou  shalt  deny  me 
"  thrice ;  he  exclaimed  *'  though  1  should  die  with 
*'  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  thee."  He  was  sincere, 
but  self-confident;  and  what  was  the  consequence? 
His  resolution  tailed  him ;  and  he  denied  his  Lord 
with  "  oaths  and  curses."  Weigh  well  the  language 
of  One,  who  knows  what  is  in  man,  and  who  has  said 
"  without  me  you  can  do  nothing  :  compare  your  ex- 
irience  wJlh  it ;  and  painful  as  it  will  be,  call  to  s 
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weakness,  they  passed  through  a  world  of  danger ; 
Aeir  sufficiency  was  of  God ;  he  enabled  them  *^  to 
« Titdd  on  their  way  and  to  wax  stronger  and  stron* 
**  ger  }**  he  **  girded  them  with  strength,  and  made 
^  thdr  way  perfect  f"  by  "  him  they  ran  throngh  % 
^  troOp^  and  leaped  over  a  wall  i"  by  him  they  **  trod 
^  on  the  lion  and  adder,  the  young  lion  and  the  drag- 
•*  on  they  trampled  under  feet  ;**  and  He  is  the  same. 
His  ^  hand  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save,  nor 
^  His  ear  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear.**  "  The  Lord  re- 
^  deendeth  the  soul  of  his  servants :  and  none  of  them 
^  that  trust  in  him  shall  be  desolate/' 

As  the  divine  protection  is  necessary,  and  adequate 
to  your  defence,  so  it  is  attunaUe  ;  and  the  last  divi' 
sioa  of  our  subject  shews  us  how  it  is  to  be  obtained — 
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Bv  FRAYSR.  ^  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you  ;, 
seek,  and  ye  shall  find ;  knock  and  it  shall  be  open- 
•*  ed  unto  you."  Hence  the  practice  of  the  saints 
**  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  upon  my  lips,  keep  the  door 
**  of  my  mouths''  "  Hold  thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  be 
"•  safe."  "  Order  my  steps  in  thy  word :  and  let  not 
**  any  iniquity  have  dominion  over  me."     "  Uphold 

*  me  -according  to  thy  word,  that  I  may  live  ;  and  let 

*  me  not  be  ashamed  of  my  hope."     **  Lead  us  not 
■*  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil.'* 

Christians  however  are  sensible  of  the  imperfections 
of  their  own  performances.  They  can  scarcely  call 
tSeir  weak  efforts,  prayer  j  "  like  a  crane,  or  a  swaU 
^  low,  so  did  I  chatter.  Could  I  see  an  inspired  rec-> 
'■  ord  of  all  my  prayers  ;  could  I  see  as  God  does  the 
^  mmner  in  which  I  have  always  addressed  him  ;  the 
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•*  vain  thoughts ;  the  numberless  distractions  ;  how  of- 
•*  ten  I  have  asked  amiss  ;  sometimes  without  ardour, 
"  sometimes  without  confidence."  Hence  it  is  a  plea- 
sing relief  to  their  minds,  to  know  that  their  brethren 
pray  for  thein ;  that  God  is  daily  hearing  from  Up* 
more  devout  than  their  own,  "  Do  good,  O  Lord,  un- 
"  to  those  that  be  good,  and  to  them  that  are  upright 
*•  in  their  hearts."  "Let  all  those  that  seek  thee,  re- 
"  joice  and  be  glad  in  thee  :  let  such  as  love  thy  salva- 
"  tion,  say  continually,  the  Lord  be  magnified."  Is 
my  charafter  here  described  ?  How  pleasing  is  it  to 
refleft,  that  I  am  peculiarly  interested  in  the  daily  sup- 
plications of  all  the  people  of  God;  and  that  "the  ef- 
"  feftual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth 
"  much !" 

But  their  chief  consolation  is  derived  from  a  higher 
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^come  unto  God  by  him,   seeing  he  ever  liveth  tQ 
^  make  intercession  for  them."    It  may  be  necessary 
however  to  caution  you,   not  to  mistake  the  nature 
and  design  of  his  intercession^,    it  is  not  to  infona 
God,  as  if  he  were  ignorant  y  to  remind  him,  as  if  he 
were  forgetful ;  or  to  persuade  him,  as  if  he  were  un« 
kind.    The  appointment  is  entirely  his  own  ;  it  ^rang 
from  lus  mercy,  and  exemplifies  his  wisdom.     What 
a  ^ew  does  it  give  us  of  the  majesty  and  holiness  of 
God,  that  he  will  not  suffer  us  to  approach  him  with-* 
out  a  Mediator !  How  powerfully  does  it  remind  us 
of  our  unworthiness  and  vileness!   How  loudly  does 
it  preach  ta  lis  reverence  and  humility  {  What  be^ 
comes  of  self-iighteousness,   if  we  can  bring  nothing 
deserving  the  divine  regards  ;  if  our  best  duties  need 
foi^veness,  rather  than  recompense ;  if  "  the  iniquity 
^  of  our  most  holy  things"  would  be  suflSicient  to  de- 
stroy all  our  confidence  I  But,   O  how  it  meets  the 
fears  of  the  returning  sinner,  and  the  discouragements 
of  the  dejeded  saint !  "  We  have  boldness  and  access 
"  with  confidence  by  the  faith  of  Him.'^     If  this  dis- 
pensation were  not  designedly  typified^  it  is  beautiful- 
ly  ^i|strated  in  the  address  of  God  ^'  to  Eliphaz,  and 
"his  two  friends."    <*you  have  not  spoken  of  me 
**  the  thing  that  is  right ;    therefore  take  unto  you 
"  now  seven  bullocks,  and  seven  rams,  and  go  to  my 
"  servant  Job,  and  offer  up  for  yourselves  a  burnt  of- 
"  iFering  j  and  my  servant  Job  shall  pray  for  you,  for 
^  him  will  I  accept :  lest  I  deal  with  you  softer  your 
«  foDy.'' 

^We  conclude  by  observing,  what  a  view  this  gives 
us  of  our- Lord  and  Saviour.    What  an  itifinitely  vaSf 
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portantsuttoQ  does  he  occupy !  What  uinndentindL 
ing  must  be  p»oSess,  ttf  be  aonintely  acquainted' with- 
the  diversified  drcuinatutccs  jttd  necisntiet  of  aU  tbtf- 
redeemed!  Hbw  vninralMed'  b  tint  love,  %ludk 
knows  no  vaxittitattBt^  'v^Idc^  jvnden  him  net  only  Ha 
hi&  lowest  abasement,  liM.  n  his  UgjhaBt  dignky,  the 
friend  of  sinners  ;■  aoid  ^x^ikh  indnces  iuiDi  wtfle  snr- 
FouQded  Jby  all  the  tdotidona  «f  lieaTea,  to  fiaten  to 
the -complaints  and  petitions  of  «xh  o£  his  pefii^  up^ 
on  earth  i  and  never  rafien  ban  tor  one  tnoment  ti> 
remit  the  kindness  of  Idi  sttentiDBi  l 

Apin,  what  a-  rsprcseotttkMi  does  die  sal^eft^vt 
-m  of  the  happiness  of  bdievers !  Tfafftigh  thrir  Sa- 
'Viour  be  *' passed  into-  the  bewens"  they  knov  thtt 
he  has  not  drqiped  fak  coBcem  for  them  i  they  I 
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'**  Father ;"  **  fas  u  the  proptisitioii  for  our  fiDs."    He 
«oiild  lay,  "I  have  glorified  thee  en  the  cnth }  I  have 
<**  fiiuflied  the  work  which  thou  haft  givrai-nie  to  do }  and 
-*^  now,  I^her,  ^orify  me.'    "  fie  entered  heaven  with 
**  hU  owm  blood,  having  obtained  eternal  tfedeatption 
f  far  Jit.'    2iis  fiifferings  end  dead,  lus  <^(Baice  and 
irightecwhiels,  all  plead  our  amfti  he  a(ka  nothing 
-which  God  had  not  fuspended  on  a  ^condition  which 
he  had  already  performed.    And  in  -consequence  of 
=all  this,  let  us  remember  the  cert^nty  of  his  success  ^ 
-■*'  I  know  that  thou  hearcst  me  always."    Come  then, 
-christian^  and  ^'rejcnce  with  joy  unspedEable  and  fiiK 
*^  of  glory."    Tott  have  a  Friend  in  court ;  an  elder 
Brother  in  the  palace  of  the  ^ng  of  Kings.    In  his 
laU-preyailing  name  you  may  approach;    and  while 
hlushing  over  your  poor  services,  you  may  be  assured 
■^hat  your  prayers  will  be  heard,    that  your  strength 
-shall  be  equal  to  your  day,  that  your  grace  shall  be 
tcrowned  with  glory,  and  that  **  no  good  thing  shall  be 
-<<*  withholden  from  you."    While  Zechariah  was  burn- 
'ing  incense  within,  all  the  people  were  praying  with- 
out.    O  pleasing  emblem  of  christians,  and  of  "  the 
■**  Kgh  Priest  of  their  profession !"    While  you  are 
praying  in  the  outer  court  of  this  world,  he  is  *'  with-  , 
■"in  the  vail"   with  the  censer,   and  "the  blood  of 
"  sprinkling'!"   It  was  the  happiness  of  the  Isiadites 
while  fighting  in  the  plun  below,  to  lovk  v^p  and  see 
iHIoses  pleading  with  God  for  them  on  the  bilL;  'be  not 
dismayed,   ye  seed  of  Jacob.    *'  Who  shall  -lay  any 
"thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eledf  It  is  Ood  that 
**  justifieth  :  who  is  he  that  condemneth?    It  is  Christ 
'**  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  risen  again,  -who  is  even 
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•*  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  inter- 
*•  ceffion  for  us.  Nay,  in  all  thefe  these  things  we  are 
**  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us. 
*'  For  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
*'  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
*'  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
*'  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us 
*'  irom  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
*'  Lord." 
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^^jk/  /i&^^  fcwtf  yor/i&  a  wind  /rem  the  Lcrdy  and  irm^ 
quails  frm  the  sea^  and  let  tbem  fall  by  the  camp^  Of  If 
^were  a  day^s  journey  on  this  side^  and  as  it  were  a  eb/s 
journey  on  the  other  side^  round  about  the  can^^  andasii 
"ivere  two.  cubits  high  upon  tbe  face  rf  tbe  earth.  And 
Jbe  people,  stood  up  all  that  day^  and  all  that  mgbt^,  mi 
€M  tbe  next  day^  and  they  gathered  the  quails  :  be  tbot^ 
gathered  least  gathered  ten  homers  ;  and  they  spread  tbim 
mil  abroad  for  themselves^  round  about  tbe  camp*  And 
nubile  tbe  flesh  was  yet  between  their  teetb^  ere  it  woe 
€bewedj  tbe  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  ibi 
people  ;  and  the.  Lord  smote  tbe  people  with  a  very^reat 
plague.  And  he  called  tbe  name  of  that  place  Kibrotb-bat^ 
taavab :  because  there  they  buried  the  people  that  lusted. 

XX  ^  ^^^  design  of  the  sacred  Scrip* 
^^tiies  to  m^e  ^^  sin  appear  exceeding  sinful/    Some- 
^nes  they  place  the  evil  before  us  in  its  essential  de^- 
^iftnnity  and  vileness.    At  other  times  they  surround  it 
^th  ^  the  terrors  of  the  Aknighty,''  drawn  from  those 
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dreadful  threatenings  which  juftify  all  our  fears.  To 
confirm  these  declarations,  and  illustrate  these  motives, 
we  have  also  given  us  numerous  examples  in  which 
we  see  the  malignity  of  sin  realized.  "  Let  no  man 
*'  say  when  he  is  tempted,  J  aqi  tempted  of  God  ;  for 
"  God  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth 
'*  he  any  man  ;  but  every  man  is  tempted  when  he  is 
"  drawn  away  of  his  lust  and  enticed.  Then  when 
*'lust  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  sin,  and  sin 
*' when  it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death." 

The  event  which  is  to  engage  our  present  attention 
is  singularly  awful.  We  do  not  wonder  that  God 
who  esteems  the  prayer  of  the  wicked  an  abomination, 
should  refuse  their  unreasonable  cry  ;  hut  when  we  see 
him  working  a  miracle  to  gratify  their  ivlshes,  and  ma- 
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^  on  thk  side,  and  as  it  were  a  day's  journey  on^e 

*  other  side,  round  about  the  caoip^  and  as  it  were  two- 

*  cubits  high  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  And  the 
^people  Ilxx)d  up  all  that  day,  and  all  that  night, 
^  and  all  the  next  day,  and  they  gathered  the  quails : 
^'  he  that  gathered  leaft  gathered  ten  homers  ;  and 
^  they  spread  them  all  abroad  for  themselves  round 
^  about  the  camp.  And  while  the  flesh  was  yet  be- 
^  tween  their  teeth^  ere  it  was  chewed,  the  wrath  of 
^  the  Lord  was  Idndled  againft  the  people ;  and  the^ 
^  Lord  smote  the  people  with  a  very  great  plague. 
^  And  he  called  the  name  of  that  place  Kibroth-hat- 
"  taavah :  because  there  they  buried  the  people  that 
^  Ittfted.''  But,  alas !  though  the  fathers  were  buri- 
ed,  theur  children  survived  ;  and  there  are  many  among 
Chriftiana  now,  as  well  as  among  the  Jews  of  old,  up** 
0a  whose  tombs  Kibroth-hattaavah  may  be  in* 
scribed^  with  a  translation  under,  the  Graves  op 
Lusts.  Let  us  approach  these  sepulcres  and  receive 
infirudion. 

L  Let  us  remark  the  power  and  dominion 
yt  God.  Every  element,  every  creature  is  subjeft  to 
|bb  authority,  and  yields  to  his  contruol.  He  holds 
^*  the  wind  in  his  fift  j*'  he  determines  the  quarter 
from  which  it  blows  \  the  time  of  its  rising  and  of  its 
falling  }  the  degree  of  its  influence  ;.  the  quality  of  its 
effe£b.  "Every  living  thing"  ftands  before  him,  and 
mimfters  unto  him  \  he  says  to  one,  ^^  Go,  and  he  go- 
*•  eth  }  to  another,  come,  and  he  cometh."  He  speaks, 
and  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  beads  of  the  field 
repair  to  Adam  for  names,  to  Noah  for  ihelter.    Has 
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portant  station  does  he  occupy!  What  an  understand- 
ing must  he  pofless,  to  be  accurately  acquainted  with, 
the  diversified  circumstances  and  necessities  of  all  the 
redeemed !  How  unparaUeled  is  that  love,  which, 
knows  no  variableness,  which  renders  him  not  only  ia 
his  lowest  abasement,  but  in  his  highest  dignity,  the 
friend  of  sinners  ;  and  which  induces  him,  while  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  adorations  of  heaven,  to  listen  to 
the  complaints  and  petitions  of  each  of  his  people  up- 
on earth ;  and  never  suffers  him  for  one  moment  to 
remit  the  kindness  of  his  attentions  ! 

Again,  what  a  representation  does  the  subjeft  give 
■OS  of  the  happiness  of  believers !  Though  their  Sa- 
viour be  "passed  into  tbc  heavens,"  they  know  that 
he  has  not  dropped  hb  concern  for  them  ;    they  know 
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^  Faither  ;"*  ^  he  ig  the  propitiation  far  oiir  fins.*^    He 
could  iay,  ^  J  bsnre  glorified  thee  oa  the  earth ;  I  have 
«<«  finiihmi  the  work  which  thou  haft  giv^i-me  to  do ;  and 
-^  now  J  f^faer^  glorify  me.**    <<  fie  entered  heaven  with 
^  his  owB  blood,  hjtving  obtained  eternal  ^redemption 
^  for  u^**'  ^9  fiifferings  and  death,  his  obedience  and 
righteonfiiels,-  all  plead  our  caufe  j   he  a(ka  nothing 
^which'CSrod  had  not  fuspended  on  a  vcondition  which 
he  had  already  performed.    And  in  .consequence  of 
:all  this,  let  us  remember  the  certainty  of  his  success  ; 
**  I  know  that  thou  hearest  me  always."    Come  then, 
christian^  and  '^xejoice  with  joy  unspesdcable  and  fiiH 
^*  of  glory."    You  have  a  Friend  in  court  j  an  elder 
Brother  in  the  palace  of  the  King  of  Kings.     In  his 
^aU-preyailing  name  you  may  approach ;    and  while 
blushing  over  your  poor  services,  you  may  be  assured 
^hat  your  prayers  will  be  heard,   that  your  strength 
shall  be  equal  to  your  day,  that  your  grace  shall  be 
^crowned  with  glory,  and  that  "  no  good  thing  shall  be 
^*  withholden  from  you."    While  Zechariah  was  bum- 
ing  incense  within,  all  the  people  were  praying  with- 
out.    O  pleasing  emblem  of  christians,   and  of  ^^  the 
-**  High  Priest  of  their  profession !"    While  you  are 
praying  in  the  outer  court  of  this  world,  he  is  ^'  with-   . 
••*  in  the  vail**   with  the  censer,    and  "  the  blood  of 
^  sprinklingt'   It  was  the  happiness  of  the  Israelites 
while  fighting  in  the  plain  below,  to  look  u.p  and  see 
Moses  pleading  with  God  for  them  on  the  hilL;  he  not 
dismayed,   ye  seed  of  Jacob.     "  Who  shall  lay  any 
"  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ?  It  is  <Jod  that 
**  justifieth  :  who  is  he  that  condemneth?    It  is  Christ 
^^  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  risen  again,  who  is  even 
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inquire  for  means  of  safety';  but  inattentive  to  tfae  ex- 
posure of  the  soul,,  who  asks  for  the  *■*■  Balm  of  Gile- 
**  ad  ?  for  the  Fhysidan  there  ?*'  We  are  quick-sight- 
ed  in  the  affairs  of  time;  but,  O  what  stupidity  blind* 
us  as  to  the  concerns  of  eternity;  if  there  be  a  pros* 
pefk  of  improving  otir  secular  advantage,  we  need  no 
arguments ;  a  hint  ezdtes  us ;  we  are  awake ;  we  rise 
early,  sit  up  late,  cat  the  bread  of  carefulness ;  we 
form  our  plans ;  we  lay  iK^d  of  every  accidental  as- 
sistance ;  we  compass  sea  and  land.  But  when  we  are 
to  obtain  *'  the-  honour  that  comethi  from  God,"  ta 
gain  a  seat  "  in  heavenly  places,"  to*  secure  *'  the  true 
"  riches,"  we  are  all  torpor  and  forgetfallness ;  we 
need  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept ;  sabbaths 
must  be  instituted  to  impress  us ;  ministers  must  be 
ppointcil  to   [itir  up  our  niiiids  by  way  uf   remem* 


.iSiiu  xiB»2  Concupiscence  Punisbedi  VJS 


^*  while  the  fledi  was  yet  between  their  teeth,  ere  it 
^  was  chewed,  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
^  against  the  people,  and  the  Lord  smote  the  people 
^<  with  a  very  great  plague.'*    £y  \inany  considera- 
tions,  my  Brethren,  do  we  laboiir  to  quench  your  un- 
due ardours  in  the  chace  of  earthly  things.    We  have 
•<>ften  laid  before  you  the  Divine  ^ohibitions.    We 
jhave  shews  you  how  impossible  it  is  *^  to  serve  God 
*«  and  Mammon."    We  have  proved  that    **  a  man's 
-^  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things 
^<*  that  he  possesses  ;'*  that  nature  is  satisfied  with  little, 
and  grace  with  less.    And  after  all  this  are  you  torn 
'^mxh  anxieties,  and  wearying  yourselves  in  worldly 
^porsuits?  Take  another  view;  contemplate  the  vani- 
ty, the  brevity,  the  uncertainty  of  life,  upon  the  con- 
-tinuance  <iS.  which  all  depends.    ^'  Go  to  now,  ye  that 
>*  say,  to-day  or  to-morrow  we  will  go  into  such  % 
^*'  xity,  and  continue  tliere  a  year,   and  buy  tod  seH 
^^  and  get  gain^  whereas  ye  know  not  what  shall  be 
**  on  the  morrow.    For  what  is  your  life  ?  it  is  even 
^*.  a  vapour,  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then 
^  vanisheth  away/'    "  And  he  thought  within  himself 
**  saying,  what  shall  I  do,  because  I  have  ao  room 
**  where  to  bestow  my  fruits?  and  he  said,  this  will 
"  I  do,  I  win  pull  down  my  bams  and  build  greater : 
^  and  there  will  I  bestow  all  my  goods.    And  I  ^ill 
^  say  to  my  soul.  Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up 
'^  for  many  years  ;  tj^ke  ttiine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be 
^*  merry.    But  God  said  unto  him.  Thou  fool,   this 
**  hight  thy  soul  shall  be  required  of  thee :  then  whose 
**  shall  those  things  be  which  thou  hast  provided?" 
^  There  is  one  alone,  and  there  is  not  a  second:  yea, 
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"  he  hath  neither  child  nor  brother;  yet  is  there  no 
"  end  of  all  his  labour  ;  neither  is  hb  eye  satisfied  with 
*'  riches :  neither  saith  he,  for  whom  do  I  labour,  and 
"  bereave  my  soul  of  good  ?  This  is  also  vanity." 
"  Surely  every  man  walketR  in  a  vain  shew :  surely 
"they  are  disqui^ted-'in  vain:  he  heapeth  up  riches, 
"  and.  knoweth- not  who  shall  gather  them."  "  Tn 
*'  the  fullness  of  his  sufficiency  he  shall  be  in  straits : 
"  eVery  hand  of  the  wicked  shall  come  upon  him. 
'*  When  he  is  about  to  fill  his  belly.  Cod  shall  cast 
*'  the  fury  of  his  wrath  upon  him,  and  shall  rain  it  up. 
"  on  him  while  he  is  eating." 

Have  you  read  this  in  the  Bible  only  ?  Is  it  there 
alone  that  human  life  is  reduced  to  a  span,  a  tale,  a 
dream,  a  nothing  ?  Whom  have  you  followed  down  to 
the  grave?  Who  are  perpetually  falling  around  you? 


*'our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  vn$* 
Pdom." 

IV.      It  is  not  the  refusal,  but  the  oratih- 

CATION     OF     OUR    DESIRES     THAT    OFTEN     PROVES    RCT- 

iNOUE.  God  was  provoked ;  aiid  how  does  he  ihew  his 
anger  and  punilh  the  offenders  ?  By  indulgence.  Ah ! 
w^  had  it  been  for  Israel,  if  God  had  turned  away  his 
ear  from  their  clamour,  and  they  had  never  seen  a  quaJL 
Poor  harmless  birds!  you  unknowingly  carry  along 
the  curse  of  heaven.  Deluded  suppliants !  you  hail 
their  approach ;  but  you  are  filling  your  laps  with 
.  poison,  and  plague,  and  death  !  Rachel  said,  "  Give 
_"  me  children,  or  else  I  die.''  She  had  children  and 
(fied.  The  Jews  were  impatient  for  a  king ;  and  says 
God,  "  I  gave  them  a  king  in  mine  anger,  and  took 
"  lum  away  in  my  wrath.*'  '*  Who  knoweth  what 
.  **  is  good  for  man  in  this  life  ;  all  the  days  of  his  vain 
."  life  which  he  spendcth  as  afliadow?"  Connexions 
paffionately  sought  may  prove  "  scourges  in  your  «dea, 
*•  uid  thorns  in  your  eyes/'  A  well-spread  table  may 
be  **  made  a  snare,  and  a  trap,  and  a  ftumbling-block, 
**  and  a  recompense."  Your  prosperity  may  destroy 
you.  *'  They  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation, 
**  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  fooliih  and  hurtful  lufis, 
**  which  drown  men  in  deftruction  and  perdition." 

When  men  are  intemperate  in  their  desires  after 
worldly  things,  and  succeed  in  obtaining  what  Divine 
Providence  from  a  knowledge  of  its  consequences  was 
wining  to ,  withhold,  the  displeasure  of  Ood  com«s 
along  with  their  unhallowed  successes  ;  and  it  matters 
not  in  what  way  the  curse  is  inflided  ;  whether  more 
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visibly  or  secretly  ;  whether  by  miracle  or  by  the  nat- 
ural influence  of  events  on  their  depravity. 

Sometimes  the  things  so  eagerly  lifted  after,  prove 
injurious  to  HEALTH.  Thus  a  man  is  enabled  to  re- 
agn  business  J  but  he  becomes  gloomy  and  melan- 
choly. He  lives  more  sumptuously  and  delictouslyf 
but  diseases,  to  which  he  was  once  a  ftranger,  spring 
from  repletion  and  indulgence  and  becloud  bbtfuture 
days. 

Sometimes  satisfaction  is  taken  out  of  these 
THINGS,  and  the  man  is  far  less  happy  than  he  was 
before  he  had  gained  them.  His  wishes  multiply 
more  than  his  means ;  his  successes  pamper  every 
.principle  unfavourable  to  internal  repose.  "  He  thsrt 
**  loveth  silver  Jhall  not  be   satisfied  with  silver  ;  nor 


mg  which  injures  your  chief  wd£u:e,  and  deftroys  tho 
prosperity  of  the  soul  ?  An  you  firangers  to  that 
^ritualky  of  frame  which  you  once  discovered  I  Are 
you  chilled  in  your  holy  affections  ?'  Are  you  become 
only  formal  worihippers  i.  Are  you  deprived  of  die  joy 
of  Gtod  s  salvation  ^  b  your  conversation  less  in  htar- 
en  i  Do-  you  nundi#wtUy  things  ?  Are  you  more  un- 
willing to  lea^te  this  woiid  and  enter  a>  better  ?  Aad 
are  you  gunners ;  because  with  the  sacrifice  of  all  these 
j:^eligious  advantages  you  have  risen  in  life,  and  in- 
creased in  affluence  l. 

Many  professors  of  religion,  not  satisfied  with  the^ 

ilate  in  which  God'  has  placed  them,  greedily  desice^ 

onore,  and  upon  what  principle  ?  Not  then:  necessities  j 

l)ut  their  lufts.    It  is  not  a  house  they  want ;  this  they 

have  already,  but  a  mansion,    k  is  not  food  and  rai>- 

inent  they  want :    these  are  provided,  but  superfluities. 

It  is  not  an  ability  to  travel  they  want  j.   they  have- 

itrength  ]and  feet  already,  but  it  is  a  carriage,    'piey 

wiih  to  be  idle,  kizurious,  splenctid,  superior  to  others* 

He  enlarges  their  resources  ;  he  indulges  them^  induU 

ges  their  indolence,  their  pride,  their  arrogance,  their 

carnality,  their  forgetfulness  of  God  ;  and  what  is  such 

an  indulgence  ?   what  is  it  for  Providence  to  feed  our 

sin  ?  to  give  us  permiffion  to  go  aftray  ?  and  inftead 
of  hedging  up  our  way  with  tnorns,  to  render  it  allur- 
ing and  seducing,  by  scattering  it  all  along  with  flow* 
ers? 

Men  and  brethren,  the  reflexion  is  no  less  edifying 
than  awfiiL 

It  Ihews  us,  Firft,  How  impoflible  it  is  to  determine 
the  love  or  anger  of  God  from  external  circumftances- 
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•  rich  nun  clotlied  m  purple  and  fioe  linen, 

;  sumptuousl)*  every  daj'.     See  Lazarus  laid 

:  full  of  sores,  and  desiring  to  be  fed  with 

nbs  which  fell  from  his  table.     But  the  for* 

enemy,  and  the  ktter  the  friend  of  God  ; 

>  the  one  has  been  comforted,  and  the  other 

;  and  there  were  the  same  dbpositions  in 

Jlowards  them  when  they  were  upon  earth.  There 

pthing  concerning  which  we  are  more  liable  to 

I  worldly  success.     !t  depends  so  entirely  up- 

Ljod,  and  it  is  so  flattering  to  our  feelings,  that  we 

\  scarcely  persuade  ourselves  that  it  is  ever  an  ud- 

rourable  omen.     But  this  U  not  unfrequently   the 

It  is  sometimes  sent  in  anger  ;  and  we  should 

car  to  ascertain  the  principle  from  which  it  is  giv- 

A  natural  man  regards  only  the   effect,   but  the 

Christian   looks   to    the   Source.     A   stranger  woiJd 

>refer  the  flower  of  a  plant  to  the  root,  but  the  gar- 

■  who  owns   it  values    the  root  more  than  the 

is  well  to  be  able  to  say  "  thou  hast  in 

I  me  from  the  pit  of  cor- 

ipered  the 
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knew  that  it  would  pcnson  him  I  or  the  robe  he  is  gOt 
ii^  to  wear,  if  yoiL  knew  that  it  would  infed  him  with 
the  plague  ?  On  the  other  hand  you  may  err  in  your 
pity.  Tou  say,  such  a  fnend,  alas !  is  reduced ;  but 
he  is  only  taken  down  frwa  the  hill  of  danger,  and 
placed  in  thie  vale  of  safety.  Tou  say,  he  groans  ^ 
yes,  a,  limb  ia  amputating  ;  but  it  is  to.  saye  the  whole 
body  ^m  mortification  and  death. 

Thirdly.  The  prosperity  of  the  wicked,  andthesuf- 
Cerings'of  the  righteous,  are  a  myftery,  which  has  often 
peiplisxed  even  good  men ;  but  here  it  is  expluned. 
He  can  give  in  wrath,  and  refuse  in  mercy.  He  can 
Indulge  us  to  deftrudion  j  and  he  (;aji  chafl;en  us  that 
we  may  not  be  condemned  with  the  world. 

Fourthly.  Here  we  can  harmonize  the  character 
and  promise  of  God  with  those  denials  which  He 
sometimes  gives  to  our  petitions.  He  is  a  God  hear- 
ing prayer.  He  has  said,  "  Ask,  and  it  fliall  be  given 
"  you  i  seek,  and  ye  feall  find.''  But  you  have  im- 
plored many  things  which  you  have  never  obtained; 
This  helps  you  to  underftand  the  scriptures,  and  Ihews 
you  with  what  conditions  and  q^ualifications  God  has 
flpoken.  He  <yd  not  engage  to  gratify  your  desires, 
whether  hb  indulgence  would  be  beneficial  or  inju' 
rious.  This  would  have  been  a  threatening,  not  a 
promise.  A  heathen  could  say,  ''  It  Is  kind  in  the 
**  Gods  not  to  hear  us,  when  we  pray  for  things  that 
♦'  are  evil.**  If  a  man  give  *•  good  things"  unto  hia 
children  in  answer  to  their  reasonable  and  needftil 
desires,  he  is  a  good  father ;  and  who  would  think 
of  refle^ng  upon  him  as  not  discharging  the  du- 
ties of  hb  relation,  because  he  does  not,  while  they 
M  u 
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are  incapablv  of  judging  for  themselves,  give  them  a 
knife  or  a  loaded  piftol,  or  suffer  them  to  climb  a  lad- 
der, and  becoming  giddy  expose  themselves  to  in&nt 
deftruction ! 

Let  us  learn  also,  with  .what  a  reserve  we  fhould  ak 
ways  pray.  Let  us  not  presume  to  determine  before- 
hand that  certain  things  are  indispensably  necessary, 
and  because  we  think  we  absolutely  want  them,  grow 
fretful  and  miserable  when  we  are  refused,  lliis  is 
to  prescribe  to  God  ;  to  impeach  his  wisdom  and  his 
goodness  ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  improper  in  the 
unworthy  who  have  no  claims,  and  in  the  ignorant 
who  have  been  so  often  deceived  in  their  judgments. 
Let  us  always  refer  ourselves  to  his  counsel ;  let  us  be 
always  his  followers,  not  his  guides  ;  let  us  truft,  and 
not  tc;icli  liim,  ;uid  let  us  learn  tit  iniilale  the  example 
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^•seek  them  not."  Our  Saviour  teaches  you  this  les- 
son in  your  very  devotion ; .  *'  Give  us  tWs  day  our 
**  daily  bread."  All  Jacob  stipulates  .for  is  "  bread 
"to  eat  .and  raiment  to  put  on."  And  ** having  food 
**  and  rMmcnt,**  says  an  apostle  "  let  us  be  therewith 
"  content.''  This  is  the  grand  improvement  ^v/e 
ought  to  make  of  the  piece  of  history  before  us ;  ■**  now 
**  these  things  were  our  examples,   to  the  intent 

*'  THAT   WE   SHOULD   NOT   LUST    AFTER    EVIJ.   THINGS, 

*'as  they  also  lusted."  How  were  quails  evil 
things  ?  Is  not  every  creature  of  God  good  ?  The  case 
was  this  ;  they  were  evil  in  their  consequences,  and  al- 
■so  in  the  principle  from  which  they  were  desh-ed. 
These  Jews  craved  them  unnecessarily ;  they  had  a 
sufficiency  before  from  the  miraculous  and  merciful 
providence  of  Heaven ;  they  craved  them  intemper. 
ately  and  unsubmissively ;  they  demanded ;  **  they 
■'  wept  aloud."  Christians,  beware  of  such  senseless 
and  inordinate  longings ;  beware  of  a  roving  fancy  ; 
of  imaj^nary  wants ;  of  unsandMfied  wishes.  "  Dearly 
-'  beloved,  I  beseech  you  as  strangers  and  jMlgrims, 
' '  abstain  from  fleshly  lusts  which  war  against  the  souL" 
*  They  that  are  Christ's,  have  crucified  the  flesh  with 
^  the  affedions  and  lusts." 

Men  and  Brethren,  we  have  forbidden  you  to  seek 
^er  temporal  things  with  too  much  solicitude ;  but 
"cmember,  it  is  far  otherwise  with  regard  to  divine  con- 
cerns. Spiritual  blessings  suit  the  soul ;  afford  real  sat- 
Lsfaftion ;  secure  the  friendship  of  God  j  endure  for 
ever;  these  arc  our  perfeftion.  Here  we  cannot  be 
too  earnest,  too  ambitious,  too  covetous.  "  Open  thy 
**  mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it."    Ask  and  receive. 
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that  "  your  joy  may  be  full."  "  And  this  I  pray 
« that  your  love  may  abound  yet  more  and  more  in 
«  knowledge  and  in  all  judgement  i  that  ye  may  ap- 
*'  prove  things  that  are  excrflent ;  that  ye  may  be  sin- 
*'  cere  and  without  offence  till  the  day  cf  Christ ;  be- 
**  ing  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  whidi  are 
*•  by  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  glory  and  praise  of  God." 


.  r^ 
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Jfm  BO^E  MJtrSTB  XOr  ASWJMBDf  BBCAVSB  THE  fA>rE  OF  GOQ  IS  SSEp 
ABROAD  IV  OUM  BEAETSf  BTTHB  HoLT  GHOSa*  WBICH  IS  GIVEV  UVtm 
VS. 

THE  Christian  never  finds  thb  worl4 
to  be  lus  reft*    He  is  called  to  a  life  of  labour  and  dif- 
ficulty )  of  mortification  and  reproach.    His  affliction* 
are  many ;  but  he  possesses  one  incomparable  advafi- 
tage :  he  has  a  hope  full  of  immortality.    This  rea- 
ders every  duty  deli^tful ;  this  teaches  him  in  what* 
soever  state  he  is,  therewith  to  be  content ;  this  eQ<r 
lightens  hi^  darkness^  and  alleviates  his  sorrow.    Lil^ 
a  helmet  of  salvation,  it  guards  his  head  ip  the  day  of 
battle.    like  an  anchor  qf  the  spul,  it  holds  and  se- 
cures him  in  the  stprms  of  adversity.    Like  2^  pleasing 
companion,  it  travels  with  him  through  all  the  tedi^ 
ousness  of  the  wilderness,  and  often  reminds  him  of 
liis  reudoval  frovthi$  vale  of  tears,  to  the  reft  that  res 
ixiains  for  the  people  of  God.    He  is  saved  by  hope* 
He  rejoices  in  hope. 

Of  this  hope  the  apostle  spealjc^  in  the  words  which 
we  have  peadf  and  his  hmguage  is  peculiarly  worthy 
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of  OUT  attention.  **  And  hope  maketh  not  uhamed. 
*'  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts 
**  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us."  Let 
us  con»der  the  excellency,  and  the  evidence  of  thid 
hope.  Let  us,  I.  Shew  row  it  '  preserves  from 
sHAUB  }    and,    II.     Ascertain    its     connectiok 

WITH   THE   U>V£   O?   GOD. 

Fart  I.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enlaj^e  upon  the  na- 
ture of  hope  ;  it  is  a  pleasing  expectation  of  some  fu- 
ture attunable  good.  But  a  commendation  is  here 
given  it,  wliich  it  will  be  useful  for  us  to  examine. 
It  maketh  not  ashamed.  We  may  take  three 
views  of  it.  We  may  oppose  it  to  the  hope  of  the 
Worldling ;  the  hope  of  the  Pharisee ;  and  the  hope  of 
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m1  to  reward  their  toil,  and  to  indemnify  them  for  the 
4crifices  they  have  made?  As  they  examine  the  ao 
luisition  which  they  so  much  overvalued;  see  how 
:1iey  blush  f  hear  how  they  exclaim  ;  ^^  Vanity  of  van- 
^  ities,  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit  V^ 

M  In  vain  we  seek  a  heaven  below  the  sky ; 

^  The  world  has  false  but  flattering  charms : 
^  Its  distant  joys  shew  big  in  our  esteem} 
^  But  lessen  still  as  they  draw  near  the  6ye> 
<*  In  our  embrace  the  visions  die ; 

*^  And  when  we  grasp  the  airy  forms, 
•*  We  lose  the  pleasing  dream.'* 

Look  forward  and  see  the  worldling  called  to  strip 
and  (fie.  See  him  laying  down  all  his  honours,  all  hb 
riches  on  the  side  of  the  grave ;  bidding  farewell  to 
every  scene  his  soul  held  dear,  and  entering  the  eter* 
nal  world  destitute.  Now  thought  can  no  longer  be 
diverted}  every  disgyise  drops  off;  now  he  forms  a 
true  estimate  of  things;  and  what  does  he  think  of 
those  objeds  for  which  he  deprived  himself  of  rest, 
and  racked  himself  with  anxieties  I  for  wliich  he  dis- 
regarded the  calls  of  religion,  and  abandoned  the  pros- 
pect of  endless  life  ?  What  does  he  think  of  them  now 
they  are  fled,  for  ever  fled,  and  have  left  him  without 
resource?  What  does  Alexander  now  think  of  his 
bloody  trophies  ?  What  does  Herod  now  think  of  kill- 
ing James,  and  condemning  Peter,  because  he  saw 
"  it  pleased  the  people  ?"  What  does  Judas  think  of 
his  thirty  pieces  of  silver  ?  They  are  all  covered  with 
confusion,  and  filled  with  contempt. 

But  let  us  view  them  in  their  present  circumstances. 
Here  they  are  in  their  best  estate ;  they  have  their  por- 
tion in  this  life.    Here  the  crowned  vol^xv^^  oi  ^^v^ 
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world  seem  to  be  happy,  and  they  are  envied  by  all 
around  them.  They  are  envied  ;  but  it  ia  only  by  the 
foolish  and  the  ignorant,  who  know  them  not.  They 
seem  indeed  to  be  happy ;  but  penetrate  through  the 
glory  which  surrounds  them,  and  look  within,  and  you 
will  find  them  harrassed  with  doubts,  agitated  with 
fears,  a  prey  to  evil  passions,  "  a  troubled  sea  when  it 
•'  cannot  rest,  whose  waves  cast  up  mire  and  dirt.'' 
Could  you  approach  them  in  those  moments  in  which 
the  delusions  of  imagination  give  place  to  the  remon- 
strances of  conscience,  and  reason  is  called  to  the 
chair,  you  would  hear  them  confessing  ?  '*  all  this  is 
"  important  only  in  the  eyes  of  ftrangers  ;  they  gaze 
"  on  the  exhibition  and  admire  ;  but  we  are  behind  the 
*'  scenes,  and  view  the  naked   ropes  and  puUies,     "We 


gusts?  How  soon  when  lulled  to  sleep,  have  youp 
charming  dreanu  vanished,  »ad  your  waking-  disquie" 
tudes  tormented  you  again !  At  the  monieat  oF  my 
address,  are  you  happy  l  Da  you  fear  nothing?  desire 
ROtbiag  i!  Are  you  not  asldng  in  language  with  which 
you  commenced  your  career  twenty,  forty  years  ago, 
who  will  shew  me  any  good  ?  Do  you  not  shun  soli- 
tude  and  retirement  i  Are  you  not  afraid  of  cefledion  ? 
Do.  you  not  flee  from  one  company  and  amusement  to 
another,  totget  rid  of  yourselves?  Do  ypu never  envy- 
the  happiness  of  the  brutes?  Are  yoi^  strangers  to  a  w^sb 
that  you  had  never  becn.born  ?  And  if  this  be  the  cas& 
with  i^egurd  to  all  your  good  things,  what  do.  you  ttuok 
(^  your  e^l  ones  ?  Having  no  support  iQ  the  day  of  ad- 
versit^j,  you  must  sink.  Raving  na  diVersioo,  yo^ 
CANNOT  escape  the  sgqurge  of  your  own^^ind  j  and 
consdeoce  free  from  restraints  will  be  able  to  take  a 
dreadful  blow.  Such  is  your  present  condition.  Tou 
are  as  certain,  of  disappointment  in  this  world  as  in  the 
world  to  conie  -,  and  when  you  appear  before  God  la 
judgment,  you  will  not  be  beard  to  lament  tba(  all  your 
enjoyments  are  over,  that  your  happiness  is  endeq 
and  your  misery  begun.  No.  You  will  not  say, 
"  our  happiness  is  ended  j"  but  *'  we  never  were  hap- 
*•  py :  our  misery  is  begun ;  we  always  were  miserable } 
**  we  found  the  way  as  well  as  the  end  of  transgressors 
**  hard,  and  by  a  wretched  time,  we  prepared  oiurselves 
"  only  for  a  more  wretched  eternity.'* 

On  this  dark  ground  wc  bring  forward  the  Chris* 
tian  to  advantage.    The  objeft  of  his  hope  is  the  great- 
est good  a  creature  can  possess;  and  while  in  every 
thing  else  the  expe<^tion  exceeds  the  reality,  in  tbi^ 
N  N 


1^  ilil^  (^».  atav 

the  resility'infiDitely  aurpawM  tin.  «q)eftCiop.  Wfaa% 
we  propose  the  hope  of  the  Cfaristiao,  we  ezdod*  tin* 
ty  evil  we  feel  or  fear  y  every  impeifeidioa  whick  ds. 
grades  or  grieves  tts^  It.  fa  **  a  bpusc  not  maje  mtk 
<^ hands,  eteroal  in  the  bevnm  f*  it  is  "a  dxy  whidi 
**  hath  foundations,  whoieiKuUer  and  w&ose  maker  if 
**  God  i  it  is  "  a  kingdom  tfbicb  oimot  be  sh^en  »•** 
tt  13  "a  crown  of  glory  that  £uWth  bot  nny.**  .Think 
of  the  company  with  whkb  h«  will  associate,^  dw 
truly  wise  and  good;  **'t^-inniiinendile  company  ci 
^  angels ;"  "  the  Lo^  .of  tSi,"  in  whose  **  pmencs 
**  there  b  fullness  (tf  joy*  and  fC  ^ose  r^t  hand  tbtrs 
<*are  pleasures  for  evetmoft."  Tdce  1^  body;  it  ia 
now  vile,  but  it  shaU  be'  changed  and  fialuoMd  'Ska 
the  glorious  body  oi  the  Saviour.    Tlunk  oi.A»  body 
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acquired  this  blessedness,  will  he  be  ashamed  that  he  so 
highly  valued  it»  and  that  to  g^n  it  lie  was  willing  to 
deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross  ?  No ;  rather  if 
shame  should  enter  heaven,  he  would  be  ashamed  to 
thidc,  that  it  made  so  feeble  an  impression  upon  liis 
mind ;  that  it  engrossed  so  little  of  his  attention  ;  that 
with  such  a  happiness  in  prospeft,  he  should  ever  hayc 
^Talked  mournhilly  before  the  Lord;  and  that  witi) 
such  a  priee  suspended  before  him,  be  should  ever  hav« 
{wen  so  sluggish  in  Jus  endeavours  to  seize  it. 

Secondly.  Hope  may  cause  sham?  by  the  weak- 
ness OF  its  foundation  :  and  such  is  the  hope  of 
the  SELF-RioHTEous  Phj^risee.  Fot  On  what  does 
he  place  his  dependence  but  something  of  his  owiij 
his  own  worthiness,  or  his  own  works  ?  And  here  we 
may  observe,  first,  that  what  he  relies  on  does  not  come 
up  to  the  nature  of  genuine  religion,  but  is  something 
merely  ritual,  ceremonious,  external,  in  which  the 
heart  has  no  concern.  He  derives  his  encouragement 
from  negative  qualities,  from  comparistHi  of  himself 
with  others,  from  tiie  number  of  his  performances, 
from  the  balancing  of  duty  with  omissions,  apd  of  virtue 
with  vice.  "  And  the  Pharisee  stood  and  "prayed  thus 
**with  himself:  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as- 
**  other  men  are,  estortjoners,  unjust,  adulterers,  or 
**  even  as  this  Publican.  1  fast  tvfice  in  the  week,  J 
*'  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess."  Secondly,  if  the 
works  he  pleads  were  in  their  principles  truly  spurit- 
ual  and  holy,  they  would  not  afford  a  ground  of  de- 
pendence. They  would  be  a  part  of  the  building, 
but  could  not  be  the  foundation.  They  would  furnish 
419   with    evidence,   but  could  not  giv$  us  a  title. 


i^i 
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Thirdly,  the  indulgence  of  such  a  hope  is  even  crinii- 
Jial,  and  highly  offensive  to  God.  While  he  seeks  to 
obtain  a  right  to  eternal  life  by  his  own  obedience,  he 
is  seeking  salvation  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  not 
by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.  Accordingly  he  opposes 
the  whole  design  of  the  Gospel  dispensation  ^  robs  God 
of  his  peculiar  glory  ;  reflefls  upon  his  wisdom,  as  hav- 
ing been  employed  in  a  needless  trifle  j  contemns 
his  authority  in  commanding  us  to  believe  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  denies  his  truth  in  tlie  record  which  he 
has  ^ven  of  his  Son ;  frustrates  his  grace,  and  makes 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  dead  in  vain.  He  disregards  the 
love  and  mercy  of  tlte  Saviour,  tramples  under  foot 
the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  views  his  righteous- 
ness and  his  sufferings  as  wholly  unnecessary,    or  as 
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*^  mth  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord?"  ■*  Where  cm  I 
**  safely  rest  a  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed  ?^  Hmm 
inqiurics  lead  him  to  the'Bible,  and  he  soon  finds  the 
information  he  wants.  "The  Son  of  man  is  com» 
**  to  seek  and  %o  save  that  which  was  lost.  It  hath 
«*  pleased  the  pather,  that  in  him  should  all  foUneai 
^  dwell.  He  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  beloved. 
**  He  is-the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  erery 
<*  one  that  belia^jth.  By  him  all  that  believe  are  jua- 
*'  tified  fredy  from  all  things."  This  is  like  cold  wa- 
ter to  a  .thirsty  soi}l*  T^is  attracts  him ;  this  deter* 
mines  the  course  of  his  application.  "  In  him  will  1 
*'  trust.  He  is  the  door,  by  him  will  I  enter.  He  is 
**  the  only  refuge,  in  him  I  will  hide.  There  is  no 
'^  other,  and  I  desire  no  other  foundation ;  and  on 
**  this  will  I  build.  I  love  ob^ence,  I  pray  for  gra. 
^'  itude  i  btit  I  abhor  merit,  Wh^n  I  have  done  all, 
**  I  am  an  unprofitable  servant ;  «n  mixes  with  all  I 
*'do:  ]  MUST  relinquish  every  other  confidence;  I 
**  have  no  medium  between  this  reliance  and  de- 

**  SPAl^.'* 

Now  this  hope  cannot  deceive  him ;  it  is  as  firm  4s 
the  tnKti  of  God,  and  the  all-sufficiency  of  the  Saviour 
can  tnake  it.  "  Behold,"  says  God,  *'  I  lay  in  Zipa 
"  a  stumbling  stone  and  rock  of  offence  :  and  whoso- 
**  ever  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  ashamed."  In 
proportion  as  the  faith  of  the  believer  increases  he 
']>artakes  of  this  assurance,  and  can  say,  *>  I  know  in 
-*.*  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded  that  'he 
■"  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him 
**  against  that  day."  See  him  advancing  to  the  throne 
joi  Gpd  -f  "  Who  is  he  that  cpndeipneth  i    It  i^  Christ 
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immortality,  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away^ 
'*  Now  THE  God  op  hops  fill  you  with  all 
**  joy  and  peack  in  believing,  that  you  mat 
"  abound  in  hope,  t£[rouch  the  power  of  thi 
**  Holt  Ghost." 
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does  not  oveixome  the  world  ;  whose  hope  does  not 
purtfy  them  "  even  as  He  is  pare."  For  while  in  this 
state,  their  expectation  of  heaven,  whatever  be  their 
knowledge  or  theur  creed,  is  a  mere  fency.  A  man 
with  all  his  ignorance,  may  as  weQ  persuade  lunuelf 
that  he  is  the  greatest  philosopher ;  or  with  all  his  in-' 
digence,  may  as  rationally  conclude  that  he  is  possessed 
ef  all  the  wealth  of  the  Indies,,  as  persons  imagine^ 
that  they  are  ina  fur  way  for  glory,  while  they  are 
strangers  to  real'  sanctification  and  **  newness  of  life.*' 

There  is  nothing  in  the  Scnptures  that  does  not 
condemn  such  aa  hope.  It  assures  us  that  **  without 
**  hoHnefi  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord :"  and  that  e^ 
cept  we  "  be  converted,  and  become  as  little  chiU 
•*  dren,"  we  **  Ihall  in  no  case  enter  the  kingdom  of 
•*  God."  Hence  our  Saviour  by  a  very  ftriking  umil- 
Itude  holds  forth  the  folly  of  leaning  on  any  thing  as 
9.  PR.OOP  of  our  ftate,  separate  from  holy  obedience. 
**  Whosoever  heareth  these  things  of  mine,  and  do- 
'*  £TH  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man,  who 
**  built  his  house  upon  a  rock :  and  the  rain  descended 
".  and  the  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew  and  beat 
**  upon  that  house  :  and  it  fell  not,  for  it  was  founded 
*5  upon  a  rock.  And  every  one  that  heareth  these 
*'*  sayings  of  mine,  and  doeth  theh  not,  fliall  be 
**  Iikene4  unto  a  foolilh  man  who  built  his  house  upon 
*' the  sand;  and  the  rain  descended  and  the  floods 
•'  came,  and  the  winds  blew  and  beat  upon  that  house ; 
<*  and  it  fell,  and  great  was  the  &11  of  it." 

And  indeed,  to  take  another  view  of  the  subjeft, 
it  would  be  perfeftly  useless  to  give  such  a  man  a  title 
to  glory,  and  even  to  bring  him  there  ;  for  he  would 
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be  miserable  {till  ;  he  would  cany  hell  along  with  him 
in  his  sin  ;  he  would  have  no  capacity  for  the  services^ 
no  relifli  foi*  the  enjoyments  of  heaven.  God  himsetf 
cannot  do  that  which  conlraiids  the  essential  perfect 
tions  of  his  nature,  and  he  cannot  make  us  happy  witlt 
himself  till  he  has  made  us  holy  like  himself.  "  For 
**  what  fellowftiip  hath  righteousness  with  unrighteous' 
•*  ness  ?  and  what  communion  hath  light  with  dark- 
**  ness  ?"  Thus  the  very  nature  of  things,  as  well  as 
the  word  of  God,  necessarily  limits  this  hope  to  the 
regenerate  and  sanftifiad.  And  therefore  the  grand 
inquiry  fliouid  be,  what  evidence  you  have  of  this 
change,  and  what  reason  you  are  able  to  give  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  you  f  A  more  convincing  and  satis- 
fa^ory  one  it  is  impassible  to  assign,  than  the  apoftlo 
ftfrniiAes, 


ship  insure  ?  "With  him  there  is  nO;  variableness  op 
ritadow  of  turning.  He  is  able  to  do  for  us  exceeds 
big  abundantly^  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think.  He 
knoweth'  all  things.  He  is  very  pitiful  and  of  teode? 
merejr.' 

Secondly.  This'  love  characVeriafes  the  persons  for 
whom  'this  happiness  is  reserved.  Search  the  scrips 
tUres  and  see,  who  are  authorised' to  claim  the  promise 
of  eternal  life.  Not  those  who  are  enemies  to  God  by 
wicked  works,  riot  those  wlib  live  without  Ood  in  the 
world.  No ;'  but  those  and.  those  only,  who  desird 
and-  strive  to  please  and  to  serve  him — ••**  We  know 
**  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
**  love  God.'*  "  Blessed  is  the  man.  that  endureth 
**  temptation,,  for  when  he  fa  tried  he  shall  receive  the 
**  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promised  to 
•*them  that  love  him."  "Hath  not  God  chosen- the 
**  poor  of  tMs  world  rich  in  faith,  and  heics  of  the 
^'  kingdom  which  he  hath  promised  to  them  \.hai  love 
>*  him  V 

Thirdly.  This  love  qualifies  us  for  the  glory  which 
tiiall  be  revealed.  Take  a  proper  view  of  this  happi- 
ness; is  it  not  divine?  does  it  not  flow  from  the  presr 
ence  of  God  ?  from  the  display  of  his  perfeftions  ? 
horn  the  adorations  and  praises  which  he  will  eternal 
ly  receive  ?  What  then  can  prepare  you  for  it  but  the 
love  of  God  ?  If  you  do  not  love  a  person,  it  would 
be  a  torment  rather  than  a  delight  to  be  continually 
with  him,  and  to  hear  him  extolled.  But  the  stron- 
ger the  love  is  which  you  bear  to  another,  the  more 
pleasure  you  feel  in  his  company  and  conversation,  the 
Biore  satisfaction  you  derive  from  the  share  you  h»T« 
O  o 
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Tlie  Jews  irom  the  beginning  were  the  professing  peo- 
ple oi  God.  They  had  never  been  wanting  in  higli 
pretensions  and  promises.  When  the  Law  was  given 
uii  Horeb,  they  exclaimed,  "  all  that  the  Lord  com- 
"  mandeth  us  will  wc  do,  and  be  obedient."  When 
Jushua  addressed  them  in  Shechem,  they  again  said, 
*'  the  Lord  our  God  will  wo  serve,  and  his  voice  will 
"  we  obey."  "  Nevertheless,  they  did  flatter  him 
*'  wilh  their  moulh,  and  they  lied  unto  him  with  their 
"  tongues.  For  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him, 
"  neither  were  they  stedfast  in  his  covenant."  '*  What 
**  shall  we  say  then  ?  That  the  Gentiles,  which  £61- 
*'  lowed  not  after  righteousness,  have  attained  to  righ- 
*'  tcousness,  even  the  righteousness  which  is  of  faith : 
*'  but  Israel,  which  followed  after  the  law  of  righ- 
V-  teniisnpss.  hath  onf  attained  to  the  law  nf  ritrhteotift- 
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^t  a  hope  conneAed  with  the  love  of  God,  may  be 
^ely  indulged^  and  can  never  make  us  ashamed.  For 
this  love  is  the  proof  of  the  divine  favour }  the  char* 
a&er  of  the  heirs  of  promise^  the  preparation  for  ftu 
ture  glory ;  the  commencement  of  heaven,  the  dawn<- 
sng  of  the  day,  the  £rst  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  the  earnest 
tpf  our  inheritance. 

Men  and  Brethren,  attend  to  a  few  refle<f)ions, 
'which  naturally  arise  from  this  important  subjeA.  The 
£r8t  is  awful  and  distressing.  We  have  reason  to  fear 
that  the  hope  cherished  by  the  greater  part  of  man* 
kind,  and  by  too  many  profressors  of  religion,  is  such 
as  wiU  cover  them  ^^  with  everlasting  shame  and  con- 
•**.  tempt'*  Periiaps  there  are  some  of  this  deluded 
number  in  this  assembly.  You  are  ready  to  say,  '*  our 
^  minds  are  easy ;  we  feel  no  forebodings ;  we  hope 
f ^  to  be  saved,  and  are  not  inclined  to  question  the 
**  propriety  of  our  conclusion,"  Even  this  circum- 
stance  looks  suspicious,  lliis  rehiAance  to  examine 
your  state  betrays  apprehension  of  its  goodness.  And 
who  in  a  case  of  such  moment,  would  leave  things 
<ioubtful  and  uncertain  ?  Su£fer  me  then  to  ask  you 
what  your  hope  is  ?  WiU  it  bear  investigation  ?  Is  it 
san^oned  by  the  word  of  Truth  ?  Has  it  been  form^ 
ed  in  the  light  of  convidion,  or  is  it  the  offspring  of 
darkness  ?  Is  there  no  danger  of  its  proving  false  and 
fatal  ?  Such  the  hope  must  prove,  that  is  accompa^ 
jnied  with  no  suitable  influence,  produfiive  of  no  prop« 
er  effeSs ;  in  other  words,  that  is  not  in  alliance  with 
the  love  of  God.  But  alas !  if  the  love  of  God  was 
ja  you,  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to  live  as  you 
jaow  do«     You  could  not  banish  him  from  yo^r  ro- 
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in  liis  regards,  and  from  the  confidence  which  enables 
you  to  say,  he  is  mine.  By  loving  God  you  are  prepar- 
ed for  a  happins^ss  which  is  found  only  in  him.  And 
lias  he  made  you  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheri- 
tance of  the  saints  in  light  ?  and  will  he  fail  to  give 
you  possession  ?  Has  he  qualified  you  for  a  situation 
which  you  shall  never  fill?  and  prepared  you  for  a 
blessedness  which  l>e  never  designed  you  to  experi- 
ence  ? 

Fourthly.  This  love  is  indeed  the  beginning,  and 
the  foretaste  of  this  happiness.  We  are  always  the 
same  with  the  object  of  our  afFcdion.  The  image 
dwelling  in  the  mind,  leaves  its  impression.  We  take 
the  likeness  of  the  excellency  we  contemplate,  and 
arc  exalted  into  the  perfeiflion  we  adore.     If  our  love 
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that  a  hope  conneAed  with  the  love  of  God,  may  b« 
safely  indalged,  and  can  never  make  us  ashamed.  For 
this  love  is  the  proof  of  the  divine  £avour ;  the  char- 
a&er  of  the  hdrs  ^f  promise^  the  preparation  for  fu- 
ture glory ;  the  commencement  of  heaven,  the  dawn.^ 
vtg  of  the  day,  the  £rst  fruits  of  the  Spirk»  the  earnest 
f]f  our  inheritance. 

Men  and  Brethren,  attend  to  a  few  refle^ons, 
■whidi  natuiaUy  arise  from  this  important  subjed.  The 
£rst  is  awfiil  and  distressing.  We  have  reason  to  fear 
that  the  hope  cherished  by  the  greater  pait  of  man- 
idnd,  and  by  too  many  profiressors  of  religion,  is  such 
as  win  cover  them  "  with  everlasting  shame  and  con- 
-**  tempt,"  Pertiaps  there  are  some  of  this  deluded 
number  in  this  assemUy.  You  are  ready  to  say,  **  our 
**  minds  are  easy ;  we  feel  no  forebodings ;  we  hope 
i*  to  be  saved,  and  are  not  iDcUned  to  question  the 
**  pnqniety  of  our  conclusion,"  Even  this  circum- 
stance looks  suspicious.  This  rehn^tance  to  examine 
your  state  betrays  apprehension  of  its  goodness.  And 
who  in  a  case  of  such  moment,  would  leave  things 
.<ioubtful  and  uncertain  ?  Suffer  me  then  to  ask  you 
what  your  hope  is  ?  Will  it  bear  investigation  ?  Is  it 
sanftioned  by  the  word  of  Trut.h  ?  Has  it  been  form- 
ed in  the  light  of  coDvi^tion,  or  is  it  the  oflspring  of 
darkness  i  Is  there  no  danger  of  its  proving  ^se  and 
fital  i  Such  the  hope  must  prove,  that  is  accompa* 
nied  with  no  suitable  influence,  produffive  of  no  prop- 
er e&&  i  in  other  words,  that  is  not  in  alliance  with 
the  love  of  God.  But  alas  I  if  the  love  of  God  was 
in  you,  it  would  be  impossible  for  you  to  live  as  you 
fiow  do.     Tou  could  luit  banish  him  iirom  your  ro- 
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JneQibrance  ;  your  meditation  of  him  would  be  sweet* 
and  your  thoughts  of  liim  would  be  precious.  You 
could  not  love  the  world ;  "  for  if  any  man  love  the 
*'  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  You 
could  rtot  transgress  rtie  divine  laws;  "for  this  is  the 
*'  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his  commandments." 
You  could  not  be  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  your 
fellow  creatmes  ;  for  "if  a  man  say,  1  love  God,  and 
*'  hatcth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar ;  for  he  that  loveth 
*'  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  lie  love 
**  God  whom  he  liath  not  seen."  "  Whoso  hath  this 
*'  world's  good,  and  sceth  his  brother  have  need,  and 
."  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how 
"  dwelleth  tlie  iove  of  God  in  him  ?'  Destitute  of  the 
Jove  of  God,  it  matters  not  what  you  are.     It  this  be 
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dience.  ^^  Then  shsdl  we  know,  if  .we  fcXkm .  <»i  to 
5f  know  the  Lord  :  his  going  forth  is  prepared  as  the 
H^  n^oming  ;  and  le  shall  come  unto  vs  as  the. rain,  at 
f^  the  latter  and  the  former  rain  upon  the  earth.'' 
^'  He  that  hath  my  commandments  and  keepeth  them^ 
^<  he  it  is  that  loveth  me  :  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall 
."  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and 
f  *  manifest  myself  to  him.'* 

Thirdly,  There  are  some  of  you,  in  whose  hearts 
the  Holy  Ghost  has  shed  abroad  the  love  of  God« 
By  a  display  of  infinite  benevolence,  he  has  slain  the 
enmity  of  your  minds,  enlightened  your  understan4* 
ings,  and  renewed  your  dispositions.  It  is  now  your 
ichief  sum  to  please  and  to  enjoy  him.  And  your  Ian* 
gus^e  is,  ^^  whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there 
*'  is  none  upon  e^rth  that  I  desire  beside  thee.  The 
f^  Lord  is  my  portion,  saith  my  soul,  therefore  wili:. 
*'  I  HOPE  IN  Him. — *'  Yes  ;  and  you  have  rea- 
son to  do  $0.  Let  the  exercise  of  this  hope  be  constant 
and  increasing.  Though  you  have  much  in  possession, 
you  have  infinitely  more  in  reversion.  In  whatever 
Sense  you  are  poor,  in  one  you  are  certainly  rich-*- 
Hope.  From  the  emptiness  of  the  creature  you  can 
fum  to  the  fullness  of  the  Word,  and  say  **  Thy  testis 
"  monies  haye  I  taken  as  my  heritage  for  ever,  for 
**  they  are  the  rejoicing  of  my  heart."  You  have 
now  supplies,  and  in  a  litde  while  you  will  be  ^^  Lord 
**  of  all."  Give  vigour  and  scope  to  this  principle  in 
all  the  circumstances  which  can  awaken  thy  concern. 
Hope  for  strength  equal  to  thy  day.  Hope  for  suc- 
cour in  trouble ;  for  assistance  in  duty  ;  for  help  ia 
ideath.    Hope  for    a  joyful   resurrectiont    t  blessed 
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immortality,  a  crown  of  glory  that  fedeth  not  away. 
**  Now    THE    God    of    hope    pill   you    with  all 

•*  JOY     AND     PEACE      IN      BELIEVING,     THAT   YOU    MAY 
**  ABOCND     IN     HOPE,     THROUGH   THE    POWER.   OT    THE 

«Ifoi.T  Ghost." 


S  E  R  M  O  N  XV. 

THE  PABABI£  OF  THE  TWO  «(»I8. 

Matt,  zzii  38.  38. 

fFmdY  rwnrx  rut  A  eMxr^nrtiJir  kao  rmi  nun  j  ^m  mm  mjw 
9a  fBE  ritsr,  AMD  sAzOf  Sa»t  60  wwr  n-DAr  a  mr  rnu- 
rjaof  ME  AMamaso  akd  saib,  I  will  tnri  muT  AtrutWAMO- 
MB  KgFaKTMD  AXD  wxur.  jtxD  Et  cjHB  f«  tsa  aweoao,  Atai 
SAID  Lixatrisa.  Akd  be  amiweeso  akd  sajd,  leo,  8i*j  Atn 
wa»T  KoT.  Weetbee  or  .nnx  rr^nr  aid  m  will  9e  mn 
rsnEEt  raaraAr  uirro  eik,  raa  riEar, 

JVfY  Brethren,  it  is  no  very  easy  dturg: 
to  lodge  an  obnoxious  trath  in  k  mind  armed  frith 
preju^ce:  **  Lovers  of  themselves,"  men  are  avetie 
to  the  knowledge  of  their  imperfectSons,  and  retmun 
**  willingly  ignorant"  of  (&a)veries  which  woidd  in- 
terrupt their  pursuits,  or  i£sturb  thrir  slnmbers. 
Hence  the  wise  have  contrived  a  spedes  of  instruction 
by  which  they  conceal  thnr  de»gD,  till  the  sentiment 
they  wish  to  convey  has  taken  possession  of  the  mihd. 
Then  they  strip  off  the  disguise,  and  e^ubit  thdr 
meaning ;  and  the  man  finds  to  his  surprise  md  con- 
fiiuon,  that  he  has  admitted  a  coaclusion  wUch-crim- 
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inates  himself,  and  that  out  of  his  own  mouth  he  is 
condemned.  He  is  led  on  unconsciously  step  by  step-, 
tiU  he  finds  his  retreat  cut  o£F,  and  he  is  compelled  to 
surrender. 

He  who  "spake  as  never  man  spake,"  csceited  in 
this  as  well  as  in  every  other  mode  of  tuition.  A 
memorable  instance  is  now  before  us.  His  adversa- 
ries had  asked  our  Saviour,-  by  what  authority  he  had 
commenced  reformer,  and  had  purified  the  temple. 
He  engages  to  satisfy  them*  provided  they  will  answer 
him  one  question,  namely,  Whence  John  derived  his 
aluthority  to  preach  and  baptize  ?  They  found  them- 
selves equally  in  a  dilemma,  whether  they  acknowl- 
edged the  origin  to  be  human  or  divine.  *'  if  we  shall 
"  say,  from  Heaven  j  he  will  say  unto  us,  why  then 
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and  the  pretdnduig.'  Some  among  his  hearers  were 
profligate.'  Such  were  publicans  and  harlots.  The» 
made  no  profiesaob  of  religion ;  they  ndver  spake  o£ 
the  Mes^ah,  or-  hopfcd  for  his  kiagdom.  But  when 
they  heard  JoIhi,'  they  received  his  dodrihe ;  were 
humbled  by  it ;  abd  obtained  repentance  aiid  remis- 
non  of  sins.  Others  were  san^monious. '  Such  were' 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  They  assumed  extraordi^ 
nary  appearances  oi  devotion;  observed  every  pundilio 
of  the  law,  wore  apeodlar  dress^  usaj  a' singular  galr,' 
crucified  their  countenances,  made  kuig  prayers  and 
frequenlf  ^ts,  gave  tithes  of  all  their  possessions,  and 
pretended  a  hi^  regard  for  the  writings  of  Moses  and 
the  prcf  hetsj  who  all  testified'  of  Christ.  But  whed' 
lus  forerunner  came  and  announced  his  speedy  ap^  ' 
proach,  they  inconsistently  rejedled  his  ministry.' 
Thus  iax  we  cannot  be  mistaken,  for  we  follow  an  in•^ 
fallible  Guide — "  Jesus  saith  unto  them.  Verily,  I  say 
'*  Vnto  yout  that  the  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the 
**  kingdom  of  God  before  you.  For  John  came  un>i 
'*  to  yuu  in  the  way  of  righteousne^,  and'  ye  believed 
**  him  not ;  but  the  publicans  and  hurlots  believed 
*'  him.  And  ye,  when  ye  had  seen,  repented  not  af- 
**  terwaid,  that  ye  might  believe  him." 

By  a  more  extensive  allusion,  it  applies-  to  the  Jews 
and  the  Gentiles.  The  Gentiles  were  the  children 
of  disobedience }  they  had  Uved  without  God  in  th* 
vrorld,  and  the  way  of  peace  had  they  not  known ; 
but  when  the  Gospel  was  published  among  them  they 
••  obeyed  from  the  heirt  the  form  of  doArine  which 
*•  was  delivered  to  them :  and  being  made  free  from 
**  sin,  they  became  the  servants  of  righteousne^v'* 
P  p 
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The  Jews  from  the  beginniHg  were  the  professiog  peof 
pie  of  God.  I'bey  had  never  been  waoting  in  higli 
pretensions  and  promises.  Wbea  the  Law  was  ^veB 
on  Horeb,  they  exclaimed^  **aU  that  the  Lord  com- 
*'  mandeth  us  will  we  do^  and  be  obedient.'-'  When 
Joshua  addressed  them  in  Shechem,  they  again  sud, 
**  the  Lord  ouv  God  will  we  serve,  and  his  voice  will 
**  we  obey."  "  Neverthdess,  they  did  flatter  him 
**  with  their  mouth,  »id  they  Ked  unto  him  with  their 
**  tongues.  For  their  heart  was  not  rig^t  with  him, 
"  neither  were  they  sted&st  inhis  cx)venant."  " What 
*'  shall  we  say  then  \  l^at  the  Gentiles,  whkh-  fioL 
*<  lowed  not  after  righteousness,  have  attained  to  ngh- 
''  teousness,  even  the  righteoosness  which  is  of  hSalck  x 
*'  but  Israel,   which  followed  after  the  law  of  righ* 
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•concern.  To  display  his  authority  and  to  secure  their 
wdfare.  He  addresses  them  in  language  appropriate 
to  their  circumstances.  His  command  is.  distinguish- 
ed by  three  charaders.    It  is .  affectionate  j   it  is 

J>RACTICAI.;   it  is  URGENT. 

First.  It  is  AFFECTicmATE.  He  sj)e2dn  as  unte' 
^Idren,  *'  My  Son,  go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard." 
He  is  the  lovdy  Father  of  all  mankind ;  and  thougk' 
sia  has  rendered  us  unworthy  of  his  care,  it  has  not 
-destroyed  our  rdation  to  him.  **  We  have  had  fathers' 
*'  of  our  flesh  who  correfted  us,  and  we  gave  them"' 
•'  reverence :  shall  we  not  much  rather  be  in  subjec-" 
**  tion  to  the  Father  of  Spirits,  and  live  ?**  They  were 
only  the  Instruments  of  our  existence  j  but  to  Him 
the  name  belongs  in  all  its  perfeAion.  *<  We  are  his' 
**ofispring;"  "we  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands:'*' 
■from  him  we  derive  the  immortal  principle ;  our  very' ' 
souls  are  his;  produced  by  his  power,  and  subjeft  t»'  . 
his  agency.  This  is  the  common  charafter  given  of 
him  in  the  New  Testament.  Under  this  encouraging^ 
representation  we  are  taught  to  address  him  in  prayer;' 
in  this  tender  relation  we  are  to  view  him  as  dispensing ' 
his  commands,  {  see  the  Father  blending  with  the 
Soverrig^  I  see  goodness  mingling  with  authority  ;  I 
obey  froW  love ;  it  is  a  Father  I  serve,  and  bis  ser- 
vice is  pcrfoA  freedom.  If  be  employ  us  as  children, 
tie  ".knows  our  frame,  and.  will  remember  that  we 
**  are  dust."  He  wiB  not  lay  upon  us  more  than  is 
nieet ;  He  will  be  kind  to  our  infirmities,  and  -spare  us 
33  a  man  spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth  him.  "  We 
"iiave  not  received  the  spirit  of  bondage  again  to 
*'ftar,  but  the  spirit  of  adoption  whereby  we  cry. 
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■vvbAAy  ^  Hcretiy  ;  vbfdMt  l|f  mindB  flr  ly  fhtnati 
nral  influence  of  events  on  tbdrd^vavty. 

Sometimes  the  tbingim)  ^qevljlilfted  ajbr,  pMfttf 
injurious  to  hkaltk.,  :11uu:  amui  ii  enabled  to  rtfi 
sign  budneas:;  but  lie  bacoran  f^oamj  and  mdaa>' 
-choly.  He  lives  move  mtaptvoudy  ud  deUaously^ 
butdiseasesa  to  whic^.  bfrWMKmce  aAnrngpE,  :Bpriii|» 
from  repletion  and  .iad|i%e«ce  and  bedoud  bisjAitnre' 
days.  ■,  ^'   ■  '-.  ■^^■ 

Sometimes  sATiwAcTiqir  u  t:4Kim  dot  ov  Tp»i« 
THiMos,  :and  the  maq  -Is  &.  lev  happy  than  he  wn 
before  he  had  gained  thotn.  His  wishes  xn^t^ph; 
more  than  his  means ;  his  successes  pamper  every 
.principle  unfavourable  to  internal  repose.  "  He  that 
*'  loveth  silver  Ihall  not   be   satisfied  with  silver  ;  nor 


hxf^  which  injures  yoar  chief  welfare,  and  deftroys  tha 

prosperity  of  the  soul  ?    Are  you  finmgers  to  that 

fl^ritualky  of  friaroe  which  you  once  discovered  I  Axm 

you  chiUed  in  your  holy  a£fedions  ?   Are  you  become 

only  formal  worflti^^eni  2.  Are  you  deprived  of  the  joy 

oi  Gtods  salvation  ^  Is  your  conversation  less  in  hc»T« 

en?   Do- you  mindi  earthly  things^?   Are  you  more  mw 

wilting  to  leave  this  world  and  enter  a«  better  ?  Aod 
are  you  gainers  ^  because  with  the  sacrifice  of  all  these 
religious  advantages  you  have  risen  in  life^  and  in- 
creased in  affluence  t 

Many  professors  of  religion,  not  satisfied  with  the- 

fiate  in  which  God^  has  placed  them,  greedily  desice 

more,  and  upon  what  principle  ?  Not  their  necessities  i 

but  their  lufts.    It  is  not  a  house  they  want ;  this  they 

have  already,  but  a  mansion.    It  is  not  food  and  r^ 

ment  they  want :   these  are  provided,  but  superfluities. 

It  is  not  an  ability  to  travel  they  want ;.   they  have- 

ih'ength  )and  feet  already,  but  it  is  a  carriage.    They 

^wifh  to  be  idle,  luxurious,  splendid,  superior  to  others. 

39e  enlarges  their  resources  ;  he  indulges  them,  induU 

4ges  their  indolence,  theic  pride,  their  arrogance,  their 

acamaUty,  their  forgetfulness  of  God  \  and  what  is  such 

sn  indulgence  ?  what  is  it  for  Providence  to  feed  our 

«in  ?  to  give  us  permiflion  to  go  aftray  ?  and  inftead 
^f  hedging  up  our  way  with  thorns,  to  render  it  allur- 
Sjig  and  seducing,  by  scattering  it  all  along  with  flow-^ 
rs? 

Men  and  brethren,,  the  refleftion  is  no  less  edifymg 
han  awful. 
It  ihews  us,  Firft,  How  impoflible  it  is  to  determine 
^he  love  or  anger  of  God  from  external  circumftances.. 
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"  with  tlicni  that  wcej) ;"  to  "  love  as  brethren  ;"  to 
"  bear  one  anotlicr's  burdens,  and  to  fulfil  the  law  of 
"  Chrift."  And  however  inferior  our  ftations,  or 
slender  our  abilities,  we  have  all  one  talent.  How 
have  we  employed  it  ?  We  have  all  had  some  means 
and  opportunities  of  usefulness,  What  brand  have 
we  plucked  out  of  the  fire  ?  What  naked  wretch  have 
we  cloithcd  ?  Wliat  child  of  ignorance  have  we  in- 
flructed?  In  what  inftances  have  we  resembled  Him 
who  "  went  about  doing  good,''  who  pleased  not  him- 
self, who  came  not  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  min- 
ifter,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many  ? 

Thirdly,  it  is  urgent.  You  are  called  not  only 
to  labour,  but  to  labour  immediately.  "  My  son,  go 
"  work  TO-DAY  in  my  vineyard."  The  Kings  busi- 
rcquircs  liastc  ;  and  this  is  the    business  of  the 


guage  of  the  Enemy  of  Souls.  And  wherefiut  ?  Be« 
cause  procraftination  is  the  moft  successful  device  he 
employs.  Because  if  he  can  keep  you  £rom  rdigion  to*» 
PATy  he  knows,  either  that  you  will  not  live  till  to-moiw 
row,  or  that  the  delay  will  leave  you  more  disinclined 
to  duty,  and  wiU  obflxud  your  way  with  frefii  impedi* 
ments.  ^^  Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  o£ 
^  salvadon."*  Such  is  the  command  of  God.  Let  us  see^^ 

Par^t  IL  The  kavm£R  in  which  it  is  re* 
•AROED.  '  This  is  exemplified  in  the  behaviour  of 
these  two  sons^  There,  is  a  remarkable  difference  be^ 
tween  thenu  One  proves  better  than  he  promises.. 
The  other  promises  better  than  he  proves.  Of  the 
one  it  may  be  said  that  hb  words  were  evil  and  his. 
adions  good ;  of  the  other,  that  his  words  were  good 
and  his  actions  evil. 

•  Behold  the .  firft.  No  sooner  does  he  hear  the 
command  of  his  father,  than  he  answers,  ^^  I  will 
^^  NOT ;"  and  walks  off  rebellious  and  insulting.  To 
such  a  length  of  rudeness,  insolence,  and  presump-* 
tion  does  ^n  sometimes  carry  men ;  so  that  they  da 
not  make  excuses,  or  plead  only  for  delays,  but  posi- 
tively j|^  daringly  refuse.  '^  They  say  unto  God, 
^^depal^Prom  us,  for  we  desire  not  the  knowledge 
**  of  thy  ways.''  "  Who  have  said,  with  our  tongue 
*'  will  we  prevail,  our  lips  are  our  own :  who  is  Lord 
<<  over  us  ?"  *  ^'  But  his  citi^sens  hated  him,  and  sent  » 
<<  message  after  him,  saying.  We  will  not  have  this 
^  man  to  reign  over  us."  Who  says  this  ?  Yonder 
Swearer  who  never  opens  his  mouth  but  to  express 
the  abonunation  of  his  heart.    That  IXrunkard,  whose^ 
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insatiable  appetite,  like  the  horseleech,  cries  Give,  give  % 
and  never  saitli,  it  is  enough.  The  Fornicator,  who 
lives  in  chambering  and  wantonness.  The  man  who 
aegle<Els  all  the  ordinances  of  religion,  who  never  calls 
Open  his  name,  never  hears  his  word,  never  honours 
his  sabbaths.  These  make  no  pretences  to  godliness ; 
embarrass  themselves  with  nt)  formality ;  wear  no  dis- 
guise ;  use  no  hesitation.  They  openly  shew  the  image 
of  their  master  impressed  upon  their  forehead.  They 
explicitly  avnw  tlieir  determination.  AAion^  Speak 
louder  than  words ;  and  notlnng  less  than  this  is  the 
dreadful  i3n.^uage  of  their  lives ;  *•  I  am  for  hell :  I  will 
«  run  the  downward  road  :  I  am  resolved  to  perish." 

And  is  it  possible,  that  charaf^ers  like  the^  should 
ever  be  heard  "  asking  the  \«iy  to  Zion,"  or  seen 
v-alkin'r  bcli^n-   God   "in   newness  of   liter"     "Such 
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employed.  He  did  not  satisfy  himself  with  returning 
and  confessing  and  bewailing  his  offence.  He  aded 
repentance.  •  He  knew  the  will  of  his  father  which 
he  had  transgressed,  and  he  repented  and  went.  The 
one  was  the  consequence  and  the  evidence  of  the  oth- 
er* Who  could  have  believed  the  reality  of  his  re- 
morse and  the  sincerity  of  his  acknowledgement,  unac- 
companied with  reformation  and  obedience  ? 

Are  there  np  individuals  in  this  assembly  whose  his- 
tory I  have  recalled  to  mind  ?  Do  you  not  remember 
your  alienation  from  the  life  of  God?  But  in  your 
departure  from  him  your  minds  were  far  from  being 
at  rest.  Sometimes  you  thought  of  home ;  a  Father 
strudc  you ;  your  rebellion  appeared  unreasonable ; 
you  condemned  yourselves.  These  recolledHons  at 
first  visited  you  occasionally  like  unwelcome  guests, 
and  you  got  rid  of  them.  At  length  you  found  them 
quartered  upon  you,  like  so  many  soldiers ;  resistance 
was  useless.  Alone,  in  business, '  surrounded  with 
company,  these  conviftions  followed  you.  You  be- 
gun to  pray ;  to  read  the  Scripture ;  to  associate  with 
his  people.  You  brought  forth  fruits  nleet  for  re- 
pentance. The  change  in  your  disposition  was  dis- 
covere^lbi  your  conversation;  and  this  became  the 
langua^rof  your  aftions,  as  well  as  of  your  lips,  "  I 
^  have  sinned ;  what  shall  be  done  unto  thee,  O  thou 
preserver  of  men.  What  I  know  •  not .  tes^ch  thou 
me :  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do  so  no  more. 
**  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  Speak,  Lord, 
**  for  thy  servant  heareth." 

Let  us  consider,  the  second  son.    On  hearing  the 
command  of  xhi  father  ^^  he  said,  I  go,  Sir  \  aad  h^^xc^ 
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*'  not."  His  langiiage  was  respciSftil,  his  promise  was 
fair,  and  he  walked  forth  towai'ds  the  vineyard,  till  be 
apprehended  himself  out  of  siglit ;  then  he  turned 
aside,  loitered  away  his  time,  joJiietf  evil  company, 
set  off  to  a  revel,  in  a  Uttle  time  "  spent  all  his  sub- 
"  stance  in  riotous  living,"  died  in  wretchedness,  and 
as  he  expired  was  heard  to  groan,  "  O  that  I  had 
"  hearkened  to  a  father's  counsel !" 

Ah  !  how  many  in  a  few  years  have  we  seen,  whose 
iaretensions  were  equally  strong,  whose  promises 
were  equally  flattering,  whose  declensions  have  been 
equally  grievous,  whose  end  has  been  equally  fatal  I 

We  have  seen  children  trained  up  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord,  to  whose  tender  minds  relig- 
ion was  presented  by  maternal  care  in  all  its  loveli- 
ness ;  who  lisped  the  lanmiaice  of  pniver  and  of  t 
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more  uncand'id  and  suspicious,  than  to  have  queftion> 
cd  their  present  sincerity,  or  their  future  perseverencc. 
And  where  are  they  now  ?  .See  the  tears  of  their  con- 
nexions ;  hear  the  sighs  of  their  miniftei^ ;  liften  to 
the  triumph  of  the  enemy.  They  are  turned  aside 
to  vain  jangling;  they  are  so  bewitched  that  they 
cannot  obey  the  truth;  they  are  walking  in  the 
council  of  the  ungodly,*  fianding  in  the  way  of  sinners, 
and  sitting  in  the  seat  c£  the  scornful ;  '*  for  it  has  - 
•*  happened  unto  them  according  to  the  true  prov- 
*"*  erb  ;  the  dog  is  turned  to  his  own  vomit  again, 
**  and  the  sow  that  was  walhed  to  her  wallbwing  in  the 
**  mire,"  ^ 

Let  us  conclude  by  deriving  an  inference  from  tlie 
siibjed,  and  by  addressing  ourselves  to  persons  of  two 
classes.  The  Parable  fully  authorizes  us  to  observe, 
that  religious  effefts  are  often  very  unanswerable  to 
expcftation ;  and  that  the  moft  specious  characters 
are  not  always  the  moft  likely  to  enter  into  the  king-r 
dom  of  heaven.  The  subjeft  is  delicate.  We  know 
we  tread  on  dangerous  ground,  nor  would  we  ad- 
vance without  caution,  God  forbid  that  we.fliould 
ever  plead  for  wickedness,  or  intimate  that  immorali.; 
ty  is  ffljerable  to  morality.  Our  Lord  intended  to 
cftablilh  no  such  principle  by  these  examples.  ITc 
'  does  not  view  these  things  as  they  are  in  their  own 
nature,  but  as  they  are  frequently  found  in  (heir  ac- 
fddental  relations  and  consequences.  And  is  it  not 
undeniable  that  persons  possessed  of  diftinguifliing 
privileges  and  moral  endowments  are  too  often  filled. 
with  pride,  wrapped  up  in  self-rightcousne^,  lulled 
to  sleep  by  carnal  security,  deepiing  theaia^N^  ^% 
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horn  comparisons  with  those-  whp  are  profl^i^  ?.'Anr, 
they  not  too  often  ofiended  when  told,  that  they  mM& 
tte  indebted  for  salvadon  to  .Gtace  perfedly  freQ  -wd  ~ 
uomerited  ;  that  they  nuA,  Im  accepted  upon  tbeniiUt 
tenns  as  the  moft  vile ;    i$aA.  tint  however  e]Ecd< 
lent  these  things  m^jM.  ip  lltcBiselvei,  t&ey  afbrd 
them  DO  ground  of  jqpep^wc*!  V^  tbop  no.  claiiiit  ' 
whereof  they  nuy  glorjr.  UKdx*  God  i  An  attempt  to 
,  couch  the  eyes  of  thoi*  wSo  ny  they  KC  f  wk  «fier 
of  pardon  to  the  innocent ;  *  cxuntnoDicatioii  of  almi  ^ 
to  the  wealthy  would  only-asaqterata  and  diBgufi.  Ait 
would  this  be  the  caie  wkh  the  faHnd*  the  goSitf^  and 
the  poor?   It  js  coimaativdy  easy  to  conTiaoit.-tfca' 
more  criminal ;    howCBD  .they  -deny  the  char^  1  AO^ 
alarm  them  j    how  can  they  deny  the   danger  ?  Hav- 
110  armour  of  defence,  they  can  sooner  receive  a 
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let  it  animate  thee.  <^  Be  not  weary  in  well  doing* 
^^In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening 
<^  withhold  not  thine  hand :  for  thou  knowest  not  wheth* 
•^  er  shall  prosper  this  or  that,  or  whether  they  both  shall 
**  be.  alike  good.  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err  from 
*^  the  truth,  and  one  convert  him  ;  let  him  know  thit 
*^  he  who  convert^h  a  sinner  from  the  error  of  his 
^^  way,  shall  save  a  soul  from  death,  and  shall  hide  a 
^^  multitude  of  sins."  Ministers !  let  it  encourage 
thee.  "  Can  these*  dry  bones  live  ?  Prophesy  upon . 
^^  these  bohe^  aqd  say.  Come  from  the  four  winds, 
^^  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon  these  slain,  that  they 
**  may  live.'*  "  Is  any  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?** 
Parent !  let  it  animate  thee,  though  means  have  hith* 
erto  proved  ineffedhial,  and  instrudions  and  tears 
haye  been  in  vain  ;  ^^  I  say  :unto  you,  that  God  is  « 
*'  able  of  these  stones  to  raise  up  children,  unto  Abra* 
«ham!"  . 

Men  and  Brethren,  let  me  ask  you,  Which  of  these  • 
^wo  sons  did  the  will  of  his  Father  ?  You  say,  and  you 
say  justly,  Both  of  them  were  culpable  \  the  one  was 
rude,  and  the  other  felse.  But  which  on  comparison 
4o  you  prefer  ?  You  say,  and  you  say  truly.  The  first. 
On  wh^  principle  ?  Because  his  aftions  were  better' 
than  his  words,  and  his  latter  end  fairer  than  his  be- 
ginning. Yes;  better  is  a  late  penitent  than  an  old 
formalist.  Yes  ;  more-  desirable  is  the  condition  of 
this  returning  sinner,  trembling  at  God's  word,  bro- 
ken-hearted  with  a  review  of  unprofitable  years,  and 
resdving  to  redeem  the  time  by  future  zeal,  than  the 
State  of  yonder  professor  who  has  sat  under  the  word 
^1  he  is  past  feeling,  honovring  God  with  his  Ui^  n^VoXa 
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Kshearfisiar  from  him,  having  a  name  to  live  while 
he  is  dead,  saying  perpetually  by  appearances  I  go,  but 
never  adhially  taking  one  step  in  the  ways  of  godiincss. 
But  I  have  another  question;  Which  of  these  twq 
sons  do  you  at  this  time  resemble?  It  is  undenlabte 
that  you  have  had  calls  from  God.  Your  duty,  and 
the  consequences  of  inattention  have  been  plainly  set 
before  you.  He  has  spoken  by  his  creatures,  lie  ha^ 
addressed  you  by  his  providence.  AiHiftions  havo  had 
a  voice.  Fire  has  rushed  out  of  the  brambles  to  which 
you  repaired  for  shelter.  The  gourd,*  whose  shade 
refreshed  you  has  withered  away.  It  was  a  broken 
reed  upon  which  you  leaned ;  it  disappointed  your 
hope,  and  pierced  you  through  with  many  sorrows. 
Sickness  told  you  that  you  were  mortal.    The  deafb 


^^  ye  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  fbolish  people  and  uii«> 

^  wise  ?  Is  he  not  thy  Father  that  hath  bought  .thee  ^ 

<^  hath  he  not  made  thee  and  established  thee  ?'  What 

madness !  If  you  abide  by  this  determination  you  art 

undotte  f  ^^  because  of  these  things  cdmeth  the  wrath  of 

^^  God  upon  the  children  of   disobedience/'     Have 

you  didy  considered  the  work  you  decline  ?   It  is  a 

service  the  most  *  reasonable  ;    the  most  honourable; 

the  most  j^easant  ^  the  most  p]:ofitable  :  it  is  ^  profit- 

^^  able  unto  all  things,  having  the  promise  of  the  life 

^^  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."    Here 

we  cannot  labour  in  vain.    The  reward  is  sure;  the 

recompense  is  glorious.    Nor  are  we  called  to  labour 

without  assistance.    He  who  employs  us  has  engaged 

to  make  his  strength  perfect  in  our  weakness,  and  to 

Tender  his  grace  sufficient  for  us.    To  which  we  may 

add,  that  it  is  a  work  the  most  indispensable  ;  it  is  the 

one  thing  needful ;  and  it  is  at  the  peril  of  thy  soul 

and  thy  eternal  happiness  to  say,   "I will  not.*'     But 

IHaV£  S2ad  this,    and  lived  accordingly.     ^^  O  that- 

**  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of 
**  tears."  Returning  sinner,  there  is  hope  in  Israel 
concerning  this  thing.  There  is  forgiveness  with  Him^ 
and  repentance  secures  it, 

Rafsc  th)'  downcast  eyes  and  see 

What  forms  his  throne  surround  ; 
Thcy>  though  sinners  once  like  thee, 

Have  full  salvation  found.— 
— He  has  pardons  to  impart, 

Grace  to  save  thee  from  thy  fears  : 
See  the  love  that  fills  his  heart, 

And  wipe  away  thy  tears. 

Thy  present*  distress  is  a  pledge  of  a  ^e^^sMa^^ 
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for  the  discovery  of  his  forgiving  love.  .  He  repented 
and  went.  .Go  and  do  likewise,  and  encourage  thy- 
self under  every  gloomy  fear  by  representations  the 
most  appropriate  and  tender.  "  I  have  surely  heard 
•*  Ephraim  bemoaning  himself  thus.  Thou  hast  chaS' 
**tised  me,  and  1  was  chastised  as  a  bullock  unaccus- 
**tomed  to  the  yoke;  turn  thou  me,  and  I  shall  be 
*•  turned,  for  thou  an  the  Lord  my  God.  Surely  af- 
**ter  that  I. was  turned  1  repented:  and  after  that  I 
**  was  instructed,  I  smote  Bpon  my  thigh  :  I  was  asham- 
"  ed,  yea  even  confounded,  because  1  did  bear  the  re- 
*'  proach  of  my  yoke.  Is  Ephraim  my  dear  son  ?  is 
"he  a  pleasant  child?  for  since  1  spake  against  him 
*'  I  do  earnestly  ri^member  Mm  still ;  therefore  my 
"  bowels  are  troubled  for  hini ;  1  will  surely  have 
'■  mercy  upon  him,  soith  the  Lord."     "  And  he  said^ 
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£ut  remember  to  whom  you  szy  this ;  a  Being,  whoM 
eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire*  and  who  desireth  truth  ii| 
the  inward  parts.  Hiou  art  not  lying  unto  man,  but 
tmto  God.  I'go,  Sir!  But  remember  that  the  towi 
of  God  are  upon  you ;  that  you  have  raised  the  espec* 
tation  of  your  friends  and  foes ;  that  heaven,  earth, 
and  hell  are  looking  for  a  practice  which  will  verify 
your  pretensions ;  and  will  you  tell  them  all,  "  I  am 
**  only—a  liar-w  hypocrite  V  I  go,  3ir !  But  remem- 
ber that  your  doom  will  be  determined  not  by  *'  hat 
**  speeches"  and  a  *'  show  of  godliness,"  but  by  your 
tfiions  and  your  lives.  *'Not  every  one  that  saith 
**  Unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  lungdotn 
**  of  heaven,  but  he  that  doetfa  the  will  of  my  Father 
"which  is  in  heaven."  I  go.  Sir!  But  remember 
nothing  b  w  dangerous  to  the  soul  as  61se  dealing 
with  God  i  that  no  charader  is  so  rarely  converted 
as  a  £ibe  professor ;  that  no  state  is  so  tremendous  as 
the  end  of  an  apostate.  I  go,  Sir !  But  remember,  it 
is  the  language  of  God,  *'  if  any  man  draw  back,  my 
".soul  shdll  have  no  pleasure  in  him."  "  For  it  is  im- 
**  possible  for  those  who  were  once  enlightened,  and 
**  have  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  par. 
**  takers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  have  tasted  of  the 
f  good  word,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come, 
**  if  they  shall  fall  away,,  to  renew  them  ag^  unto  re* 
**  pentance ;  seeing  they  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son 
**  of  God  afresh,  and  put  him  to  an  open  shame.  But, . 
••  Beloved,  we  are  persuaded  better  things  of  you, 
*'and  tldngs  that  accompany  salvation,  thou^  wethiH 
•ipeak," 
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little  difference  diflcerniUe  between  them  and  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the  vntML  Their  teinpen  are  nnsubdwd; 
theiir  tonguee  iM  iiiiljrufled}  ^thfey  mind  fauthly 
^^tUhgs;^'  thef  make  no  sacriftrta,  no  ^leitiona. 
Their  hope  is  a  lifdeas  eKpeftatiom  Thehr  fiitK  ii  i 
scheme  of  dodrine  which  they  have  hud  adeep  in^  the 
tnind,  and  which  never  disturbs  or  stimulates  thenl* 

But  is  this  the  religion  of  the  New  Testament? 
Search  the  Scriptures.  Observe  *the  delineations  of 
the  Gospel,  and  compare  yourselves  with  them.  la 
these  a  profession  is  found  to  mean  a  praftical  dissent 
from  the  spirit  and  manners  of  the  world.  The  htipe 
which  maketh  not  ashamed  is  hel^  forth  as  purifying 
the  possessor  from  the  love  of  sin  and  the  dominion 
of  sense ;  and  the  faith  by  which  we  are  justified  and 
saved,  is  distinguished  as  a  vital  and  a  vigorous  piin* 
ciple,  drawing  after  it  a  train  of  graces  and  good 
works.  Witness  the  language  of  our  apostle.  *^  And 
^'  beside  this,  giving .  all  diligence,  add  to  your  faltQ 
**  virtue  \  and  to  virtue,  knowledge.  {  and  to  knowlf 
^*  edge,  temperance  \  and  to  temperance,  patieitte  ^ 
^^  and  to  patience,  godliness ;  and  to  godliness,  broth-* 
*'  erly  kindness ;  and  to  brotherly  kindness,  charity.^* 
Christians,  these  words  specify,  •  I.  The  additions 
which  you  are  to  make  to  your  faith.  And,  II. .  Pr^ 
^rlbe  the  means  by  which  you  are  to  make  theiQ^ 

•  I.  The  apostle  does  not  exhort  Christians  to  seiefc 
iifter  faith.  This  he  supposes  them  to  possess  already. 
He  addresses  them  as  believers,  and  calls  upon  them 
to  pursu^  course  worthy  of  their  faith,  correspond- 
tejg  with  their  faith,  and  to  which  tliew  faax\i  \»xv^ 
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them,  "  Remember  Christians,  the  worthy  name  by 
?•  which  you  are  called.  Consider  the  tendency  of 
*'  the  principles  you  profess  to  belieye.  Yoy  have 
*' embraced  the  Gospel;  it  lays  an  obligation  upon 
i'  you  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  and 
?'  to  Jive  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  the  pres- 
*'  ent  world.  You  say  yoij  liave  fuith ;  but  faitl^ 
**  without  works  is  dead,  being  alone.  Faith  resem- 
*'  bleg  a  foundatior.,  of  higf)  importance  in  case  of  a 
^'  building,  but  useless  if  no  superstrutfhire  be  reared. 
*'It  is  only  a  beginning,  which  js  nothing  %yithout 
f  progress.  What  arc  clear  notions  unless  they  influ- 
*'encej  or  proper  motives  unless  tliey  impel?  Abra- 
*'  ham  had  faith,  aild  he  oflcTed  up  Isaac ;  MoAs  had 
*'  faith,  and  he  esteemed  the  renroach  of  Christ  crreat- 
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iieven  is  tirTub.  But  it  does  not  here  ^gnify  good* 
pess  in  gener^ ;  it  is  immediately  distinguisbed  from 
the  Tvicuu  efceUendes  included  in  the  cpmrnoo- 
acceptation  of  the  .word.  It  therefore  expresses  joma 
farticolBT  quality 7  and  by  referring  to, the  Greek* 
and  JUtm  i^ter»,  iire  can  soon  deteriqine  what  itisr 
f^j  mean  by  it  Fortitujle,  Courage.  My  Brethren, 
this  principle  in  the  whole  of  your  Christian  couzSe 
Tin  be  found  indispensably  necessary.  You  live  in  % 
ywld  unfri«ndlyk  tp  religion.  Tou  are  called  to  vari- 
ous duti^  in  the  dischai^  of  which  you  will  meet 
]nrith  <}pppsitionB  and  disooiffagemeots  the  mgst  pun£i4 
and  trying.  It  vjll  be  &uq4  no  easy  thing  tp  denj 
yiHirselves,  ^d  take  np  your  cross ;  to  pluck  out  4 
light  eye,  an^  to  cut  off  a  right  hand ;  being  both  tjie 
patients  and  the  agents  too.  It  \piU  b^  ^und  no  very 
^asy  thing  to  encounter  opinion ;  to  incur  the  fcowat 
of  amnedion;,  the  scorn  of  3up^riors,  the  ridicule  of 
the  multitude ;  to  &d  yourselves  in  ^  small  and  des- 
|psed  ipinority  ;  to  hav^  your  designs  suspected,  youf 
96ions  misrepresented^  your  very  virtues  transformed  ' 
into  TiceSi  iu^d  >yhere  you  have  deserved,  beft  of  your 
fdOow-^re^r^s,  to  be  moft  condeii)ned  by  them. 

Some  of  these  di£|culties  ifideed  might  be  avoidedif 
you  were  Ofily  tp  be  religious  iuid  not  to  appear.  s& 
JBntnotto  observe  that  it  is  iiqposable  to  conceal  rell; 
■^on  in  nuqiberl^  inf^aqcfi^  when  it  is  £urly  reduced  tp 
"jpToBpnx,  we  wifli  you  to  remember:  that  you  are  requir- 
-^d  to  be  ppep  aqd  ezplidt  ^  you  are  commanded  to 
^  let  your  light  fhine  before  men ;  to  "  confess  with 
^  the  mouth,"  as  well  as  to  "  believe  vrith  the  heart  v*^ 
^^  *•  hi^feft,"  not  your  feith,  bttttta  **  !{«<*««*»'#» 
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"your  faith,  without  wavering;"  and  not  only  to  ho 
•'  on  the  Lords  side,"  but  to  be  aiSive  in  hia  service, 
"rising  up  for  him  agalnft  the  evil  daers,  and  ftand-' 
"  ing  up  for  him  agaiollthe  workers  of  iniquity." 

If  wc  trace  things  to  their  origin,  we  {hall  find  a 
thousand  evils  springing,  not  from  ignorance,  but  cow- 
ardice. Pilate  condemned  a  Saviour  of  whose  inno- 
cency  he  was  conscious,  because  of  the  Jews.  Many 
of  the  Pharisees  "  beheved  on  him  ;  but  feared  to  con. 
"  fcss  him-,  left  they  (hould  be  put  out  of  the  syna- 
"  gogue."  The  disciples  were  afraid  and  forsook 
him,  Peter  trembled  and  denied  him.  It  is  owing  to 
the  influence  of  the  same  cause,  that  persons  can  hold 
the  truth  in  unrighteousness  ;  refuse  to  hear  the  very 


TVMly,  bu£  not  challenging  and  vaunting ;  decided^, 
but  (lot  Violent  \  boLd,  but  not  rafii  and  inconsider- 
ate. It  teaches  us  that  courage  is  a  force  which  wi£i 
dom  is  to  employ.  Courage  may  urge  ite  to  under*^ 
take  the  war,  but  judgnaent  is  to  manage  it«  It  may 
impel  us  along  in  our  course,  but  knowledge  is  to  ob-^ 
serve  the  road  j:  otherwise  our  animation  will  only  lead 
us  aftray,  and  the  swifter  our  speedy  the  greater  will 
b^  our  folly. 

.  And  hence  it  will  be  easy  to  determine  the  nature  of 
this^  qualification.      It  is  pradical  knowledge  ;   it  is 
what  we  commonly  mean  by  prudence,  which  is  know- 
ledge applied  to  adion.     It  is  what  Paul  recommends 
when  he  says,  *^  Be  ye  not  unwise,  but  underfianding* 
^*  v^hat  the  will  of  the  Lord  is.     Walk  circumspe^Uy, 
^  not  as  foolft  but  as  wise.    Walk  in  wisdom  towards^- 
^  them  that  are  without,  redeeming  the  time/'     It  is. 
"what  Solomon  enjoins  when  he  says,   ^Met  thine  eyes 
look  right  on,  and  thine  eyelids  look  ftirsdt  before 
thee.     Keep  sound  wisdom  and  discretion  ;  so  shall . 
they  be  life  unto  thy  soul  and  grace  to  thy  necl&w; 
**  then  shalt  thou  walk  in  thy  way  safely,  and  thy  foot 
<<  {hall  not  ftumble.      When  thou  lieft  down  thou  flialt 
<^  not  be  afraid  \    yea,   thou  Ihalt  lie  down,  and  thy 
sleep  shall  be  sweet." 

This  kind  of  knowledge  results  principally  from  ex- 
pmence  and  observation,  and  he  is  blamable  indeed 
who  does  not  grow  wiser  as  he  grows  older,  and  who 
does  not  make  every  day  a  correftion  of  the  former. 
Our  own  history  ajSbrds  us  some  of  the  befi  material 
to^improve  aiid  embellifii  our  charafter.  Tket^  V^^- 
ipg.heedles%  I.  was  suipitMd.    By  t\attnSte;l^«»^^*^ 
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bed  of  temper.  Here  I  dashed  on  a  rock  and  a  planW 
saved  me.  Our  rashness  should  teacli  the  meelc 
Dcss  of  wisdom.  We  should  derive  strength  from  our 
weaknesses,  and  firmness  from  our  falls. 

But,'  alas!  what  numbers  are  there  upon  whom  the 
continuance  of  life,  and  all  means  of  improvement, 
seem  to  be  thrown  away.  They  have  eyes,  but  they 
see  not ;  cars  Iiave  they,  but  they  hear  not.  They 
pass  through  a  country  full  of  instruftive  scenes,  and  in- 
teresting occurences,  but  they  travel  in  a  hearse. 
And  here  many  religious  pe(^le  seem  peculiarly  de. 
ficient ;  they  perpetually  remind  us  of  the  observation, 
"  the  children  of  this  world  are  wiser  ia -their  genera- 
"  tion  than  the  children  of  light."     They  are  always 
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both  when  to  keep  silence,  and  when  to  fpeak.  He 
re{)roves  with  skill.  He  gives  with  judgment.  He 
•^approves  things  that  are  txcellent." 

Thirdly.  You  are  to  avoid  intemperance.  There 
is  a  sense  in  which  this  word  may  be  applied  to  the 
mind  as  wetf^  the  body.  For  we  are  required  to 
tlunk  soberly;  to  keep  all  our  passions  within  due 
bounds;  to  -moderate  our  desires  to  enjoy  earthly 
pleasures,  and  our  anxieties  to  acquire  worldlys  posses- 
sions. Our  Saviour  therefore  commands  his  disciples 
<«  to  take  heed  lest  at  any  time  their  hearts  should  be 
*•  overcharged,"  not  only  *'  with  surfeiting  and  drums:- 
^  enness,**  but  also  "  the  cares  of  this  life,  and  so  that 
«*  day  should  come  upon  them  unawares.'*  The  mo- 
dve  is  as  pertinent  as  it  is  awful ;  for  if  we  are 
ta  live  in  expeftation  of  this  important  event,  and  are 
to  be  so  .habitusdly  prepared  for  it  as  not  to  be  taken 
by  surprise  when  it  comes ;  it  is  necessary  that  we 
should  be  temperate  in  all  things.  * 

The  word  however  principally  refers  to  moderation 

in  satisfying  our  bodily  appetites.    But  can  it  be  need- 

jful  to  enlarge  upon  a  subject  like  this  in  a  Christian 

congregation  ? .  Surely  something  far  short  of  the  pure 

and  exalted  system  of  the  Gospel  would  be  sufficient  to 
refixain  men  from  degrading  themselves  below  the 
beasts  that  perish.  Surely  we  need  not  interpose  the 
-authority  of  God,  and  reveal  the  misery  he  has  prepar- 
<ed  in  another  world,  in  order  to  keep  them  from  be* 

iBg  gluttons  and  drunkards.     Against  this,  Heathen- 

bm  exclaims ;  Nature  rises  up ;  Health  preaches.    In-> 

temperance  is  arraigned  and  punished  hefe.     It  im* 

ipoverishes  our  drcumstances.    It  beggarsi  ouc  fiunl^ 

S  s 
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Iks.  It  renders  the  body  busy  aod  addy,  apd  bi^ed» 
all  maoner  of  diseases,  k  basots  tbe  mind,  ind  iCD)^ 
fies  reason;  it  impedes  vtl^  tkhy  cniditlea  the  w^ 
through  wluch  the  qnntft  ilipajd  pass,  and  befnires 
the  soul  so  that  it  dr^  OfV  ^v^y :,  it  upfits  for  every; 
duty,  and  prepares  for  every  ^va.  Snr^U^  me  )ai£-  of 
this  is  enough  to  nuk^,  ydn,  flee  all  uttenyierance  i- 
and  to  lead  you  not  only  to  awud  thQ  grqsser  excesses. 
of  this  infamy,  but  b^^ihior  every  degrae  of  a{i|Hroack 
tpit.  Shun  therefore  tlv)W**wh(»e  God  is  th^be^)^^ 
**  and  whose  glory  is  in.  their  ihame."  Sena  t^  bp»( 
d;^  of  corruption.  Disdain  to  be  the  sUvea  of  ^p^^h. 
pared  appetite.  Ne^_^?ui^  to  the  bounds  4ri(tl^gi 
lawfuL  Beware  of  begpigjiiy^  xud  the  excmesivq^ 
would  authorize  them.  :*^But  put  ye  on  the.£(^. 
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is  no  standing;  yon  will  sometimes  be  discouraged. be- 
cause of  the  way,  question  whether  you  are  right,  and 
debate  with  yourselves  whether  to  advance  tH"  turn 
back.  Yes,  Christians,  you  will  have  need  of  pa- 
tience, and  perhaps  of  much  more  than  you  are  aware. 
Tou  know  not  *hat  a  day  will  bring  forth.  "  Rich- 
**  es"  may  **  make  to  themselves  wings,  and  flee  away.** 
Your  "friends  may  deal  deceitfully  with  you  as  a 
**  brook.*'  Your  present  comforts  may  become  your 
^p-eatest  troubles.  Trials  which  so  far  from  expeft- 
ang  never  entered  your  thoughts,  may  suddenly  arise. 
Has  not  this  world  been  always  a  vale  of  tears?  IMd 
any  of  your  brethren  who  were  before  you  escape  sor- 
row? Are  you  not  assured  that  it  is  through  much 
tribulation  you  must  enter  the  Kingdom  ?  But  patience 
will  prepare  you  for  every  changing  scene,  and  every 
suffering  hour.  What  it  cannot  remove  it  will  allevi- 
ate i  what  it  cannot  diminish,  it  will  strengthen  you 
to  bear.  It  wiU  produce  a  composure  which  will  al- 
low you  to  discover  every  favourable  circumstance  ia 
your  situation;  a  silence  which  will  enable  you  to 
hear  every -message  of  the  Rod.  "Let  patience  have 
**  her  perfeft  Avork,  that  ye  may  be  perfeS  and  en- 
**  tire,  lacking  nothing/* 

F^hly.  Godliness  is  indispensable.  Courage 
and  Prudence^  Temperance  and  Patience,  would  be 
no  Christian  qualities,  if  in  the  exerdse  of  them 
we  were  not  influenced  by  suitable  regards  to  God. 
Without  this  reference,  oiir  religion  is  nothing 
more  than  morality;  our  practice  has  no  adequate 
prindple ;  our  duties  are  in  vain  as  to  their  accep- 
tance }    and  precarious,    variable,    lifelesi,    irksome 
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as  to  their  performance.  "Wliai  ve  are  fptfxa^  IJf 
the  authority  of  God,  and  make  his  VQTdournle,atut 
bis  glory  our  aim,  we  plewe  Jum ;  aii4  thouf^  -flvr 
services  are  attended  yni^wavt  itnpa^e^oM,  tb^ 
»re  accepted.  When  ^  Iffvp  and  fcv  him^  wh«Q  trt 
realize  his  progence,  ouSdpii)  Jviftinwcy*  Icnplon;  iui 
grace,  and  maintain  fwit<irt)»t  cQWiwak'n  vith  liiitt 
throi^h  the  mediatias  of^i^'  Son  and  by  the  in&i- 
eoces  of  his  Spirit,  our  work  faecomcf ,  our  privflc^  ; 
all  is  ealivened ;  all  •!»  atovndt  Iq  diis  GodUnoi 
consists ;  it  is  to  bring.  Qpd  in^o*  avery  part  of  fife 
and  religion ;  to  make  him  the  alpha  and  omega  of 
all  we  do.  Though  morality  is  distinguished  iroin 
godliness,  it  always  and  inseparably  attends  it-,  and 
he  never  performs  his  duty  towards  God,  who  lives  un- 
righteously towards  man  :  "  If  a  man  say,  I  love  Godi 
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**  word,  neither  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.* 
Who  are  our  brethren  ?  all  mankind.  ^*  God  hath 
^  made  of  one  blood*'  aS  the  nations  of  the  earth  ; 
they  possess  the  same  powers  of  conscience,  reason, 
9nd  immortality ;  they  are  capable  of  the  same  privi- 
leges ;  need  the  same  succours  ;  are  liable  to  the  same 
afflictions.  Hence  love,  good- will  to  the  whole  human 
race  finishes  the  train,  and  becomes  *^  the  bond  of  per- 
*^  fe<;tnessp"    Apd-^ 

—To  Brotherly  kindness,  charity.  Thus  we  are 
^  the  children  of  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  :  for 
^  he  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
*^  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the  un- 
^  juft.**  •  Thu5  every  dispute  concerning  the  extent  or 
Jinntation  of  benevolence  is  settled.  As  we  have  oppor- 
tunity, ve  ^e  jto  do  good  unto  all  men,  especially 
»Bto  THKM  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith. 
^  To  some  indeed  I  am  peculiarly  bound,  to  few  only 
**  can  1  be  personally  useful ;  but  my  kind  wishes  and 
*'  prayers  extend  to  .every  individual  of  the  human 
*'  race.  By  the  law  of  the  Gospel  I  am  required  to 
^  cherish  in  my  bosom  those  sentiments  of  b^nevo- 
^^  lence  which  are  only  hindered  from  being  universal 
>*  fn  their  exercise  by  inability  and  necessity." 

Thiis  you  are  tQ  add  to  your  faith,  virtue  ;  to  vir- 
tue^ knowledge  ;  to  knowledge,  temperance ;-  to  tern- 
.perance,   patience  ;   to  patience,  godliness ;   to  godli- 
nes6,  brotherly  kindness  ;  and  to  brotherly  kindness, 
fihaxity.     But  let  us, 

JI.  Inquire  how  this  is  to  be  accomplished.  The 
^^stle  tells  us  ;     It  is  by    givikg  all  diligekci. 
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To  excite  you  to  this,  we  would  remind  you,  tliat 
these  things  deserve  your  deligence,  that  diligence  will 
secure  them,  and  that  they  cannot  be  attained  wlth- 
cut  diligence. 

FiriL  These  things  deserve  your  diligence. 
It  is  pitiable  to  see  men  employing  their  Zealand  conr 
suming  their  firength  upon  trifles ;  but  this  is  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  pursuits  of  thousands.  Toii^ 
may  ask  them  as  they  ruth  by,  *'  Wherefore  do  ye 
*•  spend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and 
*'  your  labour  for  that  which  satisfieth  not  ?*  None 
<rf  these  things  can  relieve  them  in  their  greatcft  eid. 
gencies,  promote  their  chief  interefls,  reward  them 
for  their  toil,  or  indemnify  them  for  the  sacrifices  tSey 
make.-  But  this  cannot  be  said  of  spiritual  hlessings 
and  graces.    These  are  in  the  sisht  of  God  of  isnA.  i 
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BOrance  of  fboliih  men,  and  oonfiraining  beholders  t<> 
g^rify  'GfSdt  in  the  day  of  visitation.^ 

Secondly.  Diligence  wiu.  ikfalliabi^v  secusul 
diese  things.  In  the  career  of  worldly  good^  many 
run,  but  few  obtain  the  prize  ;  and  the  race  ia  not  ux 
the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong,  neither  yet 
bread  to  the  wise,  nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  under- 
ftanding,  nor  yet  favour  to  men  of  skill  ^  but  time  and 
chance  happcneth  to  them  all.  Fame  depends  upon 
a  combination  of  drcumfiances,  which  may  never  re^ 
turn.  A  despised  rival  may  suddenly  rise  up,  and  car- 
ry off  an  acquisidon  which  you  had  been  pursuing  in- 
cessantly through  life.  Though  the  sower  soweth  ia 
hope,  many  things  may  fruftrate  his  expectations. 
But  to  the  righteous  there  is  a  sure  reward."  "  He 
that  goeth  forth  weeping,  bearing  preciouls  seed, 
^  fhall  doubtless  return  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing 
•*  his  fheaves  with  him,"  *'  Ask,  and  it  fhall  be  given 
^^  you ;  seek,  and  ye  ihall  find  ;  knock,  and  it  ihall 
"  be"  opened  unto  you  ;  for  every  one  that  asketh,  re- 
^  ceiveth  :  and  he  that  seeketh,  fihdeth,  and  to  him 
^  that  knocketh,  it  shall  be  opened.*'  In  the  world 
tnen  spare  no  pains,  decline  no  difficulty,  fear  no  haz- 
ard,  though  they  have  nothing  more  than  probability 
to  excite  and  encourage  them ;  and  shall  we  be  insen- 
uble  and  motionless,  who  have  nothing  less  than  a6tu- 
il  certainty  ? 

Thirdly.  There  is  no  attaining  these  things 
yiTHOUT  diligence.     Diligence  is  indispensable. 

Indispensable,  if  we  appeal  to  analogy.  You  must 
abour  even  for  "  the  meat  that  perisheth.'*  ,  Through 
iriat  a  succession  of  process  does  youx  bxe^d.  igi^^X^^* 
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fore  it  be  prepared  for  use!  The  same  may  be  sud  of 
raiment i  of  trade;  of  science;  of  every  thing  valu- 
able and  excellent,  you  do  not  expec):  to  gain  them 
without  diligence ;  you  would  not  esteem  and  prize 
ihem  if  you  could. 

"  On  earth  nought  predoua  U  ohlaiii'it 

"  But  wiial  \i  painful  loo. 
"  By  travail,  and  to  travail  horn, 

'*  Our  sabbaths  arc  but  lew." 

—Indispensable,  if  we  appeal  to  the  character  of  x 
Christian.  He  is  a  merchant,  a  scholar,  a  husband- 
man, a  traveller,  a  soldier.  The  anxiety  of  the  mer- 
chant, the  application  of  the  scholar,  the  hardy  toil  of 
the  husbandman,  the  wearying  progress  of  the  travel- 
ler,   the  painful  exercise   of  the  soldier,    are  images 


ing  tawstdaiSui  ^Ic  foil  t&e  pA^  Of  m  Ugt  ciil. 
intt  of  God  in  Christ  Jesiis.  Olliers  v e  ambitioiis. 
covetous,  iSdve.  The  teiirheA  are  adding  to  tnetr  m*. 
telie&ual'  treasures ;  ike  bphom^able  af e  addih^  to 
their  splendour  and  distinffiohs ;  (hie  iidi  are  adding 
house  to  house,  and  field  to  field ;  and  none  of  them 
saithy  ^^  It  is  enough/'  And  have  you  no  concern  to 
go  from  strength  to  strength,  to  be  changed  from  glo- 
ry to  glory,  to  shine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfed: 
day  ?  Will  not  you  add  to  your  faith,  virtue ;  and  to 
virtue,  knowledge;  and  to  knowledge,  temperance; 
and  to  temperance,  patience ;  and  to  patience,  godll* 
ness ;  and  to  godliness,  brotherly  kindness ;  and  to 
brotherly Idndness,  charity? 

•  .Here,  my  Brethren,  call  forth  all  your  diligence. 
Here  is  a  prize  which  is  able  to  reward  it,  which  wiU 
assuredly  crown  it ;  but  which  it  is  impossible  to  ac« 
quire  without  it.  Keep  this  always  in  your  remem- 
brance, that  there  is  only  one  way  to  prosper  in  relig« 
ion ;  that  your  strength  is  not  to  sit  still ;  that  some* 
thing  more  is  necessary  than  sury  notions,  sleepy  wish* 
et,  feeble  resolutions,  wavering  and  cold  endeavours  ; 
that  temptations  are  to  be  resisted,  obstacles  to  be  over- 
come, means  to  be  incessantly  used,  especially  prayer, 
that  di^e  Grace  may  be  mighty  in  you,  and  sufficient 
for  you.  ^^  He  becometh  poor  that  dealeth  with  a  slack 
^  hand }  but  the  hand  of  the  diligent  inaketh  rich.'* 
^The  soul  of  tlie  sluggard  desireth  and  hath  noth- 
*^  ing ;  but  the  soul  of  the  diligent  shall  be  made  fat.'* 
•*  And  we  desire  that  every  one  of  you  do  shew  the 
^same  diligence  to  the  full  assurance  of  hope  unto  the 
^••nd )  that  ye  be  not  slothful }  but  followers  of  thfiux^ 

T  T 
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'<  who  through  faith  and  p2ttence  inherit  the  promis* 
*'  es."  "  Wherefore,  my  beloved  Brethren,  be  ye 
«  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
,  «  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour 
**  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 


SERMON  XVII, 

THE  ABUSE  OP  DITINE  FORBEARANCE. 

£cct.si.  nu.  11. 

SfcAusi  sbhtbikb  ACdtvsr  4fi  sriL  work  19  mr  ixsnmo  snM- 
Ditr,  raKMBFOBB  rat  bbaxt  or  tst  aavs  or  mbk  is  tvtir  5tr 

tir  TEBM  n  DO  BrtL. 

]VIY  Brethren,  to  know  things  in  thdr 
prindples  has  always  been  deemed  the  highest  kind  of 
science.  The  attention  of  a  vulgar  mind  may  be  rous- 
ed by  e&£b;  but  a  wise  man  looks  back  from  con. 
sequences  to  the  cause,  and  explores  the  source  of  the 
disease,  in  order  to  prescribe  more  certainly  the  means 
of  care. 

That  there  is  much  wickedness  in  the  world  u  un> 
deniaUe.  Whence  does  it  arise  ?  Solomon  views  it 
as  resulting  &om  an  Abuse  of  Divine  Forbearance. 
Not  that  this  is  the  only  source  of  iniquity ;  but  it  is 
a  very  powerful,  and  a  very  prevaiUng  one.  In  such 
^  dreadful  course  as  Sin,  a  man  needs  encourage- 
xnent}  and  he  awfully  derives  it  from  the  goodness 
qnd  long-suffering  of  his  God.  "Because  sentence 
**  ;pgunst  an  e^l  worl^  is  not  executed  speedily,  there- 
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"  fore  the  hearts  of  tlic  sons  of  men  is  fuHy  set  in  them 
"  to  do  evil." 

There  is  a  sentence  denounced  against  Sin. 
The  execution  of  it  is  commonx.y  long  suspen- 
ded. This  delay  emboldens  the  sinner  in  his 
CRIMES.  These  three  things  arc  obviously  contained  in 
the  words  before  us ;  and  with  these  I  would  engage 
your  present  attention.  *' To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his 
"  voice,  harden  not  your  heart." 

I.  Sin  is  deservedly  called  an  evil  work.  I  fear 
none  of  us  are  suiEciently  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
its  vileness  and  malignity.  It  is  "  the  work  of  the 
*'  devil."  It  is  folly,  ingratitude,  rebellion,  treason. 
It  degrades  the  soul ;  it  defiles  the  soul.  It  robs  us 
of  the  likeness,  the  presence,  the  favour  of  God.     How 
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exclaim— Why,  are  you  not  "  a  minifter  o£  God  for 
*'  good,  a  revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  th^ 
•'  doeth  fvil  ?*'  Crimes,  in  all  well-gorerned  emtnres, 
are  punifbed  ;  and  on  their  puniflunent  much  of  our 
peace  and  safety  depends.  -  Hence  prisons  are  as  neces- 
sary as  houses,  and  our  houses  would  afibrd  us  no 
security  without  prisons.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence  of  the  abrogation  of  all  the  penalties  attached 
to  crimes  in  this  country,  bijt  disorder,  anarchy,  rob-, 
bery,  and  murder  i 

God  is  the  governor  of  the  world-  But  there  is 
no  governing  without  laws,  and  laws  are  nothing 
without  san^ons  j  from  these  they  derive  their  force 
and  their  efficacy.  Laws  issued  by  a  Ic^slator  unac- 
companied with  threatenings,  would  be  harmless,  and 
inspiring  qo  terror,  would  be  trifled  with,  or  consider- 
ed only  as  advice.  Thus  the  notion  of  punifhment 
foUows  from  the  very  conftitntion  of  lav-  If  any , 
fliould  be  ready  to  say,  **  The  case  before.us  is  a  pe-  . 
^  culiar  one,  and  laws  so  excellent  'as  those  which 
**  God  h^  g^ven  us  (hould  be  cheerfully  obeyed  for 
*^  their  own  sake."  We  answer,  Firft,  that  man  was 
originally  made  capable  of  fear,  and  that  God  even 
in  aj  fiate  of  innocency  addressed  himself  to  this  pas- 
sion to  aid  his  authority  and  secure  his  dominion. 
Witness  the  threatening,  "  In  the  day  that  thou  eatcft. 
•*  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Secondly,  as  man  ' 
is  now  fallen  and  depraved,  and  lives  so  much  under 
the  dominion  of  sense,  such  a  revelation  of  terror 
16  bteome  far  more  necessary  to  check  the  power  of 
appetite,  and  break  the  fco-ce  of  temptation.  Accord- 
ingly a  sentence  the  moft  tremendous  is  denounce^ 
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agdnft  every  transgressor.     Do  you  ask  where  it  is 
recorded  ? 

Look  within  thee,  O  man,  and  read  it  there ;  read 
it  in  the  trouble,  the  remorse,  the  forebodings  of  thy 
own  conscience.  Why  are  you  uneasy  when  any 
thing  reminds  you  of  the  approach  pf  Deity  ?  Whence 
has  ^sickness,  a  sudden  death,  an  opening  grave,  such 
power  to  alarm  you  ?  Why  are  you  unwilHng  to  be 
2done,  and  why  do  you  require  a  succession  of  business 
and  diversion  to  maintain  your  tranquility  ?  Are  not 
these  thinj^s  more  frequently  your  refuge  than  your 
choice  ?  And  are  you  not  fearful  to  leave  any  hour 
unBlled  up,  left  a  faithful  monitor,  fincUng  you  disen- 
gaged,  fliould  afford  you  employment  ?  Why  are  you 
uneasy,  not  only  for  the  time,  but  for  weeks  and 
ntlis  aFicr  tlie  contraction  of  the  guilt?    Why  are 
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the  ungoidly  ;  in  the  Fire  and  Brimstone  which  cOn^ 
sumed  the  cities  of  the  plain*  Go,  and  read  it  insert* 
bed  on  the  Pillar  of  Salt,  and  engraven  on  the  arma 
rolled  to  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea.  View  it  in  the 
desolations  of  a  People  hated  and  scattered,  once  the 
favourites  of  Heaven  j  view  it  in  every  calamity,  in 
every  disease,  in  every  death.    Where  is  it  recorded  ? 

Open  the  Bible,  and  peruse  it  there.  There  yoik 
read  that  the  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die.  There  the 
wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from-  heaven  against  all  un- 
righteousness and  ungodliness  of  men.  Sometimes, 
it  is  expressed  in  simple  terms,  and  more  frequently 
in  figurative  language.  Sometimes  a  little  of  it  is  dis« 
tindly  specified,  but  often  the  whole  is  left  in  dread- 
ful obscurity.  Sometimes  we  see  the  curse  coming  to 
meet  the  sinner,  and  beginning  his  misery  here  ;  but 
more  generally  we  are  led  forward  to  eternity ;  for 
the  present  is  only  a  state  of  trial,  the  future  is  a 
world  of  retribution  ;  here  we  only  sow,  there  we 
ihall  reap;  the  sentence  is  already  denounced,  but 
the  inflidioB  is  commonly  long  suspended.    Thi«  is  the 

n.  Division  of  our  subject.  Sentence  against  an 
evil  work  js  -not  sfmedilt  executed.  Here  how- 
ever we  wish  to  observe,  That  there. is  no  uncertain- 
ty a3  to  its  final  accomplishment ;  it  is  taken  for  grant- 
ed that  it  will  be  executed.  "  God  is  not  a  man  that 
*'  he  should  lie,  or  the  son  of  man  that  he  should  re- 
"  pent :  hath  he  said,  and  shall  he  not  do  it  ?  or  hath, 
**  he  spoken,  and  shall  he  not  make  it  good  ?"  "  Heav- 
•*  en  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  my  word  shall  not 
^*  pass  away.'*    It  may  be  also  remarked,   That  he 
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does  not  always  defer  the  execution  of  the  sentence. 
Men  have  perished  even  in  their  crimes.  Witness  the 
destruction  of  Corah  and  his  company,  The^  leprosy 
of  Gehazi.  The  death  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira, 
And  what  has  happened  to  one  may  befol  another. 

But  the  language  of  the  wise  man  agrees  with  the  gen- 
er^  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Being.  With  much 
long-suffering  he  endures  the  provocations  of  the  un- 
godly,  and  delays  from  day  to  day  and  from  year  to 
year  the  wrath  which  they  have  deserved.  He  is  slow 
to  anger,  and  punishes  with  reluctance.  Judgment  is 
his  ftrange  work.  Patience  is  one  of  the  distinguifii- 
ing  glories  of  his  character.  It  is  often  ascribed  to 
him  in  Scripture;  and  the  exercise  of  it  appears  in 
numberless  and  undeniable  instances.  The  old  world 
was  warned  an  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  the 
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some  particular  views  of  this  di3pensation,  that  we 
may  discover  the  principl&s  from  which  it  sprifigs,  and 
the  purposes  which  it  is  deigned  to  toswef. 

We  are  obviously  intended  fof  a  social  state  j  but 
the  intercoiifse  ^^e  ^e  required  to  maintain  with  out 
f^kfw-creatures  Exposes  Us  to  innumerable  provoc^ 
tlons  and  offences ;  and  the  effe^  of  sudden  and  un- 
controuled  resentments  wmild  be  fatal  to  ourselves  and 
others.  Hence  we  are  commanded  to  be  ''slow  to 
**  wrath ;"  and  to  be  *'  patient  towards  all  men."  And 
in  this  forbearance  God  places  himself  before  us  as  our 
example.  He  teaches  us  a  divine  lesson  of  meekness  and 
kindness ;  and  calls  upon  tis  to  cherish  that  gentleness 
which  is  not  easily  provoked,  and  to  repress  those  pas- 
^ons  which  \^ould  impel  us  to  revenge;  **  Thereforei 
**  ii  the  kingdom  of  heaven  likened  iinto  a  certaiit 
**  kingj  which  would  take  account  of  his  servants; 
**  And  when  he  h^d  begun  to  reckon,  one  was  broUghC 
*'  unto  him  which  owed  him  ten  thousand  talents : 
*'  bat  forasmuch  as  he  had  not  to  pay,  his  lord  coni^ 
*'  manded  him  to  be  sold,  and  his  wife  and  children^ 
"  and  all  that  he  had,  and  payment  to  be  made.  Thd 
**  servant,  therefore,  fell  down,  and  worshipped  him; 
*'  saying.  Lord,  have  patience  with  me,  and  t  will  pay 
*'  thee  ajl.  Then  the  lord  of  that  servant  was  moved 
"  with  compassion,  and  loosed  him,  and  forgave  him 
**  the  debt.  But  the  same  servant  went  out,  and  found 
*'  one  of  his  fellow-servants,  which  owed  him  an  hun* 
"  dred  pence ;  and  he  laid  hands  on  him,  and  took 
'*  him  by  the  throaty  saying.  Pay  me  that  thou  owest. 
'*  And  his  fellow-servant  fell  down  at  bis  feet,  and  be- 
"  sought  him,  saying,  Have  patience  with  me,  and  I 
U  u 
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*'  will  pay  thee  4II.  And  he  would  not  j  but  went 
"  and  cast  him  into  prison  till  he  should  pay  the  debt. 
"  So  when  his  fellow-servants  saw  what  was  done,  they 
"  were  very  sorry,  and  came  and  told  unto  their  lord 
"  all  that  was  doncv  Then  his  lord,  after  that  he  bad 
*'  called  hira,  said  unto  him,  O  thou  wicked  servant, 
"  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt,  because  thou  desiredsc 
**  me  >  shouldest  not  thou  also  have  had  compassion 
"  on  thy  fellow-servant,  even  as-  I  had  pity  on  thee  ? 
"  And  his  lord  was  wroth,  and  deUvered  him  to  the 
*'  tormsntors,  till  he  should  pay  all  that  was  due  unta 
"  him.  So  likewise  shall  my  heavenly  Father  do  al- 
*'  so  unto  you,  if  ye  from  your  hearts  forgive  not  eve- 
**  ry  one  his  brother  their  trespasses.** 

If  the  commission  of  sin  were  always  immediately 
followed  with  the  punishment  of  it,  this  world  would 
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ing'good  out  of  evil,  and  ordraoutof  confusion;  in 
making  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him.  It  is  also  wor- 
thy of  our  f  emaik,  that  many  of  those  who  deserve  de- 
strudion  are  useftd  in  the  present  state  of  the  world ; 
they  are  able  to  promote  the  arts  and  auences ;  and 
are  qualified  to  rends  great  services  to  a  country. 
Such  men  are  finiks  in  the  chun  of  [vovidence,  and 
their  destiny  secures  them.  There  are  also  purposes 
vriudi  the  wicked  osdy  can  acoomj^sh.  God  calls 
the  AssyriaD,  The  rod  of  his  aiiger  and  the  staff  of  his 
indignation;  and  says,  "I  will  send  him  against  an 
"  hypocritical  nation,  aad  against  the  people  of  my 
"  wrath  will  J  give  him  a  charge,  to  take  the  spoil,  and 
**  to  take  the  {vey,  and  to  tread  them  down  like  the 
"  mire  in  the  streets."  When  he  had  fulfilled  the  de- 
signs of  Heaven,  in  punishing  some  and  chastising  oth< 
■ers,  he  was  laid  aside.  The  ungodly  by  their  contin- 
uance are  useful  to  the  righteous.  They  exercise  their 
patience,  call  forth  their  zeal,  and  wean  them  from 
the  present  world, 

Mai^rid  are  so  variously  and  intimately  blended 
tc^ether,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  strike  an  individ- 
ual only,  without  afTcfUng  others.  Now  the  Judge 
of  ^  the  earth  will  not  puni^  indiscriminately,  and 
destrc^  the  righteous  with  the  wicked.  He  would 
rather  spare  a  thousand  enemies,  than  injure  one  friend. 
If  ten  righteous  men  had  been  found  in  Sodom,  the 
place  would  have  been  preserved.  The  angel  Ad  not, 
yea  he  said  he  could  not,  do  any  thing  till  Lot  waS 
safely  escaped.  Why  were  not  the  messengers  suffer- 
ed to  eradicate  the  tares  ?  Because  it  would  have  been 
Aung  an  injustice  to  them?  No;  but  lest  "in  gath- 
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"  ering  up  the  tares,  they  should  also  root  up  the  wheat 
«  with  them." 

But  above  all,  the  goodness  of  Grod  is  to  be  acknowt 
edged  in  this  dispensation.  "The  Lord  is  not  slack 
*'  concerning  his  promise,  as  some  men  count  slack- 
*'  ness ;  but  is  long-suffering  to  U8>ward,  not  willing 
"  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  t6 
*'  rcpGntaucc."  We  are  to  **  account  that  the  long- 
*'  suffering  of  our  Lord  is  sahration."  We  see  this 
exemplified  in  Saul  of  Tarsus.  Had  he  in  his  way 
to  Damascus,  been  smitten  to  hell  when  he  was  struck 
to  the  ground,  he  had  never  obtained  mercy,  never 
have  been  a  Christian,  a  Preacher,  an  Apostle.  While 
the  execution  of  the  criniinal  is  still  suspended,  a  par- 
don may  arrive ;  while  life  continues,  there  is  a  pos- 
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»■*  heard  words  whereby  you  were  saved."  To  anoth- 
er. You  were  mercifully  spared  til!  Providence  brought 
you  that  religious  Friend  ;  for  he  "  guided  your  feet 
**into  the  path  of  peace."  To  a  third.  What  if  you 
liad  been  cut  off  in  your  sin  !  You  went  on  forwardly ; 
you  proceeded  firom  evil  to  evil ;  a  change  appeared 
Itopeless  ;  but  by  and  by  you  began  to  be  in  want ; 
all  prodigal  as  you  were,  you  s^d,  "  I  will  arise  and 
^  go  to  my  father ;"  nor  was  it  too  late.  He  came 
frath  to  meet  you ;  "  received  you  graciously 
**  and  loved  you  freely."  *'  Therefore  doth  the 
**  Lord  wait  that  he  may  be  gracious,  and  therefore 
f  will  he  be  exalted,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
**  you."  Such  is  the  design  of  this  suspension  ;  but, 
alas  1  **  let  £ivour  be  shewed  to  the  wicked,  yet  wU 
**  he  not  learn  righteousness  ;"  and  Solomon  renunds 

U8, 

IIL  That  the  depravity  of  man  turns  divine  demen-r 
cy  into  presumption,  and  abuses  the  patience  which 
bears  with  him  to  purposes  the  most  vile.  "  Because 
^  sentence  againft  an  evil  work  is  not  ci^ecuted  speed- 

f  Uy,  T^ERS£OS£  THE  HEART  OF  TffE  SONS  OF  MEN  IS 
**  fVJLLr  SET  IN  TJISX   TO  DO  EKU," 

In  this  mode  of  proceeding  there  is  something  spe- 
dous.  Man  is  a  rational  creature,  and  is  obliged  to 
give  his  actions  a  colour  of  reason.  What  he  cannot 
faibear,  he  will  endeavour  to  jufiify  ;  what  he  cannot 
jttfiify,  he  will  extenuate  ;  what  be  cannot  extenuate, 
he  will  excuse  ;  and  unhappily  he  possesses  no  little  in* 
genuity  in  devising  excuses  to  authorise  the  passions, 
^  to  ke^  off  remorse  and  alarm^ 


and  boldly.      What  they  t 
tion,   now  grown  familiai 
«nce  made  them  tremble, 
WlMce  consdence  once  th 
heard.      They  cannot  tkin 
cnrit  conBequencefl  can  be  si 
bended.    They  infer  firom 
tber  that  tbens  is  no  God. 
that  God  does  not  attend  tc 
punifli  them  ;    or  derive  fro 
bis  goodness  as  lead  them  ti 
bounds.    There  is  a  tUspo^ti 
Ax>m  the  paft  to  the  fiiture. 
so  often,  Fharoah  concluded 
and  this  encouraged  him  to 
And  thus  He  who  assigns  h 
to  a£Hons,  has  s^d,  "  lliere 
*<  scoffers,  walking  ofter  the 
**  Where  is  the  promise  of  h 
**  fathers  fell  asleep  all  thin(r< 
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^  Thou  wilt  not  require  it/^  *'  Because  sentence  a» 
^  gaifist  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  speedily,  therefore 
<^  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  ift  them  to 
^  do  eviL''  Nothing  is  more  common,  nothing  rxion 
vile,  nothing  more  £ital  than  this  perversion* 

Urst.  Solomon  does  not  draw  the  refledion  from 
a  few  single  inftances.  Nothing  is  more  common 
than  tins  abuse.  Fkrlnq)s  many  of  you  are  examples 
of  it.  To  decide  this  I  ask,  Would  you  have  continue 
ed  in  your  sinfal  courses  to  this  hour,  had  you  not  been 
persuaded  that  God  would  bear  with  you  ?  Would 
you  now  perpetrate  another  crime,  if  you  supposed 
that  God  would  instantly  cfestroy  you  for  it  ?  Why 
tben  it  is  the  long-suffering  of  God,  that  encourages 
and  emboldens  you  to  go  forward,  and  you  are  evil 
because  1^  is  good. 

.  Secondly.  Nothing  can  be  more  vile  and  base  than 
this  2d>use.  Clemency  affords  you  a  shelter  from  the 
ftorm,  and  you  enter ;  and  then  wound  your  kind 
Benefador,  and  wound  him  because  he  had  pity  up- 
on you.  Had  you  the  least  ingenuousness,  you  could 
not  hdp  admiring  and  loving  and  serving  such  a  Be* 
ing ;  but  you  insult  him  because  of  his  excellen- 
cies  and  toving-ldndnesses.  You  sin  because  grace 
abounds,  and  choose  to  appear  a  monster  in  a  garb 
of  ingratitude  blacker  than  hell. 

Thirdly.  Be  assured  nothing  will  be  more  fetal. 
<«  God  shall  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies,  and  the 
hairy  scalp  of  such  an  one  as  goeth  on  still  in 
his  trespasses.**  Mercy  is  your  final  resource  }  and 
^wlien  this  is  provoked,  to  what  can  you  turn  ?  If  a  fe* 
•her  disown  you,  what  expectation  can  you  have  ftota 
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an  incensed  adversary  ?  God  is  in  this  case  peculiarly 
concerned  to  shew  his  displeasure.  He  designed  this 
long-suffering  to  answer  other  purposes ;  and  shall  he 
be  over-ruled  and  mocked  ?  No  j  he  will  not  lose 
the  honour  of  his  patience;  though  you  may  lose  the 
advantage.  If  it  be  not  glorified  in  your  salvation,  it 
will  in  your  destruftion.  Wrath  loses  nothing  by 
sleeping  \  it  grows  fresher  by  repose.  The  longer  tbe 
stone  be  in  descending,  the  heavier  it  falls.  Long 
preparation  indicates  the  more  dreadtul  execution. 

Whoever  may  hope  for  audience  in  the  day  of  visi- 
tation, you  cannot  expedt  it.  "  When  your  fear  com- 
"  eth  as  desolation,  and  your  destruftion  corhefh  as  a 
"  whirlwind  j  when  distress  and  anguish  Cometh  upon 
"  you,    then  shall  they  call  upon  me,   but  I  will  not 
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<«  be  drunken ;  the  Lord  of  that  servant  will  come  in 
^^  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  in  an  hour 
^  when  he  is  not  aware :  and  will  cut  him  in  sunder, 
'^  and  will  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the  unbe- 
**  lievers." 

Whoever  may  hope  to  be  apprized  of  his  danger, 
surely  you  cannot  expeft  it.  **He  that  being  often 
«*  reproved  hardeneth  his  neck,  shall  suddenly  be  de- 
*'  stroyed,  and  that  without  remedy."  *'  For  when 
**  they  shall  say  Peace  and  safety ;  then  sudden  de- 
*^  struciion  cometh  upon  them  as  travail  upon  a  woman 
*^  with  child ;  and  they  shall  not  escape." 

And  do  you  promise  yourself  exemption  always? 
Even  the  patience  of  the  vine-dresser  has  an  end ;  he 
only  prayed  for  another  yeai* ;  and  perhaps  this  was 
more  than  eleven  months  ago.  Are  you  sure  that  he 
who  waited  to-day,  will  wait  to-morrow  also  ?  Having 
stood  so  long  knocking,  will  he  never  depart  ?  May 
he  not  withdraw  this  very  evening,  saying,  "  O  that 
**  thou  hadst  known  in  this  thy  day  the  things  which 
•*  belong  to  thy  peace,  but  now  they  are  hid  from 
"  thine  eyes." 

But  at  present  this  is  not  your  case.     Your  harvest 

is  not  yet  past,  your  summer  is  not  yet  ended.     The 

lives  of  some  of  you  are  spared  even  to  old  age.    Gray 

hairs  are  here  and  there  upon  you ;  and  each  of  them 

proclaims  the  patience  of  God.     You  are  in  his  House, 

and  before  his  Throne,   and   capable  of  hearing  his 

Word.     He  has  seen  all  your  sin,  and  abhorred  all. 

He  has  had  you  completely  in  his  power ;   he  could 

have  frowned  you  into  perdition.     He  has  guarded 

you  from  accidents,  and  raised  you  up  from  beds  o£ 

W  w 
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languishing.  How  many,  once  your  companions  in. 
folly  and  sin,  have  been  removed  !  where  are  they 
now?  O  let  this  goodness  encourage  you,  not  to  sin 
but  to  pray.  Approach  and  kneel  before  him.  "  O 
"  thou,  who  hast  given  me  space,  give  me  also  grace 
"  to  repent.  I  am  now  sensible  of  my  guilt,  and  of 
"  thy  goodness.  I  now  know  what  misery  1  have  de- 
**  served,  and  what  a  blessedness  thy  mercy  is  ready  to 
"bestow.  I  am  filled  with  sorrow  and  shame  and 
"  self-abhorrence,  to  think  that  I  have  so  long  trans- 
"gressed  thy  Law,  and  despised  thy  Gospel;  provo- 
*'  ked  thy  justice,  and  contemned  thy  grace.  If  after 
"all  thou  wilt  be  favourable  to  such  an  ungrateful 
*'  wretch,  and  accept  the  remains  of  a  sinful  life,  I 
"here  devote  all  I  am,  and  all  I  have  to  thee.  Thee' 
'  I  will  love  and  obey.     Adieu,  my  vain  and  foolish 
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ils  rats  *tHU  CHILDREN  OF  GoD  JRS  MANTFBStf  AKD  TBE  CHiLDRRV  OF 
fHB  DRViL  :    WHOSOEVER  DOEfH  IfQT*  RICHrEOUSNESS  IS  NOT  OF  GoVj 

■ 

netther  he  TMUt  loveth  not  his  brother, 

MY  -Brethren,  When  God  would  ad- 
monish  and  encourage  Jeremiah  in  the  discharge  of 
his  office,  he  said,  'Mf  thou  take  forth  the  precious 
^^  from  the  vile,  thou  shalt  be  as  my  mouth."  This 
address  determines  the  duty  of  every  Preacher,  who 
would  "make  full  proof  of  his  ministry.**  It  re- 
quires him  to  attend  peculiarly  to  the  states  of  his 
hearers;  to  delineate  charafter-;  to  bring  forward 
frequently  and  boldly  the  difference  between  the  righ- 
teous and  the  wicked ;  and  to  apply  with  confidence 
and  wisdom  the  threatenings  and  promises  of  the 
Scripture,  for  the  con  virion  of  the  sinner,  and  the  con- 
solation of  the  godly. 

In  this  manner  our  Apostle  studied  to  shew  himself 
approved  unto  God,  "  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to 
•'  be  ashamed,   rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.** 
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*'  In  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifest,  and  the 
"  children  of  the  devil :  whosoever  doeth  not  rigU. 
*'  teousness  is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth  not 
"his  brother." 

Of  the  persons  here  mentioned  we  shall  consider 
tliree  things.  I.  The  charader  by  which  they  are 
described.  11.  The  maiftter  in  which  they  are  dis- 
covered. III.  'J'hc  marks  by  which  they  are  distin- 
guished. 

I\Ien  and  Brethren !  While  I  am  endeavouring  to 
explain  and  improve  a  sul^eft  so  important,  let  me  en- 
treat  you  to  employ  your  minds,  not  in  determining 
the  condition  of  others,  but  in  judging  your  own: 
"  let  every  man  prove  his  own  work,  and  then  shall 
'  he  have  rejoicing  in  himself  atone  and  not  in  anoth- 
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tkus  they  who  have  the  faith  and  do  the  works  of  A- 
braham,  are  called  the  Children  of  Abraham,    The 
devil  is  the  introducer  of  evil ;  the  wicked  morally 
proceed  from  him  j  partake  of  his  depravity  ;  resemble 
htm  ;  are  proud  like  him,  are  liars  like  him,  and  so 
of  the  rest.     Hence,  says  our  Apoftle,  *'  He  that  com- 
"  mitteth  sin  is  of  the  devil,  for  the  devil  sinneth  from 
**  the  beginning."     And  hence  our  Lord  says  to  the 
Jews,  who  were  endeavoring  to  accuse  and  destroy 
him,  "  Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the  lufts 
*^  of  your  father  you  will  do.     He  was  a  murderer 
"  from  the  beginning,  and  abode  not  in  the  truth, 
"  because  there  is  no  truth  in  him.     When  he  speaketh 
**  a  lie,  he  speaketh  of  his  o\yn :  for  he  is  a  liar,  and 
•*  the  father  of  it.*'     God  is  the  author  of  all  goodness  ; 
and  Christians  are  said  to  be  "  born  of  him  ;"  to  be 
"  partakers  of  the  divine  nature  ; '  to  be  "  followers 
of  him  as  dear  children."     They  admire  his  excellen- 
cies,  and  imitate   his    perfections.     Is   he  a  God  of 
Truth  ?    They  walk  in  the  truth.     Is  he  holy  ?     They 
are  holy,     Is  he  merciful  ?  They  are  merciful.     And 
thus  they  are  "  the  children  of  their  Father  which  is  in 
"  heaven :  for  he  maketh   his  sun  to  rise  pn  the  evjl 
**  and  on  the  good,     and  sendeth  rain  on  the   just 
•*  and  on  the  unjust."  '^ 

The  sinner  makes  the  devil  his  model,  and  every  de- 
^ee  of  transgression  adds  to  the  likeness.  The  believer 
aspires  after  conformity  to  the  highest  of  all  examples ; 
and  as  he  grows  in  grace,  he  is  "  changed  into  th^. 
"  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the 
^'  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 

These  are  the  persons  here  described  by  the  ch^jc^c- 
^ers  of  "  the  children  of  God,  and  tlie  cbWAtexv  o^  v>a» 


■*'  devil.'' 
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Tiiis  division  is  the  most  general  and  uni- 
versal. It  extends  to  all  mankind  ;  and  by  a  clasufi- 
cation  the  most  simple,  reduces  the  innumerable  diver- 
sities of  the  human  race  into  two  orders.  It  entera 
this  house,  and  arranges  this  assembly  ;  it  finds  no  in- 
dividual ill  a  state  of  neutrality ;  it  instantly  blends 
each  of  you  with  those  children  of  wrath,  or  with  these 
heirs  of  glory. 

It  is  also  a  division  the  most  serious  and  eventfuL 
Tt  overlooks  every  thing  adventitious,  and  considers 
only  character.  It  passes  by  the  distinctions  of  speech, 
complexion,  rank;  and  regards  the  soul  and  eternity. 
It  views  even  the  d  iversities  which  arise  from  the  en- 
dowments of  nature,  and  the  gifts  of  Providence,  as 
nothing  compared  with  those  which  spring  from  faith 
mA  infiiiclity,    liollncss  and  sin.     How  soon  will  the 
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Let  us  consider  farther  what  results  from  these  rela^ 
tiens.  According  as  you  are  "  the  children  of  God, 
•*  or  the  chHdren  of  the  devil,"  you  are  crowned  ■with 
honour,  or  covered  with  disgrace.  How  did  David- 
prize  an  alliance  which  made  him-  son-in-law  to  the: 
King !  How  v^n  are  the  people  of  th^r  lineage  and 
extraction!  But  to  be  "sons  and  daughters  of  the' 
*  Lord  Almighty,"  confers  substantial  dignity,  unfadii^ 
Iwnour,  in  comparison  with  which  all  the  glory  deri- 
ved  from  secular  nobility  vanishes  into  smoke.  Upon' 
tills  i»inci[^e,  what  infamy  attaches  to  the  sinner,  who- 
faas  for  his  father  the  devil,  a  rebel,  a  traitor,  who  for- 
feited his  inheritance,  and  is  bound  in  chains  of  dark- 
ness, a  murderer  the  most  accursed  being  in  the  uni- 
verse !  And  what  renders  him  more  worthy  of  re- 
■proacfa,  and  draws  from  us  execration  where  other- 
"wise  we  should  rather  shew  pity,  is,  that  this  is  all  his 
chcnce  that  he-is  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
lation ;  every  time  he  sins,  he  calls  him  Fatlier  ;  eve- 
17  time  he  swears,  slanders,  takes  revenge,  observe, 
^she,  my  pedigree,  and  behold  the  example  I  copy.. 

Upon  these  connections  innumerable  privileges  or 
evils  depend.  Are  yott  the  children  of  God  ?  Heav- 
en b  your  home  ;  it  is  your  Father's  house,  where  ai-e 
many  mansions.  He  has  in  reserve  for  you  an  inher- 
itance incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not 
away.  And  here  you  fhall  want' "  no  good  thing.'" 
**  Your  heavenljp  Father  knoweth  what  things  ye  have 
"  need  of  before  you  ask  him."  Have  you  affliftions  ? 
He  will  pity  you  "  as  a  Father  pitieth  hb  children." 
Have  you  infirmities?    He  will  spare  you  "as  a  man 
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"  spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth  him."  Are  you  to 
be  prepared  for  a  "  high  calling  ?"  You  shall  "  be  all 
"  taught  of  the  Lord."  Do  you  require  care  and  at- 
tention ?  The  angels  shall  be  your  guardians :  "  are 
"  they  not  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister 
"  for  them  who  shitl  be  the  heirs  of  salvation  ?"  But, 
my  dear  Hearers,  I  leave  you  to  fill  up  the  remaining 
article,  and  to  think  of  the  children  of  the  wicked  one. 
I  leave  you  to  reflect  upon  the  miseries  they  endure 
from  their  perplexities,  their  fears,  their  passions,  and 
their  pursuits  in  life.  I  leave  you  to  look  forward  to 
the  horrors  which  will  devour  them  in  a  dying  hour; 
to  follow  them  home,  and  to  contemplate  their  por- 
tion  "with  the  devii.  and  his  angels."  "The 
*' WAY  of  transgressors  is  hard."  "The  end  of 
"  those  things  is  death."      It    is   therefore  above  all 
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*'  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  between  him 
«  that  serveth'  God  and  him  that  serveth  him  not.'* 
But  even  now  they  are  to  be  discovered,  though 
not  sufficiently  and  perfectly  known.  They  **  ar« 
*'  manifest.    Tou  ask.  To  whom  ? 

First.  They  are  manifest  to  God.  It  is  impossible 
to  impose  upon  him ;  he  "  is  not  mocked."  *'  His 
'•  eyes  are  in  every  place,  beholding  the  evil  and 
•*  the  good."  He  '*  knoweth  them  that  are  his  ?'' 
*'  and  he  knoweth  them  that  are  not  his  j  *'  nei- 
**  ther  is  there  any  creature  that  is  not  manifest  in 
*'  his  sight :  but  all  ^ings  are  naked  and  open  unto 
**  the  eyes  of  him  wim  whom  we  have  to  do." 

Secondly.  They  are  manifest  to  others.  The  tree 
is  known*  by  its  fruit.  .  "  A  good  man  out  of  the 
**  good  treasure  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth  good 
**  things,  and  an  evil  man  out  of  the  evil  treasure 
"  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth  evil  things."  The  par. 
takers  of  Divine  Grace  are  designed  to  be  distinguish- 
ed from  others  ;  they  are  to  appear  religious,  as  well 
as  be  so ;  they  are  to  hold  forth  the  word  of  life ; 
to  reprove  and  convince  others ;  theirlight  isto  "shine 
*'  before  men,  that  they  may  see  their  good  works, 
**  and  glorify  their  father  who  is  in  heaven.*'  And 
surely  there  must  be  an  observable  difference  between 
them  and  others.  It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
persons  whose  principles  and  aims  and  rules  of  action, 
.are  not  only  so  widely  different,  but  so  completely  op. 
posite,  can  be  undistinguishingly  confounded  togeth. 
er.  The  difference  is  not  indeed  so  conspicuous  as  it 
ought  Jo  be,  but  this  arises  from  the  imperfect  degree 
*  of  their  relirion  i  for  when  they  live  aa  they  <i^^^-» 
Zx 
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**  they  declare  ti-ainly  tliat  they  seek  a  country  ;" 
"they  are  manifestly  the  epistles  of  Jcaus  Christ,. 
*'  kuown  and  read  of  all  men." 

Thirdly.  Tiiey  are  manifest  to  tliemsclves.  It  will 
readily  be  acknowledged  that  it  is  not  possible  for  a 
aian  to  be  wicked  without  knowing  it.  He  cannot 
live  in  the  practice  of  sin,  and  in  the  omission  of  the 
various  duties  of  religion  j  he  cannot  love  the  one 
and  hate  the  other,  and  not  be  conscious  of  it.  But 
is  the  same  true  of  a  good  man  ?  In  reply  to  this, 
suffer  me  to  ask  two  things.  First,  k  it  not  neces- 
sary for  him  to  be  able  to  know  his  charaiflcr  i*  If 
promises  are  made  to  a  religious  f.late,  how  can  he 
claim  these  promises  unless  he  can  determine  that  he  is 
in  this  state?   If  privileges  are  suspended  upon  duty, 
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m.  To  consider  the  marks  or  DisTiNcnoN  between 
these  charafters.  **  In  this  the  children  of  **  God  are 
'*'  mknifest,  and  the  children  of  the  devil," 

In  what  ?  Kot  in  temporal.succes3.  This  is  given  or 
withheld  too  indiscriminately  to  allow  of  our  knowing 
love  or  hatred.  In  this  "  all  things  come  alike  to  all  i 
"  there  is  one  event  to  the  righteous  and  to  the  wick- 
**  ed.  As  is  tTie  good  so  is  the  sinner,  .and  he  that 
*•  sweareth  as  he  that  feareth  an  oath." 

In  what  ?  Not  in  religious  profession.  Hudas  and 
X)emas  were  both  visible  members  of  the  church  of 
'God.  There  have  always  been  many  who  had  a 
name  to  live  while  they  were  dead ;  and  assumed  a 
form  of  godliness  while  they  denied  the  power  thereof* 
^In  our  day  all  this  is  too  cheap  to  be  valuable  i  too  com- 
mon to  be  distinguishing. 

In  what?  Not  in  talking ;  irat  "in  controversy ;  net. 
in  a  sound  creed  j  Jiot  in  the  pronunciation  of  the 
Shibboleths  of  a  particular  party.  Howfew  in  answer 
ing  this  question  would  have  adduced  the  practice, 

OF     RIGHTEOUSNESS,      ANB     THE     EXERCISE     OF     I.OVe'1 

But  such  is  the  distinction  of  our  Apostle.  In  this  tho 
children  of  God  are  manifest,  and  the  children  of  the 
devil ;  he  that  doeth  not  righteousness  is  not  of 
God,  neither  he  that  loveth-not  his  brother. 

And  here  we  may  observe,  first.  The  manner  in 
■which  the  subject  is  expressed.  It  is  held  forth  neg. 
ATiVELY ;  nor  is  this  without  design.  It  reminds 
•us  that  omisssions  decide  the  charafter  even  where  there 
'is  no  positive  vice.  It  is  the  representation  of  the  un- 
godly "  that  he  hath  left  off  to  be  wise  and  to  do 
■**^ood."      The   *•  unprofitable"    servant   is  called.  ». 
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'^ wicked'^  one;  and  condemned,  not  becaLOse  he  a* 
bused  his  talent,  but  because  h^  ^<  hid*  it  in  a  napkin/' 
And  "every  tree  that  bringeth  not  forth  good 
'c  FRUIT  is  hewn  down  and  cast  into  the  fire :  he  that 
^  doeth  NOT  righteousness  is  not  of  God,  neither  he 
*'  that  loveth  not  his  brother/' 

Secondly.  The  union  of  those  excellencies  is 
worthy  of  our  notice.  We  commonly  see  them  com* 
bined  in  the*  Scripture.  It  is  said  of  a  good  man, 
^  He  is  gracious  and  fiill  of  compassion,  and  rightcouSi" 
**  He  hath  dispersed,  he  hath  given  to  the  poor ;  his 
^<  righteousness  endureth  for  ever/'  It  is  said  ako, 
that  "Pure  and  undefiled  reli^on  before  God  and 
"  the  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  wid- 
"ows  in  their  affliAion^  and  to  keep  himself  unspot- 
**  ted  from  the  world.*'  And  this  enables  us  to  recti- 
fy the  mistake  of  those  who  are  always  endeavouring 
to  separate  what  God  has  joined  together.  Some 
place  their  religion  entirely  in  charity,  and  in  one 
equivocal  exercise  of  it ;  for  all  they  mean  by  chari- 
ty is  alms-giving,  and  '^  this  covers  a  multitude  of 
**  sins/'  And  some  trust  in  themselves  that  they  are 
righteous  and  despise  others,  who  never  seem  to  have 
read  that  "the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity 
^*  out  of  a  pure  heart  and  a  good  conscience  and  faitl^ 
** unfeigned ;"  that  "charity  is  the  bond  of  perfeft- 
"  ness  ;••  that  "  by  this  shall  all  men  know  that  we  are 
•*  his  disciples  if  we  love  one  another/* 

Thirdly.  From  these  arises  a  criterion,  by 
which  we  are  to  judge  of  the  resulty  and  genuineness 
of  religion.  Not  that  these  are  the  only  marks  which 
we  are  to  employ;   there  are  many  other  evidences 
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in  the  Scriptures,'  vaA  some  of  them  of  i  more  exper-' 
imental  kind,  which  we  dare  not  depreciate }  but  all 
the  rest  will  be  vain  and  delusive  if  unaccompanied 
with  this  ri^teousness  and  this  love.  These  are  the 
neverrfailing  consequences  of  Divine  Grace.  These 
enter  deeply  into  the  charafler.  These  are  indispen. 
sable.  By  these  we  fliall  be  tried  hereafter ;  by  these 
we  fhould  form  our  jpdgipent  here.  Thfi  judge  him- 
self proposes  this  rule.  "  In  this  the  children  of  God 
*■<  are  manifeft,  and  the  children  of  the  devil :  he  that 
*'  doeth  not  righteousness  is  not  of  God,  neither  he 
"  that  loveth  not  Ijis  brother."  ^ 

Let  me  conclude  by  calling  upon  you  to  think  of 
this,  in  forming  a  .judgment  of  othe&s.  It  is  a  seri- 
ous thing  to  deprive  a  fellow-creature  of  religion,  and 
to  exclude  him  from  eternal  life  ;  and  what  authority 
have  you  for  doing  so,  if  his  life  be  exemplary,  and 
righteousness  and  charity  blend  and  prevail  in  his  char- 
acter I  You  say,  perhaps,  a  man  may  appear  to  pos- 
sess these  things  when  he  is  a  firanger  to  the  reality, 
or  his  pradUce  may  flow  from  no  inward  or  gracious 
^ndple.  We  allow  this  ^  and  it  becomes  such  a 
person  to  examine  himself,  to  see  whether  his  heart 
be  right  with  God,  and  whether  his  views  and  his  dis* 
positions  be  such  as  the  Gospel  requires  ;  but  when  I 
form  a  judgment  concerning  him,  the  case  is  material- 
ly altered  ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  motives  \  I 
cannot  search,  his  heart  \  his  life,  and  conversation  on-. 
ly  fall  under  my  cognizance,  and  these  are  my  rules, 
*•  by  their  fruits  ye  fhall  know  them.''  When  will  this 
neciQssary  difference  influence  the  opimons  of  individu- 
9I9  \   Wheirwill  it  be  regarded  by  our  churches  in  th^ 
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admission  oF  members  to  communion?  "When  we  find 
nothing  objeftionable  in  acandidate,  who  tells  us  to  keep 
Iiim  back  till  we  find  something  satisfaiftory  ?  "  In  this 
"  the  children  of  God  are  manifeft,  and  the  children 
"  of  the  devil ;  he  that  doeth  not  righteousness  is  not 
"  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother." 

Above  all,  do  not  forget  this  in  judging  yourselves. 
I  presume  you  wifli  to  know  your  spiritual  condition, 
and  that  you  are  not  willing  to  leave  your  eternal  sal- 
vation to  a  mere  peradventure — Perhaps,  1  fhall  be 
saved  ;  perhaps,  I  fliall  be  loft!  !  "  Wherefore,  Breth- 
"  ren,  give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  e!ec- 
"  tion  sure."  But  beware  how  you  proceed  in  the 
enquiry.  Remember  thst  there  are  marks  and  evi- 
dences which  cannot  lead  you  to  a  certain  and    safe 
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without  being^  able  to  assign  any  reason  whatever  to 
jjoftifyit,  save  the  conciousness  itself.  They  not  only 
rejed  good  works  like  others  as  causes  of  salvatioil^ 
but  they  rejeft  them  even  as  evidences  too.  The|r 
are  not  satisfied  like  others  to  exclude  them  from  their 
juftification  ;  they  exclude  them  even  from  their  sano 
tification  too,  which  with  them;  jpeans  only  a  relative^ 
change.  May  you  be  preserveo^my  dear  Brethten, 
from  this  dreadfial  perversion  of  ^'  ungodly  men,  who^ 
^  turn  the  grace  of  Gkxi  into  lasdvioUsness."  Remem- 
ber nothing  can  be  so  awful  as  final  deception ;  and 
nothing  can  more  certainly  expose  you  to  it,  than  im** 
agining  yourselves  the  favourites  of  Heaven,  while  you- 
are  strangers  to  the  renewing  power  of  divine  Grace^ 
and  your  tempers  and  lives  are  under  none  of  tTie 
PURIFYING  and  AFFECTIONATE  influcnces  of  the. 
Gospel.  **  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that 
**  FEAR  him."  "  The  meek  will  he  guide  iir  judgment, 
"and  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way.'*  They,  to 
whom  there  is  no  condemnation  because  they  are  in 
Christ,  **  WALK  not  after  the  fiesh,  but  after  the 
^  Spirit."  "  He  that  is  born  of  God  overcom- 
*^  ETH  THE  WORLD."  "  By  this  we  KNOW  that  we  do 
**  KNOW  him,  if  we  keep  his  commandments." 
These  are  the  true  sayings  of  God  \  and  such  is  the 
invariable  reference  of  the  Scripture. 

Suffer  me  then  to  ask  you  what  you  ktiow  of  these 
things.  Are  you  doing  righteousness  ?  and  are  you 
doing  it,  not  reluctantly,  but  with  pleasure  ?  not  oc- 
casionly,  but  constantly  ?  not  partially,  but  without 
reserve  ?  Do  you  *'  esteem  all  his  commandments  con- 
cerning all  things  to  be  right,*'  and  do  "  you  ha.<A 
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"  every  false  w:ty  ?"  Are  your  infirmities  your  afflic- 
tions ;  and  do  you  derive  from  them  motives  to  vigi- 
lance and  prayer  j  or  are  you  satisfied  and  careless 
under  them?  Do  you  "love  your  brother  also?"  Do 
you  regard  all  your  fellow-creatures  and  fellow  chris- 
tians? And  as  you  have  opportunity,  do  you  do  good 
unto  all  mcii ;  espec^IIy  unto  "  those  who  are  of  the 
•*  household  of  faith  ?"  Does  this  principle  actuate 
you  to  afford  them  relief,  to  bear  their  burdens,  to 
seek  their  welfare,  and  serve  them  at  the  expense  of 
self-denial  ? 

If  this  be  not  your  condition,  it  is  well  to  know  it  ; 
and  it  will  be  your  mercy  to  lay  It  to  heart.  Por 
your  case,  though  bad,  is  not  desperate.  If  you  are 
now  sensible  uf  your  sin,  and  really  desirous  of  con- 
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it  within  you.  liepend  upon  hid  grace,  which  will  be 
^<  sufficient  for  you  ^"  and  ^^  being  made  free  from  sin, 
"and  become  servants  to  God,  you  will  have  your 
^^  fruit  Unto  holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life.  For 
^  the  wages  of  nn  is  death ;  but  the  gilt  of  God  is 
^^  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."     Amem 
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D  0MESTM7  HAPPINESS,                      ^ . ' 

Psalm  cxviil.  1 5. 

T,lt   fA(E 

OF  ns.'joicisc  IS  IS  TUB  rAssKNjicLES  op  Vbe  maarzovs. 

NOTHING  can  more  usefully  en- 
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iaa  9wn  funily,  whether  vicious  or  virtaons,  tyramd- 
<al  or  mild,  misertble  or  happy. 

My  Brethren,  we  are  going  to  enter  one  of  those 
houses,  of  wbidi  David  ^aks ;  a  tabernacle  *'  filled 
**  with  the  voice  of  rejoldng."  Domestic  Felicity  is 
■our  present  subjed.  Let  ns  considw  two- things; 
the  IMPORTANCE,  and  the  source  of  this  happiness. 

I.  What   may  be   saib   in  commendation  of  it, 

II.  What  will  be  nbcessary  to  the  rossEssioir 
,  Of  IT.    O  Thou,  who  bast  said,  **  it  is  not  good  for 

**  man  to  be  alone,"  **  God  of  the  fenuHes  of  al 
*'  the  earth,^'  may  thy  secret  be  upon  our  tabernacles  $ 
under  the  influence  of  thy  I^ovidence  and  Grace  may 
we  derive  from  our  unions  all  the  blessedness  they  are 
capable  of  affi>rding{  aad  to  this  end  ^de  and  saDo> 
Ufy  our  meditations. 

Part  L  One  of  the  most  agreeable  scenes  we; 
can  ever  survey  upon  earth,  is  a  peaceful  and  happy 
family  i  where  friendship  comes  .in  to  draw  more 
dosely  the  bonds  of  nature;  where  the  individuals 
resemble  the  human  body,  and  if  one  member  suffer, 
ail  the  members  suffer  with  it,  and  if  one  member  be 
honoured,  all  the  members  r^oicc;  where  every  care 
is  divided,  every  sorrow  dinunished,  every  joy  redoub- 
led, by  discovery,  by  sypipathy,  by  communion ; 
where  mutual  confidence  prevails,  and  advice,  conso- 
lation, and  succour  are  redprocally  given  and  receiv- 
ed. To  such  a  sight  God  himself  ca^  our  attention  ; 
*^  Behold  how  good  and  pleasant  a  thing  it  is  for 
**  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity !"  Some  things 
are  good  but  not  pleasant,  and  some  things  are  pleas^ 


Domestic  Happiness. 


[SSR.  XIX. 


aat  but  not  good.  Here  both  are  combined,  and  the 
eSe&  is  fragrant  as  the  ^cred  perfume,  and  reviving 
as  the  influences  of  Heaven.  *'  It  is  like  the  predou$  ' 
"  ointment  upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon  the 
"  beard,  even  Aaron's  beard ;  that  went  down  to  the  • 
*'  skirts  of  his  garments  i  as  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and 
"  as  the  dew  that  descended  upon  the  mountains  of 
*'  Zioti :  for  there  the  Lord  commanded  his  blessing, 
"  even  life  for  evermore/'  Let  us  establish  the  im- 
portance of  Domestic  Happiness,  by  taking  some 
particular  views  of  its  oonneffions  and  influence. 

And,  First,  We  may  consider  it  in  reference  to  ouc 
AVOCATIONS  and  cares.  These  are  numerous  and 
diversified,  and  demand  relaxation  and  relief.  Whq 
could  endure  perpetual   drudgery  and  fatigue?    and. 
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}iis  wrinkled  brows,    leaves  hi?  study,   and  unbend- 
ing himself,  stoops  to  the  capacities,  yields  to  the  wish*  * 
^,  and  mingles  i^th  the  diversions  of  his  children* 

^  He  will  not  blush  that  has  a  father's  heart, 

^  To  take  in  childish  pla^  a  childish  part : 

^  But  bends  his  sturdy  back  to  finy  toy 

^  That  youth  takes  pleasure  in  to  please  his  boy.** 

Take  the  man  of  trade.    What  reconciles  him  tdt 

the  toil  of  business  ?  What  enables  him  to  endure  the 

fastidiouspess  and  impertinence  of  customers  ?    What 

^  rewards  him  for  so  many  hours  of  tedious  confine^ 

ment  ?  By  and  by  the  season  of  intercourse  will  arrive; 

}ie  will  be  imbosomed  in  the  caresses  of  his  family  : 

hie  will  behold  the  desire  of  his  eyes,  and  the  children 

of  his  love,    for  whom-  he  resigns  his  ease  ;  and  in 
their  welfare  and  smiles  he  will  fmd  his  recompense. 

Yonder  comes  the  labourer.  He  has  borne  the  bur- 
den and  heat  of  the  day  y  the  descending  sun  has  re- 
leased him  from  his  toil,  and  lie  is  hastening  home  to 
enjoy  repose.  Halfway  down  the  lane,  by  the  side  erf 
which  stands  his  cottage,  his  children  run  to  meet 
Inm ;  one  he  carries,  and  one  he  leads.  The  com- 
panion  of  his  humble  life  is  ready  to  furnish  him  with 
his  phdn  repast.  See  his  toil-worn  countenance  as- 
sumes an  air  of  cheerfulness  ;  his  hardships  are  forgot- 
ten j  fatigue  vanishes  :  he  eats  and  is  satisfied  ;  th^e 
evening  fair,  he  walks  with  uncovered  head  around 
his  garden  ;  enters  again  and  retires  to  rest,  -and  *•  the  ^ 
"  rest  of  a  labouring  man  is  sweet  whether  he  eat  lit- 
*•  tie  or  much."  Inhabitant  of  this  lonely,  lowly 
dw^ing,  who  can  be  indifferent  to  thy  comfort ! 
**  Peace  be  to  this  hGuse.'' 
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"  Lei  not  ambition  mock  tli  y  useful  toil,  ^J 

'  ^  "  Thj-  HOH£Lr  joys,  and  dcitiny  obscuvc^  ^H 

"  Nor  gntixlcur  liear  with  i  disdiiiiiful  ^n^ilc,  ^^ 
"  The  b\\on  and  Mmple  annals  of  the  poor  " 

Secondly.  We  may  conMdcr  this  happiuess  bi  refer> 
«nce  to  the  afflictions  or  mfe.  It  looks  like  a 
general  remedy  furniftied  by  the  kindness  of  Provi- 
dence, to  alleviate  the  troubles  which  from  various 
quarters  we  unavoidably  feel  while  passing  through 
this  world  of  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit.  How  ma- 
ny little  sighing  vacancies  does  it  fill  up  !  How  many 
cloudy  nervous  vapours  does  it  chase  from  the  mind  1  ' 
Whose  frowns  and  gloom  will  not  the  mirth  of  a  child 
dissipate  !  What  corroding  anxieties  will  not  retire 
from  the  attentions  of  a  virtuous  wife  !    What  a  con- 
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Thirdly.  We  may  consider  this  happiness  in  ref- 
erence tO'  THE  GOOD  THINGS  OP  THI9  LIFE,  With- 
out this,  all  will  be  insipid,  all  will  be  useless.  Tgur 
titles  of  distinfiiony  and  your  robes  of  office,  Tte  laid 
aside  before  you  enter  your,  own  dwelling.  There 
the  senator,  the  ndnister,  the  lawyer,  draw  back ;  and 
we  behold  only  the  husband,  the  father,  the  manf 
There  you  stand  only  in  those  reladons'in  which'  na< 
ture  has  placed  you.  There  you  feel  only  your  per- 
sonal charaAer.  What  remuns  after  these  deduSions 
are  made,  ascertuns  your  value.  Tou  are  to  judge  of 
your  worth,  by  the  honour  you  command  where  rank 
.does  not  overawe ;  of  your  importance,  by  the  esteenl 
and  admiration  you  engage  when  de^nred  of  all  ad- 
ventitious append^es ;  of  your  happiness  by  the  re^ 
sources  you  possess  to  give  cheerfulness  and  charms  to 
those  returning  hours  which  no  splendour  gilds» 
which  no  iame  ins^ares,  and  in  which  all  the  attrafHons 
of  popularity  f^l ;  for  what  would  it  avail  you.  to- 
live  in  popular  opinion,  and  to  be  followed  with  ap- 
plause home  to  your  very  door,  if  you  were  then  to  be 
«>mpe11ed  to  continue  in  the  elem«it  of  discord,  the 
seat  of  strife,  the  house  of  bondage  and  corre^on  i 
Imagine  yourselves  prosperous  in  your  affairs ;  trade 
pouring  in  wealth,  your  grounds  bringing  forth  plen- 
tifully, .your  cup  running  over.  Misery  under  your 
own  roof  would  be  sufficient  to  canker  your  gold  and 
silver ;  to  corrupt  your  abundance ;  to  embitter  eve^ 
ry  pleasure ;  to  m^e  you  groan  even  on  a  costly  sofa, 
•*  All  this  availeth  me  nothing !" 

Sufferings  from  strangers  are  less  acute  than  from 
fineads.    David  magnifies  the  afflidion  he  endured  by 
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the  nearness  of  the  quarter  from  which  it  came.  "  1^ 
**  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  me,  then  1  could 
*'  have  borne  it ;  neither  *as  it  he  that  hated  me  ; 
**  that  did  magnify  himself  againft  me,  then  I  would 
"  hare  hid  myself  from  him.  But  it  was  thou,  tmne 
"  equal,  my  guide,  and  my  acquaintance."  This  cif- 
cumftance  gave  it  ail  the  ftiock  of  surprize,  all  the 
bitterness  of  disappointment,  all  the  breach  of  obli^^ 
tion.  It  is  bad  to  be  wounded  any  where  ;  but  to  be 
"  wounded  in  the  house  of  a  friend"  is  mention^  aa 
a  peculiar  aggravation.  No  foes  are  like  those  of  "  a 
"  man's  household ;"  their  situation  favours  hoftiU- 
ty  ;  they  can  choose  the  moment  of  attack  ;  tfiey  can 
repeat  the  blow  ;  they  can  injure  imperceptibly.  And 
what  can  be  so  dreadful  as  to  be  associated  with  per- 
■oos  from  whom  you  cannot  separate,  and  with  whom 
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feels  his  welfare  lodged  in  his  own  house,  the  morer 
tvill  he  prize  and  love  it.  The  more  he  is  attached  to 
his  wife  and  children,  the  less  will  he  risk  their  peace 
and  comfort  by  hazardous  speculations,  and  mad  en- 
terprises in  trade.  A  life  of  innocency,  regularity, 
and  repose  in  the  afifedions  of  his  family  wUl  check 
the  rovings  of  restless  ambition,  and  secure  him  from 
the  folHes  of  the  pride  of  life.  ^'EnHII  Communica- 
^^  tions  corrupt  good  manners ;''  but  these  pleasing 
cords  will  draw  him  back  from  ^^the  council  of  the 
*'  ungodly,"  "  the  way  of  sinners,*'  "  the  sej^t  of  the 
*'  scornful.**  In  vain  will  he  be  tempted  to  go  abroad 
for  company  or  for  pleasure,  when  home  supplies  him 
\nth  both.  **  And  what,*'  says  he,  "  ar^  the  amuse- 
^'  ments  and  dissipations  of  the  world  ?  I  have  better 
**  enjoyments  already ;  enjoyments  springing  fresh 
from  the  growth,  the  improvement,  the  culture  of 
our  rising  charge,  from  our  rural  walks,  from  our 
scicial  evenings,  from  our  reading  and  conversation,- 
**  from  our  cheerful  lively  mutual  devotion.  Here 
*•  are  [Measures  perpetually  renewing,  and  which  nev- 
•*  er  cloy.  Here  are  entertainments  placed  easily 
"  within  our  reach,  and  which  require  no  laborious 
**  preparation,  no  costly  arrangement.  Here  I  ac- 
"  knowledge  only  the  dominion  of  nature ;  and  fol- 
"  low  only  the  bias  of  inclination.  Here  I  have  na 
"weaknesses  to  hide,  no  mistakes  to  dread.  Here 
*'  my  gratifications  are  attended  with  no  disgrace,  no 
*^  remorse.  They  leave  no  stain,  no  sting  behind. 
•*  I  fear  no  reproach  from  my  understanding,  no  reck- 
"  omng  from   my  conscience  j   my  prayers  arc  not 

^^juadered.    My  heart  is  made  better.    I  am  soften^ 
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'^  ed,  prepared  for  duty,  allured  to  the  Throne  of 
M  Grace.  And  can  I  be  induced  to  exchange  all 
*'  this,  O  ye  votaries  of  the  world,  for  your  anxieties, 
"  confusion,  agitations,  and  expense  ?  Shall  I  pact 
"  with  my  case  and  indepeadence,  for  the  trammela  of 
**  your  silly  forms,  the  encumbrance  of  your  fashions, 
**  the  hypocrisies  of  your  crowds  ?  Shall  I  resign  my 
*'  freedom  for  the  privilege  of  your  slavery,  whicli  so 
*•  often  compels  you  to  disguise  your  scntimentB,  to 
"  subdue  your  genuine  fcelings,  to  applaud  folly,  to 
"  yawn  under  i  lethargy  of  pleasure,  and  to  sigh  for 
*'  the  hour  of  retirement  and  release  ?  Shall  I  sacrifice 
"  my  innocent  endeM-ments,  to  pursue  the  fetal  rou- 
**  tine  of  your  dissipation,  the  end  of  whicli  is  hcavi- 
••  nesa,  and  from  which  you  return  deprived  of  season- 
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children  are  led  into  these  circles  of  infatuation,  and 
made  to  despise  the  simple  and  natural  manners  of 
youth.  From  mansions  and  shops  and  common  dwells 
ings  we  see  increasing  numbers  pouring  forth  to  balls, 
and  assemblies,  and  routs,  and  concepts,  and  public 
spedades,  and  theatrical  entertainments;  i^?ery  even* 
ing  has  some  forei^  claim. 

**  Who  will  shew  me  any  good  ?"  is  the  cry,  The 
mrorld  passing  along  hears  it,  and  says,  Follow  me,  em- 
ulate this  splendour,  mix  with  this  throng,  pursue 
these  diversions.  We  comply.  We  run,  and  we 
run  in  vain.  Hie  prize  was  nigh  us  when  we  began  j 
t)Ut  our  folly  drew  \is  away  from  it.  Let  vl%  return 
home,  and  we  shall  find  it.  Let  us  remember  that 
jiappiness  prefers  calfnness  to  noise,  and  the  shades  to 
publicity  i  that  it  depends  more  iipcm  things  cheap 
and  common,  than  upon  things  expensive  and  singu* 
lar ;  that  it  is  not  an  exotic  which  we  are  to  import 
from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  but  a  plant  which  grows 
in  our  own  field  and  in  our  own  garden^  ¥^yery  man 
may  be  made  happy,  if  you  could  indoce  him  to  make 
a  proper  estimate  of  happiness ;  if  you  could  keep 
iiim  from  judging  after  outward  appearances ;  if  you 
could  persuade  him  to  stoop,  rather  than  to  aspire,  tp 
kneel,  rather  than  to  fly.  To  confine  us  to  our  re- 
spective stations,  God  has  wisely  rendered  happipcss 
only  attainable  in  them;  were  it  placed,  not  in  the 
way  of  duty,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  boundary, 
the  very  position  would  lead  us  astray,  and  seduce  us 
to  transgress.  But  home  is  not  always  heaven,  nor  is 
4lome8tic  life  necessarily  productive  of  domestic  happi- 
Aess«     Htnce  it  becomes  oeedlulj, 
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Part  If.     To  open  its  sources,    and  examine  on 

what  it  DEPENDS. 

It  does  not  depend  upon  rank  and  affluence. 
It  is  confined  to  no  partkujar  condition ;  the  servant 
may  enjoy  it  ai  well  as  the  master;  the  mechanic  as 
well  as  the  nobleman.  It  eKhilar.Ues  the  cottage  as 
well  as  the  palace.  What  am  1  saying  ?  What  sayw 
common  opinion  ?  Does  it  not  invariably  associate 
more  enjoyment  v^ith  the  lowly  roof,  than  with  the 
towering  mansion  ?  Ask  those  who  have  risen  from  in- 
ferior life,  whether  their  satisfaction  has  increased 
with  their  circumstances;  whether  they  have  never 
advanced  to  the  brow  of  the  eminence  they  have  as- 
cended, and  looking  down  sighed,  "  Ahl  happy  vale, 
"  from  how  much  was  I  sheltered  while  I  was  in 
**  thee  I"   There  cio  he  ii^deed  but  one  opinion  oon<- 


JS£m.  xix.]  Domestic  Happiness  S8i 

flnuch  more  qualified  to  enjoy  this  happiness  than  oth- 
ers. Some  have  little  tafte  for  any  thing.  They  are 
jnade  up  of  fiupidities  ;  they  have  eyes,  but  see  not ; 
•ears,  but  hear  not.  They  are  the  automatons  of  na- 
ture ;  the  machines  of  Providence ;  doing  the  work 
which  the  conftitution  of  the  world  requires  of  them, 
devoid  of  any  lively  emotions.  If  they  ever  feel,  it  is 
.only  from  the  impression  of  something  tumultuous  and 
.violent ;  if  they  are  ever  pleased,  it  is  only  by  facti- 
tious joys.  But  others  are  full  of  Ufe  and  sensibility ; 
they  are  susceptible  of  delicate  impressions  ;  they 
love  every  thing  tranquil  ;  rclifli  every  thing  simple ; 
enjoy  every  thing  natural ;  and  are  touched  and  dis- 
solved by  a*thousand  pleasing  ctrcumftances  which  con- 
vey nothing  to  others. 

There  are  however  some  things  which  have  an  in- 
dispensable influence  in  producing  and  maintaining 
ihe  welfare  of  families,  which  fall  more  properly  un- 
jder  our  cultivation  ;  Order,  Good  Temper,  Good 
Sense,  Religious  Principles.  These  will  bless  thy  dwel- 
ling, and  fill  thy  '*  tabernacle  with  the  voice  of  re- 
f*  joicmg.. 

Firft.  Without  order,  you  can  never  rule  well 
your  own  house.  "  God  is  not  the  God  of  confusion." 
He  loves  order  ;  order  pervades  all  his  works.  He 
overlooks  nothing.  "  He  calleth  the  ftars  by  their 
*•  names  ;"  "  he  numbereth  the  hairs  of  our  head." 
^  He  appointeth  the  moon  for  seasons,  and  the  sun 
^*  knoweth  his  going  down."  There  is  no  discord,  no 
plaihing  in  all  the  immense,  the  amazing  whole  !  He 
)ias  interposed  his  authority,  and  enjoined  us  ^^  to  do 
»  gyery  thing  decently  and  in  order/*    And  this  covev 
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roatid  is  founded  ia  regard  to  our  advanta^.  It 
calls  upon  you  to  lay  down  rules,  and  to  walk  by 
them  ;  to  assign  every  thing  its  proper  place,  its  allow* 
ance  of  time,  its  degree  of  importance  ;  to  observe 
regularity  in  your  meals,  in  your  devotions,  in  your 
expenses.  From  order  spring  frugality,  economy, 
charity.  From  order  result  beauty,  harmony,  con- 
currence. Without  order  there  can  be  no  govern- 
ment, no  happiness;  peace  flies  from  confusion;  dis- 
order entangles  all  our  affairs,  hides  from  us  the  end, 
and  keeps  from  us  the  clue ;  we  lose  self-possession, 
and  become  miserable,  because  perplexed,  hurried, 
oppressed,  easily  provoked. 

Secondly.    Many  things  wHl  arise  to  try  your  tem- 
per ;  and  he  is  unqualified  for  social  life  who  has  nO 


ftiik  XIX J  DmettU  Hoffmerh.  M« 

tnih  your  lips  may  produce*  a  wound  which  weeks- 
eannm  heal.  *'  I  would  reprove  thee/'  said  the  phi- 
losoi^er,  **  were  I  not  angry.'*  It  is  a  noble  suggef- 
don.  Apply  it  in  yoxu  reprehenuon  of  servants,  and 
correction  c^  children.  But  there  is  something  against 
which  you  should  be  more  upon  your  guard  than  oc- 
«aalonal  sallies  of  passion  ;  I  mean  habitual  pettishness. 
The  former  may  be  compared  to  7t  brisk  shower  which' 
is  soon  over ;  the  latter  tea  sleet  drizzHng  rain  driving 
all  the  day  long.  The  mischief  which  is  such  a  dis> 
turbar  o£  social  enjoyment,  is  not  the  anger  which  is 
lengthened  into  malice,  or  vented  in  revenge  ;  but 
^at  which  oozes  out  in  constant  fretfiilneas,  murmur- 
ing and  complaint  >  it  is  that  which  renders  a  man 
sot  formidable,  but  troublesome  :.  it  is  that  which 
converts  him»  not  into  a  tiger,  but  intoa gnat.  Good 
humour  is  the  cordial,  ^e  balm  of  life.  The  possessor 
of  it  ^>read3  satisfaction  wherever  he  comes,  and  he 
putakes  of  the  pleasure  he  gives.  Easy  in  himself,  he 
is  seldom  ofiended  with  those  around  him.  Calm  and 
^acid  within,  every  thing  without  wears  the  most  fa- 
-vourable  appearance  ;  while  the  mind^  a^tated  by 
peevishness  or  passion,  like  a.ruffled  pool,  even  reflects 
«very  agree^e  and  lovely  image  hise  and  distorted. 

Thirdly.  The  influence  and  advantage  of  good 
ftENSE  are  incalculable.  What  streams,  what  vessels 
are  the  noisy?  The  shallow,  the  empty.  Who  are 
Ae  unyielding  ?  The  ignorant,  who  mistake  obstina- 
cy kr  firmness.  Who  are  the  infolliWe  ?  They  who 
have  not  reflection  enough  to  see  how  liable  and  how 
likely  we  are  to  err  ;  they  who  cannot  comprehend 
how  moch  it  adds  to  a  man^  wisdom  to  (Uscover,  and 
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lo  his  humility  to  acknowledge  a  fault.  Good  senifr 
will  preserve  us  from  censoriousness  ;  will  lead  us  to 
distinguish  circumstances  ;  to  draw  things  from  the 
dark  situation  of  prejudice  which  rendered  them  frij^ht- 
jful,  that  we  may  candidly  survey  them  in  open  day. 
Good  sense  will  keep  us  from  looking  after  visionary 
perfection  ;  "  The  infirmities  1  behold  are  not  peculiar 
*'  to  my  connections,  others  if  equally  neir  would  betray 
"  the  same  ;  universal  excellence  is  unattainable  j  no 
•'  one  can  please  in  every  thing.  And  who  am  I  to  de- 
"  mand  a  freedom  from  imperfections  in  others, 
"  while  I  am  encompassed  with  infirmities  myself !" 
Good  sense  will  lead  us  to  study  dispositions,  peculiari- 
ties, accommodatioDS ;  to-  weigh  consequences  ;  to 
determine  what  to  observe  and  what  to  pass  by  j 
when  to  be  immovesUHe  and  when  to   vield.    Goc^ 
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There  is  a  difference  between  appearances  and  realitjr. 
Secondly,  If  we  believe  the  Scripture,  this  is  impossi- 
ble ;  **  the  way  of  transgtessors  is  hard  j  there  is  no 
*^  peace,  saith  my  God,  untd  the  wicked/'  Thircny, 
tteligion  secures  those  dttttes,  upon  the  performance 
of  which  the  happmesa  of  households  depends.  Would 
any  man  have  teason  to  complain  of  servants,  of  chil- 
dren, or  of  any  other  relation,  if  they  were  alt  influ- 
enced by  the  Sfurit,  and  regulated  by  th&di^tes  of 
the  Gospel  ?  Much  of  religioa  lies  in  the  discharge 
of  these  relative  duties ;  and  to  enforce  these,  religion 
tuings  foi^vard  motives  the  most  powerful,  and  al- 
vaiys  binmngy  catis  in  consdence,  and  God,  and  heav- 
en, and  hell.  Fourthly,  Religion  attrafts  the  divine 
blessing,  and  all  we  possess  or  enjoy  depends  Upon  its 
smiles.  God  can  elevate  or  sink  us  in  the  esteem  of 
others  i  he  c^n  send  us  buuness  or  withhold  tt  ^  he 
«an  command  or  forbid  thieves  to  rob,  and  flames  to 
devour  us }  he  can  render  all  we  have  satisfying,  or 
^tasteful,  and  they  that  honour  him  he  wiQ  honour. 
**  The  house  of  the  wicked  shall  be  overthrown,  but 
"  the  tabernacle  of  the  upright  shall  flourish.  The 
^  olrse  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  house  of  the  wicked : 
**  but  he  blesseth  the  habitation  of  the  just."  Finally, 
Religion  prepares  us  for  all  events.  If  we  succeed^ 
it  keeps  our  prosperity  from  destroying  us ;  if  we  suf. 
fer,  it  preserves  us  from  fainting  in  the  day  of  adversi- 
ty. It  turns  our  losses  into  guns  ;  it  exaJts  our  joys 
'into  prases ;  it  makes  prayers  of  our  sighs ;  and  in 
9II  the  uncertainties  of  time  and  changes  of  the  world, 
ft  sheds  on  the  mind  a  "  peace  which  passeth  all  un. 
"  ^erstanding."  It  unites  us  to  each  other,  not  only 
A  A  a 


Domestic  Hap^neis. 


^Ser,  six; 


as  creatures,  but  as  CliristiariS ;  not  only  as  strangers 
and  pilgrims  upon  eartli,  but  as  lieirs  of  glory,  hon- 
our, ami  immortality.  For  you  must  separate;  it  is 
useless  to  keep  back  the  mortifying  truth.  It  was  the 
condition  upon  which  your  union  was  formed.  O 
man !  it  was  a  mortal  finger  upon  which  you  placed 
the  ring,  vain  emblem  of  perpetuity.  O  woman ! 
it  was  a  dying  hand  that  imposed  it.  jVfter  so  many 
mutual  and  growing  attachments,  to  sqiarate !  What 
is  to  be  done  here  ?  O  Religion,  Religion,  come  and 
relieve  us  in  a  case  where  every  other  assistance  fails ; 
come  and  teach  us  not  to  wrap  up  our  chief  happi- 
ness in  the  creature ;  come  and  bend  our  wills  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  Almighty,  and  enable  us  to  say, 
"  It  is  the  Lord,  let  Him  do  what  seemeth  him  good ; 

"  tT((>  T.OTfl  rnvp     and   tl»«   \ sirA   hafli  talron    «i«niir     MtA 
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How  unlike  every  present  meeting!  Here  our  intep- 
-course  is  chilled  with  the  certainty  of  separation. 
There  we  shall  meet  to  part  no  more;  we  shall  be 
for  ever  with  each  other,  and  for  ever  with  the  Lord. 
Now  affliction  often  enters  our  drde,  and  the  distress 
of  one  is  the  concern  of  aE,  Then  we  shall  *•  r^oice 
■"  with  them  that  rejoice,"  but  not  "  weep  with  them 
'*'  that  weep ;"  for  *'  all-tears  shtdl  be  -wiped  from  our 
*'  eyes,  and  the  days  of  onr  mourning  shall  be«nded." 
Come  then,  my  dear  hearers,  and  invite  the  religion 
'of  the  blessed  Jesus,  this  one  thing  needful,  this  uni- 
versal benefactor  of  nunldnd.  It  has  "  the  promise 
."  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.^ 
7t  secures  oar  individual  and  our  f^tive  happiness; 
it  brings  peace  into  our  bosoms,  and  joy  into  our 
dwellings.  Let  us  resolve  to  .pursue  it  ourselves ;  let 
-us  enforce  it  upon  our  conneCHons ;  let  us  dedicate 
our  tabernacles  to  God  ;  offer  the  morning  and  even- 
ing sacrifice  of  prayer  and  of  praise ;  and  whatever 
be  the  deternunation  of  others,  let  us  say  for  ourselves, 
***  Asior  me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 
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'*  Christ."  To  do  justice  to  this  subject,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  consider  three  things.  I.  The  state  to 
which  the  Christian  looks  forward,  ^'  the  everlafting 
*'  kijigdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Chrift.** 
n.  The  mode  of  his*  admission,  "  an  entrance  minis- 
•*tered  abundantly/'  III.  The  condition  on  which 
the  privilege  depends,  it  is  the  consequence  of  some- 
thing clearly  implied  ;  "  So,  So  an  entrance  shall 
^  be  ministered  unto  you  abunidantly,  into 
**the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  lord  and 
**  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.'- 

■ 

I.  Chriftians,  we  know  very  little  of  "  the  hope 
^*  which  is  laid  up  for  us  in  heaven  ;*'  it  is  "  the  glory 
*•  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us.'*  Whil^  we  are  in 
this  weak  ftate  of  flelh  and  blood,  thQ  full  disclosure 
would  be  too  dazzling  for  the  fqeble  eye.  It  woul4 
also,  by  inaking  too  firopg  ap  impression,  operate  inju- 
riously, unhingii>g  us  from  our  present  conned^ioiis^ 
and  depriying  those  concerns  which  deipapd  a  subor- 
dinate ihare  of  attention,  of  all  power  to  ftrike  and  en- 
gage our  minds.  *'  We  walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight  j^* 
but  "  we  know  in  part.'*  We  have  some  representa- 
tions  of  our  future  blessedness  accommodated  to  our 
fdunilties,  and  derived  from  scenes  with  which  we  are 
fsiinilian 

It  is  a  KINGDOM,  a  ftat^  of  roy^d  ^n^pire,  expanding 
over  a  better,  a  heavenly  country,  wheyre  there  is  no 
curse ;  whose  laws  are  equity  and  perfedion ;  whose 
riches  and  honours  and  resources  are  infinite ;  whose 
^bjeds  are  all  mse  and  good ;  living  together  as 
^endSj|  all  priuces    themselves,    ^11  happy,   escaped 
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from  the  troubles  of  life,  the  infirmities  and  disease* 
f^  body,  the  diftrcsses  and  accusations  of  conscience, 
the  remains  of  ignorance  and  of  fiin,  and  innumerable 
vexations,  which  now  make  us  groan,  and  long  to 
emigrate  tliither.  Two  things  are  spoken  of  this  king- 
dom, which  deserve  remark. 

The  firft  concerns  its  permanency  and  duration.-* 
It  is  "the  EVERLASTING  kingdom  of  our  Lord  ajld 
"  Saviour."  Every  thing  here  is  perifliablc  and  trao> 
sitory.  We  tremble  to  look  at  our  possessions  and 
enjoyments,  left  we  ihould  see  them  in  motion,  spread- 
ing their  wings  to  flee  away.  Many  already  in  talk- 
ing of  their  comforts  are  compelled  to  go  back  ;  "  I 
"  HAD  a  husband,  children,  health,  affluence,  and  I 
*'  said,  I  shall  die  in  my  neft." 

As  it  is  with  isdiTiduals  end  famtlies.  M  it  ia  «idl 
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yr  change  ;  a  kikigdom  which  cannot  be  fhaken,  se- 
Eure  froih>  internal  decay  and  external  violence  ;  a^ 
Idngdom  prepared  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
ind  which  shall  survive  its  dissolution,  and  having 
leen  the  sun  turned  into  darkness  and  the  moon  into 
dood,  fhall  flow  on  through  eternal  ages. 

The  greater  any  good  is  which  we  possess,  the  more 
ibes  it  awaken  our  concern,  and'  the  more  anxious 
ire  we  to  inquire  after  security  and  tenure.  But 
iere  is  no  room  for  apprehension  ;  the  happiness  is  as 
certain  as  it  is  excellent,  as  durable  as  it  is  vafl: ;  and 
^e  scripture  never  overlooks  this  important  consider- 
ition.  Is  it  "  meat  ?*'  It  "  endureth  to  everlafting 
'life;'*  Is  it  a  "  treasure?"  "  Moth  and  ruft  can- 
^not  corrupt,  nor  thieves  break  through  and  fteal.** 
s  it  **  a  crown  of  glory  ?'*  It  "  fadeth  not  away/* 
^  it  a  ^'  house  ?''  It  is  ^^  a  building  of  God,  not  made 
''with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens/'  Is  it  a  **  dty  ?*• 
t  is  *'  a  dty  which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder 
^and  whose  maker  is  God."  Is  it  a  ** kingdom?'* 
tis  "  everlasting/' 

Behold  the  second  circumstance  with  regard  to  this 
ilessed  state.  It  is  '^  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our 
•  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ/'  And  what 
aeans  this  relation  ?  It  is  surely  designed  to  distin- 
;uish  him  from  a  mere  possessor,  and  to  intimate  pe- 
uliar  prerog?,tive,  residence,  administration.  It  is 
lis  by  d^m.  As  the  Son  of  God  he  is  ^^  Heir  of  all 
'  things  :  being  made  so  much  better  than  the  angels, 
as  he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excd- 
lent  name  than  they.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels 
'  said  he  at  any  time.  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have 
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**  I  begotten  thee  ?  And  again,  I  will  be  to  him  z 
*'  Father,  and  he  shall  be  to  me  a  Son?  And  again, 
"  when  he  bringeth  in  the  first- begot  ten  into  tlie 
"  world,  he  saith,  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  wor- 
"  ship  him.  And  of  the  angels  he  saith,  Who  mat-  ' 
•'  eth  his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a  flame  of 
**  fire.  But  unto  the  Sen  he  saith.  Thy  throne,  0 
"  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever ;  a  sceptre  of  righteous- 
*'  ness  is  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  :  thou  hast  loved 
"  righteousness,  and  hated  iniquity ;  therefore  God  ' 
•*  even  thy  God  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of 
•*  gladness  above  thy  fellows."  For  under  another 
view  he  acquired  it  as  the  reward  of  his  obedience 
4nd  sufferings.  "  For  unto  the  angels  hath  he  not 
"  put  in  subjeftion  the  world  to  come,  of  which  we 
*'  speak  ?  But  we  see  Jesus,  who  was  made  a  little 
*ei-... *i.-v    *i.-   — .^t-     e —   »t.-  —-»*-_! —  -f '  ji—j- 
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foUowers.  This  was  surely  the  idea  of  the  dying  thief 
when  he  prayed,  "Lord  remember  me  when  thou 
*'  contest  into  thy  kingdom ;"  and  of  Paul,  when  he 
said,  "  and  the  Lord  shall  deliver  me  from  every  evil 
**  work,  and  preserve  me  unto  his  heavenly  king- 
**  dom."  He  is  the  Sovereign ;  and  there  he  rules, 
not  as  here  "  in  the'  midst  of  his  enemies."  No  trea^ 
Son,  no  sedition,  no  disafiet^on  there.  AH  are  ador- 
ing  and  praising  him ;  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
**  was  slain  to  receive  honour,  and  liches,  and  wisdom, 
"  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing." 
There  he  reigns  immediately,  always  in  view,  and  ac- 
cessible to  alL  There  he  appears  in  our  nature,  the 
principle,  the  image,  the  pledge  of  our  glory  and  hap- 
piness. He  has  taken  possession  in  our  name ;  and  is 
preparing  a  place  for  us;  and  will  by  and  by  re- 
cdve  us  to  HIMSELF,  that  where  h^  is,  there  we  may- 
be also. 

It  has  been  often  said,  "  that  however  we  may  dif- 
**  fer  from  each  other,  we  all  hope  for  the  same  heav- 
•*  en."  But  nothing  can  be  more  felse.  The  believ- 
er in  lesus,  who  loves  him  above  all,  and  places  the- 
whole  of  his  happiness  in  him,  he,  and  he  alone,  real- 
ly desires  the  heaven  of  the  Bible ;  a  pure,  spiritual, 
CHRISTIAN  heaven,  the  essence  of  which  is  the  pres- 
ence and  ^ory  of  the  Redeemer.  This  is  the  heav- 
en he  demanded  for  all  his  followers}  "Father,  t 
**  mil  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  be  with 
•*  me  where  I  am  to  behold  my  glory."  This  is  the 
heaven  I^ul  desired  for  himself;  "  I  long  to  depart, 
•*  to  be  wth  Christ,  which  is  far  better."  And  such  ia 
die  (Usposition  of  every  true  follower  of  the  I^rd  J«- 
Bab 
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sua;  "This  is  enough;  this  is  the  heaven  of  Heav- 
"  en;  there  I  shall  see  Him  who  is  altogether  lovely  r 
*'  there  1  shall  behold  Him  who  gave  his  life  a  ransom 
« for  me :  there  I  shall  approach  the  Lamb  in  the 
"  midst  of  the  throne,  who  will  feed  me  and  lead  me 
"  to  living  fountains  of  water :  there  I  shall  be  like 
•'  him,  for  I  shall  see  him  as  he  is  '.  there  1  shall  be  for 
*'  ever  with  the  Lord."  Having  considered  the 
state  to  which  we  are  encouraged  to  look  forward,  let 
us  observe^ 

IL  The  desirable  mode  of  admission.  And  here 
we  read  of  an  entrance,  ministered  abun- 
dantly. 

What  is  the  entrance  ?  Unquestionably — ^Death. 
*'  By  one  man  sin  entered  intb  the  worlds  and  death 
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-the  invi^ble  worid  is  admimisterbd  ;  ^  Are  not  twn 
**fiparrows  sold  for  a  ^tfaingf  and  one  of  them  shaH 
'**  not  isSi  to  the  ground  without  yoiir  Father.  .  Fe^ 
'**  not  therefore,  ye  are  of  more  value  than  mauf 
**  sparrows."  "  The"  very  **  hurs  of  yraur  head  are 
^' all  numbered.^  "Precious  in  the  sight  of  the 
**  Lord  b  the  death  of  his  saints }"  and  he  orders  all 
the  circumstances  attending  it.  Not  oo^r  is  the  will 
of  God  concerned  in  the  general  sentence  of  mortal- 
ity pronounced  upon  us,  but  death  always  receives  4^ 
particular  comrois^on  from  him.  Hence,  in  a  similar' 
condition,  one  is  taken  and  another  left.  Ilie  drcum- 
atance  of  time  is  fixed  by  him ;  "  The  number  of 
'*  our  months  is  with  him.*'  The  place  is  deternuned 
tiy  his  purpose.  The  means  and  the  manner  of  our 
removal  are  disposed  hj  his  pleasure.  Whetlier  we 
are  to  <£e  young  or  old ;  whether  we  are  to  be  sdzed. 
at  home  or  abroad^  whether  we  shall  be  carried  t^ 
by  accidents  or  disease ;  whether  we  shall  expire  slow- 
ly or  suddenly,  are  SEcrets  impenetrable  to  us,  but 
all  is  wisely  and  kindly  regulated  by  his  Providence. 

Tlie  death  of  some  is  distinguished  by  indulgence! 
and  honours  not  voc^safed  to  all;  and  this  is  what 
the  apostle  means  by  an  entrance  ministered  imto  ua 
ABUHDANTLY.  For  all  do  not  enter  alike.  StmM 
shipwrecked,  are  washed  by  the  surge  half  dead  oq 
the  shore,  or  reach  it  clinging  terrified  to  a  ^anVf 
others,  with  crowded  sails  ai^d  with  a  preserved  cargo 
of  spices  and  per^mes,  beautlfiilly,  gallantly  enter 
the  desired  haven.  Some  are  scarcely  saved,  and 
some  are  more  than  conquerors.  A  triumph  was  net 
decreed  to  every  Roiaan  general  Hp(v  "^  fetum  t« 
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llie  capital.  Can  w-fe  ima^ne  the  martyrs  issuing  from 
the  flanies  entered  heaven  like  a  Christian,  who  had 
been  often  tempted  to  conceal  his  religion  tcf  escape  a 
sneer  or  a  frown  ?  We  may  observe  a  remarkable  di- 
versity even  in  the  deaths  of  common  believers.  Som^ 
die  only  safe,  white  their  state  is  unknown  to  them* 
selves,  and  suspefted  by  others.  In  some,  hope  and 
fear  aUernatcly  prevail.  '  Some  feel  a  peace  which  pass* 
eth  all  understanding,  while  some  exult  with  a  joy  un- 
speakable and  full  of  glory.  And  in  these  is  fulfilled 
the  linkage  of  the  promise,  '*  With  gladness  and  re- 
**  joicing  shall  they  be  brought :  they  shall  enter  into 
*' the  King's  palace."  They  are  "joyful  in  glory" 
before  they  have  reached  it,  and  *'  shout  aloud  upoa 
*' their"  dying  "beds."    God  deals  with  them  as  he 
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vres  are  excluded,  conversation  is  difficult,  friends  are 
anxious  and  fearful  ^  and  if  you  have  do  joy  spring- 
ing up  in  you  from  a  spiritual  source,  your  condition 
is  deplorable  and  desperate.  Would  you  die  in  dark* 
ness,  or  in  the  light  of  God's  countenance  ?  Would 
you  enter  another  world,  ignorant  whether  you  shall 
step  into  endless  happiness  or  misery  ^  or  depart;  able 
to  say  as  you  look  back  with  a  smile  upon  survivors, 
*'  Whither  I  go  ye  know,  and  the  way  ye  know  ?" 

You  should  long  for  this  also  on  the  behalf  of  oth- 
ers. This  is  tl}e  last  time  you  can  do  any  thing  in 
serving  God  *  and  your  generation  ;  but  by  this  you 
may  be  rendered  peculiarly  useful.  Your  dying  looks 
and  your  dying  words  may  make  impressions  which 
shall  neV&r  be  erased.  Some  who  have  refused  to 
hear  sermons,  haye  been  convinced  by  a  dying  bed. 
The  religion  which  can  produce  such  patience  and  re- 
signation, courage  apd  joy,  has  become  honouraUe 
in  their  esteem.  They  have  admired  and  resolved 
to  follow  a  Master,  who  does  not  cast  off  his  servants 
when  their  strength  faileth,  and  who  blesses  them  with 
strong  consolation  when  others  are  left  without  sup- 
port. ■  The  evidence  is  too  plain  to  be  denied,  too  sol- 
emn to  be  ridiculed.  Such  a  death  has  also  often 
been  profitable  to  those  who  were  already  in  the  way 
to  Zion,  but  waking  with  trembling  steps,  and  often 
fearing  how  it  would  go  with  them  at  laft  ;  when 
they  have  seen  the  grace  of  God,  they  have  been  glad, 
their  ardour  has  been  kindled,  their  courage  has  been 
fenewed  ;  they  have  s^d,  **  Why  may  it  not  be  so  with 
**  me  ?  The  Lord  is  my  helper,  I  will  not  fear." 
^Srhen  Do^r  Rivet  was  labouring  under  the  disease 
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which  ended  in  his  dissolution,  he  said,  "  Let  all  wbe 
*'  come  to  enquire  after  me,  be  allowed  to  see  me.  I 
"  ought  to  be  an  example  of  religion,  dying  as  well  as 
"  living ;  and  Chrift  fhall  be  magnified  in  my  body, 
«  whether  it  bebyJife  or  by  death."  "  Let  nie  die 
"  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  laft  end  be 
*'  like  his."  But  in  order  to  this  it  will  be  necessary 
for  us, 

HI.  To  examine  the  condition  -upon  which  this 
privilege  is  suspended,  and  which  is  obviously  here 
implied ;  "  For  so  an  entrance  shall  be  miniftered 
"  unto  you  abundantly,  into  tlie  everlafting  kingdom 
"  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Chrift."  There  are 
two  things  which  it  will  be  proper  for  us  briefly  to  pre- 
mise.    Firft,  There  are  caiics  in  which  Chriftians  may 
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tins  course  ;  thtg  being  one  of  those  cases  in  which 
men  are  very  nearly  agreed^  It  would  be  well  if 
l3ieir  knowledge  and  their  fMradace  equally  harmonlr 
zed ;  but,  alas  !  what  ignorance  and  infidelity  cannoc 
Boake  us  deny,  sin  and:  the  world  can  mak$  u»  n^jled  I' 
this  course  requires^  that  you  should  habituate  yourr 
selves  to  familiar  thoughts  of  Death*  This  will  dissi* 
pate  the  terrors  which  arise  from  diftance  and  imag»> 
ination ;  this  will  break  the  foi^e  of  surprise ;  this - 
will  turn  a  frightful  precipice  into  a  gedtle  slope.  He' 
who  can  say,  ^'  L  die  dsuly^"  is  die  mofl  likely  to  die 
comfortably.  It  requires,  that  you  fhould  loosea^^ 
jour  afiedions  from  the  world*^  A  gentle  breeze,  a 
dight  effort  will  bring  down  the  tree  around  whidk 
you  have  dug,  and  whose  larger  roots  you  have  cut 
mSL  And  the  less  powerfully  you  are  attached  to  earth- 
ly things,  the  more  easy  will*  be  your  separation  from 
themw  This  is  the  man  to  die^  whose  mind  advances^ 
with  his  time  ;  who  feels  himself  a  ftranger  and  a  pil-^ 
grim  upon  earth ;  whose  treasure  is  in  heaven ;  and 
who  views  dying  as  only  going  home«  It  requires,  that 
you  fhouki  obtsdn  and  preserve  the  evidences  of  par« 
don  ;  without  these  you  cannot  be  fearless  and  tranquil 
in  the  near  views  of  eternity,  since  ^^  after  death  is  the 
••«  judgment."  It  requires  you  to  keep  a  conscience 
void  of  offence  towards  God  and  towards  man.  Is 
he  in  a  condition  to  dk,  who  has  lived  in  the  prac^ 
lice  of  some  known  sin,  and  in  the  omission  of  some 
known  duty  ?  Is  he  in  a  conditioa  to  die,  who  has 
worn  a  mask  of  hypocrisy,  which  will  now  drop  off 
and  expose  him  in  his  true  character  ?  Is  he  in  a  con- 
ditioa to  die,  who  by  artifice,  unfsiir  dealing,  grinding 
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ihe  faces  of  the  poor,  lias  amassed  gain  which  will  dis- 
honour him  if  restored,  and  damn  him  if  retain- 
ed ?  It  requires  us  to  live  in  the  exercise  of  brotherly 
kindness  and  charity.  Of  all  we  do  for  Him,  noth- 
ing pleases  him  more  than  this,  this  we  know  he 
will  acknowledge  in  the  day  of  judgement,  and  why 
not  in  the  day  of  death  ?  *'  Blessed  is  he  fliat  consider. 
*'  eth  the  poor  :  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of 
"  trouble."  "  The  Lord  will  strengthen  him  upon 
•*  the  bed  of  languishing  ■•  thou  wilt  make  all  his  bed 
"in  his  sickness."  Many  are  praying  for  him  >  the 
widows  and  the  fatherless  cry,  and  their  cry  entereth 
•'  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth."  It  requires  an 
attention  to  religion  iu  your  families.  \  pity  that  fa- 
tiler,  who  will  be  surrounded  when  he  dies  with  chil- 
dren, whose  mind:i  he  never  informed,  whose  dispa- 
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**  And  besides  this,  {^ving  ail  diligence,  add  to  youip 
"  f^th,  virtue ;  and  to  virtue,  knowledge ;  and  tQ 
**  knowledge,  temperance ;  and  to  temperance,  pa< 
"  tience ;  and  to  patience,  godliness ;  and  to  godli- 
*^  ness,  brotherly  kindness ;  and  to  brotherly  Idnd- 
**  ness,  charity.  For  if  these  things  b^  in  you,  and 
**  alxnind,  they  make  you  that  ye  shall  ndther  be 
**  barren  nor  un&uitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lor4 
**  Jesus  Christ.  But  he  that  lacketh  these  things  is 
*'  blind,  and  cannot  see  far  off,  and  hath  fbigotten 
5'  that  he  was  purged  from  his  old  sins.  Wherefore 
**  the  rather,  brethren,  give  diligence  to  make  your 
•*  calling  and  eleftion  sure ;  for  if  ye  do  these  things 
**  ye  shall  never  fall :  for  so,  an  entrance  shall  be  min- 
**  istered  unto  you  abundantly.  Into  the  everlasting 
**  Jdngdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 

My  Brethren,  If  there  be  such  differences  among 
Christians  in  dying,  we  may  be  assured  that  there  will 
be  inequalities  in  heaven.  If  there  be  such  diversities 
in  the  order  of  their  admission,  who  can  suppose  they 
will  all  be  upon  a  level  as  soon  as  they  have  entered  ? 
There  are  various  ranks  and  degrees  among  our  fel- 
low-servants and  elder  brethren,  thrones  and  domln* 
*ons,  principalities  and  powers.  The  works  of  God 
on  earth  and  in  the  visible  heavens  are  distinguished 
by  a  plea^ng  variety;  **All  flesh  is  not  the  same 
•*  flesh :  but  there  Is  one  kind  of  flesh  of  men,  anoth- 
**  er  flesh  of  beasts,  another  of  fishes,  and  another  of 
**  birds.  There  are  also  celestial  bodies  and  bodies 
*•  terrestrial :  but  the  glory  of  the  celestial  is  one, 
"  and  the  glory  of  the  terrestrial  is  another.  There  is 
**  one  glory  of  the  sun,  and  another  glory  of  th? 
C  c  c 
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*'  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  stars ;  for  one  star 
"  differeth  from  another  sbu  in  glory.  So  also  is  the 
**  resurrection  of  the  dead."  Let  us  therefore  look  to 
**  ourselves  that  we  receive  a  fiill  reward." 

It  is  impossible  to  dose' without  asking  you  In  the 
presence  of  God,  What  preparation  have  you  made 
for  a  dying  hour  ?  Surely  you  do  riot  expe^  to  live 
here  always ;  you  know  that  you  must  die ;  and  if 
ever  you  think  of  it,  you  cannot  help  wishing  to  die 
in  peace.  But  can  you  hope  to  conclude  in  comfort, 
a  life  passed  in  guilt  ?  **  Be  not  deceived ;  God  is  not 
**  mocked :  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shaB 
**  he  also  reap.  For  he  that  soweth  to  hts  flesh,  shall 
**  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption :  but  he  that  soweth  to 
"  the  Spirit,  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting.'* 
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**  dage  through  fissr  oi  death ;"  who  tan  think  mth 
composure  of  "the  house  appointed  for  all  living;** 
who  can  spend  an  hour  among  the  tombs,  and  say, 
«  Well,  hither  I  have  no  reludance  to  come  when  my 
**  heavenly  Father  sends  the  summons.  I  know  in 
<<  whom  I  have  beUeved ;  and  am  persuaded  that  He 
**  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him 
**  against  that  day."  *'  O  iDeath  1  where  is  thy 
*(  sting  ?  O  Grave !  where  is  thy  vi^ry  ?  The  sting 
**  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  ^  is  the  Uw{ 
"  but  thanks  be  to  God,  who  giveth  us  the  yxQuxf 
**  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,** 
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SERMON    XXI. 


BERVtCE  DOSE  FOR  GOD  KEWARDED* 


EzEK.  xxlx.  17—20. 

^nd  ii  came  t'l  pass  in  the  seven  and  iwenlielh  year,  in  the 
Jirst  month,  in  the  first  day  of  the  month,  the  word  tf 
the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying.  Son  of  man,  Nebuchad- 
rcz'zar  kin^  of  Babylon  caused  his  army  to  serve  a  great 
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K^oah.  From  Abraham  he  would  not  hide  the  thing 
he  was  about  to  do  in  the  destnistion  of  the-dtiies  t^ 
the  plain.  When  by  his  judgments  he  resolved  to 
punish  the  house  of  £li,  he  lodged  the  heavy  tidings 
with  Samuel.  To  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekielj  he 
announced  the  revolutions  and  doom  of  the  surround- 
ing nations. 

Now  this  was  done,  first  for  the  honour  of  these 
distinguished  servants  of  God,  by  Ihewing  the  confi- 
dential friendship  with  which  he  ^voured  them  ;  and 
secondly,  for  the  conviction  and  confirmation  of  oth- 
ers. The  truth  of  these  predictions  would  increasing- 
ly appear  in  their  successive  accotnplishments.  Thie 
inference  was  obvious  and  undeniable.  Who  could 
draw  ba(^  the  veil  which  conceals  iiiturity  ?  Who 
could  pierce  through  the  obscurity  of  ages  and  gener- 
ations, and  foretell  things  to  come  ?  He,  and  He 
alone,  **  who  declareth  the  end  from  the  beginning, 
**  and  from  ancient  times  the  things  that  are  not  yet 
*'  done ;  saying.  My  counsel  shall  stand,  and  I  will  do 
*'  all  my  pleasure." 

The  burden  of  the  prophecy  which  is  to  engage 
your  present  thoughts,  is  the  donation  of  Egypt  to 
the  king  of  Babylon  for  his  trouble  in  taking  Tyre. 

Tyre  was  a  place  famous  for  navigation,  merchan- 
dize, and  riches.  Our  prophet  caUs  it,  "  The  mart  of 
*'  nations,"  and  enumerates  the  various  countries  in 
whose  commerce  it  traded.  But  trade  is  perpetually 
changing  its  residence.  It  passed  from  Tyre  to  Al- 
exandria, from  Alexandria  to  Venice,  from  Venice'to 
Antwerp,  from  Antwerp  to  Amflerdam,  from  Am- 
fterdam  to  Lcmdon.     And  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
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biihnys  am  aihiUHfaiocft  of  cocQinerce  bs  generally,  if 
not  univenally,  proved  the  ruin  of  the  coixntnes  in 
which  it  has  prevsuh^  It  pours  in  wealth;  wealdi 
is  favourable  to  eveiy  vpedeA  of  wickedness;  and 
wickedness,  by  its  natural  tendency,  as  well  as  by  th^ 
curse  of  Grod,  brings  in  calanuty  and  misery.  So  it 
was  with  Tyre.  Luxury,  pride,  insolence,  licentious- 
ness of  manners,  indi£ference  to  the  diftresses  of  otb- 
ers,  presumptuous  confidence  in  their  resources,  al 
these  abounded  among  them  and  fbreboded  the  ev3 
day ;  ^^  Therefore  thiu  said  the  Lord  God :  Behold 
^  I  am  againfi  thee,  O  Tyrus,  and  wiH  cause  many 
nations  to  come  up  againft  thee,  as  the  sea  causeth 
his  waves  to  come  up.  For  behold,  I  will  bring 
upon  Tyrus,  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon,  a 
king  of  Idngs,  from  the  north,  with  horses  and  with 
chariots,  and  with  horsemen,  and  companies,  and 
much  people.  He  (hall  slay  with  the  sword  thy 
daughters  in  the  field  :  and  he  Ihall  make  a  fort 
againft  thee,  and  caft  a  mount  againft  thee,  and  lift 
up  the  budder  againft  thee.  And  he  ihall  set  en- 
••  ^nes  of  war  againft  thy  walls,  and  with  his  axes  he 
**  fliall  break  down  thy  towers.  And  I  will  make 
<<  thee  like  the  top  of  a  rock ;  thou  fhalt  be  a  place  to 
**  spread  nets  upon  ;  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it.** 

This  predi6Uon  was  now  accompliihed.  Tyre  had 
fallen,  but  not  without  immense  labour  and  loss.— 
Thirteen  years  Nebuchadrezzar  besi^d  it  with  a 
large  army.  Toiling  for  so  many  seasons,  night  and 
day,  summer  and  winter,  the  soldiers  endured  incred- 
ible hardihips  j  "  every  head  was  bald  ;  every  ihoul- 
^'  der  was  pealed/'     Jox  the  walls  were  deemed  im^ 
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i^regnoUe,  and  the  place  bfeingopeli  to  ^iiea«oiiUfc 
Asily  receive  firefli  supplies  of  proYisicAi  Ud  ctf  men 
Irom  the  various  colonies  which  they  hkd  in  the  Med* 
iterranean.  But  its  fate  was  detertiiined.  jS^lletigtk 
a  breach  was  made;^  and  further  resiftance  became 
useless^  But  numbers  of  the  Tyrians  escaped  in  their 
"vessels^  after  taking  their  most  valuable  articles  oa 
Jboardy  and  throwing  the  rest  into  the  sea  ^  so  that 
Nebuchadrezzar  when  he  entered,  inftead.  of  a  rich 
booty  to  indemnify  him  for  his  losses,  found  nothing 
Init  empty  houses  and  ruin».  This  was  no  small  mor- 
tification. Ezekial  is  therefore  commissioned  to  in- 
sure him^  the  acquisition  of  a  country,  where  he  would 
^d  less  difficulty  and  more  recompense  ;  a  country 
adiounding,  w  corn,  in  cattle,  and  all  kinds  of  riches- 
^And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  seven  and  twentieth 
.^  year,  in  the  first  month,  in  the  firft  day  of  the 
**  month,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  imto  me,  saying^ 
^  Son  of  man,  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon 
^^  caused  his  army  to  serve  a  great  service  against  Ty- 
^  rus :  every  head  was  made  bald,  and  every  shoul- 
^^der  was  peeled:  yet  had  he  no  wages,  nor  his  ar- 
*^  my,  for  Tyrus,  for  the  service  that  he  had  served 

^  agwist   it :    therefore   thus   saith   the   Lord   God,' 
^*  JBehold,  I  will  give  the  Land  of  Egypt  unto  Nebu- 

'  ^  chadrezzar  king  of  Babylon ;  and  he  shall  take  her 

•*  multitude,  and  take  her  spoil,  and  take  her  prey ; 

**  and  it  shall  be  the  wages  for  his  army.    I  have  giv- 

•*.  en  him  the  Land  of  Egypt  for  his  labour  wherewith 

*^  he  served  against  it,  because  they  wrought  for  me, 

**  saith  the  Lord  God/' 

These  words  furnish  lis  with,  three   reflexions. 


408  Service  done  for  {Szk.  xxi. 

I.  The  disposal  of  Aates  and  Dations  is  the  work  of 
divine  Providence.  U.  Men  may  serve  God  really, 
when  they  do  not  serve  him  by  design.  IIL  We  shal' 
never  be  losers  by  any  thingwe  do  for  God. 

I  Thi£  disposal  of  states  and  nations  w 
THE  WORK  01'  DIVINE  PROVIDENCE.  TMs  Dan- 
iel confessed  when  he  said,  "  Blessed  be  the  name  of 
*'  God  for  ever  and  ever  :  for  wisdom  and  might  are 
•*  his :  and  he  cliangeth  the  times  and  the  seasons  : 
•*  he  removeth  kings,  and  he  scttelh  up  kings :  he 
"giveth  wisdom  to  the  wise,  and  knowledge  to  theoi 
•*  that  know  understanding."  He  rejected  Saul,  and 
gave  the  Kingdom  to  David  an  obscure  thepherd.  He 
took  the  ten  tribes  from  Rehoboam,  and  transferred 
them  to  Jeroboam  originally  an  inferior  officer  in  his 
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s^uthority  of  God?   It  is  unquestionably  his  peroga« 

live ;  he  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own. 

*^  I  have  made  the  earthy  the  man  and  the  beast  that 

*^  are  upon  the  ground,  by  my  great  power  and  by 

*^  my  out-stretched  arm,  and  have  ^ven  it  unto  whom 
*'  it  seemeth  meet  unto  me." 

Do  we  consider  it  in  connedlion  with*  the  divine 
power?  Nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord)  no  dif- 
ficulties lie  in  his  way ;  he  moves,  and  vallies  rise  and 
mountains  become  a  plain }   ^^  all  nations  before,  him 

are  as  nothing,  and  are  counted  to  him  less  thaa. 

nothing  and  vanity."  **  When*  he  giveth  quietness^ 
^^  theli  who  can  make  trouble  ?  and  when  he  hideth 
•*  hb  &ce,  then  who  can  behold  him  ?  whether  it  be 
**  done  against  a  nation  or  against  a  man  oply«" 

Dp  we  survey  the  relation  it  has  to  the  righteous* 

tiess  of  God?  He  is  the  moral  governor  of  the  imi- 

verse,  "  who  renders  to  every  msin  according  to  tKeir 

**  works."     Individuals  can  be  rewarded  or  punished 

itj  stnotber  world  j  but  communities  are  judged  only 

In  this.     Here  he  deals  with  them  in  a  way  pf  retri«» 

bution,  and  in  none  of  his  proceedings  is  he  arbitra^ 

ry ;  there  is  always  a  cause.     "  Righteousness  exalteth 

^f  a  nation,   and  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people." 

•*  O  house  of  Israel,  cannot  I  do  with  you  as  this  pot- 

*^  ter  ?  ssuth  the  Lord.     Behold,  as  the  clay  is  in  the 

•*  potter's  hand,  so  are  ye  in  my  hand,   O  house  of 

**.  Israel.     At  what  instant  I  shdjll  speak  concerning  a 

**' nation,  and  concerning  a  kingdqm,  to  pluck  up,  and 

^  to  pull  down,   and  to  destroy  it ;   if  that  nation 

*  against   whom   I   have    pronounced,    turn    from 

^*  THEIR  *viL,  I  will  repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought 

D  D  d 


<<  to  do  unto  tlieiii.  And  at  what  instant  I  fSasBX  speik 
M  coaccniing  a  nation,  and  toncerning  a  kingdom,  to 
**  build  and  to  plant  k;  tf  it  lx>  evil  in  my  right, 
^  thitt  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then  I  will  repent  of  the 
H  good  wherewith  I  said  I  woidd  benefit  them/' 

Do  we  tMok  of  it  in  appficatkm  to  our  own  times  ? 
We  should  remember  that  it  lias  nothing  in  it  pecu-t 
Ear  or  uneomnonf  that  persons  iia  iGormer  ages  are 
to  be  viewed  as  fimr  ^edmens  of  human  nature  in  gen- 
eral, and  the  dedings  of  divikie  Froiddence  with  tfaen& 
as  hdding  fbrtb  the  michangeable  nature  smd  perfeo 
tions  of  (jdd;  that  *he  is  the  governor  amiMig  the' 
^  nations*'  now,  as  much  as  in  the  days  of  Ezeldel ;. 
and  that  were  a.  hbtory  of  modi&rn  events  to  be  writ- 
ten by  inspiration,  we  should  find  him  ^^  working  all: 
^  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will/'  and  read 
k  recorded,  that  ^*  Out  of  him  came  forth  the  comer,, 
^  out  of  him  the  nail,  out  of  him  the  battle  bow,  ouJt 
^  o£  him  every  oppressor  together/*' 

And  my  brethren,  this  is  precisely  the  view  we 
should  endeavour  to.  take  of  these  changes.  A  Chris^ 
tian  shoi)Jd  be  wiser  than  other  men>  and  where  they 
can  only  find  instruments,  he  should  recognise  a  di- 
vine agency  j  where  they  only  see  a  creature,  he  should 
acknowledge  a  Gxxi,  *^  of  whom,  and  through  whom, 
**  and  to  whom  are  all  things/'  When  we  view  this, 
sovereign  Cause  of  all  events,  the  face  of  the  universe 
is  changed;  the  earth  mstantly  becomes  a  place  of 
equity  and  order :  the  history  of  the  world  is  the  his^ 
tory  of  God,  and  is  worth  reading.  Unless  we  fix; 
upon  this  principle,  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  debasmg 
ourselves  by  joinmg  in  worldly  parties  and  political 
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ngc ;  of  feeling  too  much  confidence  in  one  class  of 
-men,  and  too  much  fear  of  another ;  of  prescribing 
the  course  of  events,  and  suffering  ^disappointment  and 

mortification  when  our  favorite  measures  are  subvert- 

• 

^.    We  have  seen  how  strangely  unanswerable  to 
any    human    expectation    various    occurrences    have 
:proved ;  how  little  comparatively  there  is  in  the  vari- 
ous modifications  of  civil  .policy  deserving  the  anxiety 
'of  a  Christian ;  how  much  Under  all  forms  of  govern* 
tnent  the  passions  of  men  remain  the  same.    A  high- 
er remedy  is  necessary,  and  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
'Gospel  only ;  and  by  their  favourable  bearings  on  the 
'diffusion  of  this  blessing,  it  becomes  us  principally  to 
estimate  till  pubfic  revolutions/    This  is  the  end  God 
lias  ultimately  in  view,  and  he  is  able  to  accomplish  it. 
He  is  '*  wonderful  in  counsel,  and  -ei&cellent  in  work- 
**  ing."    He  is  doing  all  things,  and  he  is  "  doing  aH 
^*  things  well.*'    Let  us  not  make  our  ignorance  the 
standard  of  his  perfeftion.     He  will  deduce  order 
from  confusion,   and  good  from  evil^    "He  stilleth 
'•*  the  raging  of  the  sea,  and  the  tumult  of  the  people." 
*'  The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice,  let  the 
**  multitude  of  the  isles  be  glad  thereof."     Surely, 
O  Lord,  the  wrath  "  of  man  shall  praise  thee,  the  re^ 
^*  mainder  of  wrath  shalt  thoa  restrain."    Which  leads 
^tis  to  observe, 

IL  That   me^t   ma'V   serve   God   really,   wheIk 

THEY    DO     NOT     SERVE     HIM     BY    DESIGN.      Nebuchad- 

Tezmr  and  his  army,  says  God,  **  wrought  for  me.** 
**  O  Assyrian,  the  rod  of  mine  anger,  and  the  staff  in 
^^  their  hand  is  mine  indignation.    I  will  send  him 
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"  against  an  hypocritical  nation,  and  against  the  peo- 
"  pie  of  nny  wrath  will  I  give  him  a  charge  to  take  the 
"  spoil,  and  to  take  the  prey,  and  to  tread  them  down 
"  like  the  mire  of  the  streets.  Howbeit  he  meanetu 
"  not  so,  neither  doth  his  heart  think  soj  but  It  is  in 
"  his  heart  to  destroy  and  cut  otF  nations  not  a  few." 
The  men  obeyed  their  commanders  ;  thejr  command- 
ers obeyed  Nebuchadrezzar ;  Nebuchadrezzar  obey- 
ed his  pride,  ambition,  avarice,  revenge  ;  and  his  pride, 
ambition,  avarice,  and  revenge  obeyed  the  will  of 
Heaven,.  He  knew  nothing  of  God ;  but  God  knew 
Iiim,  and  "  girded  and  guided  him."  He  had 
one  end  in  view,  and  God  another;  but  in  taking  a 
wicked  city,  he  was  fulfilling  the  word  of  truth,  and 
inilicling  the  judgments  of  heaven ;  therefore  says 
God,  "he  wrought  for  me."     And  what  do  we  learo 
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presence.  Some  of  them  are  preparatory ;  and  he 
may  use  in  removing  the  rubbish,  those  who  could 
-not  be  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  fait 
edifice* 

And  thus  Nebuchadrezzar  is  called  the  servant  of 
God,  as  well  as  the  apostle  Paul ;  but  observe  the  dif- 
ference between  them,  and  as  God  will  derive  glory 
from  all  his  creatures,  inquire  which  of  these  charac^ 
lers  you  are  resembling.  The  former  serves  God  on- 
ly from  the  influence  of  an  overfilling  Providence  j 
the  latter  from  the  operation  of  divine  Grace.  "Be- 
**  hold  he  prayeth  ;*'  his  language  is,  "  Lord,  what 
**  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?*'  He  catches  the  spirit  of 
his  Master  ;  enters  cheerfully  into  all  liis  views  ;  doth 
his  will  "  from  the  heart."  And  so  it  is  with  all  his 
siricfere  followers.  Whatever  they  once  were,  they 
are  made  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power ;  their  minds 
are  enlightened,  their  dispositions  are  renewed;  they 
glorify  him  from  conviction  and  principle  ;'  it  is  their 
aim ;  the  delight  of  their  souls,  and  the  business  of 
their  lives.  "  O  Lord,  other  Lords  beside  thee  hav^ 
^*  had  dominion  over  us  ;  henceforth  by  thee  only 
*^  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  nime.  Speak,  Lord, 
**  for  thy  servant  heareth.  I  hold  myself  at  thy  dispo- 
♦'  sal ;  prescribe  the  la^^rs  which  are  to  govern  me  \ 
*•  choose  my  inheritance  for  me." 

Such  is  their  language ;  and  never  will  they  have 
cause  to  repent  of  their  engagements.  They  hav.e 
chosen  that  good  part  which  shall  not  be  taken  from 
them  :  in  life  and  in  death;  in  time  and  in  eternity^ 
they  will  have  reason  to  say,  "  Thou  \\^t  dealt  weU 
^  with  thy  servant,  O  Lord,"    For, 
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THVtDP  Mft.  Gqd.    In  t)ne  way  or  another  he  'wil 

•iurdy  recompense  tkem.      £ven  services  done  lor 

him  by  worldly  men  obtain  a  temporal  reward.    Ikt 

^Egyptian  femal^  though  strangers  to  the  common- 

wealth  of  Israd,  "feared <k)d, and  cfid^ot as  th^ 

"<<  commanded   then^    but    saved  the    men-childrett 

<c  alive  ;  therefore  Gbd  dealt  well  with  them,  and.  Al, 

"  made  them  houses.^*    fehu  was  a  vain  ostent^^oupiy 
wicked  prince,  "  and  departed  not  from. the  sins  of  Je^ 

"  roboam  the  sons  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  td  nn  ;^. 
but  "the  Lord  said  unto  Jehu,  Because  thou  hast. 
*"  done  well  in  executing  that  which  is  right  in'  mine 
"^^  eyes,  and  has  done  unto  the  house  of  Ahab  accord- 
"  ing  to  all  that  was  in  mine  heart,  thy  children  of 
^^  the  fourth  generation  shall  sit  upon  the  throne  df 
"  Israel/'  So  here  ^'  i  have  given  Nebuchadrezzar 
"  the  land  of  Egypt  for  his  labor  wherewith  he  serv« 
«<  ed  against  it ;  because  they  wrought  for  me,  saith 
^'  the  Lord  God.*'  This  is  indeed  a  poor  recom- 
pense. It  may  appear  splendid  and  important .  in  the 
eye  of  the  vain  and  the  sensual,  but  the  righteous  are 
far  from  envying  it.  They  dread  to  be  excluded 
from  future  hope  by  the  sentence  "they  have  their 
*•  reward.?*  They  are  more  jdfraid  of  the  destiny  tha* 
•of  the  malice  of  the  wicked,  and  therefore  pray  **  de- 
liver my  soul  from  the  wicked  w^bich  is  thy  sword  $ 
from  men  of  the  world,  who  have  their  portion  in 
this  life,  and  whose  belly  thou  fillest  with  thy  hil 
treasure :  they  are  full  of  children,  and  leave  tW 
••'  rest  of  their  substance  to  their  babes.  As  for  me,  t 
will  behold  thy  face   in    righteousness  :  1    AsA 
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^  be  satisfied  when  I  awake  with  thy  likeness/'  Egypt 
was  all  the  remuneration  of  Nebuchadrezzar,  and  what 
could  it  do  for  him  ?  What  is  it  to  him  now*? 

Te  servants  of  the  moft  high  God,  who  know  him 
and  love  him,  be  has  provided  some  better  thing  for 
you.    You  may  argue  from  the  less  to  the  greater* 
Do^s  he  reward  heathens,  and  will  he  abandon  Chris- 
tians? Does  he  observe  slaves,  and  disregard  sons  who- 
serve  him  ?  Does  he  honor  inftruments,  and  pass  by 
those  who  ftrive  to  please  and  glorify  him  ?"  **  Fear 
^  not,  little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure^^ 
^  to  GIVE    YOU    THE    KINGDOM.'*      He  who  uoticed 
the  hardships  endured  by  the  poor  soldiers  before  Tyre 
when  every  head  was  bald,  and  every  fhoulder  peel- 
ed, will  not  suffer  you  to  labour  in  vain  ;    he  sees 
your  difficulties^  considers  the  burdens  under  which 
you.  bend ;    he  hears  your  groans,  and  your  sighs^ 
when  without  are  fightings,   and  within  are  fears. 
They  who  speak  often  one  to  another,  and  they  who 
think  only  upon  his  name,  are  recorded  in  the  book> 
of  his  remiembrance.     ^^  God  is  not  unrighteous  to. 
*^  forget  youc  work  of  faith  and  labor  of  love."      He 
applauded  the  widow's  mite.    He  said  of  Mary,  '^  She 
"  hath  done  what  she  ccmld."      "  He  that  receiveth 
a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  \ 
prophet's  reward :  and  he  that  receiveth  a  righteous 
roan  in  the  name  of  s^  righteous  man,  shall  receive 
a  righteous  man's  reward.       And  whosoever  shall 
*^  give  to  drink    unto  one    of   these  little    ones   a 
**  cup  of  cold  water  only  in  the  name  of  a  disd]^, 
^  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no  wise  lose  his 
^  reward/* 
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Christians,  let  All  this  animate  you  to  vigorous  and 
increasing  exertion.  It  is  condescension  and  kindness 
in  God  to  employ  you.  He  needs  you  not  ;  he  does 
it  to  improve  you,  to  honor  you,  to  enable  you  to 
procure  what  you  can  never  deserve ;  to  give  your 
happiness  the  nature  of  a  reward.  Do  you  not  long 
to  be  employed  by  him  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  be  workers 
together  with  God  ?  Is  it  a  vain  thing  to  serve  tKe 
lx>rd  ?  *'  Godliness  is  profitable  imto  all  things,  Ua%'- 
•*  ing  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which 
"  is  to  come."  "  There  is  no  man  that  hath  left 
**  house  or  parents,  or  brethren  or  wife,  or  children, 
*'  for  the  kingdom  of  God's  sake,  who  shall  not  re- 
*'  ceive  manifold  more  in  this  present  time,  and  in  the 
"  world  to  come  life  everlasting."  Be  ye  strong 
*'  therefore  i  and  let  not  youf  hiiniii  be  weak,  for  your 
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^<  Well  done,  good  and  £uthful  servant,  thou  hast 
^^  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
<^  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
**  thy  Lord/^ 

What!  some  are  ready  to  exclaim,  what,  are  you 
preaching  up  the  dodrine  of  merit !  God  forbid. 
Merit !  when  both  our  disposition  and  our  ability  to 

'  Serve  Him  come  from  his  Grace.  Merit !  when  there 
is  no  proportion  between  the  reward  and  the  work. 
Merit !  when  after  we  have  done  all,  we  are  unprofit« 
able  servants,  and  have  done  no  more  than  was  our 
duty  to  do.  Merit !  when  in  many  things  we  all  of- 
fend, and  deserve  condemnation  for  our  defers  rather 
than  recompense  for  our  doings.  Merit!  when  all 
who  ever  served  God  aright  have  exclaimed,  **Not 
<*  untQ  \\Sj  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name 
**  give  we  glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth's 
^*  sake ;  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am  j  I  la- 
^  boured,  yet  not  I,  but  the  gra-ce  of  God  which  wa^ 
^Vwith  me."  But  let  us  not  under  a  senseless  clam- 
our be  afraid  to  do  justice  to  the  language  of  Scrip- 
ture ;  to  bring  forward  motives  which  we  find  stated 

[  by  infinite  wisdom ;  to  display  the  munificence  of 
God,  the  folly  of  those  who  refuse  his  yoke,  the  wis- 
dom of  those  who  serve  him ;  "  Wherefore,  my  tj^e- 

*^'  loved  Brethren,  be  ye  stedfast,  unmoveable,  always 

^'  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch 
<«  as  ye   know   your  labour   is  not  ^n  vain  in  tha 

''<*Lord." 

■  * 

finally.  Let  us  think  of  the  Saviour.    Did  God 

remunerate  a  despicable  tyrant  for  his  labour  and 

imrdsbips,  though  they  were  not  personal,  and  for  ful« 

E  K  e 
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pw,  ^<                 (jkntfA  ii  was  not  intentional! 

t— _—  AJ^^lr  whom  he  upholds,  his  Elect  in 

InG  *3/ * '1j  ^<-J%r^i"'>-        This   was   expressly 

■'^•t^Vj^/n/  heart."     He  trod  "the  wine- 

r"^  ^f**"  ^0^  iJie  people  there  was  none  with 

t«  ,1****  a,^^™  poor,  not  having  where  to  Uy 

s^ ,.  (A-^'iseJ  and  rejected  of  men-,    exceeding 

^        fff  *JJ'  Wh2t  a  life  of  suffering !    What  a  death 

'        i^^i   What  docs  God  think  of  all  this?  "He 

/  y  p^edient  unto  death,    even  the  death  of  the 

/  '^-   WHERKVORE    God   also  hath   highly  exalted 

'jn,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every 

^fljaic ;  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should 

>(io\v',    of  things  in   heaven,    aud    things  in   earth, 

*and  things  under  the  earth;  and  that  every  <ongU(B 

^should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glo- 

^  ry  of  God  the  Father."     "lie  shall  see  his  seed, 

•  he  sliall  prolong  his  days,    and  the  pleasure  of  the 

'  Lord  shall  prosper  in    his  hands.     He  shall  see  of 

'  the    travail    of   his    soul,    and    shall    be    satisfied. 

'"  TH£REhOR£  wlIl  I  divide  Ii,im  a  portion  with   the 

"  great,  and  he  shall  divide  the  spoil  with  the  strong; 

**  BECAUSE  he  b%th  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death,: 

**  and  he  was  numbered  with  the  transgr^sors ;  and 

**  he  bare  the  sins  of  many,  and  made  intercession  for 

**  the  transgressors.    Ask  of  me,  and  I.  shall  give  thee 

**  the  heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttei;- 

**  most  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  possession.    Hii 

"  name  shall  endure  for  ever ;  his  name  shall  be  con- 

**  ttnued  as  long  as  the  sun  :  and  men  shall  be  blessed 

**in  him;  aS  nations  shall  call  him  Uessed.     Blessed 
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^  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  who  only  doeth  wonder- 
^fiil  things.  And  blessed  be  his  glorious  name  for 
**  ever ;  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  gloiy. 
^*  Amen  and  Amen.*' 
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SERMON    XXII. 


The  disappointments  op  life. 


Job.  xxuc  18. 

TaKJt  ISJiDf  I  SHALL  DIB  IN  MT  SEST, 

jF  we  examine  the  world  in  which  we  live,  We 
Khali  every  where  discover  variety,  changeableness, 
and  succession.  Here  plains  rise  into  mountains,  and 
there  hills  sink  into  vallies.  We  see  well-watered 
meadows,  and  dry  and  barren  sands.  We  rejoice  in 
the  light,  but  we  are  soon  enveloped  in  darkness.  We 
hail  the  loveliness  of  spring,  and  welcome  the  ap- 
proach of  summer  ;  but  the  agreeaUe  months  soon 
roll  away,  and  the  north  pours  down  the  desolations 
of  winter.  Equally  chequered  and  variable  is  human 
life.  Our  bodies,  our  relations,  our  conditions  and 
cirdimstances  are  perpetually  changing.  But  this 
diversity  constitutes  the  beauty  and  the  glory  of  Prov- 
idence. It  displays  the  divine  perfections,  by  render- 
ing the  interposition  necessary  and  obvious.  It  fur- 
nishes means,  by  which  the  dispositions  of  men  are 
tried,  and  their  characters  formed.  It  lays  holif^ 
their  hope  and  fear,  joy  and  sorrow;  and  ei 
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b^  the  Lord  Grod  of  Israel,  who  only  doeth  wonder* 
fill  things.     And  blessed  be  his  glorious  name  for 

^^  ever ;  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory. 

^*  Amen  and  Amen/' 
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"•*  eye  saw  me,  it  gave  witness,  to  me  ;  because  I  delhr^ 
^^  ered  the  poor  that  cried  \  and  the  fatherless,  and 
<<  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.     The  blessing  i£ 
^*  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me  c  anti 
I  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  ung  for  joy*.     I  put  oa 
righteousness,  and  it  clothed  me ':  my  judgement  was 
^^  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem.     I  was  eyes  to  the  blind^ 
*<  and  fieet  was  I  to  the  lame.    \  was  a  father  to  the 
*^  poor .:  and  the  cause  which  I  knew  not  I  searched 
*^  out.      And  I  brake  the  jaws  of  the  widced,    and 
*^  plucked  the  spoil  out  of  his  teeth.    Then  I  said,  I 
*'  shall  die  in  my  nest.      Th£n,  when  I  had  such 
*'  wealth,    power,    authority,    honor ;    Then,  when 
all  was  green  and  flowery,  when  my  sky  was  dear 
and  no  doud  appeared  ;  Then,  conduc&ig  on  the 
permanency  of  my  condition,  imagining  I  was  in  no 
^^  danger  of  vidsdtude,  and  supposing  I  should  live 
*'  happy  and  end  my  days  in  peace  ;  Then  I  said  I 
**  shall  die  in  my  nest.'' 

What  does  this  passage  of  scripture  imply  and  ex- 
press ?  What  views  and  feelings  of  mind  does  it  char* 
acterize  ? 

L  In  these  words  we  see  something  good  j  even 
in  his  greatest  prosperity.  Job  thought  of  dying  ; 
whatever  changes  he  hoped  to  escape  in  life,  he  expec- 
ted an  hour  of  dissolution,  and  knew  if  his  possessions 
were  continued  he  should  be  called  to  leave  them. 

Death  is  always   an  irksome  consideration   to  the 
man  of  the  world  who  has  his  portion  in  this  life,  and 
possesses  no  hope  of  a  better.     He  therefore  strives  to  • 
banish  it  from  his  thoughts.   *He  puts  far  off  the  evil 
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day,  and  lives  as  i£  ke  flattered  himself  with  an  immoF- 
tality  upon  earth.  But  the'  believer  keeps  up  a  famil-' 
iar  acquaintance  with  it^  He  does  not  think  of  death 
only  when  trouble  enjibUters  life  and  forcing  him  to  say, 
^^  I  loathe  it,  I  would  not  live  always/'  He  reflects 
upon  it  when  the  world  smil^s^  as  well  as  when  ift 
frowns.  .Whatever  be  his  present  circumstances,  he 
feels  and  confesses  himself  to  be  a  stranger  and  a.  pil- 
grim on  the  earth  :  Ihs  hope  is  sSways  infinitely  supe- 
rior to  his  enjoyments  \  beyond  the  grave  he  has  a 
house  not  made  with  hands,  a  dty  which  hath 
foundations>  a  better,  a  heavenly  country,  more  nu- 
merous, more  endeared  connections.  There  lies  his 
inheritance  \  there  dwells  lus  Father ;  there  is  his 
eternal  home.  Hence  we  have  seen  even  persons  pos« 
sessed  of  riches,  honour,  friends,  health,  and  surround* 
^d  with  every  thing  desirable,  "  willing  to  depart  to  be 
**  with  Christ  which  is  far  better." 

It  must  Iiowever  be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  far  more 
difficult  to  maintain  thi^  state  of  mind  in  pleasing  and 
prosperous  circumstances,  than  in  trying  and  distress- 
ing scenes.  It  was  a  wise  reflection  of  Charles  the 
Fifth  to  the  Duke  of  Venice,  when  he  shewed  him 
the  Treasury  of  St.  Mark,  and  the  glory  of  his  prince- 
ly Palace,  instead  of  admiring  them,  he  said,  "  These 
*'  are  the  things  that  make  men  so  loathe  to  die.** 
When  every  thing  is  agreeable  in  our  condition,  we 
are  in  danger  of  feeling  a  disposition  to  settle,  and  of 
saying,  *'  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  hfere  ;'*  not,  "  Arise, 
"  let  us  go  hence.*'  We  think  qf  adorning,  not 
leavilig  ;  of  pulling  down  our  barns  and  building 
greater,  not;  of  contracting  all  into  the  najrrow  limits 
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.«loud  to  cool  oiir  txninliBi  aidoim }  it  wonld  chMk 
^  pride  of  life,  whidi  w  oftn  camcf  us  away;  it 
•ivould  sanctify  our  posaewMSy  and  keep  our  prospenf 
ty  from  destroying  118  }  itwodd  teidiistouse  sobeify 
and  profitably  those  talents  of  wliidi  so^hortly  ^ 
must  give  up  our  account  ;  k  would  excke  us  to  se« 
cure  those  things  in  their  uses  and  eftcts  which  we  cati- 
not  retain  in  their  subMance,  andurgeus  to  be  ^rieh 
^  in  good  worksi  ready  to  cSstrSmte,  wifiing  to  com- 
^  municate ;  laying  iq»  in  store  for  oursdves  a  good 
^^  foundation  against  the  time  to  come  ;*'  and  to  make 
ourselves  ^  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness^ 
^  that  when  we  fail  they  may  receive  us  into  eveilast* 
ing  habitations.^* 

Accustom  yourselves  therefore  to  reflection  so  use* 
fol,  and  learn  to  *^  die  daily.*'  Say,  while  walking 
over  your  fields.  The  hour  is  coming  when  I  shall  be^ 
hold  you  no  more  ;  when  you  go  over  your  mansion, 
^^  If  I  wait  the  grave  is  my  house  ;"  as  you  estimate 
your  property,  "  I  cannot  tell  who  shall  gather  it,'* 
iThis  apparel  which  I  now  lay  aside  and  resume,  I  shall 
soon  lay  aside  forever  ;  and  this  bed,  in  which  I  now 
enjoy  the  sleep  of  nature,  will  by  and  by  feel  me  chiD* 
ing  it  with  the  damps  of  death.  ^^  Lord,  make  me 
^^  to  know  mine  end  and  the  measure  of  my  days^ 
^  what  it  b,  that  I  may  know  how  frail  I  sun  !**  And 
surely  it  requires  contrivance  and  <Hfficulty  to  keep 
off  reflection  so  reasonable  and  salutary.  Every  thing 
is  forcing  the  consideration  upon  you  ;  every  thing  i$ 
saying,  ^  The  tinie  is  diort ;  it  remains  that  they  that 
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*^  have  wives  be  as  though  they  had  none ;  and  they 
^'  that  weep  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  they  that 
<^  rejoice  as  though  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that 
^*  buy  as  though  they  possessed  not ;  and  they  that 
^^  use  this  world  as  not  abusing  it :  for  the  fashion  of 
^  this  world  passeth  away/^  I  am  the  ftiore  diligent^ 
Says  the  apostle  Peter,  **  knowing  ihit  I  must  shortly 
**  put  off  thi^  my  tal).emacle,  even  as  our  Lord  Jesus 
*^  Christ  hath  shewed  me.*'  And  haa  he  not  shewed 
you  the  same,  if  not  by  iniimediate  revelation,  yet  by 
the  language  of  Scripture,  by  the  brevity  of  life,  by 
the  loss  of  conhe^ons,  by  pergonal  decays  ?  "  Stand 
^^  with  your  loins  girded,  and  your  Iamp$  burning." 
*^  Man,  that  is  born  of  th,  woman,  is  6f  fey  days  and 
^  full  of  trouble.  He  Cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and 
^^  is  cut  down :  he  fleeth  also  as  a:  shadow,  aAd  con- 
^  tinueth  not."  "  The  fathers,  where  are  they  ?  and 
**  the  prophets,  do  they  live  for  ever  ?'*  tVe  enter  the 
city,  and  see  man  going  to  his  long  home,  a!tid  the 
mourners  going  about  the  streets.  We  enter  the  sanc- 
tuary, and  miss  those  with  whom  we  once  t6ok  slweet 
counsel,  and  went  to  the  house  of  God  in  company  j 
their  placeis  know  them  no  rtiore  for  ever.  We  enter 
our  own  dwellings,  and  painful  recollection  is  awak- 
ened by  the  seats  they  once  filled,  by  the  books  they 
arice  read  and  have  left  folded  down  with  their  own 
hands  j  we  walk  from  room  to  room,  and  sigh,  "  Lov- 
^<  er  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine 
*' acqxuintance  into  darkness."  We  examine  our- 
selves, and  find  that  our  strength  is  not  the  strength  of 
stones-,  nor  are  our  bones  brass;  we  are  crushed  be- 
fore the  moth ;  at  our  best  estate  we  are  altogether" 
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vanity.  And  is  it  for  such  beings  to  live  as  if  they: 
were  never  to  die  I  O  LoikI,  ^^  so  teach  us  to  number 
«« our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wis- 
«  dom/' 

IL  Ih  these  words  we  see  something  desirable*' 
Who  does  Hot  wish  to  have  his  possessions  and  enjoy* 
Hients  continued?  to-  escape  painful  revolutions  in: 
his  circumstances  ?  "  to  die  in  his  nest  ?"  We  talk  o£ 
the  benefit  of  affidion,  but  affliction  simply  consider-^ 
ed  is  not  eligible.  We  decry  the  passions,  but  we  are 
required  to  regulate  the  passions  rather  than  expel 
them.  We  appeal  to  Scripture,  but  the  Scripture. 
knows  nothing  of  a  religion  founded  upon  the  ruins  of 
humanity,  and  unsuitable  to  the  life  that  now  is.  He. 
who  made  us  knows  our  frame,  and  does  not  expert 
us  to  be  indifferent  to  pain  or  ease,  to  sickness  or  health,, 
to  indigence  or  competency,  to  exile  or  a  place  where 
to  lay  our  heads.  These  temporal  things  are  good 
in  themselves >  they  are  needful;  we  have  bodies  asi 
well  as  souls ;.  we  have  conne<flions  to  provide  for  as 
well  as  our  own  persons.  They  are  sometimes  prom-, 
ised  in.  Scripture.  We  find  pious  men  praying  for 
them }  and  their  prayers  are  recorded  with  honour.. 
Our  error  in  desiring  them  consists  in  two  things. 

First,  In  desiring  them  unconditionally.  In 
praying  for  temporal  blessings,  we  are  always  to  keep, 
a  reserve  upon  our  wishes,  including  submbsion  to  the 
will  of  God,  and  a  reference  to  our  real  welfare.  For 
we  often  know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  ought,  and 
may  be  more  injured  by  the  gratification  than  by  the 
refusal  of  our  desires.     We  know  ourselves  very  imi» 
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.perfectly,  and  hence  we  cannot  determine  what  influ- 
:ence  untried  circumstances  would  have  upon  our 
minds.  Placed  in  the  3ame  situations  with  others, 
we  may  act  -the  verf  part  we  now  condemn.  Tbff 
•changes  which  may  take  place  in  our  character  oiay 
surprise  others  and  shock  ours^ves.  '*  Who  kna\)C^- 
eth  what  is  good  for  man  in  this  life,  all  ^  days  of 
his  vsdn  life  which  he  spendeth  as  a  shadow  ?**  Why 
^rod,  and  God  only.  Refer  therefore  the  dedsion 
to  Him  ;  it  is  your  interest  as  well  as  your  duty  to 
^eave'him  to  choose  all  for  you. 

^  His  choice  is  safer  than  your  owiii 

''Of  ages  past  enquire — 
"—What  the  most  formidable  fate  ? 

"  To  have  jrour  own  desire." 

Hence  the  prayer  whidi  Soorates  taught  his  pujA 
Aldbiades  is  not  unworthy  the  use  of  a  Christian  >; 
*^  That  he  should  beseech  the  Supreme  Being  to  ^ve 
^^  him  what  was  good  for  him  though  he  shoidd  not 
^^  ask  it,  and  to  withhold  from  him  whatever  was  in« 
^^  jurious,  if  h^  his  folly  he  ^ould  be  led  to  pray 
«  for  it." 

Secondly,     When    we    desire    them    supr£M£lt» 

For  whatever  be  their  utility,  they  are  not  to  be  com- 
pared with  spiritual  blessings  4n  heavenly  places  ia 
Christ.  Things  are  to  be  valued  smd  pursued  accord- 
ing to  their  importancn.  Many  ifhings  are  serviceable  4 
^*  but  one  thing  is  needful/'  XUvil  freedom  is  valua- 
ble} but  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  Godig 
much  more  precious.  It  is  well  for  the  body  to  be 
in  health  }  but  it  is  much  better  for  the  soul  to  pros* 
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per.  Silver  and  gold  are  useful ;  but  there  are  du- 
rable riches  with  nglUeousiiess.  It  is  pleasing  to  die 
in  our  nest ;  but  it  is  much  more  desirable  to  die  even 
in  a  prison  or  upon  a  dung-hill,  if  we  can  say  with 
Simeon,  "Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart 
,"  in  peace  according  to  thy  word,  for  mine  eyes  hare 
"  seen  thy  salvation." 

in.  In  tliese  words  we  find  something  very  com- 
mon. It  is  affluence  and  ease  cherishing  confidence 
and  presumption.  It  is  a  supposition  that  we  sha4 
Iiavc  no  changes  because  we  feel  none.  The  conse- 
quence is  naiUFiil,  and  it  is  easily  explained.  Present 
things  most  powerfully  impress  t!ie  mind.  Take  a 
man  in  trouble,  and  with  what  difficulty  will  you  per- 
suade him  to  expeifl:  better  days.     The  gloom  of  his 
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and  powerful  alliances,  and  encouraged  by  the  succeM 
of  their  former  plans  and  exertions,  the  conclusiolt 
follows  ;  ^'  To-morrow  shall  be  as  this  day,  and  much 
f^  more  abundant*''  ^^  Their  inward  thought  is,  that 
^^  their  houses  shall  continue  forever,  and  their  dwells 
*'  ing-places  to  all  generations :  they  call  their  land 
f'  after  their  own  name/'  *^  fie  saith  in  his  heart; 
^^  I  shall  never  be  moved  :  for  I  shall  never  be  in  ad- 
^*  versity."  Hear  the  man  whose  ground  brought 
f*  forth  plentifully  }  "Soul  thou  hast  much  goods  laid 
"  up  for  many  years,  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink  and 
"  be  merry."  When  did  not  prosperity  promote  car- 
dial security  and  presumptuous  confidence  ?  Of  Moab 
'God  complains,  "  Thou  hast  trusted  in  thy  works 
**  and  in  thy  treasures/'  "  Jeshurun  waxed  fat,  and 
^  kicked.  Then  he  forsook  God  which  made  him, 
^*  and  lightly  estimated  the  rock  of  his  salvation/* 

For  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  people  of  the  worl4 
only  ;  even  the  godly  are  in  danger  of  the  same  evil. 
David  is  an  example.  Though  he  h^d  passed  through 
very  trying  scenes,  the  ease  which  succeeded  seenis 
to  have  abolished  the  memory  of  theni,  and  by  con- 
tinned  indij^^nce  his  hopes  became  earthly  and  rash  ; 
**  In  my  prosperity  I  said,  I  shall  never  be  moved/* 
Good  Hetekiah  furnishes  another  instance.  He  had 
\fetn  recovered  from  sickness,  delivered  fr6m  invasion, 
and  enriched  by  presents  '^  "  But  Hezekiah  rendered 
^*  not  again  according  to  the  benefit  done  unto  him ; 
**  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up  ;"  his  greatness  elated 
liim.  He  gloried  in  his  abundance,  and  vainly  ex« 
posed  the  treasures  of  his  palace ;  to  the  ambassadors 
pf  Babylon  he  shewed  his  nest,  and  they  told  Nebw^^- 
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.chadnezzir  their  master,  who  retiimed  and  took  k« 
Jt  b  the  very  image  under  which  tla9  plunderer 
jpeaks  of  his  pillage  ;  ^  By  the  strength  of  my  han4 
^  I  have  done  it,  and  by  my  wisdom  ;  ibr  I  am  pm- 
^  dent :  and  I  have  removed  the  bouads  of  the  peo* 
.^  pie,  and  have  robbed  their  treaswes  ;  and  my  han4 
^^  hath  found  as  a  nest  the  riches  of  the  people  :  anl 
f^  as  one  gathered  eggs  fhat  are  left,  have  1  gathered 
^  all  the  earth  ;  and  there 'was  none  that  moved  the 

^  Dnng,  or  opened  thetmouth,  or  peeped.**  And  this 
brings  us. 

IV.  To  observe  in  these  words'  something  very 
JALS£  and  VAIN  ;  **  Then  I  said,  I  shall  d&e  in  my 
•*  nest !''  Ah,  Job  !  "  Boast  not  thyself  of  to  morrow, 
"  for  thou  knowest  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth/' 
^^  While  you  speak,  the  storm  is  rising  which  wiB 
*^  shake  down  your  nest,  and  lodge  its  contents  upon 
*'  the  dunghill."  In  a  few  hours  you  will  be  deprived 
of  all ;  one  niessenger  shall  announce  the  loss  of  your 
cattle  ;  another  the  destruction  of  your  servants ;  a 
third  the  death  of  your  children.  You  will  feel  your 
health  converted  into  loathsomeness  and  disease  ;  and 
you  will  sit  amongst  the  ashes,  and  take  a  potsherd  to 
scrape  yourself  withal  And  whHe  your  head  is  bare 
to  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,  your  friends  will 
come  around  you,  and  read  you  lectures  upon  hypoc- 
risy, and  insinuate  that  the  sins  in  which^ou  have  pri* 
vately  indulged  have  at  last  found  you  out.  Misera^ 
ble  comforters  !  And  you,  alas  !  how  changed  your 
voice  !  You  will  say  in  the  bitterness  of  your  soul. 
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^^  I  was  not  in  safety,  neither  had  I  rest,  neither  was  % 
^  quiet)  yet  trouble  came/^ 

So  ignorant  are  We  of  futurity  ;>  so  erroneous'  are 
we  in  our  calculations  ;  so  liable  are  we  to  mortifying^ 
vicissitudes  T  ^^  The  inhabitants  of  Maroth  waited  care- 
^  fully  for  goody  but  evil  came  down  from*  the  Lonf 
**  unto  the  gate  of  Jerusalem/'  **  Behold,'^  says  Hez** 
ekiah^  ^^  for  peace  I  had  gpreat  bitterness."  ^  We* 
^*  looked  for  peace/'  says  the  Church,  *^  but  no  good^ 
^  came  ;  and  for  a  time  of  healthy  and  behold  trou'* 
"*ble/'  Indeed  whatever  engages  our  affection  may* 
become  a  source  of  sorrow  ;  whatever  excites  our  hope 
may  prove  the  means  of  disappointment.  Such  is^ 
the  hard  condition  upon  which  we  take  all;  our  earthly 
comforts* 

Are  we  secure-  from  disappointment  with  regard  to' 
Life  ?/  This  is  the  tenure  by  which  we  hold  all  our* 
possessions,  and  nothing  can  be  more  imcertain*  ^^  For 
^  man  also  knoweth  not  his  time ;  as  the  fishes  that 
^  are  taken  in  an  evil  net,  and  the  birds  that  are 
^  caught  in  the  snare ;  so  are  the  sons  of  men  snared 
^  in  an  evil  time,  when  it  falleth  suddenly  upon 
*'  theuL*^  **  Go  to  now,  ye  that  say.  To-day  or  to- 
^  morrow  we  will  go  into  such  a  city,  and  continue 
**  there  a  year,  and  buy  and  sell,  and  get  gain  where- 
**  as  ye  know  not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow. 
•*  For  "what  is  your  life  ?  ft  is  even  a  vapour,  that 
^^  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanisheth 
"  away.'* 

Are  we  secure  from  disappointment  in  our 
Health  ?  This  blessing  is  necessary  to  our  relishing 
every  other  enjoyment^  but  how  precarious  is  thc^ 
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contiQuance  of  it !  Upon  how  many  delicate  and  com-' 
bined  causes  does  it  depend  !  How  easily  may  some  of 
tLem  be  deranged  !  Are  we  ever  safe  from  those  acd- 
dents  which  may  strike,  or  those  diseases  which  may 
invade  us  ?  How  many  have  been  compelled  by  pain 
and  indisposition  to  drop  an  enterprise  wliich  they  had 
undertaken,  a  journey  which  they  had  begun  ! 

Are  we  secure  from  disappointment  with  regard  to 
Children?  I'he  forebodings  of  the  parental  mind 
are  fond  and  flittering;  but,  Oh!  how  unanswerable 
to  eager  expeftation  have  events  often  proved  !  "  This 
"  same  shall  comfort  us"  has  been  said  of  many  a 
child  who  has  been  dismembered  or  sickly  in  body,  be-' 
clouded  in  understanding,  vitious  and  disorderly  in 
life,  embarrassed  and  miserable  in  circumstances.  The 
father  had  looked  forward,  and  promised  himself  an 
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placed  in  their  bosoixiy  as  soon  as  it  has  exhaled  its  per-» 
fume,  they  throw  withered  into  the  dirt.  Of  wha$ 
use  is  the  scaffolding  whed  the  building  is  finished^ 
it  is  laid  by  out  of  sight;  /'My  brethren/'  says  the 
renowned  sufferer,  '^  have  d^t  deceitfully  as  a  brook, 
^'  and  as  th«  stream  of  Inrooks  tl^y  pass  away ;  what 
^^  time  they  wax  vhurnv  th^y .  vanish  ;  when  it  is  hot 
•*  they  are  consumed  out  of  their  place/' 

Are  we  seizure  froln  dkappomtm^nti  with  regard  to 
Property?  Where  can  you  safely  lay  up  treasure 
upon  earth?  Water  inundates^  flames  devour,  moth 
and  rust  corrupt,  thieves  break  through  and  steal; 
Riches  make  to  themselves  wings  and  flee*  away.  Ap- 
pearances may  be  favourable,  plans  may  be  well  laid,* 
every  assistance  necessary  to  success. may  be  procured; 
but  ^^the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to* 
•*  the  strong,  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wise,  nor  yet 
<*  riches  to  men  of  understanding,  nor  yet  favour  to 
^^  men  of  skill ;  but  time  and  chance  happeneth  to? 
**  them  all."  "  Money  is  a  defence,"  and  hence  it  is 
90  anxiously  desired,  so  universally  pursued;  but  how 
many  have  fallen  from  the  highest  affluence  into  the 
depths  of  indigence,  and  have  had  theic  necessitie^s  em*? 
bittered  by  the  recoUedion  of  the  plenty  which  once 
made  their  cup  to  run  over,    "  Wo  to  him  that  cov- 

eteth  an  evil  covetousness  to  his  house,  ths^t  he  ma^ 

set  his  nest  on  high,  that  he  may  be  delivered  from 
the  power  of  evil  !**  "  Though  thou  exalt  thyself  as 
^^  the  eagle,  and  though  thou  set  thy  nest  amongst  the 
^  stars,  thence  will  I  bring  thee  down,  saith  the  Lord." 

Let  us  conclude  by  observing,  that  it  would  be  an 

»buse  of  this  part  of  our  subjeA,  were  you  to  suppose 

Gog 
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that  we  recommend  you  to  cherish  everlasting  appre- 
liension  and  gloom.  Much  of  our  happiness  lies  in 
freedom  from  suspicion  and  anxiety.  To  live  with  a 
troubled  and  desponding  mind  is  as  bad  as  any  thing 
we  can  a«flually  suffer.  Imaginary  grief  is  frequently 
worse  than  real.  It  is  displeasing  to  God  when  we 
sour  the  mercies  he  gives  ■us  to  enjoy  by  distrust.  We 
may  avoid  solicitude,  and  not  be  guilty  of  the  worldly 
confidence  which  we  h^ve  condemned.  But  it  does  re- 
quire you, 

First,  To  be  moderate  in  your  attachments,  and  so- 
ber in  your  expectations.  The  way  to  escape  disap- 
pointment,  is  to  keep  your  hopes  humble,  and  to  cuU 
tivatc  such  a  disposition  as  David  expressed  when  he 
said,  "Lord,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes 
'  lofty  :  neither  do  I  exercise  mysdf  in  great  matters. 
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soon  convince  yoa  that  you  are  in  a  wilderoess.    I'his 

I 

caution,  my  young  Friends,  peculiarly  belongs  to 
you.  Your  age  is  sapguine.  You  are  most  liable 
to  be  deceived  by  appearances,  because  you  have  not 
found  how  seldom  tkey  accord  with  reality..  Do  not 
form  too  flattering  a  pidure  of  human  life.  Believe 
the  testimony  of  Scripture.  Go  sometimes  to  the  house 
of  mourning,  rather  than  to  the  house  of  mirth.  Listen 
to  those  who  have  gone  before  you.  You  only  see  a 
little  narrow  arm  of  the  sea  sheltered  by  the  neighbour- 
ing hills }  but  some  have  sailed  beyond  the  reach  of 
your  eye,  and  have  seen  storpis  and  wrecks. 

Secondly,  It  calls  upon  you  to  seek  a  better  ground 
of  confidence,  and  %o  make  the  Lord  your  trust.  Crea« 
tures  are  broken  reeds,  but  he  is  the  Rock  of  Ages. 
They  are  broken  cisterns^  but  he  is  the  Fountain  of 
Living  Waters.  "  Put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor 
^^  in  the  son  of  nuin  in  whom  there  is  no  help.  His 
^^  breath  goeth  forth,  he  returneth  to  his  earth ;  ia 
^'  that  very  day  his  thoughts  perish."  "Happy  i$  he 
^^  that  b^th  the  God  of  i^cob  for  his  help,  whose  iiope 
"  is  in  the  Lord  his  God/'  Yes,  there  is  something 
firm  and  certain.  God  will  not  deceive  us,  cannot 
disappoint  us.  His  power  is  almig[hty,  his  mercy  env 
dureth  for  ever,  his  word  is  faithfulness  atid  truth* 
"  Therefore  will  I  look  unto  the  Lord,  I  will  wait  for 
**  the  God  of  my  salvation/'  Having  committed  all 
my  concerns  into  his  hands,  and  knowing  that  he  car- 
«th  for  me,  I  am  careful  for  nothing.  Persuaded  that 
He  who  has  the  cUrefkion  of  every  event  will  make 
all  things  to  work  togeth^  for  my  good,  I  feel  a  peace 
^hich  passeth  all  understanding,  and  r^oice  in  the 


vrouDled,  and  the  mo 
"  thereof."  "  There  is 
*'  shall  make  glzd  the  ( 
**  the  ^banacles  of  the 

ThinUy,  It  calls  upon 
for  afl  the  changing  seen 
pend  upon  ~  constitution 
equal  to  any  climate  rath 
Is  better  to  depend  upon 
icacies  are  not  always  to 
comes  of  you  when  the) 
live  upon  common  food  ? 
the  balance  of  the  soul  in 
secure  you  in  prosperity, 
of  adversity.  This  san^ 
of  state,  and  soothed  hin 
This  enabled  Paul  to  say. 
"  abased,  and  I  know  ho 
*'  and  in  all  things  I  am  ir 
**to  be  hungry,  both  to 
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feeling  ourselve$  in  circumstances  of  trial  and  imper- 
fection* ^^  We  are  trouUed  on  every  side,''  if  ^S  not 
^^  distressed ;  we  are  perplexed,''  if  ^^  not  in  de^nur  \ 
**  persecuted/'  if  **  not  forsaken  j  cast  down,"  if  "  no^ 
^*  destroyed/'  To  die  is  gain.  Death  ends  our  Ux\ 
and  our  strife,  and  brings  us  to  the  rest  that  ^^  remain^ 
^  for  the  people  of  God."  Then  shadows  will  be  ex- 
changed for  substance.  Then  we  shall  embrace  our 
enjoyments  without  fear  of  losing  then^  Then  &re 
well  tire  and  disappointment.  Our  ^  sun  shall  no 
**  more  go  down,  nor"  our  "  moon  withdraw  her 
^^  shining ;  for  God"  is  our  ^^  everlasting  light,  and 
^  the  days  of"  our  **  mourning"  are  **  ended.^ 
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vVb  VJjr  CAS  SERVE  two  MAStMRS  .*  FOR  EITHER  HE  WILL  HATE  THE 
ONEf  AVh  LOVE  THE  OtHER  /  OR  ELSE  HE  WILL  HOLD  TO  THE  ONE, 
AND  DESPISE  THE  OTHER.       Te  CANNOT  SERVE   GoD  4ND  MAMMON. 

THERE  *«  something  in  the  Scripture 
suited  to  every  tafie  except  a  sinful  one.  The  Bible 
indeed  is  so  pure,  so  holy  in  its  Author,  its  principles, 
and  its  design,  that  it  is  the  easiefl  thing  in  the  world 
to  account  for  infidelity  and  error  ;  they  are  the  nat- 
ural opposition  of  men  of  corrupt  minds.  But  with 
regard  to  others,  every  peculiar  turn  of  mind  may  be 
indulged,  and  the  same  end  may  be  secured  by  various 
means.  Some  are  fond  of  hiftory ;  and  here  we 
have  narrations  placing  before  us  ftriking  charaders 
and  occurrences.  Some  love  a  series  of  proof  and  a 
process  of  argumentation  ;  and  here  we  have  frequent 
specimens  of  close  reasoning.  Some  take  pleasure  in 
imagery  and  comparisons  y  and  here  we  have  a  pleni- 
tude of  parables  and  metaphors.   And  some  are  charm* 
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ed  with  proverbs^  and  aphorisms ;.  and  hete  Hf^  ^iid 
detached  sent^nces^  which  by  t%[eir  brevity  are  mtily 
iremembered^  and  by  their  significancy  ^mifll  fliate« 
tials  for  the  mpid  to  urifDldand  apply.  Aodnf  aH 
these,  perhaps  no  one  i3  more  important  and  $niereft* 
ing  than  the  passage  which  I  have  read.  ^^  No  maa 
^*  can  serve  two  mafters :  for  either  he  will  hlte  the 
^  one,  and  love  the  other  j  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the 
^  one,  and  despise  the  other.    Ye  cannot  serve  Go4 

m 

^  and^  mammon.'' 

One  word  only  requires  explanation*  What  ia. 
mammon  ?  It  is  commonly  supposed  to  mean  only 
dches ;  but  as  the  Bifliop  of  Lopdon  k^  observed  in 
his  Lefture  upon  this  Chapter,  the  original  seems^ 
more  extensive,  and  leads  us  to  consider  it  as  com* 
prehending  every  thing  capable  of  engaging  the  affec- 
tions, and  of  gaining  the  confidence  of  men  of  world- 
ly minds.  It  is  a  Syriac  word .  importing  treasure^ 
gain.  Whatever  therefore  is  gain  to  you,  is  mam- 
mon, whether  it  be  wealth,  or  power,  or  fame,  ot 
sensual  pleasure.  Whatever  you  idolize,  whatever  you 
place  in  the  room  of  God,  whatever  leads  you  to  op- 
pose his  nature  and  his  will  concerning  your  duty 
and  your  happiness^  according  to  the  design  of  our 
Saviour,  falls  under  this  denomination.  Subtiltyof 
interpretation  is  always,  and  minuteness  of  decision  is 
generally  to  be  avoided  in  expounding  the  Scripture  ; 
words  are  used  in  a  popular  sense ;  and  they  would 
become  less  useful,  if  they  were  rendered  less  general. 
The  force  of  an  impression  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  made,  has  often  been  diminished  by  means 
cxf  those  exceptions,  qualifications,  restrictions!  dis* 


I.      No      MAN     CAM 
SANNOT     SERVE    GoD    A 

ly  expressed. 

n.    One  of  these  yo 
This  is  fiiUy  implied. 

IIL      You   OUGHT    TO 

inferred.    Consider  what 
understaDding  in  all  thing 

I.  **  Write  the  vision, 
**  bles  that  he  may  run  th 
the  inspired  penmen  have 
things  dear  in  proportioi 
and  such  is  the  perspicuit] 
principles  of  religion  are  I 
that,  we  should  deem  it  im 
misunderstood,  did  we  not 
plex  a  rule  by  which  we  d 
ber  what  a  dow*»»-  *»■ — 
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^Mespise  the  other:  ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mam-. 
1*  mon."  Nevertheless  there  are  many  who  contrive, 
to  elude  the  force  of  this  ma^m,  or^  who  seem  resol- 
ved to  make  a  succession  of  awfx^l  experiqGients  to  try 
the  certainty  of  it.  The  number  of  this  mixed  tempo* 
rizing  race  of  Christj^ms^  i^  constantly  encr.easing ;  and 
while  they  are  bringing,  destruction,  upon  their  own 
gouls,  they  are  iiyuring  the  cause  of  the  Gospel,  and 
<;ountera6ting  the  labors  of  faithful  ministers  ten-fold 
more  than  those,  who  make  no  pretensions  to.  religion. 
•'  They  have  a  name  to  live,  while  thay  are  dead/^ 
They  wqar  '*  the  form  of  godlines,"  while  the^y  "  de- 
*f  ny  the  power  thereof."  They  are  equally,  remote 
from  tl^e  excesses  of  the  prof«vne  aad  th^^  fervours  of 
the  pious.  They  i^efuse  to  the  passioijs  what  would- 
disturb  cQnsdence,  ^nd  to  conscience  what  would  dis- 
turb the  passions.  Endeavouring  to  reconcile  an 
earthly  and  a  heavenly  life  together,  they  waver  be- 
tween truth  and  erjor,  convii^on  and.  appetite,  duty 
and  inclination ;.  and  divide  their  afie^ons.  and  ser- 
vices between  God  and  the  world.  Some  moments 
they  give  to  devotion ;  they  pray^  they  unite  with  the 
holy  assemblies,  they  sometimes  approach  the  table  of 
the  Lord.  When  this  is  done  they  have  another  mas- 
ter to  serve.;,  they  leave  the  house  of  God,  and  occu- 
py places  of  dissipation ;  they  relish  th^  follies  an4: 
comply, with  the  manners  of  a  sinful  age;  and  as  the 
eye  follows  their  career,  you  see  theip  dropping,  one 
distinction  after  another  tiU  they  are  yndlstinguishingly 
jblended  with  the  crowd. 

Nor  are  these  persons  wanting  in  excuses  to  palliate, 

\i  not  to  justi^  their  pra&ice.     They  allege;  that  \l 

H  H  h     ' 
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tenders  reUgion  less  ofajeffioBible ;  that  it  keeps  up 
an  intercourse  whidi  renders  tliem  uaefid ;  that— but 
I  disdain  to  enumerate  such  pleas  of  worldly-minded* 
ness— "they  will  not  abide  iHt  day  of  trial ;  they  are 
all  as  tow  before  the  flame;  the  declaration  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  consumes  them,  f'or  observe,  my 
brethren,  upon  what  he  lays  the  stress  of  his  reasonings 
It  is  the  riiFOBsiBiLiTT  of  the  eaiie.  He  ^>es  not  say. 
You  shall  not,  Tovr  must  not,  Tou  ought  not,  but  you 
eANNOT.  ^*  No  man  can  serve  two  masters.  Ye  cai^> 
^  MOT  serve  God  -and  mammon.'' 

There  are  however  four  cases  in  which  you  may 
serve  two  masters ;  but  these  exceptions  will  oilly  ren- 
der the  general  rule  t^e  more  remarkable,  and  will 
idso  help  us  to  imderstand  it.  For,  first,  you  may 
serve  two  masters  successively.  There  are  some  who 
have  lived  in  various  families;  and  they  have  served 
the  gentle  and  the  froward,  the  evil  and  the  good. 
Christians  once  served  divefs  lusts  and  pleasures,  and 
now  they  serve  God ;  but  they  did  not  serve  both  at 
the  same  time  ;  this  was  impra^cable,  **  Being  then 
•*^  made  free  from  sin,  ye  became  the  servants  of  righ- 
^  teousnessv  For  when  ye  were  the  servants  of  sin, 
•*  ye  were  free  from  righteousness/'  Secondly,  you  may 
serve  two  masters  by  serving  one  of  them  in  reality,  and 
the  other  in  pretence.  But  while  you  truly  love  the 
world,  wilt  God  be  satisfied  with  appearances  and  pro- 
fessions?  Is  he  deceived?  Can  any  disguise  conceal 
you  from  his  eye  ?  "Will  he  not  abhor  you  the  more 
for  your  hypocrisy  ?  And  will  not  such  a  course  of  dis- 
simulation be  a  life  of  meanness,  embarrassment,  and 
misery }  in  which  you  will  offer  violence  to  nature^ 


and  perpetually  dreaul  the  detedion  of  your  red  char- 
ader?  Thirdly,  you  may  serve  two  masters  unequal* 
ly«    WhUe  deyoted  to  the  one,  you  may  occasional- 
ly attend  the  other;   but  you  cannot  be  engaged  to 
him  also,  you  omnot  serve  him  constantly,  you  can- 
not make  his  service  your  business,  cannot  be  entirely 
lU  his  disposal.    But  nothing  less  than  this  does  God 
require  of  aU  those  who  serve  Him.    Fourthly,  you 
'   may  serve  two  masters  when  they  are  <hi  the  same  side, 
.  and  differ  only  in  degree.    Thus  you  obey  parents 
and  magistrates,  and  God  too :  for  in  obeying  them, 
you  obey  him  ^  he  has  commanded  it^    But  it  is  oth- 
erwise when  two  parties  hostile  to  each  other,^  require 
you  to  espouse  their  jarring  interests,  and  each  say9, 
*'  My  son,   give   me  thy  heart/*     Now  this  is  the 
case  with  the  masters  here  menticv^ed.    For  mammon 
is  not  subordinate  to  God,  nor  does  it  enjoin  the  S4me 
things.     Their  orders  are  diametrically  opposite.    The 
one  commands  you  to  walk  by  £iith;  the  other,  te 
Mralk  by  sight ;  the  one,  to  be  proud,  the  other  to  be 
iiumble ;  the  one,  to  cleave  to  the  dust,  the  other  to 
have  your  conversation  in  heaven ;  the  one,  to  be  aH 
Anxiety,  the  other,  to  be  careful  for  nothing ;  the  one^ 
t:t>  be  content  with  such  thmgs  as  you  have,  the  other, 
^o  enlarge  your  de»re  as  hell ;  the  6ne,  to  withhold, 
t:he  other,  to  give,  to  be  ready  to  distribute,  willing  to 
^xjmmunicate.    Now  what  is  to  be  done  in  a  case 
like  this  ?  If  the  mind  be  full,  it  can  hold  no  more, 
^uman  faculties  are  not  infinite.    The  operations,  of 
'the  soul  are  limited.    We  cannot  remain  in  a  state  of 
equilibrium  between  contrary  attradions,  without  pre- 
^rring  one  to  the  other*     Hence  we  always  take  m 
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jfturt ;  and  fhe  part  chosen  becomes  the  master  of  th& 
heart,  and  obliges  us  to  separate  from  the  rest  as  much 
as  they  oppose  each  other  or  interfere.  Heite  theiei, 
my  dear  Hearers,  you  are  famished  with  a  crherion, 
fay  which  to  judge  of  your  State  and  your  diarader. 
The  conclusion  iB  obvious  and  undeniaUe.  If  yon 
love  and  serve  the  World,  you  canfiOt  love  and  serva 
God.  And  the  exclusion  is  serious  and  2hreadful;  for 
you  are  here  reminded  that  'woridly  attadiments,  de^ 
pendencies,  and  pursuits,  are  not  oidy  injurious  to  redi 
religion^  but  entirely  incdmpadble  with  it ;  that  they 
^re  not  some  of  dlose  inferior  mistakes  and  infirmities 
"which  we  deplore  hi  good  men ;   but  a  deadly  evil 

*  which  overspreads  all  the  powers  of  the  soul,  infeds 
"all  the  principles  of  aftion,  gives  the  whole  Kfe  a 
wrong  bias,  the  whole  man  a  direftion  towards  hell. 
^'  Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye 
*^  separate,  skith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
"  thing ;  and  I  will  receive  yoti."  "  Love  not  the 
"  world,  nehher  the  things  of  the  world ;  for  if  any 
*'  man  love  the  worid,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not 

*  *•  in  him."  "  Ye  adulterers  and  adulteresses,  know 
**  ye  not  that  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity 
"  with  God?  Whosoever  therefore  will  be  a  friend  of 
**  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God  ?"  "  No  man  can 
^<  serve  two  masters :  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one, 
^^  and  love  the  other ;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one, 
**  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  ^cannot  serve  God  and 
'*•  mammon." 

fl.    You  cannot  serve  both ;  but  one  of  these  you 
%ill  unavoidably  serve. .  .The  second  proposition  is  as 
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true  as  the  first.  It  is  as  impossible  for  a  man  to  bd 
without  some  master,  as  to  serve  more  masters  thsth? 
one.  Man  is  an  adive  being,  and  must  be  employed  )^ 
he  will  always  be.  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  some 
thing  either  by  exertion  or  desire.  Man  is  a  depend^ 
ant  creature.  Like  the  vine  he  muft  lean  for  support  i 
and  if  the  elm  be  not  near,  he  wiU  embrace  the  bram* 
ble.  He  thirsts  ;  and  if  he  has  forsaken  the  Fcun«> 
tain  of  Living  Waters^  he  will  repair  to  broken  a!^* 
terns,  or  kneel  down  to  the  filthy  puddle.  A  sense  o€ 
his  wants  and  weaknesses  produces  an  uneasiness  which 
urges  him  to  seek  after  assistance  and  relief.  Hence  man 
cannot  be  without  attachment.  Not  finding  in  hiin« 
self  the  good  he  desires,  he  passes  forth  and  adheres  to 
something  external ;  but  this  object  necessarily  gov- 
erns him  ;  for  it  is  th^  very  nature  of  love  to  subject 
us  to  that  which  we  love  ^  and  it  fastens  us  by  various 
ties  ;  for  desire  and  aversion,  hope  and  fear,  joy  and 
sorrow,  zeal  and  revenge,  are  only  modes  o^  affec^ 
tion. 

There  is  nothing  in  which  men  are  so  tenlciotts 
as  independence  and  liberty  ;  and  even  when  they 
are  destitute  of  the  substance  they  glory  in  the  shad- 
ow.  The  Jews  are  an  example.  In  reply  to  our 
Lord  they  said  *'  We  are  Abraham*s  seed,  and  were 
"  never  in  bondage  to  any  man."  What !  Have  you 
forgotten  the  land  of  Egypt  ?  Did  you  never  serve  the 
Philistines,  the  Moabites,  the  Ammonites  ?  Were  you 
not  seventy  years  in  Babylon  ?  Whose  soldiers  are 
these  stationed  among  you  ?  Bring  me  a  piece  of  mon- 
ey,  "  whose  image  and  superscription  is  it  ?*'  Ate  you 
not  even  now  wearing  the  yoke  of  Caesar  i  Yes  ;  and 
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you  are  wearing  another  yoke  far  more  dbgraceful 
than  even  this,  and  which  enslaves  the  mind  ;  for  "  he 
"  that  comraitteth  sin  is  the  servant  of  sin.'' 

And  does  not  this  exemplify  the  folly  and  delusion 
of  sinners  ?  They  imagine  themselves  to  be  their  own 
masters ;  especially  when  they  hare  shaken  off  what 
they  deem  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  the  scru- 
ples of  superstition.  Then  they  are  free  indeed  ;  they 
live  without  controul ;  and  with  affected  pity  consider 
Christians  as  subject  to  the  moat  humiliating  restraints. 
But  what  if  these  advocates  for  independence  should 
be  found  slaves  themselves,  and  all  their  boastings  of 
freedom  be  only  great  swelling  words  of  vanity  ? 
'*  While  they  promise  them  liberty,  they  themselves 
**  are  the  servants  of  corruption  ;  for  of  whom  a  man 


^  the  .service  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries/  Te^ 
the  same  purpose  is  the  language  of  God  by  Moses  ta 
the  Israelite^  ;  "  Became  thou  servedst  not  the  Lord  thy 
^  God  with  joyfulness,  and  with  gladness  of  hearty 
^  for  the  abundance  of  sdl  things ;  therefore  shalt 
^  thou  serve  thine  enemies  which  the  Lprd  sl^aH  send 
^  against  fhee,  in  hunger,  and  in  thirst,  and  in  naked** 
^  ness,  and  in  want  of  all  things  ;  and  he  shall  put  a 
•*  yoke  of  iron  upon  thy  neck  until  he  have  destroyed 
**  thee,*'  All  this  is  fulfilled  in  the  unhappy  experi- 
ence of  every  transgressor.  For  his  rebellion  he  isr 
doomed  by  a  law  of  inevitable  necessity  to  s«?ve  divert 
tyrants*  Yes,  if  you  are  not  the  subjects  of  humifity^ 
you  will  be  the  vassads  of  pride  ;  and  what  a  life  vnA 
ambition  lead  you  !  If  you  are  not  the  servants  of  meek- 
ness, you  will  be  the  slaves  of  passion  ;  and  is  the  man 
to  be  envied,  who  is  governed  by  the  impulses  of  such 
a  fury  ?  See  a  man  who  has  sold  hitnself  to  covetous^ 
ness  ?  What  African  slave  ever  drudged  for  such  2t 
taskmaster  as  he,  compelling  him  to  rise  eariy,  to  sit 
up  late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  sorrows,  to  assume  every 
form  of  falsehood,  to  stoop  to  every  instance  of  mean- 
ness, forbidding  him  the  luxury  of  refreshing  the 
bowels  of  the  poor  and  of  blessing  the  orphan  and  the 
widow,  often  denying  him  the  accommodations  aqd 
sometimes  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  thus  fordng 
him  to  live  in  beggary,  to  die  in  wealth  !  IMsclaiming 
the  service  of  God  you  serve  the  devil,  who  employs 
you  in  drudgery  and  rewards  you  with  damnation,  ^^  fbt 
^^the  wages  of  sin  is  death."  Discar<fing  the  Sa* 
viour's  yoke,  which  is  easy,  and  his  burden  which  is 
light,  you  wear  the  galling  and  heavy  chains  of  viop. 
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^d  what  slavery  equals  a  wicked  life  ?  See  ttie  sinner 

Impelled  along  violently  like  the'swine  possessed  with 

clemonSy  he  follows  a  course  which  he  CQPdemns  him-. 

self  for  pursuing  ;  he  does  things  G^  which  at  the  very 

time  he  knows  he  shall  repent  as  soon  as  he  has  done 

them  ;  actions  which  he  abhors  in  others,  he  is  forced 

to  perforin  himself  ^  when  he  goes  forth  he  cannot 
tell  how  he  shall  return  i,  for  this  does  not  depend  upt" 

on  him,  but  upon  circumstances  ovef  which  he  haa^ 
DO  power  ;  he  may  sc^  or  hear  something,  by  which 
impressions  may  b^  prqduced  which  he  cannot  resist  ^ 
he  may  accidently  meet  with  one  of  his  tyrants  whQ 
may  say  to  him.  '^  Po  this/'  ^x\d  he  must  do  it ;  his 
passions  and  his  lusts  make  him  toil  at  their  pleasure  f 
and  he  goes  on  executing  their  orders,  though  his  un- 
derstanding blushes,  reason  remonstrates,  conscience 
upbraids  and  threatens  ;  he  sees  and  approves  better 
things,  and  follows  worse  j  and  this  is  the  man  who 
pretends  to  be  free  ! 

Yqu  say.  Religion  demands  of  v^s  a  succession  of 
services,  from  which  you  are  exempted.  But,  O  ye 
votaries  of  the  world,  let  us  examine  your  claims,  and 
see  wherein  your  pre-eminence  appears.  Have  you 
then  no  services  to  render  ?  Think  of  your  priva- 
tions and  sacrifices  and  submissions  ;  think  of  the  nu- 
merous and  arbitrary  laws  you  have  to  obey  ;  the 
laws  of  opinion,  the  laws  of  custom,  the  laws  of  ex- 
travagance, the  laws  of  folly.  Yes  ;  I  sometimes 
think  if  religion  were  to  require  of  me  such  duties  as 
the  world  imposes  upon  its  enslaved  followers  ;  if  it 
required  me  to  turn  day  into  night,  and  deprived  me 
of  spasonable  repose  j  if  it  required  me  to  embrace  in< 
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decent  and  injurious  fashions,  and  to  expose  at  once  my^ 
modesty  and  my  health  j.  if  it  required  ^fe  to  adopt 
ejq)ensive  modes,  of  life  which-,  devoured  my  substance^, 
and  involved  me  in  pecuniary  disgrace ;.  if  it  required 
me  to  spend  m^  evenings  from  home^  and  to  resign 
domestic  enjoymeojts  to  rove  from  one  insipid  amuse- 
ment to  anothec ;,  if  it  required  me  to  give  up  all  that 
is.  easy  and  simple  and  natural,  for  ceremonies,,  visits 
and  crowds,  where  all  is  artificial,^  studied  and  forced ;. 
if  it  required  me  to,  convert  my  dwelling  intp  the  con- 
fusion and  disorder  of  a.  rout ;  to  stoop  to-  the  absur- 
dity of  a  masquerade ;  to  hazard  my  own  life  and  the 
life  of  my  fellow  creature,  because  I  had  received  an 
offence,  perhaps  unintentionally  given,  and  allowed 
me  not  the  choice  of  refusal ;  then  I  should  conceive 
a  disgust^  then  I  shoidd  long  to  emancipate  myself 
from  such  capricious  despotisni*;  I  should  sigh  for  lib- 
erty ;  for  what  liberty  could  I  enjoy  while  compelled 
to  submit  to  what  is  unreaso4Aable  and  foolish^  to  what 
is  dishonourable  and  shameful,  to  what  is  idjurious 
and  ruinous  ?  But  remember,  ye.  followers  of  the  vain 
world,  these  are  the  con^mands  you  obey  i  these  ar& 
the  services  you  render ,, 

Still  you  tell  us,  that  our  Master  requires  us  even 
to  deny  ourselves  *,  that  this  is  the  grand  law  of  hi% 
kingdom ;  and  without  obeying  it,  we  cannot  be  hi& 
disciples.  But  wa  contend  that  you  are  precisely  ia 
the  same  circunastances.  We  can  prove  that  you  al- 
so are  required  to  exercise  self-denial;  and  that  this 
is  the  chief  command  you  have  to  comply  with  j^n  the 
service  of  the  world.  And  mark  the  diflference  be- 
tween us.    Our  J^aster  requires  us  to  deny  only  v(hA\ 

I  I  i 
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is  false  and  vain  ;  yours,  what  b  solid  and  true.  Ouf s 
requires  ik  to  deny  what  would  oq^y  make  us  disor- 
derly and  miserable ;  yours,  what  would  render  you 
peaceful  and  happy.  Ours  requires  us  only  to  deny 
the  voice  of  passion  and  appetite  ;  yours,  the  voice  of 
reason  and  of  conscience.  Ours  requires  us  to  deny 
the  body  for  the  sake  of  the  soul ;  yours,  the  soul  for 
the  sake  of  the  body.  Ours  requires  us  to  give  up 
nothing  but  what  he  will  more  th^  repay  ;  yours,  to 
surrender  an  interest,  for  the  loss  of  which  you  can- 
not be  indemnified  in  time  or  eternity. 

Since  then  it  appears,  that  you. cannot  serve  two 
masters ;  and  since  it  is  equally  certain  that  you  will 
serve  one,  we  plead  for  God,  and  call  upon  you  to 
serve  Him.    It  is  the 

111.     Third  division  of  our  subject.     But  here  I  feel 
ready  to  draw  back  fi^om    my  engagement  :  I  am 
sliocked  to  tliink  it  fhouki  be  found  necessary  to  make 
a  comparison   between     the    ever-blessed    God  and 
idols.     Has  the  depravity  of  the  world  risen  to  such  a 
pitch  ;  and  are  men  so  exceisdingly  blinded  and  infat- 
uated as  to  require  a  preacher  to  attempt  to  prove  that 
it  is  better  to  serve  God  than  mammon !  I  feel  also 
perplexed  as  to  the  proofs  I  sharU  adduce  ;    the  case 
seems  too  plain  to  need  evidence  ^  and   of  evidence 
there  is  no  end.     Let  us  make  a  seU\ction  of  two  arti- 
cles, and 

Remind  you,  first,  of  his  various  and  undenia* 
BLE  G*,AiMs  in  which  he  stands  peculiar  and  su- 
preme. There  is  such  a  thing  as  justice,  and  it  con- 
sists in  rendering  to  all  their  due.    Render  to  God  hu 
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due,  be  only  just,  and  you  must  be  religious*  All 
you  are,  and  all  you  have  is  his  ;  he  gave  you  exis^ 
tence  ;  and  all  your  capacities  of  adiop  and  of  enjoy- 
ment were  not  only  derived  fromJiim,  but  are  coniin- 
lied  by  him ;  **  for  in  Him  we  live  and  move  and 
"have  our  being."  There  is  such  a  thing  as  grati- 
tude ;  and  it  consists  in  endeavouring  to  make  suita- 
ble returns  for  favours  received.  Endeavour  to  make 
suitable  returns  to  God  for  the  &vours  you  have  re- 
ceived from  him ;  be  only  grateful,  and  you  must  be 
religious.  Whose  sun  warms  you  ?  Whose  air  do  you 
breathe?  Who  has  fed  you  all  your  life  long  unto 
this  day  ?  When  you  were  lost,  who  sent  his  own  Sou 
to  seek  and  to  save  you  ?  When  you  were  in  the  bon^ 
dage  of  corruption,  who  by  a  price  of  infinite  value  ac- 
complished your  release?  Let  all  your  mercies  be 
summoned  to  appear  around  you ;  the  blessings  of  in- 
fancy,  of  youth j  of  mature  age  j  the  blessings  of  Prov- 
idence and  of  Grace ;  the  blessings  which  you  possess 
already,  and  those  which  as  attainable  you  hope  to 
enjoy;  and  your  Preacher  has  only  to  come  forward 
and  say,  "  I  beseech  you  therefore.  Brethren,  by  the 
"  mercies  of  God,  that  you  present  your  bodies  a  liv- 
**  ing  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable,  which  is  your  rea- 
^*  sonable  service/*  So  simple  are  the  principles  from 
which  the  pradice  of  religion  is  deduced } 

Secondly.  We  would  remind  you  of  his  designs 
IN  EMPLOYING  YOU  IN  HIS  SERVICE;  hi  these  al« 
so,  who  is  a  God  like  unto  him  ?  Why  does  he  re- 
quire you  to  serve  him  ?  "  Can  a  man  be  profitable 
*^  unto  God,  as  he  that  is  wise  may  be  profitable  un- 
*f  to  himself?   Is  it  any  pleasure  to  the  AuiciGHTv 
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^  that  thou  art  righteous  :  or  gam  to  the  Most 
**  High  that  thou  makest  thy  way  perfect  ?"  He  does- 
not  stand  in  need  of  you  ;  but  he  knows  that  yon 
stand  in  need  of  him^nd  that  without  him  you  can  do 
nothing.  Does  he  reqi^ire  your  service  to  dispby  his 
grandeur,  to  exercise  his  authority,  to  estabfish  his  do- 
minion ?  Hear  his  own  language :  ^  O  that  there  was 
^<  such  a  heart  in  them,  that  they  wouM  fear  me,  and 
^  keep  all  my  coihmandments  sdways,  that  it  might 

*«  BE  WELL  WITH  THEM  AND  WITH  THEIt.  CHIL- 
DREN FOR  EVER."  He  employs  you  to  invigorate 
your  powers,  to  dignify  your  nature,  to  train  you  up 
for  endless  perfection,  and  to  bestow  upon  you  innu- 
merable advantages  under  the  notion  of  a  reward. 
These  advantages  may  be  considered  two  ways.  In 
the  engagements  of  the  master,  and  in  th^  experi* 
ence  of  the  servants^  These  do  not  always  agree. 
Men  as  an  alurcment,  frequently  promise  what  they 
never  perform  ;  and  those  who  have  followed  them 
have  had  bitter  reason  to  complain  of  disappointment. 
But  God  is  futhful ;  and  as  his  prdmises  are  exceeding 
great  and  precious,  so  are  they  all  yea  and  amen  in 
Christ  Jesus  to  the  glory  of  God  by  us.  He  spreads 
before  us  in  his  word  every  attradion  to  encourage 
us.  "  Therefore  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Behold, 
"  my  servants  shall  eat,  but  ye  shall  be  hungry :  be- 
"  hold,  my  servants  shall  drink,  but  ye  shall  be  thirs- 
"ty:  behold,  my  servants  shall  rejoice,  but  ye  shall 
**  be  ashamed  :  behold,  my  servants  shall  sing  for  joy 
"  of  heart,  but  ye  shall  cry  for  sorrow  of  heart,  and 
"  shall  howl  for  vexation  pf  spirit/*  And  has  he  not 
realized  all  this  ?   Let  us  consult  the  cjsperience  of 
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those  who  have  served  him.    And  observe  the  ^mess 
of  the  examples  to  which  we  appeal.    Some  of  you 
would  be  unqualified  judges  ;  you  could  not  make  a 
proper  comparison,  because  you  are  only  acquainted 
with  one  of  the  things  to  be  compared.     You  know 
what  the  service  of  sin  is,  but  you  are  strangers  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     But  there  are  per- 
sons who  have  tried  both  ;  after  serving  the  world 
they  have  served  God.     And  if  it  were  formerly  better 
with  them   than  now,  what  keeps  them  from  going 
back  ?  What  detains  them  from  the  country  whence 
they  came  out  ?  They  have  opportunity  to  return  j 
and  are  surrounded  with  the  sanie  temptations  as  oth« 
ers.    They  have  found  something  more  divine  and 
satisfactory  ;  they  have  tasted  of  the  grapes  of  Eschol, 
and  they  no  longer  sigh  for  the  leeks  and  onions  of 
Egypt.     He  is  rising  from  his  knees  where  he  has 
been  saying,  *'  Thou  hast  deak  well  with  thy  servant, 
"  O  Lord/*       Take "  him    aside    and  converse    with 
him.    He  is  able  to  give  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is 
in  him.    Why  you  often  mourn.    •'  But  our  sorrow 
"  shall  be  turned 'into  joy  :  our  very  tears  are  bless- 
**  ed  ;  and  we  are  never  more  happy  than  when  we 
^*  can  feel  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit !"  And 
the  world  frowns  upon  you.    ^'  But  God  smiles,  and 
^*  his  favour  is  life.    Heaven  is  my  home }  death  is 
^*  become  my  friend  ;  Providence  manages  all  my  af- 
fairs ;.    and  I  am  careftil  of    nothing."      And  your 
happiness  is  all  ftiture.     '^  No ;  I  have  earnests  and 
^^  foretastes  of  Heaven.    I  feel  a  peace  which  passeth 
^^  all  understanding ;  and  sometimes    I  rejoice    with 
^^  joy  unspeakable  and  ftiU  of  glory.     In  his  sanctua- 
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^  ry  I  behdd  his  power  and  Us  gloiy«  In  my  doset 
"^  I  find  it  good  to  draw  near  to  God.  His  statutes 
^<  are  my  song  in  the  house  of  my  pilgrimage^  and  I 
^  rejcnce  in  lus  word  as  one  that  findetfa  great  spoiL 
*^  Once  I  thouglht  like  you.  I  supposed  if  I  began  a 
^  religious  course^  I  should  never  have  another  hapfqr 
^  day  ;  but  I  never  had  a  happy  day  before.  I  have 
^  found  nothing  of  the  fetters  and  bondage  of  which  I 
*^  had  heard,  and  by  which  I  had  been  cfisgusted.  His 
^'  service  has  been  perfect  freedom  ;  and  none  of  his 
^  commands  are  grievous.  And  Oh  t  could  I  now 
^  lay  open  my  soul  $  could  I  make  you  see  as  I  see, 
^*  and  feel  as  I  feel !  O  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is 
^<  good  ;  blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  him.'' 
All  this  shews  the  importance  of  serving  God  ;  but 
whatever  shews  the  importance  of  it,  shews  the  wis* 
dom  of  attending  to  it. 

Let  me  then,  my  dear  hearers,  call  upon  you  to 
make  a  choice.  From  this  hour  abandon  God  and 
his  ways,  and  following  your  idols  and  yoiu*  lusts  have 
all  that  they  can  give  you  ;  or  relinquishing  the  pres- 
ent evil  woi-ld,  take  God  for  the  strength  of  your 
soul  and  your  portion  forever.  Which  of  these  will 
you  choose  ?  I  cannot  conclude  without  presssing  you 
to  a  decision,  I  have  already  been  classing  you.  My 
hope  has  formed  one  division  ;  my  fear  a  second  ;  my 
conviction  a  third. 

I  have  been  hoping  that  some  of  you  will  retire 
this  evening,  and  join  yourselves  tq  the  Lord  in  a  per* 
petual  covenant  that  shall  not  be  forgotten,  saying, 
**  Lord,  I  am  thine,  save  me.  O  Lord,  other  Lords 
^^  beside  thee  have  had  dominion  over  us,  but  by  thee 
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•  only  win  we  make  mention  of  thy  name.'*  Will 
none  of  you  realize  this  pleasing  expectation  ?  *Wil| 
i:ione  among  you  my  young  hearei!S,  verify  the  lan- 
guage of  prophecy,,  upon  which  so  many  ministers^ 
8o  many  parents  have  hoped  ;  ^*  One  shall  say,  I  anv 
^  the  Lord's ;  and  another  shall  call  himself  by  the 
*^  name  of  Jacob  ^  and  another  shall  subscribe  with  hia 
^^  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  sujrname  himself  by  the 
^  name  of  Israel.'*" 

A  larger  number  I  f£ar,  will  care  for  none  of  these 
things  ;  but  go  forth  saying  with  their  rebellious  pre- 
decessors, ^^  I  have  loved  strangers,  and  after  them^ 
**  will  I  go/*  Let  me  give  you  warning  from  God. 
Remember  that  he  will  assuredly  vindicate  the  cause 
of  his  despised  authority  and  goodness  ;  '^  As  for  these 
'^  mine  enemies  that  would  not  that  I  should  reign  ov« 
er  them,  In'ing  them  forth^  and  shy  them  before  my 
face^*'  If  you  are  determined  to  abaitdon  6x>d,  God 
is  determined  to  abandon  you  :  "  But  my  people 
*'  would  not  barken  to  my  voice  ;  and  Israel  would 
^^  none  of  me :  so  I  gave  them  up  unto  their  own, 
^^  hearts*  lust,  and  they  walked  in  their  own  counsels.** 
And  have  you  considered  the  awfulncss  of  your  con- 
dition, "Without  God  in  the  world?**  Death  will 
soon  snatch  you  away  from  your  houses  and  amuse* 
ments  ;  and  what  will  you  do,  if  your  faith  and  hope 
be  not  in  God,  when  you  will  have  nothing  but  God 
left  ?  And  even  previous  to  this,  an  evil  day  may  ar- 
rive. Though  worldly  things  do  not  satisfy  the  mind, 
they  divert  it  j  and  though  they  are  a  poor  substitute 
for  God,  they  render  you  less  sensible  of  your  need  of 
him.    But  they  are  all  uncertain }  and  what  becomes 
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of  you  when  they  are  removed  ?  To  whom  win  you 
flee  for  help»  and  where  will  you  leave  your  glory  ? 

But  an  observation  of  the  way  in  which  divine  ad* 
monitions  is  commonly  rendered  useless  convincbs 
me,  that  the  generality  of  you  will  not  dedde  with 
the  former,  nor  positively  refuse  with  the  latter.  ^^  And 
**  as  he  reasoned  of  righteousness,  temperance,  and 
^  judgement  to  come,  Felix  trembled,  and  answered, 
"  Go  thy  way  for  tins  time,  when  I  have  a  convenient 
^  season  I  will  call  for  thee."  This  is  your  model. 
Tou  wish  to  pause  and  consider.  But  we  cannot  al- 
low this  evasion  ;  our  commission  requires  an  immedi- 
ate reply  ;  *•  To-day  if  you  will  hear  his  voice,  harden 
*'  not  your  heart  ;  now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is 
**  the  day  of  salvation,"  You  wish  to  pause  and  con- 
sider. But  you  have  no  time  for  hesitation  ;  you  are 
dying  while  you  make  the  proposal ;  "  Boast  not  thy- 
*'  self  ■  of  to  morrow,  for  thou  knowest  not  what  a 
<*  day  may  bring  forth.'*  You  wish  to  pause  and 
consider.  But  he  may  take  your  excuses  for  4  final 
answer,  as  they  are  unquestionably  a  proof  of  present 
disinclination,  and  say,  '^  None  of  the  men  that  were 
"  bidden  shall  taste  of  my  supper."  ^'  He  is  joined  to 
*'  idols,  let  him  alone.**  You  wish  to  pause  and  con- 
sider. But  the  longer  you  waver  the  harder  you 
will  find  it  to  decide  ;  objections  and  difficulties  will 
every  day  multiply.  You  wish  to  pause  and  consider  ; 
but  when  do  you  mean  to  determine  ?  How  much 
longer  time  do  you  require  ?  Some  of  you  have  had 
twenty,  forty,  sixty  years  to  weigh  things  already,  and 
are  still  undetermined.  And  what  is  it  to  decide,  that 
you  cannot  come  to  a  conclusion  this  houri  this  mQ* 
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itaent  ?  What  room  is  there  for  comparison  ?  What  posu- 
bility  is  there  of  embarrassment  ?  O  shame  of  human 
nature !  Here'  are  persons  requiring  additional  years  to 
determine,'  whether  heU  or  heaven  is  the  best  portion ; 
whether  the  Cod  ol^  glot7,  or  the  ^6d  of  this  world  is 
the  best  m&ster.  *'  How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opin- 
**  ions  ?  If  the  Lord  be  God,  follow  him :  but  if  Baal 
"  be  God,  follow  him."  *'  Wherefore  choose  ye  thia; 
•*  day  whom  ye  will  serve."  *'  But  as  for  me  and  my 
"  house,  we  will  serve  tKe  Lord;"  May  God  ins|nre< 
us  mth  this  resolution.    Amen. 


Mi 

^IT'""""^' 

"™t  ye  of  Christ?., 
me  offices  anH,  -.^.l     . 
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He  that  judgeth  you  is  the  Lord  ;  his  dedsioa  is  iiy* 
falfible,  and  his  fentence  regulates  your  dcxxm.  !Doe9 
He  view  you  this  evening  as  enemies  or  friends  ?  As 
strangers  or  reladons  ?  Is  it  possible  to  determine  this  f 
It  is  not  only  possible  but  easy.  Observe  what  he  did^ 
and  remember  xvhat  he  said  in  the  days  xA  his  flesh. 
^^  And  he  stretched  forth  his  hand  toward  his  disciples 
^'  and  ^aid.  Behold  my  mother  and  my  toethren  !  For 
*'  whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is 
^^  in  heaven,  the  same  is  my  brother,  and  sister,  and 
♦*  mother/' 

Our  Saviour  preadied  in  various  ]t)1aces.  He  t(ras 
now  in  a  private  house ;  and  is  saiid  to  be  ^^  tdkin^  to 
"  the  people."  It  marks  the  ease,  the  simplicity,  the 
familiarity  with  which  he  spake.  When  a  j^reacher 
can  exemplify  this  mode  of  address  without  sinking, 
he  is  peculiarly  pleasing  to  his  hearers,  and  often  moft 
successful  in  the  force  and  sublimity  of  his  thoughts* 
*^  While  he  yet  talked  t<]t  the  people,  behold  his.  mothh 
'-  er  and  his  brethren  stood  without  desiring  to  spesik 
"  with  him  "  What  was  the  design  of  his  fnends  it 
is  impossible  to  determkie;  but  they  had  something 
interesting  to  communicate,  and  could  not  abroach 
him  for  the  intervening  multitude.  The  people  there^ 
ibre  conveyed  aloni;  the  notice  of  his  relation  from 
one  to  another  till  it  reached  die  person  who  stood  by 
hinu  ^^  Then  oi^e  said  unto  him.  Behold  thy  mother 
and  brethren  stand  without,  desiring  to  speak  widi 
thee/'  Our  blessed  Lord  was  despbed  and  xejeded 
of  men  j  but  there  were  some  who  knew  his  worthy 
and  loved  and  honoured  him ;  and  at  hesuing  of  his^ 
mother  and  his  brethren,  they  were  read/  to  exdaim^ 


6C 


im  Tbi  Family  of  our  Lord.      [Sek.  xxi^^ 

O  happy  brethren !  to  have  such  a  brother  I  O  hap^ 
py  mother !  to  have  such  a  son !  Our  Saviour  was  not 
so  confined  to  his  subjeA^  as  to  re&se  a  new  idea  sug- 
gested   by   the  occasion;   therefor^   knowing   thdr 
^thoughts  he  tells  them  of  another  conneiftion  with 
himself;  from  his  family  according  to  the  fleshy  he 
leads  them  to  his  spiritual  kindred }  and  from  a  union 
with  him,  which  was  temporal  and  confined  to  few, 
he  leads  them  to  one  which  was  everlasting  and  em- 
braced all  good  men.    ^^But  he  answered  and  said 
^'  unto  him  that  told  him,   Who   is    my  mother  I 
^*  and  who  afe  iny  brethren  ?   And  he  stiietched 

5^  FORTH  MIS  HAND  TOWARDS  HIS  DISCIPX.ES,  AND 
«  SAID,  BEHOLD  MY  MOTHER  AND  MY  BRETHREN  ! 
"  FOR  WHOSOEVER  SHALL  DO  THE  WILL  OF  MY  FaTHER 
•*  WHICH  IS  m  HEAVEN,  THE  SAME  IS  MY  BROTHER, 
,"  AND  SISTER,   AND  MOTHER.'* 

Whence  we  observe,  that  obedienc?  to  the  divine 

WILL    is   AN  evidence  OF   OUR    BEING    RELATED  TO  Je- 

SU8  Christ,     Our  Lord  here  gives  us  the  charter  and 
the  privilege  of  his  disciples. 

I.  Their  Character;  they  dp  the  will  of  his 
Father. 

II.  Their  Privilege  ;  they  are  his  brother,  his  sis- 
ter, his  mother.  "  Remember  me,  O  Lord,  with 
•*  the  favour  that  thou  bearest  ijnto  thy  people :  O  visit 
"  me  with  thy  saiyation ;  that  I  may  see  the  good  of 
"  thy  chosen,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladness  of  thy 

nation,  that  I  may  glory  with  thine  inheritance." 

I.    We  have  the  Character  of  his  disciples.     He 
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describes  them  as  doing  the  will  of  his  FathejI 
WHICH  IS  IN  HEAVEN.  All  obey  ;  but.  some  do  the 
will  of  the  devil ;.  some  do  the  will  of  man  ;  some  do 
Cheir  own  will ;  and  some  do  the  will  of  God. 

Some  do  the  will  of  the  devil.     This  is  a  dreadful 
charge ;  but  it  is  fally  supported  by  the  address  of 
our  Saviour  to  the  Jews  ;  *^  Ye  are  of  your  father  the 
"  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will  do.**     And 
-  what  is  all  sin,  but  "  the  work  of  the  devil  ?"    **  For 
^*  the  devil  sinneth  from  the  beginning.'*    He  there- 
fore who  lives  in  the  practice  of  sin  co-operates  \nth 
him,  resembles  him,  strives  to  please  him,  fulfils  his 
wishes.    'Hie  devil  loves  pride,  and  the  sinner  cherish- 
es it  ;  he  takes  pleasure  in  revenge,  and  the  sinner  in- 
dulges it ;  his  empire  is  maints^ined  by  iniquity,  and 
the  sinner  commits  it. 

Some  do  the  will  of  men.  They  are  entirely  gov- 
erned by  others  ;  they  receive  the  law  from  the  opin- 
ions, maxims,  and  manners  of  their  companions,  supe- 
riors, relations ;  from  the  conversation  received  by 
tradition  from  their  fathers  ;  from  the  example  of  the 
multitude.  And  by  no  better  authorities  than  these, 
are  many  influenced  even  in  the  concerns  of  religion  ! 
But  "  we  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  man  ;  and 
^^  to  live  the  rest  of  qur  time  in  the  flesh,  not  to  the 
^  lusts  of  men,  but  to  the  will  of  God." 

Some  do  their  own  will.  They  are  as  regardless 
of  the  authority  of  God,  as  if  they  were  persuaded 
that  his  being  and  perfections  were  a  fable  ;  they  live 
without  him  in  the  world,  never  asking  when  they  en- 
gage in  any  course  of  action,  whether  it  will  please  or. 
f  fiend  liim^  whether  he  has  forbidden  or  enjoined  it  i 
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They  ficdlow  only  the  bias  of  their  own  incfinatioii^ 
and  this  being  since  the  fall  depraved  and  irrq^ubr, 
carries  them  widely  astray  from  their  duty  and  hapfjf 
siess.  For  it  is  as  dangerous  as  it  is  criminal  to  obef 
such  a  guide.  Hence  to  be  abandoned  to  its  influence 
is  ^)oken  of  as  the  greatest  curse  ;  ^*  So  I  gave  them 
'^  up  unto  thdr  own  hearts'  lust ;  and  chey  walked 
^<  in  their  own  counsels."  It  has  been  said  of  chil- 
dren, that  they  are  undone  if  they  have  their  own 
will ;  and  the  reason  is,  because  tliey  are  not  wise 
enough  to  ^oose  the  good  and  refuse  the  evil.  But 
this  is  much  more  true  df  man ;  if  he  has  his  own 
will,  he  will  be  sure  to  ruin  himself;  for  a  sinner  is 
much  more  likely  to  make  a  foolish  choice  than  a 
child ;  and  he  who  wants  grace,  has  less  understanding 
than  he  who  wants  years. 

But  the  Christian  makes  the  will  of  God  the  grand, 
the  only  rule  of  his  life  ;  and  every  consideration  in- 
duces him  to  say,  "  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.'' 
His  authority  over  us  is  supreme,  and  his  relations  to 
us  arc  numerous.  lie  is  our  Father,  and  we  ov^e  him 
honour  ;  our  Master,  and  we  owe  him  fear ;  our  Ben* 
efactor,  and  we  owe  him  gratitude ;  our  God,  and 
we  owe  him  obedience,  devotion,  all  we  are,  and  all 
we  have !  Nor  does  our  obligation  spring  only  from 
his  dominion  over  us,  and  his  clsums  to  us  ;  but 
from  the  very  nature  of  his  will,  which  is  wise,  and 
righteous,  and  good. 

That  we  may  not  be  ignorant  of  his  wiU,  he  has 
been  pleased  to  reveal  it  ;  this  revelation  is  contained 
in  the  Scriptures  of  Truth.  Opening  these,  we  find 
all  needful  information  ;  they  are  a  lamp  unto  our 
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feet,  and  a  light  unto  our  paths.  They  contain  gene- 
ral principles  and  particular  roles.  There  are  descri- 
bed the  duties  we  owe  to  ourselyes,  ta  our  feUov  crea« 
tures,  and  to  God  ;  the  duties  which  spring  from  the' 
various^Qonnections  and  conditions  of  life  I  the  duties 
of  kings  and  of  servants  ;  the  duties  of  prosperity  and 
adversity.  Viewilig  us  as  sinners,  they  shew  unto  uf 
the  way  of  salvation,  and  preach^  repentahce  towaidt 
Ckxl,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  fesus  Christ. 

The  man  therefore  that  would  do  the  will  of  God^ 
walks  by  this  rule.    He  repairs  to  the  Scripture,  not 
for  advice  but  law  ;  he  enters  the  sanctuary  of  revela^' 
tion,  and  bowing  before  the  lively  oracles  of  God  he* 
cries,  "  Lord,  what    wilt  thbu  have    me  to  do  ?" 
**  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth/'    For  you- 
will  observe  that  his  concern  with  the  voU  of  Grod  lies 
not  in  kno^ng,  but  in  doikg  it.      And  indeed  if  this 
be  not  in  our  desire  and  design  when  we  search  for  the^ 
will  of  God,  we  are  not  likely  to  be  honest  in  our  in- 
vestigations,  or  successful  in  ma  attempts.    For,  ^*  he 
<<  that  doth  his- will^ shall  know  of  thedoctrine  wheth* 
^  er  it  be  of  God  ;  and  we  shall  know  if  we  follow  on. 
^  to  know  the  Lord."    But  allowing  it  to  be  possible 
to  obtain  the  clearest  knowledge  unaccompanied  with 
obedience,  it  would  be  useless  ;  for  ^'  if  ye  know  these 
*^  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them  ;*'  yea>  it  would 
be  even  injurious,  by  enhancing  our  sin  and  aggrava- 
ting our  condemnation  ;  for  '^  to  him  that  knoweth 
<c  to  do  good  and  doth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin.'*    '^  And 
'^  that  servant  which  knew  his  Lord's  will,  and  pre- 
^  pared  not  himself,  neither  did  according  to  his  will, 
^  shall  be  beaten  with  msuiy  stripes.    For  untQ  whom- 
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no  exceptions.    Their  concern  extends  to  every  thihg- 
vhether  great  or  Ettle,  whether  easy  or  difEicult,  whe^^s 
ther  pleasing  or  repulsiver ;  they  esteem  all  hb  coni!>- 
Uiandments  concerniog  all  things,  to  be  right,  and 
they  hate  every  ialse  way..    The  necessity  o£  this  will 
readily  appear.    ^'  For  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole 
*'  law,  and  yet  offend  in.  one  point,  he  is  guilty  a£  all.'* 
The  reasoning  by  which  this  is  established  is  solid; 
for  if  a  man  voluntarily  transgress  one  of  the  com- 
mands  of  God,  why  doea  he  observe  the.  rest  ?   Not 
from  a  principle  o£  obedience  ^  fpr  this  would,  lead 
him  to  obs^rv^  the  copimand  he  transgresses,  as  well. 
^  those  he  observes,  seeing  they  issue,  from  the  same 
authority,  and  ai:e  enforced  by  the  same  motives  ;  "for 
"  he  that  said.  Do  not  commit  adultery,  said  also,.  Do 
'^not  kill  :  no^y  if  thou  commit  no  adultery,,  yet  i£ 
"  thou  kill,  thou  art  become  a  transgressor  of  the 
*'  law."     H/3  therefore  obeys  because  the   injunction- 
happens  to  fall  in  with  his  humoiur,  or  reputation,,  or* 
advantage.     But  if  doing  what  we  like,  and  refusing 
what  we  do;  not  like,  be  obedience,  it  is  obedience  ta, 
pur  own  will,  and  not  to  the  will  of  God  j.  an4  l>y 
such  a  subjnissioa  we  despise  God  in  reality,  while  we 
profess  to  serve  hiui  ;   we  exclude  his  authority,  and 
establish  our  own  pleasure  a^  the  governing  principle 
pf  our  lives.    This  therefore  aQnihilates  the  system  of 
composition,  and  all  endeavours,  to  balance  virtues  ar 
gainst  vices,  and  to  a|tone  for  the  indulgence  of  sin  by 
the  performance  of  duty  ;  for  unless  you  regard  th^ 
will  of  God  universally,  whatever  you  do,  springs  not 
from  a  principle  of    religion,  but    from  some  other 

source  ;  for  if  you  performed  any  one  duty  bec^uso 
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dred ;  they  form  one  family  with  himself  ^^  Ytt 
"^^  stretched  forth  his  hand  towards  his  disdples  and 
^'  saidy  Behold  my  mother  and  my  brethren  !  for 
whosoever  shall  do  the  will  ^f  my  Father  which  is 
in  heaven,  the  same  is  my  BRotHER,  and  sister^ 
^^  and  mother/'  As  such  I  view  them,  as  such  I 
will  behave  towards  them  !  theyl  shall  enjoy  «very  ad* 
vantage  which  can  flow  from  connections  so  intimate. 
For  our  Lord  does  not  speak  ceremoniously  ;  his  words 
are  true  and  -faithful.  Let  us  see  what  we  on  iind  to 
embody  the  meaning  of  his  expressions. 

As  soon  as  we  hear  him  cladming  his  disciples  as  Ills 
kindred,  we  look,  ^^irst,  for  family-likeness,  and  ^t 
have  it.  "  Whom  he  did  foreknow,  them  he  also 
did  predestinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
his  Son,  that  he  might  be  the  first-born  antiong  many 
**  brethren/  "  The  first  man  is  of  the  earth,  earthy '; 
^'  the  second  tnan  is  the  Lord  frdm  heaven.  As  is  the 
"  earthy,  sucli  are  they  also  that  are  earthy  ;  and  as 
^'  is  the  heavenly,  such  are  they  also  that  are  heaven- 
ly. And  as  we  have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthy, 
we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly."  The 
resemblance  indeed  is  not  complete  in  this  world,  but 
it  is  real ;  it  is  sufficient  to  shew  tliat  they  have  a  com* 
mon  origin.  Onis  end  governs  them  ;  their  inclina* 
tions  harmonize ;  the  mind  which  was  in  him  is 
also  in  them  ;  and  as  he  was,  so  are  they  also  in  the 
worid  meek  and  lowly,  tender  and  compassionate, -pd* 
tient  and  forgiving,  active  and  zealous.  And  the  like* 
ness  is  incessantly  glowing  and  becoming  more  and 
more  visible  ;  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of 
^'  the  Lord,  they  are  changed  into  the  same  image 


*'  ed  like  unto  his  glc 
**  mighty  working  wh 
**  all  things  unto  hiimell 
By  claiming  them  as  '. 
fen  honor  upon  them, 
long  to  persons  of  Hlusti 
the  admiration  of  the  ag 
it  knoWn  that  we  are  ii 
and  are  jM'i&edby  them  ; 
and  it  13  supposed  that  tl 
upon  wotthlessa&ss.    Th 
greatest  opportunities  of 
often    gratuitously  obtaii 
they  never  possess.      By 
have  a  right  to  appropria 
virtues  ;  some  of  thnr  lu 
upon  those  who  stand  nes 
sons  have  been  atixiotts  i 
relation  to  some  extraordi: 


mw  X xi^.]        Tbi  Family,  of  our  Lord.  <t6§ 

•die  invisible  God,  the  first-bom  of  every  creature 
whom  the  winds  and  seas  obeyed,  whom  all  the  an* 
gels  in  heaven  are  commanded  to  worship,  the  deliv« 
eref  of  millions  from  the  dbgrace  of  sin  and  the  wrath 
to  come.  No  wonder  a  certain  woman  while  hearing 
him,  unable  to  suppress  her  emotions,  ^^  lifted  up  her 
^'  voice  and  said  unto  him,  Kessed  is  the  womb 
^  that  bare  thee  and  the  paps  which  thou  hast  suck- 
*'  ed.*'  **  But  he  said,  yea  rather,  blessed  are  they 
^^  that  hear  the'  word  of  God  and  keep  it/'  Does  he 
then  design  to  exdude  his  own  relations  from  spirit- 
ual affinity  with  him  ?  Or  does  he  discountenance  nat- 
ural afieAion  and  duty  ?  Far  from  it ;  but  he-  would 
intimate  that  we  need  not  envy  Mary ;  we  ourselves 
may  become  his  kindred  in  a  nobler  sense ;  <'  Su^h 
*^  honour  have  all  the  saints/'  "  Behold  my  mother 
**  and  my  brethren !  for  whosoever  shall,  do  the  wiU 
*'  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  the  same  is  my 
**  brother,  and  sister,  and  mother/' 

Thirdly,  If  they  are  his  relations,  he  will  love  them. 
What  wotild  you  think  of  a  man  who  had  no  regard  for 
ti  BROTHER,  a  SISTER  ?  Where  should  we  think  of  lodk- 
ing  for  aflfedion,  if  not  ambng  thosi^  who  are  attached 
by  ties  of  nature,  by  habits  of  early  intercourse,  by 
mutual  participations  of  every  youthful  enjoyment,  by 
the  reciprocal  performance  of  a  diousand  tender  and 
endearing  offices !  but  conceive  of  whatever  is  attractive 
and  binding  in  the  fond  image  of  a  mother  ;  one,  who 
after  nameless  pains  and  perils  gave  thee  birth,  nursed 
thee  on  her  knees,  fed  thee  at  her  "breast,  and  through 
sleepless  nights  and  anxious  days  watched  over  thy 
tender  progress^    Bring  before  your  mind  a  ma%  all 
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•«  soever  much  b  given,  of  him  shall  be  much  rcquir-- 
^  ed ;  and  to  whom  men  have  committed  much,  of 
^  him  will  they  ask  the  xnore/* 

To  be  a  Christian  then  you  must  act,  and  Uve,  and 
act  and  live  as  God  would  haVe  you  ;  you  must  Mo  the 
will  of  our  Father  which  is  In  heaven.    By  two  things 
you  may  know  whether  your  obedience  be  suclx  as 
will  class  you  in  the  number  of  our  Lord's  disdples. 
For,  first,  theit  obedience  h  affectionatb,  arising 
from  a  desire  to  please  and  glorify  God.    Hence  the 
declaration  of  our  Saviour,  "  I  caffl  you  not  servants, 
"  but  friends."    This  was  not  td  release  tbem  from" 
an  obligation  to  obedience,  but  to  purify  and  elevate 
the  principle  of  it.     And  his  own  language  is  in  a  sub- 
Ordinate  degree  the  experience  of  all  his   followers  ; 
♦•  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  yea  thy  law  is  with- 
in my  heart  :"  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  Him 
•*  that  sent  me,  and  to  finish  his  work.**    ITiis  is  ev- 
cry  thing  in  the  view  of  God  ;  he  would  have  us  in 
Ills  service  to  be  liberal  and  generous  ;  he  upholds  us 
by  his  "  free  Spirit.**     He  values  not  the  6)rced  sub- 
mission of  the  slave ;  he  disdains  those  actions  in  the 
performance  of  which  the  will  revolts.      His  demand 
is,  "  My  son,  give  me  thy  heart  ;**  and  when  this  is 
given  nothing  else  can  he  withhold  ;  then  the  eyes  are 
open  to  see,  the  ears  to  hear,  the  lips  to  praise,  the 
hands  to  communicate.     And  the  man  ^^  presents  his 
"•  body  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  and  acceptable   to  God, 
**  which  is  his  reasonable  service.*' 

For,  secondly,  their  obedience  is  impartial.  I 
speak  here  of  their  aim  and  their  disposition.  With 
regard  to  these  they  have  no  reserve,  no  objections, 


3eR*  xxiv.J        The  Family  of  our  Lor£  4nit 

command  of  its  resources.     ^^Then  sent  Joseph  andl 
^<  called  his  father  Jacob  to  him^  and  all  his  kindred,. 
**  three  score  and  fifteen  souls/'  and  the  land  of  Go- 
shen  yielded  them  supplies.     Christians,  you'  have  i^ 
relation  who  is  L.ord  of  all :   "  the  earth  is  his,  and* 
"  the  fullhess  thereof."     See  those  who  rise  in  the' 
state;  they  soon  draw  their  conne^ons  after  them. 
And  many   evils  may  arise  from  this  among  men. 
Sinecures  may  be  multiplied,  places  may  be  formed^ 
in  order  to  be  fiUed,  and  the  state  may  be  burdened' 
to  maintain  the  friends  of  those  who  are  in  power, 
while  offices  may  be  disposed  of  not  according  to 
qualification  but  afiinity.      But  Jesus  Christ  injures 
none  by  the  elevation  of  his  kindred ;  and  he  prepares 
them  all  for  the  stations  they  occupy.     And  surely  if" 
they  are  not  all  exalted,  he  will  sujSfer  none  of  them  to 
fambh.    '"  O  fear  the  Lord,  ye  his  saints ;  for  there  i& 
"  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him.    The  lions  do  ladr 
"  and  suffer  hunger,  but  they  that  seek  the  Lord  shall 
•*  not  want  any  good  thing."     You  may  rejoice  in  all- 
the  glory  and  empire  to  which  he  is  advanced;  you 
ace  interested  in  it ;  it  is  for  you,  *'  He  is  made  hea^ 
^*  over  all  things  unto  his  body  the  Church,"     "  Hfe 
^^  has  power  given  him  over  all  flesh,  that  he  should, 
give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father  hath  given 
him."    And  not  satisfied  with  his  own  personal  dig- 
nity, he  wishes  his  friends  to  sit  with  him  upon  his. 
throne ;  and  this  is  his  language,  ^^  Father,  I  will  that 
^^  those  which  thou  hast  given  me  be  with  mc  where  Z 
"  am,  to  behold  ipy  glory."    "  And;  the  glory  which 
*^  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given  them  j  that  they  may 
*«  be  ojae,  even  as  we  are  one." 


\ 
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God  had  commanded  it,  you  would  most  certatnljr- 
practice  every  otker  for  the  same  reason  ;  and  if  you* 
avoided  any  one  sin  because  God  had  forbidden  it, 
you  would  unquestionably  forsake  every  other  on  the* 
same  ground.  It  is  in  vain  for  y ou  dierefore  to  plead 
diat  you  avoid  that  which  is  evil,  unless  you  cleave  to 
that  which  is  good,  k  is  in  vain  for  you  to  visit  the 
fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction,  if  you  do  not 
keep  yourselves,  ^unspotted  from  .the  vrorld.  It  is  in 
vain  for  you  to  be  faithful  to  your  engagements  with- 
your  fellow  creatures,  if  you  are  strangers  to  devotion  ; 
this  is  to  be  moral  without  piety  ;  or  to  pray  and  hear 
the  word  of  God,  and  not  provide-  thinfi;s  honest  in 
the  sight  of  all  men  ;  this  is  to  be  pious  without  mor- 
ality. It  is  in  vain  for  you  to  assemble  together  in 
public,  if  you  never  enter  your  dossets ;  or  to  be  saints 
in  the  house  of  God,  if  you  are  demons  in^  your  own. 
It  is  in  vain  for  you  to  listen  to  the  gospel,  while  i^ 
teaches  you  doctrines  of  acknowledged  importance, 
if  you  do  not  learn  by  it  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and 
godly  in  the  present  world.  In  all  these  instances  in 
which  you  appear  to  conform  to  the  will  of  God,  there 
is  not  one  act  of  true  obedience  ;  for  true  obedience 
consults  the  will  of  God,  and  this  enjoins  an  atten- 
tion  to  the  things  you  neglect,  as  much  as  to  those 
which  from  other  considerations  you  regard.  And 
thus  having  described  the  character  of  his  disciples, 
let  us, 

II.    Survey  their  Phivijueoe.     Our  Saviour  consid* 
ers  them  as  his  relations ;  regards  them  as  his  kin- 
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From  the  expLmatton:  of  the  words  which  has  been 
given,  we  derive  four  interesting  reflections  \  with 
which  we  shall  conduder 

The  Hrst  leads  us  to  adoaire  the  grace  and  conde><r 
scension  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  When  we  look 
into  the  world,  we  find  those  of  rank  and  consequence 
detaching  themselves  as  much  as  possible  from  those 
below  them  ;  they  are  ashamed  tabe  toafuniliar  with 
their  inferiors,  though  the  inferiority  consists  m  things 
which  possess  very  little^  if  any,  real*  and  intrinsical 
excellency.  Why  should  a  man  think  me  beneath 
him,  because  he  has  a  greater  abundance  of  ^^  thick 
^  clay  ?"  Is  wealth  dignity  ?  ^^  Silver  and  gold  have 
^  I  none,"  says  Peter  ^  so- then  a.  msm  may  be-an  iur* 
spired  apostle  and  able  ta  work  miracles,  and  be  poor. 
^  Foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  Jhave 
^^  nests,  while  the  Son  of  man.  hath  not  where  to  lay 
^^  his  head/'  says  our  Saviour  ;  a  persoa  therefore  may 
be  the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  ex- 
press image  of  his  persoa ;  and  be  destitute  of  world^ 
ly  possessions.  Why  should  a  man  swell  ^  he  passes. 
by  me,  because  he  wears  ^  title  l, 

<*  Pigmies  are  Pi^^mies  stiJU  though,  perch'd  on  Alps  ! 
^  And  Pyramids  are  Pyramids  in  vales.^' 

T^e  a  Prince ;  he.has  only  five  senses,  he  is.  made  of 
dust,  and  is  returning  to  it  again,,  aud  in  that  very 
4^y  bis  thoughts  perish.  See  those  who  springing 
i^om  obscurity  have  soared  high  in  worldly  success  \ 
bow  unwilling  are  they  to  be  found  ip  company  with 
their  kindred  who  remaia  in  indigence  !  how  eager 
are  they  to  conceal,  the  rdajdoa  !  Bujt  here  is  a  subject 

of  wonder,  which  may  well  lead  us  to  exdaim^  ^  liord, 
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•*  frcmi  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  ti«r 
<<  Lord."  And  by  and  by  it  will  be  perfea  and  en- 
tire, lacking  nothing.  "When  he  shall  appear  we 
«<  shall  be  IHce  him^  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  as." 
The  likeness  will  be  extended  to  the  whole  man ;  he 
<*  shall  change  this  vHe  body,  that  it  may  be  fashion- 
«'  ed  like  unto  hb  glorious  body,  according  to  the 
^  mighty  working  whereby  he  is  able  even  to  subdue 
<^  all  things  unto  himself/' 

By  claiming  them  as  his  kindred,  he,  Secondly,  con- 
fers honor  upon  them.  It  is  always  glorious  to  be* 
long  to  persons  of  illustrious  endowments,  and  who  are 
the  admiration  of  the  age.  It  is  in  our  favor  to  have 
it  known  that  we  are  in  the  number  of  their  friends 
and  are  prited  by  them  ;  it  shews  their  opinion  of  us, 
and  it  is  supposed  th&t  tiieir  esteem  will  not  be  wasted 
upon  woithlessness.  Their  own  connections  have  the 
greatest  opportunities  of  improvement  by  them  ;  and 
often  gratuitously  obtain  credit  for  qualities  which 
they  never  possess.  By  relative  union  we  seem  to 
have  a  right  to  appropriate  some  of  their  talents  and 
virtues ;  some  of  their  lustre  is  unavoidaWy  reflected 
upon  those  who  stand  near  these  polished  bodies.  Per- 
sons have  been  anxious  to  go  even  far  back,  to  claim 
relation  to  some  extraordinary  characters.  How  would 
some  of  you  feel  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  kindred 
•of  the  King  who  is  called  the  fountain  of  honour  ? 
This  was  the  glory  of  James  and  Joses  and  Simeon 
and  Judas,  who  were  the  Iwrethren  of  our  Lord.  This 
"Was  the  honour  vouchsafed  to  Mary  his  mother,  and 
for  which  all  generations  shall  call  her  blessed.  Think 
of  being  the  mother  of  One,  who  m  as  the  image  of 


5*R.  ixfv.J  The  Family  of  our  ttfrd  47* 

tnis*  Is  divine  audience  a  priviledge  ?  TUs  is  connecN 
led  with  obedience.  ^^  God  faeareth  not  sinners  ;  but 
"^  if  a  man  be  a  worshipper  of  God  and  doth  his  will^ 
^^  him  he  heareth/'  Is  an  assurance  of  immortality  a 
privilege  ?  This  is  connected  with  obedience.  **  The 
^^  world  passeth  away  and  the  lusts  thereof,  but  he  that 
^  doeth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for  ever.*'  Is  a  un- 
ion with  the  family  of  Jesus  Christ  a  privilege  ?  This 

is  connected  with  obedience.  ^^3ehold  my  motb- 
*^  er  and  my  brethren  !  For  whosoever  shall  do  the 
"  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  the  same  is 
^  my  brother,  and  sister,  and  mother." 

The  Third  remark  leads  us  to  observe  the  holiness 
of  the  Gospel.  Of  this  we  are  perpetually  reminded* 
It  is  insured  by  its  promises  as  well  as  by  its  commands^ 
by  its  privileges  as  well  as  by  its  duties.  Its  blessings 
however  free,  are  only  to  be  eqoyed  in  a  course  of 
obedience.  The  family  of  Jesus  is  like  heaven  ;  ^^  the 
**  unrighteous'*  are  excluded.  *^  This  is  the  law  of 
^*  the  house  ;  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain  the  whole 
^^  Hmit  thereof  round  about  shall  be  most  holy.  iBe- 
'••  hold  this  is  the  law  of  the  house."  When  he  was 
<upon  earth  he  did  not  seek  to  establish  an  indiscrimi- 
nate empire,  or  to  draw  a  large  heterogeneous  mass 
after  him  ;  his  fan  was  in  his  hand ;  by  the  applica- 
tion of  various  tests  he  selected  those  who  foUowed 
him  from  principle  and  inclination,  and  drove  back  the 
trowardly,  the  mercenaty,  the  false-hearted.  What! 
can  the  brethren  of  lesus  Christ  be  earthly,  sensual, 
de^nlish  ?  "  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  of  one 
**  spirit.'*  And  "  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
^^  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his."    And  therefore  they  wh0 
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genius  and  sensibiUty,  viewing  the  pifture  cf  a  motheri^ 

<*  Faithful  remembrancer  of  one  io  dear,** 


recalling  nuternal  smiles,  and  the  dress  in  whidi  witk 
blessings  she  dismissed  him  to  school,  forgetting  a  thou* 
sand  other  things,  but  remembering  her  ^nightly  visits,** 
her  ^^  morning  bounties,"  her  ^^  constant  flow  of  love  that 
^  knew  no  fall !''  But  no  mother  was  ever  so  dear  to  an 
admiring  duld,  as  his  disciples  are  to  the  Saviour.  Eve- 
ry thing  is  defedive  in  holding  forth  his  love  4  never 
was  love  so  tender,  never  was  love  so  tried;  it  was 
stronger  than  death;  it  passeth  knowledge.  See  it 
when  he  was  upon  earth.  His  little  fiiauly  with  which 
he  was  surrounded,  was  a  fair  spedmen  of  his  people 
in  all  ages.  How  kindly  he  bore  with  their  infirmi* 
ties!  with  what  gentleness  he  reproved  them!  with 
what  eagerness  he  encouraged  them !  with  what  £ree^ 
dom  he  unbosomed  himself  to  them !  ^^  And  loving 
^^  his  own  who  were  in  the  world,  he  loved  them  un- 
"  to  the  end,**  and  gave  proof  of  it  by  washing  their 
feet,  and  then  dying  for  them,  by  which  he  proclaim- 
ed, that  he  considered  nothing  too  low  for  him  to  do, 
nothing  too  painful  for  him  to  suffer  for  their  sakes. 

Fourthly,  Since  he  declares  them  to  be  his  rela- 
tions, he  will  provide  for  them.  "  If  any  provide  not 
^^  for  his  own,  and  especially  for  those  of  his  own 
^^  house,  he  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is  worse  than 
'^  an  infidel/'  And  will  he  incur  a  reproach  which 
he  so  severely  condemns  ?  It  was  well  for  the  patriarch 
and  his  sons,  in  the  famine  which  raged  all  over  the 
country,  tliat  they  had  one  so  nearly  allied  to  them, 
who  reigned  over  the  land  of  Egypt,   and  had  the 
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brethren.  Do  not  envy  the  \vorld,  it  is  a  rc^oftck 
to  your  family  ;  you  are  placed  in  a  higher  ordec  tfaaki 
ihey;  you  have  better  titles,  honours,. riches,  pleasr 
ures.  Rejoice  aud  glory  in  the  connection;  under » 
sense  of  your  unworthiness,  let. the  thought  of  it  re- 
vive you ;  under  the  reproach  of  the  woiM,  let  thft 
thought  of  it  animate  you  ;  let  them  viUify,  let  them' 
cast  out  your  name  as  evil;  He  is  yours  and  you  are 
his,  and  you  are  predous  in  lus  sight.  And,  finally^ 
let  it  reconcHe  yon  to  death  :  cheririi  the  pleasing,'  the 
familiar  notion  of  it,  which  the  words  of  your  Lord 
supply.    It  is  only  GOING  HOME,  and.  Home 

"  Is  the  \o\*d  retreat  of  peace  and  plenty  ; 
^  Where  supporting  add  supported* 
^  Polished  friends  and  dear  relations 
<'  Meet  and  mingle  into  bliss.** 

Such  is  an  earthly  residence.  What  is  heaven  ?  Whjft 
will  our  Father's  house  be,  where  all  tlte  dear  mem*. 
bers  of  the  family  will  be  asseinbled  together  ?  Why 
do  you  wish  to  be  detained  from  home  ?  How  unnat- 
ural to  long  to  be  always  strangers  and  pilgrims  upon 
earth  1  How  unaccountable  is  the  aversicm  you  express 
to  a  messenger,  which  comes  only  **to  gather  you 
**  unto  your  own  people !"  If  persons  loved  not  to 
travel,  surely  one  thing  would  reconcile  them  to  it, 
the  prospeft  of  home;,  especially  if  their  dearest 
^end  was  gone  before,  and  had  promised  to  be  there 
to  receive  him.  And  if  the  thought  of  leaving  some 
few  behind  pained  them,  they  would  be  relieved  from 
much  of  the  distress,  if  they  knew  that  these  friends 
would  soon,  very  soon  follow,  and  that  probably  they 


Again ;  since  he  regards  them  as  his  brethren^  his 
sisters,  his  mother,  he  will  keep  up  an  intercourse 
with  them.  He  will  correspond  with  them  by  means 
of  his  word,  and  many  a  precious  epbtle  will  they  re^ 
ceive  from  him,  unfidding  the  sentiments  of  his  heart, 
and  telling  them  where  he  now  is,  and  what  he  is  pre- 
paring for  them.  He  will  also  come  to  see  them ;  he 
will  peculiarly  visit  them  in  trouble ;  he  is  a  ^  Fiiend 
•*  born  for  adversity.**  "  And  better  is  a  neighbour 
**  that  is  near,  than  a  brother  that  is  far  oSl*'  ^^  When 
^  thou  passest  through  the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee, 
^  and  through  the  floods  they  shall  not  overflow  thee : 
*^  when  thou  passest  through  the  fire  thou  shalt  not  be 
"  burned,  neither  shall  the  flames  Idndle  upon  thee." 
For, 

Finally,  he  will  defend  thorn.  When  Moses  went 
forth  and  **  saw  one  of  his  brethren  suffer  wrong,  he 
"  defended  him,  and  avenged  him  that  was  oppressed, 
**  and  smote  the  Egyptian.'*  We  see  how  Esther  ex- 
erted herself  to  preserve  from  the  malice  of  Haman 
her  nation  and  her  uncle's  house ;  "  How  can  I  endure 
**  to  see  the  destruftion  of  my  kindred."  And  will 
the  Saviour  be  an  unconcerned  speftator  of  the  dan- 
gers of  his  people !  Let  their  enemies  beware ;  in  op- 
posing them  they  persecute  him  ;  he  that  toucheth 
them,  touching  the  apple  of  his  eye.  No  weapon 
formed  against  them  shall  prosper.  Their  Redeemer 
is  mighty,  and  he  will  plead  their  cause.  "  Happy  art 
"  thou,  O  Israel :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  sa- 
**  ved  by  the  Lord,  the  shield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is 
**  the  sword  of  thine  excellency !  and  thine  enemies 
**  shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  shalt  tread 
*^  upon  their  high  places.** 
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<^  what  is  man  that  thou  art  nundful  of  him,  or  th^ 
^  son  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him  ?*'  See  lum  that 
has  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  the  King  of 
Idngs  and  Lord  of  Lords,  stooping  from  his  glorious 
majesty,  looking  to  him  that  is  poor,  searclung  for  hia 
connections  who  dwell  in  houses  of  day,  and  desirout 
of  publishing  the  rels^tion.  See  him  ^  stretching  forth 
^  his  hand  towards  his  disciples,"  and  saying  ^  Be- 
^  hold  my  mother  and  my  brethren  !  For  w&osoeveip 
M  shall  dp  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heave% 
^  the  same  i^  my  brother  and  sister,  and  mother.'' 

The  Second  remark  leads  U3  to  contemplate  the  isf 
demnities  and  advantages  of  religion^  It  is  readily  ac- 
knowledged, that  in  following  the  Son  of  God,  we 
must  deny  ourselves  and  take  up  our  cross  \  a  success^ 
ion  of  painful  services  will  be  required  of  us  ;  various 
sacrifices  are  indispensable.  '^  But  verily  there  is  a 
**  reward  for  the  righteous."  Godliness  is  profitable 
^^  unto  all  things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now 
**  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come/'  "  Then  Peter 
^'  said,  Lo,  we  have  left  all,  and  followed  thee.  And 
"  He  said  unto  them.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  there  is 
^'  no  man  that  hath  left  house,  or  parents,  or  breth- 
*'  ren,  or  wife,  or  children,  for  the  Kingdom  of  God's 
'^  sake,  who  shall  not  receive  manifold  more  in  this 
*^  present  time,  and  in  the  world  to  come  life  everlast- 
^'  ing/*  It  is  no  easy  thing  to  pursue  the  will  of  God 
inflexibly  to  the  end  ;  the  performance  of  it  in  n^i- 
ny  cases  will  deprive  us  of  friends,  create  us  enemies^ 
and  draw  upon  us  reproach.  But  it  will  never  suffer 
us  to  repent  of  our  engagement  j  it  requires  of  ns 
nothing  mean ;  it  withholds  from  us  nothing  glori* 
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tlischarge  you'  from  obedience,  and  pronuse  yoa  Beoui* 
ty,  belie  every  word  of  the  BiUe,  and  oppose  the  'Ve- 
ry design  of  religion,  which  is  by  sanctificadon  to  assim* 
ilate  man  to  the  image  of  God.  If  therefore  you  val- 
ue the  connection,  and  are  desirous  of  entering  this- 
family,  remember  there  is  only  one  way  of  access  ■•  to 
it.  Do  not  imagine  you  can  aiude  the  determinatioa 
of  our  Savtbur,  and  enjoy  the  privilege  without  the 
character  of  his  disdples.  But  if  this  be  the  only  way 
of  admission,  it  stands  open  to  alL  Did  your  alliance 
depend  upon  g;enius,  literature,  affluent,  6t  office, 
many  of  you  must  despair.  But  his  hmVLj  is  not  of 
this  world.  From  the  hope  of  the  Gospel  none  are 
excluded,  but  those  iVho  wickedly  exclude  themselves. 
**  Therefore  as  He  who  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so  be 
*•  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation  :'*  and  pray 
with  David,  "  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will,  for  thou  art 
my  God  ;  thy  Spirit  is  good ;  lead  me  into  the 
land  of  uprightness,*'  and  then  you  may  be  assured 
of  your  inclusion,  whatever  be  your  talents,  whatever 
be  your  circumstances.  For  whosoever  shall  do  the 
<*  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  the  same  is 
**  my  brothef ,  and  sister  and  mother.*' 

The  Fourth  reflection  leads  us  to  enforce  upon 
Christians  the  duty  derived  from  their  alliance.  Re- 
member th;it  you  ate  "  no  more  strangers  and  fbr- 
•^  eigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of 
**  THE  HOUSEHOLD  OF  GOD."  "Walk  wotthy  of  the  vo- 
cation wherewith  you  arc  called.  Demean  yourselves 
as  the  relations  of  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory.  Let 
brotherly  love  continue.  Let  there  be  no  strife  be 
twcen  you  and  your  fellow  Christians,  for  yoii  are 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


nfnE  Author  of  the  annexed  Sermon,  is  not  a  Member  o^ 
the  Association  before  whom  it  was  delivered.  But  his  coa- 
lition is  prevented  by  distance  otly*  Were  he  contiguously 
situated,  he  should  esteem  co-operation  his  duty  and  his  priv« 
ilege  -:  for  nothing  can  be  more  consistent  i^ith  his  convic- 
tionsy  than  the  importance  of  the  object ;  or  more  congen^ 
iai  to  his  feelings,  than  the  fiberality  of  the  plan,  by  which  this 
union  is  distinguished.  Hence,  being  invited  to  preacfa'at  one 
of  its  meetings,  he  ni6st  readily  complied.  • 

But  he  acknowledges  he  did  not  consent  t6  publish  so  wil* 
lingly,  notwithstanding  the  eaVnest  and  unanimous  request  of 
his  christian  friends,  and  his  brethren  in  the  ministry.  Ae 
was  aware  of  some  considerable  difference  between  the  claimB 
of  a  Sermon  preached  and  a  Sermon  published.  In  the  for- 
mer,  a  freedom  occasionally  bordering  on  colloquial,  may  be 
readily  allowed,  and  even  at>plauded :  while  the  same  com- 
mendation or  even  apology  will  not  be  conceded  in  the  latter. 

It  is  a  very  desirable,  but  not  a  very  easy  thing  to  give  die 
effect  of  novelty  to  well-known  and  famiUar  truth.  Some  lit- 
tle sacrifices  of  refinement,  even  fastidious  criticism  would 
surely  tolerate,  to  excite  in  the  mass  of  hearers  that  intereH 
which  will  secure  attention  and  aid  recollection.  What  by 
its  dullness  composes  the  mind ;  what  by  its  -a^oddme^ 
slides  off  from  it ;  what  by  its  subtilty  evaporated  in  die  merp 
act  of  hearing  will  do  little  good.  Scfmething^  must  strike 
and  penetrate,  and  remain  :  something  must  be  taken  away^ 
\vhich  the  individual  will  think  of  when  alone,  and  talk  of 
when  in  company.  The  words  of  the  wise%  says  Solomon , 
are  as  goads  and  as  fuuls  fastened  by  the  masters  of  assemblies. 
iS^othing  is  m<trt  to  be  guarded  a^rat  ^%3x  «.  x»ssa.  ^^»&isC 
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nuy  past  upon  the  road  the  vehicle  destined  to  bring 
them.  Christians!  what  you  have  found  most  like 
home  below  has  been  the  sanchiary.  There  you  held 
commuDlon  with  your  heavenly  Father,  and  embra- 
ced your  friends  and  companions  in  his  presence,  and 
for  "  their  sakes"  you  said,  *'  Peace  be  within  thee." 
There  you  longed  to  appear,  and  yoxx  found  it  good 
to  be  there.  But  as  the  blessedness  was  imperfe^,  so 
it  was  transient.  You  blended  with  few,  and  soon 
separated  to  mix  with  others  very  diflerentJy  minded. 
fiut  when  you  ascend  and  enter  your  Father's  house 
ibove,  you  wU  never  more  go  out ;  you  will  join  the 
general  assembly,  and  *'  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord." 
**  Vfhet^an  comfort  one  anotlier  with  these  wwds.'* 


JlBVS&TISKMSNT.  ^ 


]>re2ft:hin'g,  and  the 'circuUtioQ  of  plain  practical  tracts -on 
ligious  subjects  ;  acrd  by  cherishing,  afnong  pious  people  of 
different  denominations,  that  mutual  affection  which  is  pow-- 
erfully  inculcated  by  the  ^spel  of  our^Lord  Jesus.  Christ. 

^^  It  differs,  however,  from  most  Religfious  Associations  ia 
this  respect— ^that  it  excludes  from  co-optfHItion  in  its  mea- 
sures, no  person,  of  what  denomination  -soever,  who  professes 
to  receive  the  Bible  ks  the  revealed  willosf  fiod,  and  agrees 
wi^  the  members  in  dirs  views  of  such  docttines  as  they  be- 
lieve to  be  esseiitiai  to  salvation^  if  his  moral  and  religioon 
conduct  proves  the  sincerity  of  his  profession. 

^'  The  Ministers  and  private  Christians  who  thus  associate^ 
neither  renounce  nor  conceal  those  sentiments  in  which  they 
differ  one  from  another ;  but  they  limit  their  united  meas- 
ures to  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  knowledge  and  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  those  important  doctrines  in  which  they  hearti- 
ly agree.- — Such  are — ^Thc  prober  Deity  of  the  Son  and  of  tfee 
Spirit  of  God  ;  with  the  necessity  of  atonement  for  sin  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Chi^iat,  and  of  holiness  *in  heart  and  life  thro^ 
the  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  Salvation  of  Man. 

**  Hence  it  is  evitdent,  that  this  Christian  Union  is  neither 
designed  to  advance  the  interest  6f  any  sect  or  party  of  relig- 
ious people  in  paiticulsiCr,  nor  to  oppose  any  ^ing  among  those 
who  agree  in  the  belief  lif  the  doctrines  that  have  been  speci- 
fied. They  avoid  accordingly,  to  ^interfere  with  congrega- 
tions to  whom  these  tFliths  are  statedly  preached  ;  and  they 
prefer  those  seasons  for  imparting  r^igious  instructions,  when 
there  would  not,  otherwise,  be  any  public  woi^hip  in  the  vi- 
cinity. 

"  With  the  propagation,  or  the  suppdrtof  any  system  of  pol" 
iticsy  the  Union  of  Christians  has  nothing  to  do.  The  injunc- 
tions of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  to  "  pray  for  Kings  and  for  aH 
who  are  in  authority,  that  we  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably, 
in  all  godliness  and  honesty,'*  is  conscientiously  fulfilled  by  its 
members.  If  any  of  them  should  be  found  to  teach  or  practice 
the  contrary,  he  would  be  excluded  from  furth^  -cohflexion 
Wth  them. 
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buds;  the  blossoms  are  succeeded  by  fruit;  and  the 
fruit  swells,  colors,  and  matures  against  the  perfect' 
day.  All  this  is  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  sun ; 
and— <he  sun  is  glorified  in  our  fields  and  gardens. 
An  architect  rears  an  edifice.  It  is  admired  for  its 
beauty,  or  its  grandeur  by  all  who  inspect  it.  But  the 
praise  belongs  to  the  builder,  not  to  the  building ;  and 
the  workman  is  glorified  in  the  work.  A  bene£ictor 
takes  a  youth  in  all  the  rudeness  of  ignorance.  lie 
awakens  and  cultivates  his  powers.  He  adorns  him 
with  science ;  he  forms  him  into  character ;  and  sends 
him  forth  to  serve  his  generation ;  and — the  tutor  is 
glorified  in  the  pu^nl.  The  Saviour  of  rinners  is  the 
maker  of  all  things ;  *'  all  things  were  made  by  him,- 
and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made.''  And  he  is  glorified  in  all.  Impressions  of  his 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness  are  left,  upon  the 
largest  and  the  least :  *'  All  his  works  pruse  him." 
And  is  he  less  glorified  in  the  new  creation  than  in 
the  old?  Has  he  not  said,  "Behold  I  create  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth ;  and  the  former  shall  not  be 
remembered  nor  come  into  mind  ?"  If  believers  were 
once  in  darkness,  and  He  opened  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
standing :  if  they  were  once  in  the  bondage  of  corrupt 
tion,  and  He  made  them  free :  if  they  were  once 
degraded  and  perishing  in  all  the  ruins  of  the  fell,  and 
He  made  them  an  eternal  excellency,  the  joy  of  many 
generations — it  undeniably  follows  that  he  is  glorified 
in  them.  Hence  he  s^d,  *'  This  people  havel  formed 
for  myself,  they  shall  shew  forth  my  praise.  They 
shall  be  called  trees  of  righteousness,  the  planting  of 
the  Lord  that  he  may  be  glorified.  I  will  places  sidva- 
tion  in  Jacob  for  Israel  my  glory." 
B 
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preisive  correctness,  that  will  subject  a  prefer  to  the  reflec- 
tion of  i^^iiintilian,  <^  His  greatest  excellency  is^-that  he  has 
no  fault ;  and  his  greatest  fault  is — that  he  has  no  excellency.*' 
It  was  the  wish  of  dibse  who  by  theii*  bandid  importuni^, 
have  rendered  themselves  responsible  to  the  public  (or  thb 
publication,  that  the  discourse  should  retain  the  boldness  and 
vivacity  of  popular  and  free  address,  and  be  presented  as  it 
was  delivered.  This  the  author  has  been  enabled  to  do  per- 
fecdy,  as  the  sermon  was  secured,  in  short  hand. 

The  Author  hopes  the  setmon  iriU-iappear  to  possess  Me 
cliCim— /f  bears  mudh  on  the  state -of  modem  prqfesnon.  And 
from  letters  he  received  after  the  deliveiy,  the  preacher  had 
the  satisfactionsto  find^  that  it  had  displeased  at  class  of  hear- 
ers, wh6». however  evangelical  a  minister^  doctrine  may  5e, 
will  be  sure  to. condemn  him  as  soon  as  ever  he  attempts  to 
advance  principles  from  the  creed  into  the  conscience,  and  to 
bring  down  religion  from  speculation  to  practice.  A  sermon 
Ynust  be  wanting  in  fitness  or  application,  that  awakens  no  feel- 
ings in  the  auditor  either  against  the  preacher  or  against  him- 
self. Happy  are  they  who  come  to  the  house  of  God,  and 
return  from  it  in  the  spirit  of  Elihi^  and  of  David.  That 
which. I  see  not  teach  thou  me  :  If  I  have  done  inifuiti/,  I 
will  do  no  more.  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart  : 
try  me  and  know  my  thoughts  ;  and  see  if  there  he  any  wick^ 

ed  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  of  life  everlasting. 

Amen. 

As  the  following  discourse  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  some 
who  may  desire  additional  information  concerning  the  Union, 
it  may  be  eligible  to  insert  a  brief  account,  published  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  furnished  on  its  behalf  by  the  Secreta- 
ry to  the  Society,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hillyard,  of  Bedford. 

**  This  Religious  Association  was  fortned  at  Bedford  Oct. 
31,  1797,  under  the  tide  of  The  Union  or  Christians. 

"  In  common  with  various  Religious  Associations  in  this 
country,  it  has  solely  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  Chris- 
tianity.   It  endeavours  to  attain  this  end,  by  the   means  of 
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]>re2ft:hinjQ^,  and  the 'cifcul^ioQ  of  plain  practicSil  tracts -^cm 
ligious  subjects  ;  acrd  by  cherishing,  afnong  pious  people  of 
different  denominations,  that  mutual  affection  which  is  pow-- 
erfully  inculcated  by  the  ^spel  of  our^rd  Jesus.  Christ. 

^^  It  differs,  however,  from  most  Religious  Associations  ia 
/Ai«  respect— ^that  it  excludes  from  co-opclttdon  in  its  mea- 
sures, no  person,  of  what  denomination  -soever,  who  professes 
to  receive  the  Bible  ks  the  revealed  will^f  fiod,  and  agrees 
wi^  the  members  in  ^lib  views  of  such  docttines  as  they  be- 
lieve to  be  essential  to  salvation^  if  his  moral  and  religiouii 
conduct  proves  the  sincerity  of  his  profession. 

^'  The  Ministers  and  private  Christians  who  thus  associate^ 
neither  renounce  nor  conceal  those  sentiments  in  which  they 
differ  one  from  another ;  but  they  limit  their  united  meas- 
ures to  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  knowledge  and  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  those  important  doctrines  in  which  they  hearti- 
ly agrec.-^Such  are — The  prcJper  Deity  of  the  Sonandof  t^e 
Spirit  of  God  ;  with  the  necessity  of  atonement  for  sin  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  of  holiness 'in  heart  and  life  thro^ 
the  operation  of  the  Hbly  Ghost  for  the  Salvation  of  Man. 

**  Hence  it  is  evident,  -that  this  -Christian  Union  i%  neither 
designed  to  advance  the  interest  bf  any  sect  or  party  of  relig- 
ious people  in  particulsiCr,  nor  to  oppose  any  Aing  among  those 
who  agree  in  the  belief  i^f  the  doctrines  that  have  been  speci- 
fied. They  avoid  accordingly,  to  interfere  with  congrega- 
tions to  whom  these  tFliths  are  statedly  preached  ;  and  they 
prefer  those  seasons  for  imparting  religious  instructions,  when 
there  would  not,  otherwise,  be  any  public  woi^hip  in  the  vi- 
cinity. 

"  With  the  propagation,  or  the  suppdrtof  any  system  of  pol^ 
iticsy  the  Union  of  Christians  has  nothing  to  do.  The  hajunc- 
tions  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  to  "  pray  for  Kings  and  for  aH 
who  are  in  authority,  that  we  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably^ 
in  all  godliness  and  honesty,'*  is  conscientiously  fulfilled  by  its 
members.  If  any  of  them  should  be  found  to  teach  or  practice 
the  contrary,  he  would  be  excluded  from  furth^  ooMexioa 
•with  tHem. 
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^  Conntteiidf  with  mch  pruidplcs  sad  coadnit,  tfi^IunNe 
lutheilb been  bvoored  wiA  die approbgdoii  of  fnoos-aadbei* 
^MTOleiit  pewons^  of  every  denomintiop»  in  their  own  adgh« 
borfaood  I  and  even  widi  die  fHcndfy  aasbtnoiee  of  otben  in 
nore  (fistmn  sitiuilioiii*  It  b  dao  incwmbeiit  upm  diem- 1» 
acknowledge,  with  gradCode  aftd  humili^,  diat  it  btm  plea- 
ked  God  to  prosper  their  cndeavots  to  serve  Hiai.  Maajr 
profligate  linncrs  hata  been  reclaimed  i  and,  aspedaBy  a^ 
mong  the  poor,  an  increattng  attention  to  Ae  knowledge  and 
die  practice  of  die  Goifiel  baa  been  caritedk'^ 
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THE  SAYIOUI^  GLORIFIED  IN  HIS  PEOPLE* 


/  AH  cioRirrED  IN  ri7£iv.^— JohOi  x%n.  10. 


WHO  in  this  congregation  Uves  without  prayer  ?— 

This  is  a  question  which  it  is  impossible  for  your 
preacher  to  determine*  But,  in  so  hurge  an  assembly^ 
there  are  probably  some,  if  not  many  of  this  unhappy 
description  :  and  if  he  knew  where  you  werig  sitting, 
he  would  look  towards  you  not  w^th  anger,  but  with 
pity,  and  say — ^^  My  dear  hearerSj-r-You  may  be  re- 
spectable in  your  char2v:ter  :  you  may  be  caressed  by 
your  connections ;  you  may  be  prosperous  in  your  se- 
cular concerns — ^but  you  are  living  without  God  in 
the  world  j  you  are  strangers  to  your  duty,  your  hon- 
or, your  happiness ;  you  are  wholly  unlike  Him  whom 
as  Christians  we  profess  to  resemble,  and  who  is  per- 
petually calling  upon  us  to  follow  his  example/' 

——If  you  can  live  without  prayer.  He  <;ould  not. 
1^  In  the  days  of  his  flesh  he  offei:ed  u^  \|»i^T^  *v^ 
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suppUcalionS)  with  strong  crying  and  tears  unto  hin^ 
that  was  able  to  save  Mm  from  death,  and  was  heard 
in  that  he  feared/' 

In  the  sacred  history  we  often  read  of  his  praying : 
but  the  Holy  Ghost  has  more  fully  recorded  and  signaU 
ized  the  prayer  contuned  in  the  chapter  before  us.  It 
was  delivered  in  the  open  air  just  as  he  was  going  to 
su£fer.  He  had  left  the  communion  chamber:  and 
was  approaching  the  garden  of  Gethsemane.  He  pau- 
sed near  Cedron.  The  hum  of  the  adjoining  metrc^ 
clis  was  diminished.  It  was  towards  midnight.  The 
moon  was  walking  in  brightness ;  it  was  at  fuIL  He 
was  now  to  take  an  affectionate  farewell  of  his  imme- 
diate disciples,  who  stood  around  himri^weeping.  He 
considered  them  as  the  depositories  of  his  truth,  and 
the  representatives  of  his  church  in  all  ages;  and 
^Mifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven''  he  commends  them 
to  the  blessing  of  his  Father,  and  our  Father,  his  God, 
and  our  God.  And  behold  the  principal  argument  on 
which  his  intercession  rests.  ^*  AU  mine  are  thine,  and 
thine  are  mine,  and  I  am  glorified  in  them.''  ^*  What- 
ever is  done  for  my  people  is  done  for  me.  It  will 
advance  my  honor."    I  am  glorified  in  them. 

Let  us  endeavour  to  exemplify  the  truth  of  this 
sentiment,  and  shew,  in  six  ways,  how  Christ  is 

GLORIFIED  IN  CHRISTIANS. 

L     He  is  glorified  in  them  by  the  derivation  of 

ALL  THEIR  EXCELLENCIES  FROM  HIM. 

What  a  change  do  wc  annually  witness  in  nature. 
After  a  few  months  of  wintery  dreariness  and  deso« 
lation,  the  enlivening  spring  returns.  The  ground  is 
decked  in  green.    The  flowers  appear  on  the  earth. 

The  trees  assume  th^it  ioi&ai^^^^  Th^  teaves  guard  the 
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buds ;  the  blossoms  are  succeeded  by  fruit ;  and  the 
fruit  swells,  colors,  and  matures  against  the  perfect: 
day.  All  tlds  is  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  sun ; 
and-^he  sun  is  glorified  in  our  fields  and  gardens. 
An  architect  rears  an  edifice*  It  is  admired  for  its 
beauty,  or  its  grandeur  by  all  who  inspect  it.  But  the 
praise  belongs  to  the  builder,  not  to  the  building ;  and 
the  workman  is  glorified  in  the  work.  A  benefactor 
takes  a  youth  in  all  the  rudeness  of  ignorance.  He 
awakens  and  cultivates  his  powers.  He  adorns  him 
with  science ;  he  forms  him  into  character ;  and  sends 
him  forth  to  serve  his  generation ;  and — :the  tutor  is 
glorified  in  the  pupil,  llie  Saviour  of  sinners  is  the 
maker  of  all  things ;  ^'  all  things  were  made  by  him,^ 
and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was 
made.''  And  he  is  glorified  in  all.  Impressions  of  his 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness  are  left,  upon  the 
largest  and  the  least :  ^'  All  his  works  praise  him/' 
And  is  he  less  glorified  in  the  new  creation  than  in 
the  old?  Has  he  not  said,  *^^hold  I  create  new 
heavens  ai^d  a  new  earth ;  2^ld  the  former  shall  not  be 
remembered  nor  come  into  mind  ?''  If  believers  were 
once  in  darkness,  and  He  opened  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
standing :  if  they  were  once  in  the  bondage  of  corrupt 
tion,  and  He  made  them  free :  if  they  were  once 
degraded  and  perishing  in  all  the  ruins  of  the  fiill,  and 
He  m^e  them  an  eternal  excellency,  the  joy  of  many 
generations — ^it  undeniably  follows  that  he  is  glorified 
in  them.  Hence  he  said,  ^.'  This  people  have  I  formed 
for  myself,  they  shall  shew  forth  my  pndse.  They 
shall  be  called  trees  of  righteousness,  the  planting  of 
the  Lord  that  he  may  be  glorified.  I  will  place  salva- 
tion in  Jacob  fgr  Israel  my  glory." 

B 
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All  the  subjects  of  divine  grace  are  made*  seosibl^  of 
this  truth.  In  hb  name  they  rejoice.  In  his  i^t^ 
eousness  they  are  exsilted.  They  know  that  by  his 
stripes  they  are  healed.  They  know  that  from  his 
fullness  they  receive  grace  for  grace^  And  as  Joab, 
when  Rabbah  was  ready  to  (all,  sends  to  David  his 
sovereign  to  assume  the  honor,  ^*  least,''  says  he,  ^^  the 
city  be  taken  and  be  called  after  my  nan^;"  so  the 
christian  is  concerned  that  his  Lord  and'  Saviour  should 
wear  the  glory  of  all  his  attainments  and  achievementSt 
*^  If  I  have  performed  a  duty  properly.  He  enabled  me 
to  discharge  it.  If  I  have  borne  a  trial  becomingly. 
He  enabled  me  to  endure  it.  If  |  have  vanquished  an 
^nemy,  H£  enabled  me  to  overcome  it.  We  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us.  Not  unto 
UB,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give 
glory,  for  thy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth's  sake.  Unto 
him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his 
own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto 
God  and  to  his  Father  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen/' 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  as  Christians 
you  should  never  deny  what  he  has  done  for  your 
souls.  Though  you  ought  to  be  humble,  you  equally 
ought  to  be  thankful ;  but  you  cannot  thank  him  for  a 
blessing  he  has  never  conferred,  or  a  work  he  has  nev- 
er accomplished. — And  why  should  you  be  unwilling 
to  acknowledge  it  ?  If  you  can  say.  Whereas  I  was  once 
blind  I  now  see :  and  whereas,  I  \vas  once  dead  in  tres- 
passes a^d  sins  I  am  now  walking  in  newness  of  life— 
You  are  not  praising  the  subject,  but  the  author  ;  and 
H^  is  glorified  in  you. 

JL    He  is  glorified  m  their  holy  walk. 


a  his  Peopki  i 

Dr.  Watts  has  well  observed-!— 

Thus  ihill  we  best  proclaim  abroad, 
The  honors  of  our  Saviour  God; 
When  tbe  salvation  rci^s  villiin, 
And  grace  aiitxUies  the  power  of  lin. 

.These  lines  refer  to  the  address  of  PaUl  to  littisi 
*'  Exhott  servants  to  be  obedi'ent  unto  their  own  iri^S' 
ters,  and  to  please  them  well  in  all  things ;  not  an- 
swering again ;  not  purloining,  but  shewing  all  good 
fidelity  ;  that  they  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour  in  all  things.''  I  wish  you  to  notice  this  address 
'the  more,  because  of  the  character  adduced.  It  w  ob- 
servable that  in  the  Illustration  of  his  subject,  tUb 
apostle  docs  not  bring  forward  a  prince,  or  a  nobleman. 
He  does  not  mention  even  a  master — but  a  servant. 
How  eanly  and  commonly  men  deceive  themselves! 
How  many  are  reaily  to  imagine,  that  they  should  d6 
wonders  if  they  were  placed  in  higher  stations,  or  were 
possessed  of  greater  talents !  But  they  forgetj  that,  he 
who  is  not  faithful  in  little  will  never  be  futhftil  in 
ftiuch— that  every  individual,  however  situated  or  en- 
dowed, has  some  inrfluence — that  even  a  servant  may 
roll  away  reproach,  and  recommend'  the  gospel  by  its 
amiable  and  moral  c^eration  in  social  life — even  a  ser- 
vant may  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  **  in 
all  things." 

Upon  the  same  principle  speaks  the  apostle  Pete*-. 
He  supposes  a  case  by  no  means  an  unusual  one.  The 
wife  is  c:il1ed  by  divine  grace  while  the  husband  re- 
mains unconverted.  She  naturally  feels  a  concern  for 
his  salvation.  Her  first  endeavour  is  to  bring  him  un- 
der those  instructions  which  have  proved  us^l  to  het- 
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self.  But  he  refuses  to  hear.  He  w31  not  obey  the 
word  Is  there  then  no  other  moral  expedieoft  J  Says 
the  apostle,  you  may  ^*win  him  without  the  word"* 
^hile  he  beholds  *^ydur  chaste  conversation  coupled 
with  fear,"  and  sees  that  you  are  less  attentive  to  the 
decoration  of  your  persons  than  to  the  cultivation  c£ 
christian  tempers,  and  espedatty  that  ^  ornament  of  a 
meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  in  the  sight  of  God  is 
of  great  price." 

Let  us  ndt  hastily  pass  over  this  part  of  our  subject. 
Profressors  of  i^eligion !  fie  harmless  and  blameless,  the 
sons  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the  midst  of  a  wicked 
and  perverse  nation,  among  whom  ye  shine  as  lights  in 
the  world  "  holding  forth  the  word  of  life."  The  eyes  of 
many  are  upon  you  anxious  to  find  something,  not  to 
remove  their  unhappy  prejudices  but  to  confirm  them. 
Tfiey  judge  of  yotir  religion  by  you.  You  say  this  is 
"unrong.  It  is.  You  appeal  to  the  scripture  ;  but  they 
appeal  to  you  :  and  the  only  estimate  they  form  will 
be  taken  from  the  representations  you  giVe,  and  the 
impressions  you  make.  And  should  not  these  repre^ 
sentations  be  accurate?  Should  not  these  impressions 
be  favorable  ?  Should  not  the  picture  do  some  justice 
to  the  features  of  the  original  it  is  intended  to  hold 
forth  ^and  make  known  ? 

You  well  know  that  the  doctrines  we  preach  are  of- 
ten supposed  to  lead  to  licentiousness,  or  at  least  that 
they  are  not  very  friendly  to  holiness  and  good  works. 
If  the  supposition  was  true,  we  should  deserve,  for  in- 
culcating them,  all  the  reprobation  we  sometimes  meet 
with.  But  we  affirm  it  is  not  true.  We  contend  frbfti 
Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  that  these  are  doctrines  "accord- 
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ing  to  godliness.''  But  after  all — we  must  come  to 
you  for  our  most  striking  proofs.  ^*  Te  are  our  epis- 
ties  known  and  read  of  all  men.'*  When  we  can  ad- 
dress such  cavillers  and  say,  '^  Come  with  us  and  you 
shall  see  these  principles  in  practice.  Behold  these 
advocates  for  evangelical  truth.  See  how  humble  they 
are  under  applause.  See  how  forgiving  they  are  under 
provocation.  See  when  riches  increase,  how  little 
they  set  their  hearts  upon  them.  Enter  their  shops 
and  ware-houses^ — ^see  what  justice  and  Witness  distin- 
guish all  their  dealings.  Enter  their  houses— <ee  what 
cleanliness,  decency,  order  and  harmony  prevail  there. 
See  how  the  wife  reverences  her  husband ;  see  how 
the  husband  loves  his  wife  even  as  Mmself.  See  how 
the  parents  provoke  not  their  children  to  wrath,  but 
train  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 

_  •  ■ 

Lord  ;  see  how  the  children  obey  th^  parents  in  all 
things.  See  how  masters  give  imtb  their  own  ser- 
vants, that  which  is  just  and  equal,  knowing  th&t  th^y 
also  have  a  master  in  heaven  :  see  'how  servants  obey, 
in  all  things,  their  masters  according  to  their  fleshy  not 
with  eye  service  as  men-pleasers,  btxt  in  singleness  of 
heart,  fearing  God."-^When  we  can  appeal  to  facts 
like  these,  we  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish 
mren.  Our  he^trts  are  cncoura^d,  and  our  hands  are 
strengthened.  We  live,  if  ye  stand  fast,  in  the  Lord  ; 
and  Jesus  Christ  looking  down  from  heaven,  says  I  am 
glorified  in  them. 

What  then  are  we  to  think — excuse  the  association 
of  terms — of  these  religious  wretches  whose  tempers 
and  conduct  are  always  at  variance  with  their  preten* 
sions.  *^  One  sinner  destroycth  much  good."  An  un- 
holy professor  of  religion  is  a  judgement  lipon'  the 
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t)hce  in  which  he  lives.  If  I  had  such  chiUracM^  Xo 
address,  I  would  say — By  your  means  the  way  of  ttdth 
is  evil  spoken  of,  and  th^  worthy  name  blaqphem«d  ty 
which  you  are  called.  You  perplex  the  weak  and  yon 
distress  the  strong.  You  strike  your  preachers  dil'ibh. 
You  justify  and  halirden  the  Vncked  in  their  iniquity. 
You  lead  many  to  think  that  all  religion  b  bat  %  sys. 
tern  of  hypocrisy.  The  destruction  <£  thousandl  tirili 
lie  at  your  door.  They  would  long  ago  have  attended 
the  gospel,  but  they  see  that  you  are  not  the  better  for 
your  boasted  doctrines  and  privileges*  Your  servants 
aind  children,  see  in  you  the  same  pride  and  passion  is 
in  others  :  and  witness  the  same  mixture  of  ftn&ity 
prayers  and  quarrels.  Ycfut  neighbors  see  that  you 
are  as  hard-hearted  and  as  close-fisted  as  any  arotind 
you  ;  and  that  while  you  are  talking  of  another  world, 
you  arc  keeping  a  keen  look  out  after  this,  and  are 
largely  endowed  with  what  an  old  divine  calls  "  sav- 
ing knowledge."  O  that  we  could  exclude  you  from 
our  assemblies— or,  as  God  may  give  you  repentance, 
O  that  you  had  invisible  bodies,  and  could  ent^  and 
withdraw  unseen,  that  no  one  might  ever  ima^ne 
you  had  the  least  connection  with  us/' 

III.     He  is  glorified  in  them,  by  the  cheerI'ulS'ess 

OF  THEIR    LIVES. 

All  men  seek  happiness  ;  and  if  they  perceive  that 
you  find,  what  they  seek  after  in  vain  ;  though  they 
turn  from  pleasure  to  wealth,  from  wealth  to  fame, 
from  fame  to  friendship,  from  friendship  to  science — 
this  is  likely  to  awaken  their  attention,  to  conciliate 
their  regard,  and  to  induce  them  to  take  hold  of  the 
skirt  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  saying,  we  will  go  with  you, 
for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  ydu. 
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It  is  commonly  supposed  that  i^eligLon  is  a  mopisl^ 
and  melancholy  thing ;  that  it  prescribes  a  constant 
fiast ;  that  it  requires  us  to  walk  in  a  way  which,  tho' 
it  may  end  in  everlasting  life,  is  full  of  thorns  and  bri- 
ars, and  toads  and  scorpions.  Such  a  prospect  must 
ns^turally  and  unavoidably  terrify  and  disgust.  And 
hence  this  prejudice  will  be  found  to  be  as  injurious, 
as  it  is  common.  For  present  feelings  ^x^  the  most 
powerful.  The  constitution  of  man  is  such  that  he 
must  have  present  gratification.  He  b  thirsty,  an4 
must  drink  :  and  if  there  be  no  fountain  near,  he  will 
kneel  down  to  tjie  puddle.  Now,  would  you  confirm 
a  pr^judic^  so  general  suid  so  fatal  as  this,  by  long  de** 
meu^e  faces  ;  by  sighs  and  groans  as  if  you  were  at  9 
funeral ;  by  your  insensilnlity  to  tl^e  beauties  of  na: 
ture,  and  indifference  to  the  bounties  of  Providence  ; 
by  indulging  those  peevish  fretft^  tempers  which  make 
you  a  continual  dropping  in  a  rainy  day  ;  by  your  sink- 
ing  in  the  day  of  adversity,  and  dra.wing  upon  your- 
self the  reflection  qf  many  an  Eliphaz,  ''  Behold  thoi:^ 
hast  instructed  many,  and  thou  hast  strengthened  the 
weak  h^^nds  ;  thy  words  hs^ve  upholden  him  tliat  was 
falling,  and  thou  hast  strengthened  the  feeble  knees — 
but  now  it  is  come  upon  thee,  and  thou  faintest  ;  it 
toucheth  thee,  and  thou  art  troubled.  Is  not  this  thy 
fear,  thy  confidence,  thy  hope,  and  the  uprightness  of 
thy  way  ?"  Would  you  lead  people  to  think  that  your 
master  is  a  tyrant,  and  his  service  bondage  ?  Would 
you  appear  to  be  less  happy  in  serving  the  Lord  than 
in  serving  sin  ?  Would  you  shew  that  in  exchanging 
the  world  for  the  church,  you  fell  from  liberty  into  a 
dungeon,  and  left  a  fruitful  field  for  a  barren  land,  qr  a 
wilderness  of  drought  ?  \t  n^u^t  needs  be  tl^t  ofl^nces 
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come  ;  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  oSence 
cometh  !  Be  alive  my  brethren  to  your  duty^  if  not 
to  your  privileges  :  and  render  your  religion  as  attrac- 
tive as  it  is  important. 

1  go  back  to  the  primitive  christians — Tbcy  learned 
in  whatsoever  state  they  were  therewith  to  be  content. 
In  every  thing  they  gave  thanks.  If  sorrowful  the)- 
wcre  always  rejoicing.  They  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  wade  through  a  sea  of  soul  trouble  to  author- 
ize them  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  They 
did  not  suffer  a  sense  of  their  unworthiness  and  imper- 
fections, though  it  kept  them  hunihle^*  to  make  them 
miserable  or  to  deprive  them  of  hope.  They  did  not 
torment  themselves  about  futurity,  but  cast  all  their 
care  on  one  who  cared  for  them.  They  did  not  view 
death  as  the  king  of  terrors,  but  as  their  deliverer  and 
their  friend.  The  day  of  judgement  did  not  keep 
them  aghast  ;  they  waited  for  it  and  loved  his  appear- 
ing. Here  I  see  every  thing  as  it  ought  to  be.  After 
this  I  turn  to  modern  professors,  and  here  I  behold  a 
difference  which  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  one  oi 
these  two  principles  :  either  that  Christianity  is  chang- 
ed since  ;  or,  we  do  not  understand  it,  and  receive  it 
as  a  right.  The  former  solution  is  inadmissible.  Je- 
sus Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and  for  ever* 
There  is  the  same  efficacy  in  his  blood.  There  is  the 
same  power  in  his  arm.  There  is  the  same  love  in  his 
heart.  The  promises  are  the  same.  The  throne  of 
grace  is  the  same.  Heaven  is  the  same.  Providence 
is  the  same. — ^No  christians  ;  the  difference  is  to  be 
sought,  not  in  the  system  but  in  yourselves.  Serious- 
ly therefore  examine  your  experience.  Pray  that  you 
may  know  what  is  the  ho^e  of  yoiu:  calling,  and  what 
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h  the  glory  of  the  riches  of  his  inheritance  in  the  saints. 
Be  concerned  to  face  a  reproaching  world  and  with 
boldness  to  tell  theQ),^ 

The  meu  of  grace  have  found 

Glory  begun  below, 
^d  heavenly  fniits  on  earthly  ground| 

From  &ith.  and  hope  will  grow^- 

Shew  that  no  danger  can  terrify  you  i  that  no  k)^ 
can  impoverish  you.  Shew  that  i^  the  reed  £uls,  the 
rock  remains  ^  if  the  dstcrn  be  dried  up,  th.e  fountain 
of  liviag  water  Qpws  on.  Qay  yriik  the  church,  '^  Al- 
though the  fig  tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall 
fruit  be  in  the  vine  :  the  labor  of  the  olive  shall  fail, 
and  the  fields  shall  yi^l4no  meat,  smd  the  flock  shall  be 

•        •  • 

cut  off  from  the  fold,  wd  th^re  shajl  be  no  herd  in 
the.  stalls,  yet  I  will  rej.pice  in  the  Lord»  I  will  joy  in 
the  God  of  my  salvation.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always 
and  again  I  $ay  rejoice." 

ly.    He  b  glorified  in  them  by  their,  readiness 

TO  SUFFER  ^OR  HIS  SAKE. 

It  was  to  the  honor  of  Raehael  that  Jacob  served 
for  her  seven  years,  and  that  his  regard  was  suffipent 
to  tiirn  the  toil  into  pleasure.  It  2jways  tend^  to  the 
praise  of  an  individual  when  those  who  best  know  him, 
are  ready  to  make  any  sacrifices,  or  endure  any  hard- 
ships in  his  service.  The  strength  of  wise  attachment 
implies  great  excellency*  The  impressions  made  by 
character  are  always  the  most  deep  and  wonderful. 
Scarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will  one  die,  yet  perad- 
venture  for  a  good  man  some  would  even  dare  to  die. 
It  is  easy  to  apply  this  to  the  subject  before  us.  It 
reflects  comparatively  but  little  honor  upon  the  Re- 
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deemer  to  follow  him  when  all  is  peaceful  and  mvft^ 
ing  :  but  when  we  are  called  to  deny'  ourselves  aiiA 
take  up  our  cross  ;  to  go  forth  to  him  without  the 
camp  bearing  his  reproach  ;  to  regard  father  and  mo- 
ther and  wife  and  children  as  nothing  ^dien  valued  a^ 
gainst  him  :  to  leave  all,  suid  lose  aO  for  his  sake. 
Then  a  christbn  has  an  opportunity  to  evince  the  an- 
cerity  and  fervency  of  his  love  to  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  and 
to  say  practically— and  people  will  believe  IttlU-^^^  He 
is  so  glorious  in  himself,  he  is  so  dear  t6  my  affiscdons, 
he  is  so  essential  to  every  particle  of  my  faa|^;mies8,  that; 
whatever  be  the  consequence  I  caonbt  return  from  fol- 
lowing after  him." 

What  did  Peter  and  John  when  they  were  dismiss- 
ed with  ignominy  from  the  council  P  They  went  away 
•*  rejoicing  that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  sufier 
shame  for  his  name/'  Hear  Plul's  account  of  his  suf- 
ferings.—*^* In  labors  more  abundant,  in  stripes  above 
measure,  in  prisons  more  frequent,  in  death  oft.  Of 
the  Jews  five  times,  received  I  forty  stripes  save  one. 
Thrice  was  I  beaten  with  rods,  once  was  I  stoned, 
thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck,  a  night  and  a  day  I  have 
been  in  the  deep ;  in  journeyings  often,  in  perils  6f 
waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  mine  own 
countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  the 
city,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness,  in  perils  in  the  sea,  in 
perils  among  false  brethren  ;  in  weariness  and  pain- 
fulness,  in  watching  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in 
jBistings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness. '  Ah,  Rml,  thy 
religion  costs  thee  dear  !  And  dost  thou  not  repent  of 
thy  engagement  to  a  master,  wlK>se  service — month  at 
ter  month,  and  year  after  year,  is  but  a  succesdon  of 
privations  and  trials  ?— Repent !«— ^*  I  take  pleasure  in 
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infirmities,  in  reproaches,,  in  necessities,  in  pisrsecu- 
tions,  in  distresses  for  Christ's  sake.  The  love  of 
^hrist  constrsdneth  us,  because  we  thus  judge,  that  ii 
one  died  for  all,  then  were  sdl.dead  ;  and  that  he  died 
for  all  that  they  which  five  should  not  henceforth  live 
unto  themselves,  but  to  him  that  died  for  theni  and 
rose  again. 

Love — Love  is  strcMig  as  death  ;  many  waters  can* 
not  quench  love,  neither  can  the  floods  drown  it.  You 
dp  not  so  strikingly  see  the  amazing  vigor  of  this  prin- 
ciple in .  reKgion,  because  Christians  are  not  called  in 
our  day  to  pass  through  the  same  scenes  as  they  were 
in  the  beginning  of  the  gospel.  Otherwise  you  would. 
The  principle  is  the  same  in  ev^y  age.  It  has  been 
exemplified  long  since  the  apostolical  era.  Persecu- 
tion has  formerly  reigned  and  ravaged  in  our  own 
country.  Many  suffered  and  died  privately,  a  specta- 
de  to  angels  though  not  to  men.  But  we  have  a  large 
Book  of  Martyrs. — I  enter  the  prisons  and  survey  the 
victims.  Here  I  sec  the  old,  of  whom  it  is  said,  "  They 
shall  be  affraid  of  that  which  is  nigh,  and  fear  shall  be 
in  the  way,  and  tlie  grashopper  shall  be  a  burden.'* 
Here  I  see  females  distinguished  by  the  delicacy  and 
timorousness  of  their  sex.  Here  I  see  children,  tender 
and  impressible. — But  all  are  heroes.  What  makes  them 
SQ  ?  They  are  offered  promotion,  liberty  and  life.  But 
none  of  these  tlungs  move  them.  They  are  told  of 
tortures  ;  they  are  led  forth  and  pointed  to  the  stake — 
andfthey  embrace  it,  crying,  *'  None  but  Christ ;  none 
but  Christ.''  How  is  He  glorified  here  !— We  ourselves 
have  frequently  seen  a  little  of  this  principle  even  in 
cur  own  day.  We  have  seen  the  young  man  resolved 
to  IbUow  his  religious  convictions  though  mocked  of 
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his  neighbors,  lampooned  by  his  compinionSy  "itid 
threatened  by  his  superiors.  We  have  seen  the  weaiwk 
resigning  her  place :  we  liaive  seen  the  worktnan,  fbitfft 
going  his  labour  and  seelnng  employmemt,  nthcr  tfagm 
give  up  an  apprehended  duty.  We  have  seen  the 
daughter,  regardless  dF  entreaties  and  teai»— even  i 
mother's  entreaties  and  tears— 4he  most  trpxiif^  and 
terrible  of  aU  persecutions  to  in  ingeikuou$and'fifial 
mind— rather  than  renounce  the  commumon  of  aaiiits^ 
and  turn  her  back  On  the  ^  gbrions  gospel  of  the  Um- 
ed  God.'*  The  dispoution  whidi  caitSes  pferaons.so 
far,  would,  if  events  required  It,  carry  them  £uther ; 
carry  them  to  any  length.  They  have,  the  spirit  of 
martyrs,  and  says  Christ,  "  I  am  ^drifted  in  them." 

V.    He  is  glorified  in  their  pr'ofession  dv  his 

KAME. 

If  it  were  only  necessary  to  be  a  Christian,  there  nev- 
er would  have  been  a  martyr — he  could  have  hid  his 
religion  in  his  heart.     Daniel  might  have  prayed  with- 
out the  place  and  the  posture  he  chose  ;  and  have  esca-* 
ped  the  lion's  den.     But  if  we  examine  the  scripture 
we  shall  find,  that  an  obligation  lies  upon  us  not  only 
to  be  christians  but  to  appear  such  ;  not  only  to  believe 
with  the  heart,  but  to  confess  with  the  tongue ;  not  on- 
ly to  bold  fast  the  reality,  but  the  profession   of  our 
•faith  without  wavering.     It  is  asked,  **  Who  will  rise 
up  for  me  against  the  evil  doers  ?  Who  will  stand  up 
for  me  against  the  workers  of  iniquity  ?*'    It  is  said, 
*'  They  that  are  in  darkness  shall  shew  themselves.'* 
They  are  enlightened  for  this  Vjery  purpose  :  **  Arise^ 
shine,  for  thy  light  Is  come,  apd  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
is  risen  upon  thee."    A  christian  is  compared  to  a  can- 
die  }  and  our  Saviox^i  \e\\s  >^s^  ^'  a  man  does  xiot  light 
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1  candle  to  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick 
that  it  may  give  light  to  all  that  are  in  the  bouse :"  and 
adds,  ^'  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they 
may^  see  your  good  vrorks,  and  glorify  your  >  father 
which  is  in  heaven.''^— So  little  countenance  does  the' 
scripture  give  to  the  practice  of  those  who  renounce 
business,  detach  themselves  from  the  community,  run 
into  the  cdls  of  solitude,  and  bury  their  religion  alive# 

A  profession  of  godliness  not  only  requires  that  you 
should  live  in  civil  society,  but  also  that  you  should  join 
yourselves  to  some  body  of  christians,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  gospel.  If  all  were  likeminded  with  some, 
there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  a  churcb^staie  any  wher6 
to  be  maintained.  They  never  betame  members  of  .a 
society.  They  live  uncbnnectedly.  Excuse  the  rough- 
ness of  the  comparison,  they  may  be  considered  as  a 
kind  of  religious  g3rpsies.— They  have  no  spiritual  home 
— ^They  wander  from  plate  td  place — Pilfering  as  they  go 
— ^Eluding  all  parochial  offices^—Dedining  all  the  king's 
taxes-:— And  never  contributing  to  the  support  of  any 
of  the  advant^^s  they  enjoy.— 'Whereas  christians  are 
called  ^'  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints*''  They  belong 
to  a  holy  state  of  la^s  and  immunities.  They  join  in 
communion  as  to  the  privileges  of  religion  ;  in  co-opc^ 
ration  as  to  its  duties  ;  in  sympathy  as  to  its  condi- 
tions. To  vary  the  image — ^as  the  pupils  of  Christy 
they  enter  his  school  ;  as  soldiers  of  Christ  they  enter 
his  army.  Stragglers  can  do  little — ^they  are  liable  to 
be  cut  off.  It  is  not  the  wifl  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  that  we  should  fight  alone— he  calls  us  .to  be  em- 
bodied ;  and  when  we  are  enrolled  ax^d  stationed: — it 
ss  not  his  pleasure  that  we  should  run  from  one  corps 
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to  another,  according  to  our  humour^  but  abide  witii 
God  in  our  own  rank  and  place. 

This  pro£essipn  also  includes  our  bearing,  as  we  hjmf 
cpportunity,  a  verbal  testimony,  in  fiivor  of  reiigioi|f 
^  Te  are  xny  witnesses/'  says  God  i  and  woe  to  us— « 
for  we  are  subpoened,  if,  when  we  are  called  lapon  to 
depose,  we  are  either  absent  or  silent.  Some  persons 
are  godly  with  the  godly,  but  temporise  io  the  pres- 
ence  of  the  wicked  and  the  worldly.  When  they  hjear 
the  truth  of  Christ  denied,  his  ways  misrepresented, 
his  people  vilified,  '^  they  sit  as  men  in  whose  montk 
there  is  no  rejMTOofd — ^Is  this  to  act  the  part  of  a  fffioi 
subject,  or  of  a  traitor  ?  ^  He  that  is  not  for  me  1^ 
against  me ,  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scat? 
tereth  abroad."  If  you  are  ashamed  of  the  Redeemer's 
interest,  abandon  it  at  once :  but  if  you  believe  it  to 
l)e,  what  it  really  is,  infinitely  important  and  excellent, 
never  shrink  from  an  avowal  of  it  in  whatever  circum>* 
stances  or  company  you  are  found. 

We  know  that  wisdom  is  profitable  to  direct.  Every 
thing  is  beautiful  in  its  season.  A  word  fitly,  spoken 
how  good  is  it  ?  But  we  are  often  more  in  danger  of 
erring  on  the  side  of  caution  and  prudence,  than  tia 
the  side  of  forwardness  and  teal ;  and  to  avoid  rashness 
many  shelter  themselves  under  the  chilling  influence  of 
fear  and  shame. 

There  is  one  case  In  which  it  is  hardly  possibly  to  erf. 
Tt  is  when  you  are  invited  by  people  to  places,  and  par- 
ties, and  practices,  which  your  principles  lead  you  to 
condemn.  When  this  occurs,  you  have  an  (^portunitys 
"  furnished  by  themselves,"  of  stating  the  grounds  tif 
your  conduct,  and  the  reasons  of  your  refusal.    They 
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cannot  surely  be  offisnded  at  the  deUvery  of  your  creed, 
when  they  thetnselves  call  for  your  sentiments.  But, 
alas,  there  are  many  who  instead  o£:  seizing  such  fide 
opportunities  to  testify^  are  not  only  speechless  but- 
even  yield  and  conform*  They  are  overcome  of  e^ 
instead  of  **  overcoming  evil  with  good/' 

VI.    He  is.  glorified  in.  them  by  their  exertions 

TO  PROMOTE  HIS  CAUSE. 

The  cause  of  Christ  is  very  extensive.  It  takes  in 
every  thing  that  is  true  and  righteous,  and  good  and 
noble  in  the  whole  universe.  But  we  particularly  refer 
to  the  cause  of  pure  and  undefiled  reli^on.  This  ia 
advanced  by  establishing  schools^  building  places  of 
worship^  the  difiusing  of  the  scriptures,  the  sending 
forth  of  missionaries,  the  supporting  of  ministers ;  by 
instructing  the  ignorant  and  reclaiming  the  vidous  ; 
teaching  transgressors  his  ways,  and  converting  sinners 
unto  God. 

In  doing  all  this,  Christ  is  .glorified.  He  condescends 
to  consider  tou  as  workers  together  with  him.  He 
^yes  you  his  own  names ;  and  what  he  is  called  ef- 
ficiently you  are  allowed  to  be  called  instrumentally. 
*•  Brethren/*  says  the  apostle  James,  "If  any  of  you 
do  err  from  the  truth  and  one  convert  him  ;  let  him 
know  that  he  which  converteth  the  sinner  from  the^ 
error  of  his  way,  shaU  save  a  soul  from  death,  and 
shall  hide  a  multitude  of  sins."  What !  Can  you 
"  convert  ?'*  Can  you  «  save  ?'*  Can  you  "  pardon  ?" — 
It  can  intend  only  that  you  may  be  the  means  of  do- 
ing  it.  But  even  this  is  an  infinite  honor  cpnferiled 
upon  upon  you  ;  and  the  inspired  writer  knowing  the 
diqxmtion  of  christians,  makes  the  work  its  own  to- 
ward.   And  if  thwe  was  oqly  a  probability  \  \£  i^^x^ 


18  The  Saviour  Glorified 

was  only  a  posfiilnlity  of  success  but  in  one  instance, 
it  ought  to  be  enough^-^uid  if  we  were  in  a  prq[ier  stat^ 
of  mind,  it  would  be  enough  to  lead  us  to  call  into  ac* 
tion  all  our  resources,  and  to  exert  aU  pur  influences 
through  life  to  attain  it ! 

Pleasure  ind  fxraise  run  through  God's  hoit. 

To  see  a  binner  lum  ; 
Thou,  SaUn,  hath  a  captive  loftii 

And  Christ  a  subject  bom. 

And  can  you  do  nothing  to  glorify  the  Redeemer  ? 
Are  you  a  parent  ?  Cannot  you  recommend  Him  to 
your  children  ?  Are  you  a  master  ?  Cannot  you  |»-eadi 
Him  to  your  servants  ?  Are  you  the  head  of  a  family  ? 
Cannot  you  say  with  Joshua,  ^^  As  for  me  and  my 
house  we  will  serve  the  Lord?"  Are  you  a  neigh- 
bour ?  Cannot  you  invite  your  acquaintances  to  come 
and  hear  the  word  of  life?  Are  you  a  tradesman? 
Cannot  you  fulfil  the  prophecy ;  *^  Her  merchandise 
and  her  hire  shall  be  holiness  to  the  Lord  ;  it  shall  not 
be  treasured  nor  laid  up ;  for  her  merchandise  shall  he 
for  them  that  dweU  before  the  Lord,  to  eat  sufficiently 
and  for  durable  clothing."  Are  you  rich  ?  Cannot  you 
^^  honor  the  Lord  with  your  substance  and  with  the 
first  fruits  of  your  increase  ?"  Indeed  there  b  nothing 
by  which  you  may  be  so  useful  in  the  cause  of  Christ, 

as  property,  since  it  enables  you  to  employ  every  kind 
of  instrumentality. 

Every  one,  therefore,  may  do  something;  and  all 
may  do  much  more  than  fear  or  sloth  will  allow  them 
to  imagine.  This  being  admitted,  it  is  hoped  that  no 
one  will  suffer  his  exertions  to  be  chilled  by  the  mis- 
application of  acknowledged  truth.     ^^  The  Lord  has 
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promised  to  carry  on  his  own  cause*  He  is  able  to  do  it : 
and  he  will  do  it'' — ^He  will — But  he  works  by  means  ; 
these  means  display  his  wisdom  as  well  as  his  power } 
and  those  who  love  hb  name,  will  desire  to  become 
instruments  in  his  hand% 

■  ■ 

It  is  needless  to  remark  how  forcibly  this  subject 
bears  upon  the  union  which  you  have  so  nobly  esta- 
blished and  maintained)  and  the  success  of  which,  ijf 
it  has  not  been  answerable  to  your  wishes,  has  been 
sufficient  to  encourage  your  hopes  ^d  reyirard  your 
exertions. 

■ 

Temporal  beneficence  is  not  to  be  undervalued* 
While  we  are  in  this  vale  of  tears  we  shall  be  perpe- 
tually called  to  the  exercbe  of  it.  Who.  is  not  redely 
to  bless  the  min  who  feieds  the  hungry,  an4  dothes  ihfi 
naked,  and  heals  the  sick  ? 

But  after  all,  charity  is  to  be  estimated  by  the  gran- 
deur, the  capacity,  and  the  duration  of  its  object. 

■ 

No  zeal  therefore  can  equal  that  which  regards  the 
^salvation  of  the  souk — ^Men  are  perishing  for  lack  of 
knowledge-— The  gospel  is  the  only  remedy. — ^There 
is  no  alternative  between  our  belief  of  the  truth  of  the 
-gospel,  and  the  importance  of  it ;  between  our  •  belief 
of  its  importance  and  our  owning  an  obligation  to  re- 
mve  it  ourselves  and  extend  it  to  others. 

How  consistently  therefore,  my  United  Brethren, 
are  you  engaged  while  attempting  to  diffiise  it.  And 
•this  is  your  aim— your  only  aim.  Your  object  is  not 
Xo  make  proselytes  i)ut  converts.  What  bigots  magni- 
fy, you  overlook.  While  you  hold  your  convictions 
upon  subordinate  subjects,  your  conduct  asks,  *^  What 
is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat !  Tou  consider  every  thing  as 

I) 
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trifling  compared  with  the  everlasting  taJvatidh  of  the 
iouls  of  men.  You  practically  admdwledge  that  the 
**  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink  but  lightcoiis* 
ness,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost :  that  in  Christ 
Jesus  neither  circtimdsidn  availeth  any  thing  nor  undr- 
cumcision  but  a  new  creature." 

** — And  as  many  as  walk  by  this  rule^  peace  be  oa 
them  and  mercy  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God."  May 
your  zezLl  provoke  very  many ;  and  stifl  discovering 
the  same  spirit,  and  minding  the  same  thing,  may  you 
at  last  obtain  the  approving  sentence,  Tnoti  hast  la- 
boured AND  HAST  not  FAINTED.  Let  me  therefore 
conclude  by  observing — 

First,  That  Christians  ought  not  to  think  meanly  of 
themselves.     This  remark  is  liable  to  abuse  and  needs 
Explanation.     It  does  not  stand  opposed  to  humbleness 
cf  mind,  but  to  thoughtlessness  and  levity.     There  is 
a  personal  self- valuation  which  is  censurable ;  but  there 
Is  a  relative  self-valuation  that  is  not  only  allowable  but 
commendable.     For  instance.     A  mother  ought  not  to 
feel  an  indifference  to  herself :  she  ought  to  know  that 
her  life  is  of  importance  to  her  little  rising  charge. 
For  who  can  fill  her  place  ?  Who  can  feel  for  ^n  infant 
like  her  who  bore  it  ? — And  this  consciousness  instead 
of  inflaming  her  pride  will  be  a  source  of  gratitude, 
self-preservation,  and  duty.    A  minister  may  be  humble 
and  heavenly-minded,  and  long  to  depart  to  be  with 
Christ  which  is  £ar  better;  but  when  he  looks  around 
upon  his  people,  he  may  feel  that  his  labors  are  desira- 
ble, and  say,  To  abide  in  the  flesh  is  more  needful  for 
you.     But  there  is  no  relation  so  momentous  as  that 
which  subsists  between  Cihrist  and  christians.    And  if 
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to  feel  the  value  of  oitfr  character,  the  sacredness  of  oui: 
condition^  the  awfulne^sof.  0ox  destliiatioii,  -the  neces- 
sity  of  self-attention,  of  vigilancey  and  of  prayer ! 

Secondly.  If  He  is  ^glorified  in  us  let  us  be  his  ser- 
vants, attending  continuadly  upon  this  very  thing.  Let 
it  be  the  grand  and  pleasing  business  of  our  lives.  O^ 
iny  dear  brethren  in  the  ministry,  and  my  christian 
friends,  let  us  mourn  over  the  little  honor  we  have 
brought  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  Let  his  £une  be 
dear  to  otir  hearts.  Let  us  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
thought  that  we  have  disgraced  him — ^though  this  is  a 
mercy— -but  let  us  be  concerned  to  hohor  him-^to  hos^ 
or  him  in  all  our  words  and  works,  in  our  conversation 
and  conduct,  in  our  bodies  and  spirits. 

Need  I  say  how  much  He  deserves  it  ?  You  know 
what  he  is.  You  know  what  he  has  done.  You  know 
what  he  is  doing.  Yqu  know  his  promises.  You 
know  his  sufFerings«-^ee  him  who  was  rich,  for  your 
sakes  becoming  poor.  See  him  a  man  of  sorrows  and 
acquainted  with  grief.  See  him  in  the  manger ;  in  the 
garden  ;  on  the  cross. 

See  from  his  head,  his  hands,  his  feet, 

Sorrow  and  love  flow  mhigled  down ; 
Did  e^er  such  love  und  sorrow  riieet, 

Or  thorn's  compose  so  rich  a  crown : 

—Were  the  whole  realm  of  nature  mine, 

That  were  a  present  &r  too  small ; 
Love  so  atnazing,  so  divine. 

Demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all. 

Thirdly.  If  Christ  is  glorified  in  his  people  here^ 
how  will  he  be  glorified  in  them  hereafter!  In  the 
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vastness  of  their  number ;  in  the  completeiieas  of  thek 
deliverance ;  in  the  grandeur  of  their  devation ;  in 
the  beauty  of  their  residence  ;  in  the  eternity  oJF  theiip 
joys— >^  Then  shall  h^  come  to  be  ^orified  in  his  saints, 
and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  believe  in  that  day/' 

Fourthly.  Let  the  wicked  remember  that  Christ 
will  be  glorified  in  them.  He  will  display  his  wisdom 
and  power  in  making  them  instruments  to  accomplish 
his  providential  purposes ;  in  turning  then-  designs  and 
actions  from  their  natural  currents,  into  secret  chan- 
nels prepared  to  receive  them,  and  in  which  they  wifl 
flow  into  the  fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all.  The 
wrath  of  man  shall  praise  him,  and  the  remainder  of 
wrath  will  he  restrain.  Nebuchadnezzar  is  called  his 
se;rvant  as  well  as  Moses. 

He  wiU  glorify  his  truth  and  his  righteousness  in 
punishing  them  j  either  in  a  way  of  mercy  or  in  a  way 
of  justice,  he  ha$  sworn  by  himself,  the  word  is  gone  out 
of  his  mouth,  that  to  him  every  knee  shall  bow  and 
every  tongue  confess. 

^^  Acquaint  now  thyself  with  him,  and  be  at  peace  ; 
thereby  good  shall  come  unto  thee*  Kiss  the  Son,  lest 
he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way,  when  his 
wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.  Blessed  are  all  they  thu 
put  their  trust  in  him."— -rfw^». 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WE,  the  Ministers  of  the  Wiltshire  Assoct^ 
ation  assembled  together  at  Melksham  this  day^  October  22, 
1806,  deploring  the  little  regard  of  late  years  paid  by  too 
many  Professors  of  Religion  to  thei^hristian  rule  of  Marriage: 
and  deeming  it  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  public  ingen^ 
eral,  and  our  own  Churches  in  particular  should  be  called  to 
this  subjectf  do  unanimously  request  the  Rev.  Wnu  Jay  to 
publish  some  Strictures  upon  it^  and  the  more  so,  as  he^has 
already  sent  forth  a  Sermon  on  the  Duties  of  Husbands  and 
Wives  which  has  met  with  great  Acceptance. 

Signed., 
On  behalf  of  the  Association^ 

GEORGE  MXNTEL,  Chairman. 
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ESSAY    ON   MARRIAGE. 


SECTION    I. 

The  peculiarity  and  importance  of  the  Marriage  Relation. 
The  possibility  of  knowing  the  will  of  God  in  this  affair. 
The  Law  laid  down. 

now  wonderful  is  it,  that  two  persons,  who  per- 
haps  never  met  before,  should,  by  a  train  of  circum- 
stances be  brought  together,  obtain  a  peculiar  propri- 
ety in  each  other,  and  form  one  absolute  communion 
of  wishes,  joys  and  sorrows. 

If  we  compare  this  relation  with  other  connexions, 
we  shall  find  it  surpasses  them  all. — Are  other  unions 
optional  ?  They  may  be  limited  in  their  continuance, 
or  terminated  at  pleasure.  But  this  is  permanent,  and 
indissoluble.  You  cannot  marry  for  a  given  period. — 
It  is  for  life.  Are  other  unions  natural?  Intims^te 
indeed  is  the  relation  between  brother  and  sister  : 
tender  is  the  relation  between  parents  and  children, 
especially  between  the  mother  and  **  the  son  of  her 
womb."  ^^  But  for  this  cause  shall  a  man  leave  his 
father  and  mother,  and  shall  be  joined  unto  his  wife, 
and  they  two  shall  be  one  flesh.  What  God  hath 
joined  together  let  no  man  put  asunder.'* 

B 
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in  us  :'*  some  inattention  that  hinders  examination,  or 
some  prejudice  that  perverts  it.  His  word  is  "  a  lamp 
unto  our  feet,  and  a  light  unto  our  paths."  There  is  a 
sufficiency  in  it  for  all  the  useful  purposes  of  ^^  life  and 
godliness.*'— !-Can  a  man  ask  at  these  "  lively  oracles/* 
how  he  is  to  conduct  himself  in  prosperity  or  adversity ; 
can  he  inquire  how  hk  is  to  govern  his  family,  and  train 
up  his  children—and  be  at  a  loss  for  an  answer  ?  "  He 
may  run  that  readeth."  So  it  is  in  the  case  before  us. 
If  christians  are  really  desirous  of  knowing  with  whom 
in  Marriage  alliance,  they  are  to  unite  themselves,  we 
make  no  scruple  to  say  the  revealed  will  of  God  is  de- 
cisive and  clear:  It  restricts  their  choice  to  reli- 

QIOUS  CHARACTER  ONLY. 


SECTION  II. 

77//y  Law  argued  and  established. 

If  nothing  express  had  been  said  on  this  subject,  the 
conclusion  might  fairly  have  been  drawn,  from  these 
general  commands  which  forbid  all  chosen  and  needlefss 
association  with  the  irreligious  founded  on  the  danger 
of  contamination. 

The  case  may  be  confirmed  in  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree from  the  state  of  the  Jews.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  mention,  that  the  Jews  were  forbidden  to  marry 
with  the  surrounding  nations.  But  it  may  be  proper 
to  state  two  objections. 

First.  It  may  be  said  that  the  prohibition  was  con- 
fined to  the  seven  accursed  natrons  of  Canaan.  But 
this  was  not  the  case.  Ammonites,  Moabites,  and 
Egyptians  are  reckoned  by  Ezra  among  tho^e  <t«s\ 
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that  We  have  nothing  to  fear  from  admitting  the  ex« 
planation  proposed.  For  if  christians  are  forbidden  to 
join  with  unbelievers  in  church-communion,  surely 
they  are  equally  enjoined  not  to  enter  with  them  into 
marriage  contract.  What !  were  the  converted  Corin-: 
thians  commanded  to  '^  come  out  from  among  them  ;** 
and  yet  be  permitted  to  enter  into  the  closest,  affinity 
with  them?  Were  they  ordered  to  be  separate  and  not  to 
*'  touch  the  unclean  thing  :*'  and  yet  be  allowed  to  be- 
come one  body  ?  Was  there  to  be  no  "  fellowship  be- 
tween righteousness  and  unrighteousness,  between  light 
and  darkness :"  and  yet  were  these  to  be  upited  for 
ever  ?  Was  "  he  that  believeth  to  have  no  part  with  an 
infidel/'  and  yet  suffer  them  to  be  partners  for  life  ? 
Was  "  the  Temple  of  God  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
idols,"  and  yet  were  idols  to  be  set  up  within  its  walls? 

But  if  this  be  not  deemed  sufficient  to  establish  our 
doctrine,  let  us  attend  to  the  language  of  the  apostle 
when  speaking  expressly  of  marriage.  •*  The  Wife," 
says  he,  '^  is  bound  by  the  law,  as  long  as  her  husband 
^^  liveth  :  but  if  her  husband  be  dead,  she  is  at  liberty 
"  to  be  married  to  whom  she  will  :  only  in  the  Lord.'* 
Now  though  this  be  stated,  as  the  occasion  of  the  words 
required,  in  reference  to  a  widow,  the  limitation  un- 
questionably extends  to  all  christians  in  the  same  rela- 
tive circumstances.  This  then  is  the  law  of  the  house. 
This  is  the  indbpensable  consideration— only  in  the 
LORD. — ^Thus  the  will  of  God  is  fully  made  known^ 
and  there  are  two  things  we  ought  to  remark  with  re- 
gard to  it. 

First,  He  cannot  err  in  his  decision.  His  *^  judgment 
''  is  always  according  to  truth.    His  understanding  is 
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^  infra6lk)n  of  this  law  among  professors  of  rcdig^on. 
And  here  we  may  observe—- 

-?-That  it  scandalizes  others*  It  counterads,  diseou- 
rages,  and  confounds  ibinifiers.  It  injures  the  mindt 
€>f  your  fellow  chriftiaiis.  It  proves  a  difiress  to  the 
flrong,  and  ^  a  ftumhling  block  to  the  weak.''  It  tum^ 
that  **  which  is  lame  out  of  the  way/'  To  your  {nouv 
relations  it  occasions  the  moft  painful  regret  and  anxie** 
ty.  '*  And  Esau  was  forty  years  old  when  he  toofk  to 
wife  Judith  the  Daughter  of  Beeri  the  Hittite,  and  Ba- 
shemath  the  Daughter  of  £lon  the  Hittite,  who  were  a 
grief  of  mind  unta  Isaac  and  Rebeccah. — And  Rebeo^ 
cah  said  to  Isaac,  I  am  weary  of  my  life,  because  of  the 
Daughters  of  Heth  :  if  Jacob  take  a  wife  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  Heth,  such  as  these  who  are  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  land,  what  good  fhall  my  life  do  me  ?" 

— ^It  excites  suspicion  of  your  own  religion.  At 
leaft  it  shews  that  you  are  not  alive  tait  principles  and 
privileges :  that  if  you  ask  its  advice  you  can  follow 
your  own  opinion  ;  and  that  if  you  profess  to  please  it,^ 
you  are  not  afraid  to  offend  it.  Would  you  marry  an 
enemy  of  your  own,  before  you  believed  there  was  a 
change  of  disposition  wrought  in  him  ?  And  why  ? 
Because  you  love  yourselves— this  would  prevent  it. 
And  if  the  love  of  God  prevailed  in  your  hearts  would 
you  marry  an  enemy  to  God  before  you  discerned  in 
him  an  evidence  of  conversion  ?  **  Do  not  I  hate  them 
O  Lord  that  hate  thee,  and  am  not  I  grieved  with  those 
that  rise  up  againft  thee  ?  I  hate  them  with  perfeft  ha« 
tred.  I  count  them  mine  enemies.'*  What  do  ye  more  • 
than  others  ?  Should  not  the  line  of  diftindion  between 
the  church  and  the  world  be  not  only  real,  but  vbible  ? 
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is'siircly  enougU  in  ourselves,  and  id  the  way  we  travel 
to  keep  HS  back  without  engaging  any  one  constantly  to 
retard  our  progress,  either  by  opposition  or  diversion ! 
What  need  often  have  we  of  council  in  spiritual  dark* 
ness  and  doubts  ?  of  comfort  in  soul-trouble  ?  of  stim- 
ulation by  reproof  or  example  in  our  religious  languors  ? 
**  Two  are  better  than  one,  because  they  have  a  good 
reward  for  their  labour.  For  if  they  fall  the  one  will 
lift  up  his  fellow :  but  woe  to  him  that  is  alone  when 
he  walketh :  for  there  is  not  another  to  help  him  up." 
He  is  a  friend  indeed  who  knows  the  road,  will  journey 
with  us,  and  afford  us  seasonable  5iuccour:  but  what 
assistance  is  to  be  derived  from  one  who  has  no  eyes  or 
hands,  or  who  is  going  in  a  contrary  direction  ?  Is  it 
enough  when  we  want  daily  and  hourly  support,  that 
a  companion  will  not  try  to  interrupt  us  ? 

For  here — ^and  this  is  another  consideration^ — here 
not  to  help  is  to  hinder.  The  very  attraction  of  the 
mind  from  high  and  holy  things  by  continual  discourse 
about  other  subjects,  will  be  no  inconsiderable  detri- 
ment.  For  it  is  by  the  frequent  recurrence  of  divine 
things  in  our  thoughts  and  in  our  conversation,  that 
we  become  spiritually-minded,  and  continue  so.  Pious 
emotions  may  be  starved,  where  they  are  not  assassin- 
ated. Fire  will  be  extinguished  immediately  by  water : 
but  it  will  go  out  in  time,  even  for  want  of  fuel. 

But  we  do  not  go  too  far  when  we  say,  that  an  ir- 
religious connexion  is  likely  to  prove  the  most  effectual 
instrument  in  the  world  to  injure  us,  not  only  by  weak- 
ening impressions,  chilling  our  affections,  and  drawing 
us  off  by  degrees  from  various  duties,  but  also  by  per- 
verting the  judgement,  and  enticing  to  sin.     "  They 
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jg^elishly^  from  henceforth  thou  shalt  have  wars."  Tea, 
something  of  this  kind  must  be  expected.-^^' If  my 
i:hildren  forsake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judg- 
ments: if  they  break  my  statutes,  and  keep  not  my 
commandments:  then  will  I  visit  their  transgressions 
with  a  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  stripes/'  He  has 
said  "  if  ye  walk  contrary  to  me,  I  also  will  walk  con- 
trary to  you."  And  he  is  a  faithful  God.  And  he  is 
able  to  make  good  his  word.  He  can  take  satisfaction 
out  of  our  chosen  delights.  He  can  remove  them  in 
his  anger.  He  can  leave  them  to  produce  leanness  in 
our  souls.  Though  he  forgives  the  iniquities  of  Ym 
people,  he  takes  vengeance  on  their  inventions. 

To  which  we  may  add — and  these  are  natural  and 
unavoidable  consequences — the  painful  an^^iousness  of 
living  with  those  from  whom  you  fear  that  you  shall  be 
sei)aratQd  for  ever ;  and  the  peculiar  disagreeableness  of 
being  connected  with  those  who  are  incapable  of  the 
principal  part  of  youjr  affectioii.  Love  them  you  may 
indeed  as  husband  or  wife  \  but  pot  ^s  believers  ;  not 
as  followers  of  our  Lord  to  whom  you  are  allied  by 
stronger  tics  than  human,  and  which  can  never  be  dis- 
solved. Must  not  this  be  a  vast  deduction  of  happiness ; 
a  bitter  ingredient  in  the  cyp ;  a  kind  of  daily  death  ? 


SEC  riON  IV. 

The  Mischief  historically  considered. 

We  may  take  another  view  of  the  breach  of  this  law, 
and  see  the  evils  that  resulted  from  it  as  natural  effects, 
or  as  judgments  from  God  as  they  are  held  forth  in  the 
scriptures  of  truth. 
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from  one  of  these  forbidden  marriages — ^hb  mother  was 
an  Ammonitess. 

The  marriage  of  Ahab  is  thus  awfiilly  noticed.  "  And 
it  came  to  pass  as  if  it.  had  been  a  light  thing  for  him 
to  walk  in  the  sin$  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  that 
he  took  to  wife  Jezebel  the  daughter  of  Ethball  king 
of  the  Zidonians,  and  went,  and  served  Baal  and  wor« 
shipped  him. — But  there  was  none  like  unto  Ahab  who 
did  sell  himself  to  work  wickedness  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  whom  Jezebel  his  wife  stirred  up.'* 

What  was  it  that  Ezra  so  grievously  lamented^  and 
so  sharply  reproved  ?  It  was,  that  "  the  holy  seed  haul 
mingled  themselves  with  the  people  of  the  land." 

And  what  says  the  zealous  reformer  Nehemiah  ?— 

^^  Their  children  i^ake  half  in  the  speech  of  Ashdod,  and 

could  not  speak  in  the  Jew's  language,  but  according  to 

the  language  of  each  people.     And  I  contended  with 

them,  and  cursed  them,  and  smote  certain  of  them, 

and;plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made  them  swear  by 

God,  saying.  Ye  shall  not  give  your  daughters  unto 

their  sons,  nor  take  their  daughters  unto  your  sons,  or 

for  yourselves.     Did  not  Sdo^ion  king  of  Israel  sin  by 

these  things!  yet  among  many  nations  was  there  no 

king  like  him,  who  was  bek)ved  of  his  God,  and  God 

made  him  king  over  all  Israel :  nevertheless  even  him 

did  outlandish  women  cause  ta  sin.    Shall  we  t&en 

hearken  unto  you  to  do  all  this  great  evil,  to  transgress 

against  our  God  in  marrying  strange  wives  !'* 

"  Now  these  things  were  our  examples,  to  the  intent 
we  should  not  lust  after  all  things,  as  they  also  lusted.*' 
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SECTION  V. 

Ekcuscs  to  justify  Deviation  from  it  examined. 

IN  the  history  of  the  church  recorded  in  the  new  tesr 
tament,  we  find  no  instances  similar  to  those  ifHiich  have 
been  remarked  in  the  preceding  chapter.  The  rule  was 
too  clearly  understood,  and  the  reasons  on  wluch  it  was 
founded,  were  too  powerfully  felt,  to  allow  of  its  vio- 
lation by  the  primitive  christians.  And  indeed  one 
would  suppose  that  a  godly  character  would  stand  in 
need  of  no  positive  prohibition  in  sud^  case  as  this.  It 
might  be  expected  that  his  very  feelings  would  secure 
him.  For  surely  a  kind  of  violence  must  be  offered  to 
his  dispositions  and  principles  before  such  a  step  can  be 
taken.  Accordingly  something  of  this  nature  is  often 
pleaded.  They  feel  religious  reluctance,  but  speak  as  if 
it  WERE  to  be,  and  must  be.  Let  us  examine  this,  and 
see  whether  it  be  their  fate  or  their  folly. 

Sometimes  they  plead  peculiar  circumstances  which 
seem  to  countenance  it.  As  this  is  a  very  common  ex- 
cuse,  and  by  which  many  are  deluded,  it  demands  some 
notice.  And  for  ever  to  check  all  encouragement  deri- 
ved from  this  quarter,  let  the  following  things  be  ma- 
turely considered. — ^That  such  prognostics  are  rarely, 
if  ever  remarked,  but  when  they  fall  in  with  our  deter- 
mination, or  at  least  with  our  propensity. — ^That  when  a 
man  "  receives  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  God  may 
give  him  up  to  strong  delusion  to  believe  a  lie. — That 
thus  saith  the  Lord  God  ;  every  man  of  the  house  of 
Israel  that  settetb  up  his  idols  in  his  heart,  and  putteth 
the  stumbling-block  of  his  iniquity  before  his  face, 
^  and  Cometh  to  the  prophet :  I  the  Loird  will  answer 
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^^him  that  comefh  according  to  the  multitude  of  hi» 
idols  :  that  I  may  tak6  the  house  of  Israel  in  their  own 
heart,  because  they  are  all  estranged  from  me  through 
^^  their  idols." — 'That  after  he  has  expressly  said  to  Ba- 
laam ^^  go  not,"  and  he  finds  him  still  longing  for  the 
enterprise,  he  can  say  by  an  irony  which  the  eager  mind 
will  mistake  for  reality^  ^^  go/*— *That  Jonah  was  de- 
ceived if  he  supposed  that,  when  fleeing  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord,  it  was  very  providential  for  him  to 
find  a  vessel  just  ready  to  ssdl  for  Tarshish.-^That  cir- 
cumstances and  events  are  equivocal,  having,  occurred 
at  different  times  with  tiie  most  contradictory  aspects.— 
That  the  word  of  God  is  our  only  guide,  and  that 
only  while  walking  by  this  rule  shall  mercy  and  peace 
be  upon  us. — ^That  we  are  to  lay  stress  on  nothing,  how- 
ever singular  or  fbriking,  that  opposes  the  revealed  will 
of  God. — ^That  the  death  of  a  prophet  slsun  by  a  lion 
was  written  to  teach  us  this  very  truth  :  he  £iad  re- 
ceived  an  express  command  in  which  he  could  not  be 
miftaken,  and  he  yielded  to  another  specious  suggeftion 
as  coming  from  God  concerning  which  he  coidd  not  be 
sure. 

But  there  is  another  juftification  often**  urged.  It  is 
the  prosper  of  being  useful.  This  also  b  common, 
and  has  often  ensnared  those  who  ought  to  walk  dr- 
cumspe£Uy,  not  as  fools  but  as  wise.  Here  permit  me 
to  ask  you  the  following  quefiions. 

Are  we  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come  ? — It  is  desira- 
ble for  a  generous  chriftian  to  have  property ;  he  will 
do  good  with  it.  But  is  he  to  fleal  or  rob  in  order  to 
obtain  it  ? 

Is  marriage  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  means  of 


gprace  ?  Is  it  ever  sp<dcen  of  in  the  soriptiire,  as  Intend- 
ed for  the  conversion  of  souls  ?  Is  it  any  where  pie- 
scribed  for  this  purpose  ? 

Promises  and  appearances  may  induce  a  pleasing  faop^ 
during  the  formation  of  the  conhexion-^ut  may  not 
these  be  very  fallacious  ?  To  admit  this,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  Suppose  that  the  individual  is  vile  enough  to 
deceive  wilfully — ^yet  this  has  frequently  been  the  case, 
and  a  regard  to  the  forms  of  evangelical  religion,  has 
been  a  mere  pretence,  gradually  thrown  off  as  the  in- 
ducement for  using  it  ceased — but  it  is  not  necessary  to 
charge  a  man  with  hypocrisy.  There  are  many  power- 
ful emotions  that  are  very  sincert;,  and  y^t  i\ot  dura- 
ble. The  mind  may  be  softened  by  affecHon  ;  anci 
view  every  thing  in  reference  to  its  favorite  purpose. — 
Men  know  not  themselves ;  they  are  not  aware  how 
they  may  feel  in  new  and  untried  situations.  The  god- 
liness  which  they  seem  even  to  admire  in  the  general 
indistinct  notion,  and  while  at  a  distance,  may  become 
very  irksome  when  brought  near  and  acted  upon  in  ev- 
ery instance  of  life  :  yea  it  must  be  offensive,  at  least 
in  all  its  more  spiritual  parts  and  exercises,  to  every  nat- 
ural man.  Who,  that  is  not  alive  to  his  religious  im- 
provement, is  likely  to  love  an  example  that  continual- 
ly admonishes  and  condemns  ?  Who  that  is  trying  to 
go  to  sleep  loves  a  noise  ?  Who  that  wishes  to  remain  in 
darkness  can  be  fond  of  light — especially  placed  so  near  r 

Is  it  not  more  consistent  with  a  becoming  diffidence 
of  yourselves  to  fear  that  you  should  be  injured  by  the 
irreli^ous,  i*ather  than  that  the  irreligious  should  be 
benefitted  by  you  ?  We  have  already  shewn  the  danger 
of  this  in  fact^  and  which  has  led  an  ingenuous  author 
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to  remark^  that  he^who  would  puU  another  out  of  a  pk 
had  need. stand  firm,  or  he  may  be  pullediin.  We  have 
ahready  mentioned  Solomon.  Whether  Solomon  hoped 
tQ  bring  over  Pharoah's. daughter  to  worship  the  true 
God  we  know  not,  but  we  do  know  that  she  brought 
him  over  to  worship  a  false  one.-— But  we  have  now  to 
do  only  with  the  apprehension  and  impression  of  thb 
truth.  Is  it  consistent  with  humility  to  suppose  that 
you  can.  stand  where  others,  and  some  of  them  far  su- 
perior to  yourselves,  have  fallen  ?  lis  it  consistent  with 
a  proper  sense  of  your  own  weakness  tQ  pish  into  ex- 
treme perils,,  confident,  not  only  that  you,  shall  be  secure 
there,,  but  even  do  good?  The  very  imagination  fore* 
bodes  ill.  Ijt  looks  like  the.  pride  that  goes  before  de?, 
struction,  and;  the  haughty  spirit  that  precedes  a.  fall. 
Indeed  ^t  is  righteous  in  God*  to  suffer  us  to  £aiU  when, 
disobeying  his  command  we  renounce  hb  protection, 
and  venture  tO:  proceed  without  him. 

Again.  As  yo\i  conclude  that  your  companion  being, 
ungodly  will  not  be  able  to  make  you.  irreligious — ^what 
authorizes  you  to  think  that  your  being  godly  will  bet 
able  to  make  him  religious  .^  Surely  out  of  your  own 
mouth  you  are  condemned ;  for  the  very  principle.upon 
wMch  you  proceed  with  regard  to  yourself  should  re- 
duce the  confidence  you  indulge  with  regard  to,  him.^--^ 
If  you  have  no  fear  that  he  can  impress  and  influence 
you,  you  should  have  no  hope  th<(t  you  can  impress 
and  influence  him.  If  you  believe  that  your  love  to 
him  will  not  alter  you,  you  ought  not  to  believe  that 
his  love  to  you  will  alter  him. 

And  do  you  consider,  what  human  nature  is  ?  Do  you 
cciisider  what  real  religion  is  ?   If  so,  surely  you  wouli^ 
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not  think  ^o  lightly  of  accompfishing  the  convcnioB  of 
a  soul  as  you  now  seem  to  do.  If  the  process  be  la 
easy,  why  are  so  few  converted  at  all  ?  Why  do  not  all 
those  who  have  dear  connexions  convert  chose  whom 
they  love  and  by  whom  they  are  beloved  ? 

Bat  you  say,  You  do  not  expect  the  result  indepen- 
dent of  God's  influence  and  blessing — But  is  not  he 
able  to  convert  them  ?  He  is.  And  we  have  reason  to 
believe  he  has  in  some  cases  employed  his  power.  For 
we  cannot  go  the  length  of  Dr.  Doddridge,  who  has 
remarked,  that  where  christians  have  knowingly  espou« 
sed  irreligious  characters  he  never  knew  an  instance  of 
the  conversion  of  one  of  them  afterwards. — But  I  ask,, 
would  you  take  up  an  afliiir  so  important  on  a  ground 
so  slender? — On  a  mere  possibility? — For  probability 
there  is  none.  You  would  not  like  to  marry  a  condem- 
ned criminal,  because  he  may  be  pardoned  or  reprieved. 
God  can  make  a  beggar  a  gentleman,  and  yet  I  presume 
you  would  not  like  to  take  him  on  this  presumption  ; 
you  would  rather  reckon  certainly  upon  a  little  wealth. 
Why  then  marry  an  unconverted  sinner,  because  God 
may,  because  God  can,  call  him  by  his  grace  ? 

Besides :  If  the  acceptance  and  success  of  all  our  en- 
deavours  depend  wholly  upon  his  favour — Can  it  be  a 
rational  way  to  attain  our  wishes,  to  slight  his  authority, 
and  to  provoke  his  anger  by  disobedience  ? 

But,  to  conclude.  Even  if  God  should  ovcr-tule 
such  a  connexion  for  good,  you  will  remember  that  this, 
is  his  work,  and  the  glory  belong*s  to  him.  It  does  not 
prove  that  you  have  done  right ;  nor  can  it  free  the 
mind  from  distress  in  review.  For  you  cannot  be  so 
ignorant  as  not  to  be  able  to  distinguish  between  your 
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^w^rigfateou^ess,  and  the  divine  goodnesis  that  has  thus 
•blessed  you,  notwithstanding  all  your  desert. 


SECTiox  vr. 

In  what  cases  this  Law  is  not  brokeitj  though  both  the  Par^ 

ties  be  not  religious. 

WE  have  thus  endeavoured,  by  placing  the  subject 

in  various  points  of  light,  to  prove,  that  christians  in 

the  business  of  marriage  ought  to  confine  their  choice 

to  pious  character  only.     But  to  relieve  the  minds  of 

some  who  deserve  pity  rather  than  censure,  let  m^ 
remark  two  or  three  instances  in  which  the  rule  laid 
down  is  not  transgressed. 

First*  It  sometimes  happens  that  both  parties  are  ig- 
norant of  divine  things  at  the  time  of  marriage,  and 
one  is  called  afterward.  When  this  is  the  case,  the 
blame  does  not  attach.  But  the  individual  renewed  by 
divine  grace,  now  feels  pains  and  anxieties,  to  which 
he  was  before  a  stranger.  It  is  the  nature  of  grace  to 
excite,  with  a  concern  for  our  owil  welfare,  a  concer A 
for  the  salvation  of  others,  especially  of  those  to  whom 
we  are  tenderly  connected  by  blood,  friendship,  or  af- 
finity. How  can  I  endure  the  thought  of  being  sever- 
ed for  ever  from  her  in  whdm  my  happiness  is  so  much 
bound  up  ? — ^^  How  can  I  bear,"  will  sifcch  an  Esther 
say,  "  to  see  the  destruction  of  my  kindred  ?"^ — She 
will  therefore  pray,  and  use  every  persuasive  method  to 
allure*  She  will  endeavour  to  render  her  religion  love- 
ly and  attractive.  It  is  what  the  scripture  enjoins.  "  Ye 
*^  wives  be  in  subjection  to  your  own  husbands  that  if 
"  any  obey  not  the  word,  they  may  without  the  word 
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isuffidenqr  of  justifying  a  civil  ofience  by  a  religious 
reason ;  and  the  ridiculousness  of  the  attempt^— what  a 
dishonour  would  be  ddnelo  the  cause  of  the  gospel  by 
such  prevaricating  morality  ?-^For  such  it  must  kppear 
to  the  world. — Whereas  we  are  to  **  have  our  conver- 
sation honest  among  the  Gentiles  :"  we  are  not  to  suf- 
fer our  "good'  to  be  "evil  spoken  of:*'  we  are  to 
"  avoid  the  very  appearance  of  evU"— Such  is  the  holy 
delicacy  of  the  gospel ! 

This  seems  to  be  one  of  those  cases  in  which  a  good 
man  "  swcareth  to  his  own  hurt  and  changeth  not.** 
And  trying  as  the  scene  may  be,  if  by  the  consent  of 
the  other  party  he  be  not  hoij^orably  disengaged,  we 
should  advise  Him  toa  plain,  strait- for  ward  policy ;  .and 
to  expect  that  in  a  combination  of  circumstances  so 
|>eculiarly  providential,  all  will  be  over-ruled  for  good, 
either  by  way  of  usefiolness  or  triaL 

And  if  even  this  solemn  consideration  be  not  fufficient 
to  discharge  a  man  honourably  from  one  to  whom  he 
has  contracted  himself — Will  any  thing  else  ?  Can 
any  thing  else  ?  What !  is  he  to  trifle  with  a  sacred  en- 
gagement, and  to  wound  the  affections,  the  respecta- 
bility, the  health  the  peace  of  a  female! — because  another 
object  comes  in  view  subsequently,  in  his  opinion,  more 
eligible  for  person,  for  fortune,  for  address  ? ! !  If  a 
man  wished  to  ^ink  the  honor  of.  religion,  and  to  dis. 
grace  the  value  of  the  christian — ^how  much  more 
should  it  ever  be  the  ministerial  character  J  he  could  not 
take  a  step  that  would  more  affectually  accomplish  hii 
.purpose. 
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resist,  stedfast  in  the  faith..  Tou  should  not  have  your 
weapons  to  seek  when  you.  want  them  to  use.  O  wo*^ 
man,  do  not  accept  a  man,  who  has  all  ^'  the  wisdom  of 
the  world,*'  if  a  stranger  to  the  ^^  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  Do  not,,  it  !» 
the  rough  image  of  an  old  divine.  Do  not  chiise  a  swine 
because  he  has  a.  golden  trough.  Whoever  a^  man  pos* 
sesses,  remember  he  has  nothing,  if  he  has  not  '^  die 
one  thing  needfiiL''  O  man,  be  not  reconciled  to  a 
weak,  or  ugly  mind,  because  it  wears  a  handsome  body^r 
^^  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain :  but  a  woman 
that  fearetfa  the  Lord  she  shall  be  praised.  GUve  her  o£ 
the  fruit  of  her  handii ;  and  let  her  own  works  {vaise^ 
her  in*  the  gate." 

But  a  marriage  that  is  not  sinful,  may  be  improper. 
The  apostle  himself  distinguishes  between  what  is  ^^lawe* 
ful,''  and  what  is  ^^  expedient.''  Religion  is  indeed  in*, 
dispensable,  but  does  not  alone  constitute  the  propriety 
of  the  action.  Religion  is  indeed  essential,  but  is  not 
abstracted  from  all  other  considerations,  sufficient  to 
justify  choice.     To  exemplify  this  a  little. 

— ^The  admission  of  the  piety  of  the  parties  does  not 
destroy  the  indecorum  of  haste,  in  marrying  imme- 
diately after  the  death  of  a  husband  or  wife. 

The  admission  of  the  piety  of  the  parties  does  not 
hinder  the  censure  due  to  a  great  disparity  in  years.-— 
IIow  unnateral,  how  indecent  is  it  to  see  an  old  man 
surrounded  with  infants  and  babes,  which  he  can  scarce- 
ly see  or  hear  for  the  infirmities  of  age !  How  unnatur- 
al, how  odious  is  it  to  see  a  young  man  fastened  to  a 
piece  of  antiquity — so  as  to  perplex  strangers  to  deter- 
mine whether  he  is  living  with  a  wife  or  a  mother  I 
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The  admission  of  the  piety  of  the  parties  does  not 
Knder  in  all  cases  a  difference  of  sentiment,  and  of 
denomination  unimportant.  It  is  not  lovely  for  the 
husband  and  wife  to  repair  on  the  sabbath  day  morning 
to  separate  jdaces  of  worship.  It  is  not  pleasant  in  re* 
marking  what  they  have  heard,  after  their  return  home, 
for  the  one  to  censure  what  the  other  approves.  It  is 
not  edifying  in  the  dedication  of  their  common  ofispring 
to  God  by  baptism  to  disagree,  not  only  as  to  the  im- 
portance,  but  also  as  to  the  validity  of  the  ordinance. 
The  observation  cannot  be  considered  as  founded^in  bi- 
gotry, since  it  will  equally  apply  to  both  sides  of  the 
question,  in  a  number  of  cases  in  every  religious  com- 
munity, and  is  derived  from  the  unalterable  nature  of 
things.  Indeed  to  have  a  preference  from  conviction, 
and  to  a4here  to  the  distinctions  arising  from  it,  without 
condemning  others,  can  never  be  confounded  with  illi- 
berality,  but  by  a  weak  or  a  vicious  mind. 

The  admission  of  the  piety  of  the  parties  capuot  pre- 
clude the  necessity  of  suitableness.  Indeed  religion  be- 
ing supposed,  suitableness  seems  to  be  the  chief  requi. 
:iite  to  the  duty,  the  respectability,  and  the  happiness 
of  connected  life.  This  fitness  takes  in  an  adaptation 
to  each  other  personally,  and  also  to  the  situation  in 
which  they  are  called  to  move.  It  has  commonly  been 
aid  that  no  class  of  men  err  so  much  in  this  article  as 
ministers.  But  surely  this  cannot  be  admitted.  It  can- 
not be  supposed  that  those  who  have  opportunities  to 
make  the  best  choice,  commonly  made  the  worst.  It 
cannot  be  supposed  that  those  whose  oflice  it  is  to  in- 
culcate prudence,  should  be  themselves  proverbial  for 
indiscretion.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  those  whose 
incomes  are  Umvled)  ^tvd  whose  circumstances  demand 
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•conomy,  woiild  bring  into  the  manageaient  of  them^ 
those  who  have  been  trained  up  in  dehcacy^  and  extra- 
vagance :  and  are  helpless,  and  profuse.  It  cannot  be 
supposed  that  men,  whose  office  is  respectable,  and 
productive  of  social  intercourse,  would  select  vulgarity 
and  ]gnoranc^9  unfit  to  be  either  se^n  or  heard,  merely 
because  it  is  p)bus.-r-«- A  qiinister  is  to  inculcate  order  and 
regularity-T:;and  would  he  marry  a  female  that  would 
render  his  house  a  scene  of  confusion  and  tumult  ?  A 
mijaister.  i3.  to  shew  how  the  claims  of  life  and  religion 
harmonize,  and  to  assign  to.  the  duties  of  each,  their 
O^^n  place  and  season — and  would  he  marry  a  rattle- 
brain, who  injs^tead  of  being  a  keeper  at  home,  has  been 
always  ramblins^  after  some  new  preacher  ;^  wtio  instead 
o£  quietly  s^oriryin^  God  in  her  proper  sphere  of  action, 
hap  been  encL^ayouring  to  excite  public  attent'ion  ;  who. 
has  been  zealous  in  ma^tters  of  doubtful  disputation,  but 
has  treated  as  beneath  her  regard,  common  and  relative 
obligations  ?  l^e^d  he  b^  told  that  a  becoming  behaviour 
in  a  lower  and  private,  statioA,  is  the  surest  pledge  of, 
and  the  best  preparation  foi^  a  proper  behaviour  in  a 
higher  and  more'  public  situation  !-r-rA  minister  is  to 
recommend  neatness  and  all  the  decencies  of  life-^and 
would  he  marry  a  slattern  ?  A  minister  is  to  shew  that 
the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit  is  in  the  sight 
of  God  of  great  price — -and  would  he.  marry  a  scold  3t 
A  minister  13  to  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  all  his 
people  who  demand  his  love  and  service — ^and  would  he 
marry  a  female  who  would  fondly  attach  herself  to  a 
few  cronies,  listen  to  all  their  secrets  and  divulge  her 
own,  and  form  cabals  and  schisms,  which  will  render 
his  residence  unpleasant,  or  occasion  his  ren^oval  I 

**  The  attentio/i  of  ministers"  says  Mr.  Gifpin,  in 
**  choosing  such  companions,  as  may  not  binder  their 
success,  is  of  so  great  importance,  that  in  some  coun- 
tries the  conduct  of  a  pastor's  wife,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  pastor  himself,  is  supposed  either  to  edify,  or 
mislead  the  flock.     Nay  the  minister  himself  is  fre^ 
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tryuig.  But  at  the  same  time  if  this  situation  be  filled 
wp  properly,  they  have  an  opportunity  to  render  them* 
selves  truly  respectable  and  useful.  In  a  superior  degree^ 
they  may  "  serve  their  generation,  according  to  the  will 
of  God."  In  sudi  circumstafnces,  examples  of  prudence, 
economy,  order,  neatness,  temper,  amiableness,  do- 
mestication, will  not  fail  to  strike  and  impress  the  minds 
of  numbers. 

But  the^e  is  another  view  in  which  we  ought  to  con*- 
sider  such  an  help-meet.  It  is  the  advantage  which  her 
husband  derives  from  her,  not  only  personally,  but 
officially,  and  by  which  she  is  rendered  a  blessing  to 
others.  Are  his  life  and  exertions  and  reputation  of 
importance  ?  And  does  she,  by  the  excellency  of  her 
character  reflect  honour  iipon  his  choice,  and  secure 
deference  to  his  judgment  ?  Does  she,  by  her  attentions 
to  his  personal  appearance,  the  state  of  his  family,  and 
the  decorum  of  his  children,  add  to  his  respectability 
and  acceptance? — Does  she,  by  seasonably  aiding  his 
remembrance,  contribute  to  tlie  punctuality  of  his  en- 
gagements. Iris  \'isits,  and  his  correspondence? — Doqs 
she,  by  allowing  "  her  husband  to  trust  safely  in  her," 
discharge  him  from  secular  concerns,  and  keep  him. free, 
to  pursue  his  work  with  undivided  attention  ? — Does 
she  by  soothing  him  under  distress,  and  tranquilizing 
him  under  irritation,  preserve  his  mind  in  a  frame  fa^ 
vourable  to  reflection  and  study  ?— Does  she,  by  taking 
care  of  his  health,  and  spirits,  enlarge  the  number,  and 
lengthen  the  course  of  his  labours  ! — Such  a  female  de- 
serves the  esteem  and  applause  of  a  congregation,  a 
neighbourhood,  a  country. 

Of  what  avail  are  reflections  like  these  to  such  as  have 
already  taken  unguarded  steps.  Are  not  the  consequen- 
ces irretrievable  ?  They  are — but  yet  they  may  be  im- 
proveable.  I  know  it  is  cold  comfort  to  tell  a  man,  in- 
volved in  difficulty  and  distress,  that  all  this  might  have 
been  avoided,  and  to  upbraid  him  with  the  warnings 
which  he  refused  to  take.    But  will  it  not  be  useittl  for 
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|iim  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  his  mistake^  and  to  review, 
the  progress  of  his  infatuation  ?  May  he  not  turn  ta 
some  good  account  the  lessons  of  painful  experience, 
and  the  corrections  of  maturer  judgment  ?  Ought  he 
not  to  increase  in  self-knowledge,  and  self-diffidence? 
'*  Surely  it  is  meet  to  be  said  unto  God,  I  have  borne 
chastisement :  I  will  not  offend  any  more :  that  which 
I  see  not,  teach  thou  me :  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I 
will  do  no  more.  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my 
heart :  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts,  and  see  if  there 
be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
everlasting." 

But  there  are  others  whose  escape  is  possible,  and  for 
whose  preservation  we  are  concerned.  I  hope  that  my 
younger  brethren  in  tlic  sacred  office,  and  those  who 
are  under  a  course  of  preparation  for  it,  will  not  be 
offended  at  my  taking  advantage  of  this  address  to  in- 
troduce these  free  remarks  on  ministerial  marriage : 

And  by  concluding — in  calling  upon  them  to  shew 
how  undeservedly  their  body  has  been  reproached. — 
Let  thorn  beware.  Let  them  see  how  ncccssarv  it  is, 
not  only  that  piety,  but  prudence  should  guide  them. 
Let  them  remember  how  much  their  comfort,  their 
honour,  their  usefulness  depend  upon  a  wise,  as  well 
as  a  religious  choice.  A  wrong  step  here  m.iy  involve 
them  in  embarrassments ;  make  them  go  mourning 
down  to  the  grave :  strip  them  of  their  glory,  and  take 
the  crown  from  their  head. 

A  PRUDKNT  *MAN  FORESEETH  THE  EVIh,  AND  lilDETH 

himself,  but  tt{e  simple  pass  on,  and  are  punished. 
Keep  sound  wisdom  and  discretion,  so  shall  tuey 

BE  life    unto  thy  SOUL,    AND  CRACE  TO  THY  NECK. 

Then  shalt  thou  walk  in  thy  way  saftly,  and  th\ 
ioot  shall  not  stumble. 


] '  I  N  I  ^ 
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